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What is an adverb ?
Adverbs are basically a type of qualifiers which qualify a verb, an adjective or another adverb.

They work honestly. (qualifying the verb work)

It is too heavy to lift. (qualifying the adjective heavy)

The woman ran very quickly. (qualifying the adverb quickly)

Note  :Adjectives qualify noun whereas adverbs qualify either a verb or an adjective or an adverb itself.

Adjectives                                                           Adverbs 
Clear                                                                       clearly
Slow                                                                        Slowly
Easy                                                                        Easily
Wise                                                                        Wisely
Honest                                                                     Honestly 
Strong                                                                     Strongly
Serious                                                                    Seriously
Sweet                                                                       Sweetly
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1. Adverb of manner (how a work is done)

Correctly, softly, slowly, wisely, strongly, beautifully, quickly etc.

He laughs loudly.

The soldiers fought bravely.

Noun                       Adjective                                Adverb 

Coward                   Cowardly                       in a cowardly manner

Niggard                   Niggardly                       in a niggardly manner 

Friend                      Friendly                         in a friendly manner

Miser                       Miserly                           in a miserly manner

Scholar                   Scholarly                        in a scholarly manner
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2.  Adverb of Place: A word which shows the location where the work is done

Here, there, inside, outside, indoor, outdoor, near, far,etc.

He is sitting here

3.  Adverb of time : A word which shows the time when the work is done

After, ago, late, now, then, today, yet, before, tomorrow etc.

He met me yesterday.

My teacher comes here daily.
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Find errors if any:

1. She beautifully danced yesterday in her school.

2. She has been reading a book in her room sincerely since 8 O’clock in the morning.

3. They returned happily home yesterday.

4. She came here by car today morning.

5. My brother had been working on his project diligently for the whole night in his office.

6. The patient was brought to the hospital by car last night. 

7. Our PM left happily for Canada last week.
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Find errors if any:

1. She beautifully danced yesterday in her school.

2. She has been reading a book in her room sincerely since 8 O’clock in the morning.

3. They returned happily home yesterday.

4. She came here by car today morning.

5. My brother had been working on his project diligently for the whole night in his office.

6. The patient was brought to the hospital by car last night.

7. Our PM left happily for Canada last week.

H.V + M.V + Manner + Place + Time

H.V + M.V(verb of movement- Go, come, reach, arrive, return,leave,etc)+ Place + Manner + TimePlut
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Adverb of frequency/ Number: A word which shows the frequency or number of times a work is done.

Regularly, usually, always, never, sometimes, seldom, once, twice, thrice, often, scarcely, rarely etc.

Find errors if any:

1. We play cricket twice a day.

2. I have often helped her.

3. He never has completed his work on time. 

4. He shares his lunch with me usually.
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Adverb of frequency/ Number: A word which shows the frequency or number of times a work is done.

Regularly, usually, always, never, sometimes, seldom, once, twice, thrice, often, scarcely, rarely etc.

1. We play cricket twice a day.

2. I often have helped her.

3. He has never completed his work on time. 

4. He usually shares his lunch with me.

❖ Definite frequency adverb are always used after the verb whereas indefinite frequency adverb are 

used before the verb.

❖ H.V + Indefinite frequency adverb + M.V 
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Find errors if any:

1. He is enough intelligent to solve your riddle.

2. He has enough information regarding the case.

3. There are enough candidate for this post.
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USE OF ENOUGH

Adjective(Positive degree) + Enough

Enough + Noun ( Uncountable Noun)

Enough + Noun (Plural countable Noun)

1. He is intelligent enough to solve your riddle.

2. He has enough information regarding the case.

3. There are enough candidates for this post.
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Find errors if any:

1. He is too weak to walk

2. The box is too heavy to lift.

3. The box is too heavy to me.

4. The box is too heavy to lift for me.

5. I have been facing much too trouble for a long time.

6. The sum is much too difficult for me to solve.

7. Too much of attention to a person makes him acrimonious.

8. My mother is too much angry to control her anger.

9. He is only too courageous.

10. He is none too good.
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1. He is too weak to walk

2. The box is too heavy to lift.

3. The box is too heavy for me.

4. The box is too heavy for me to lift.

5. I have been facing too much trouble for a long time.

6. The sum is much too difficult for me to solve.

7. Too much of attention to a person makes him acrimonious.

8. My mother is much too angry to control her anger.

9. He is only too courageous.

10. He is none too good.
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USE OF TOO (Used in the sense of more than required)

She is too good.

The film was too boring.

Too + Adjective + to + V1

Too + Adjective + for + Person

Too + Adjective + for + Person + to + V1

USE OF MUCH + TOO 

Too + Much + noun (uncountable)

Much + Too + Adjective (Positive degree)

USE OF ONLY + TOO (Gives the sense of very)

Only + Too + Adjective (Positive degree)

USE OF NONE + TOO (Gives the sense of not very)

None + Too + Adjective (Positive degree)
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Find the correct sentences:

1. He is very brave.

2. He is much brave.

3. He is very intelligent.

4. He is much intelligent.

5. Ram is very braver than Shyam.

6. Ram is much braver than Shyam.

7. Ram is very more intelligent than Shyam.

8. Ram is much more intelligent than Shyam.

9. He is very much intelligent.

10. She is the very best girl in the class.

11. She is much the best girl in the class.

12. She is the very most intelligent girl in the class.

13. She is much the most intelligent girl in the class.
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Find the correct sentences:

1. He is very brave.

2. He is much brave.

3. He is very intelligent.

4. He is much intelligent.

5. Ram is very braver than Shyam.

6. Ram is much braver than Shyam.

7. Ram is very more intelligent than Shyam.

8. Ram is much more intelligent than Shyam.

9. He is very much intelligent.

10. She is the very best girl in the class.

11. She is much the best girl in the class.

12. She is the very most intelligent girl in the class.

13. She is much the most intelligent girl in the class.
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Find the correct sentences:

1. He is very brave.✓

2. He is much brave. ✓

3. He is very intelligent. ✕ 

4. He is much intelligent. ✓

5. Ram is very braver than Shyam.  ✕

6. Ram is much braver than Shyam. ✓

7. Ram is very more intelligent than Shyam. ✕

8. Ram is much more intelligent than Shyam. ✓

9. He is very much intelligent. ✓

10. She is the very best girl in the class. ✓

11. She is much the best girl in the class. ✓

12. She is the very most intelligent girl in the class. ✕

13. She is much the most intelligent girl in the class. ✕
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Positive Comparative Superlative

Very (One syllabic) ✓ ✕ ✓
The + very + superlative degree

Very (More syllabic) ✓ ✕ ✕

Much (One syllabic) ✕ ✓ ✓
Much + The + superlative degree

Much(More syllabic) ✓ ✓ ✕
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Find errors if any:

1. He is very interested in this matter

2. The movie is much interesting.

3. He is very tired
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Very is used with Present participle(Ving) and much is used with past participle(V3)

Exception: Very is followed by past participle with verbs like tired. Frightened, bored, pleased, dejected, 

contented etc.

1. He is much interested in this matter

2. The movie is very interesting.

3. He is very tired
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Find the correct sentences:

1. He is very courageous.

2. He is so courageous.

3. He is so courageous that he can fight alone.

4. He is very courageous that he can fight alone.
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Find the correct sentences:

1. He is very courageous. ✓

2. He is so courageous. ✕

3. He is so courageous that he can fight alone. ✓

4. He is very courageous that he can fight alone. ✕

VERY + Adjective (Positive degree)

So  + Adjective (Positive degree) + that clause
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Find the correct sentences:

1. The movie is fairly interesting. 

2. The movie is rather interesting. 

3. The movie is fairly boring.

4. The movie is rather boring.

5. He is fairly better today.

6. He is rather better today.

7. He is fairly worse today.

8. He is rather worse today.
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Find the correct sentences:

1. The movie is fairly interesting. ✓

2. The movie is rather interesting. ✕

3. The movie is fairly boring.✕

4. The movie is rather boring. ✓

5. He is fairly better today. ✕

6. He is rather better today. ✓

7. He is fairly worse today. ✕

8. He is rather worse today. ✓

Fairly + Adjective (Positive degree) (for favourable condition)

Rather + Adjective (Positive degree) (for unfavourable condition)

Rather + Adjective (Comparative degree) (for both favourable and unfavourable conditions)
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Find the correct sentences:

1. It is rather good idea for the project

2. It is rather a good idea for the project

3. It is a rather good idea for the project. 

4. It is fairly a good idea for the project

5. It is fairly good idea for the project

6. It is a fairly good idea for the project
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Find the correct sentences:

1. It is rather good idea for the project ✕

2. It is rather a good idea for the project ✓

3. It is a rather good idea for the project.✓ 

4. It is fairly a good idea for the project ✕

5. It is fairly good idea for the project ✕

6. It is a fairly good idea for the project ✓

Rather + a/an +Adjective (Positive degree) + Noun (for both favourable and unfavourable conditions)

A + Rather +Adjective (Positive degree) + Noun (for both favourable and unfavourable conditions)

A + Fairly +Adjective (Positive degree) + Noun (for both favourable and unfavourable conditions)

Plut
us

 Aca
de

my



Find errors if any :

1. Every student should treat his teachers with respectfully.

2. The thief was beaten with black and blue by the police.

3. I finished my work with neck and crop.

4. It is raining like cats and dogs.

5. Indian soldiers fought with tooth and nail.

6. If we study by fits and starts we can never be successful in our exams.

7. Anita did not accept his proposal for no rhyme or reason. 

8. The soldiers dropped the packets of food exactly over the boats.

9. I seldom or never play cards

10. The students of this class seldom if ever study.

11. It is mine as i saw it at first. 

12. We shall watch a movie on tonight.

13. Handle it with carefully lest it fall down.

14. He has lived in abroad for 5 yrs. 
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 Never use a preposition with adverbs because the objects of preposition can only be a noun or 
pronoun and not an adverb.

It is mine as i saw it at first. (wrong)
It is mine as i saw it first. (correct)

We shall watch a movie on tonight. (wrong)
We shall watch a movie tonight. (correct)

Handle it with carefully lest it fall down. (wrong)
Handle it carefully lest it fall down. (correct) 

He has lived in abroad for 5 yrs. (wrong)
He has lived abroad for 5 yrs. (correct)
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Find errors if any(Underlined parts have no errors):

1. Never we have seen such an interesting movie.

2. Hardly she had reached the airport when it started raining.

3. So little he knows about the whole story that it could be of no help.

4. So cautious he has become after the accident that he mostly avoid vehicles.

5. No sooner the teacher left the class, the students started fighting.
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Inversion form of sentences
In order to give stress on an adverb, sometimes we start a sentence with an adverb and this type of 
sentences are known as inversion form of sentences.
In inversion form the sentence starts with an adverb and that adverb is always followed by verb/helping verb 
of the sentence.

Some of the adverbs which are mostly used in inversion form are-
Hardly, scarcely, rarely, never, nor, not only,only in this way, only when/then, in/under no circumstances, so + 
adjective etc.
Never have we seen such an interesting movie.
(adv)   (helping verb)

Hardly had she reached the airport when it started raining.
(adv)   (helping verb)

So little does he know about the whole story that it could be of no help.
(adv)   (helping verb)

So cautious has he become after the accident that he mostly avoid vehicles.
(adv)   (helping verb)
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Find errors if any :

1. The girls work carefully than the boys. 

2. Rekha doesn't not work as careful as you. 

3. Some people adopt the new culture very easily than others do. 

4. Komal sings sweeter than sneha. 

5. They are richer enough to buy it. 

6. The question is so easiest that even a child can solve it.

7. You are older enough to understand the whole situation. 

8. We are too busiest today.

9. I regard him my brother. 

10. She is considered as the best student of this batch. (wrong)

11. They elected him as President.

12. Manushi Chillar was crowned as Miss world.
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As we use proper degrees of adjectives, in the same manner proper degree of adverbs are used.

The girls work carefully than the boys. (wrong)
The girls work more carefully than the boys. (correct)

Rekha doesn't not work as careful as you. (wrong) 
Rekha doesn't not work as carefully as you.(correct)

Some people adopt the new culture very easily than others do. (wrong)
Some people adopt the new culture more easily than others do. (correct) 

Komal sings sweeter than sneha. (wrong)
Komal sings sweetly than sneha. (correct)
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Always use positive degree of adverbs or adjectives with the following words-
Too, so, very, as, enough etc.

They are richer enough to buy it. (wrong)
They are rich enough to buy it. (correct)

The question is so easiest that even a child can solve it. (wrong)
The question is so easy that even a child can solve it. (correct)

You are older enough to understand the whole situation. (wrong)
You are old enough to understand the whole situation. (correct)

We are too busiest today. (wrong)
We are too busy today. (correct)

Plut
us

 Aca
de

my



Use ‘as’ with the following words - 
Regard, describe, define, treat, view, know

Don't use ‘as’ with the following words -
Name, elect, consider, call, appoint, make, choose

I regard him my brother. (wrong)
I regard him as my brother. (correct)

She is considered as the best student of this batch. (wrong)
She is considered the best student of this batch. (correct)
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Find errors if any :

1. I have received a letter(a)/from my home (b)/and I am much pleased now(c)/No error (d).

2. He was (a)/ too tired/ that he could (b)/ not even go there(c)/ on foot(d)/No error (e).

3. They waited(a)/ patiently for the (b)/ principal’s speech(c)/No error (d).

4. I found rather(a)/ difficult situation after(b)/ reaching to the next level(c)/No error (d).

5. He is enough bold to prevail(a)/ upon his friend to lend him a (b)/ a new ike at once(c)/No error (d).

6. After completing the meeting,(a)/ the employees went(b)/ to the cabins angrily last month(c)/No error 
(d).

7. He is(a)/ extreme interested(b)/ in playing cricket with us (c)/No error (d).

8. My friend is leading (a)/ a happy and leisure life(b)/ after his retirement(c)/No error (d).

9. I went directly(a)/to my office(b)/ from the railway station(c)/No error (d).

10. He is not a very (a)/ societal person but he(b)/ comes often to our house(c)/No error (d).

11. It is too much(a)/ dangerous, you should(b)/ not stay here(c)/No error (d).

12. The angry man walked hurriedly(a)/into the living room and(b)/shouted loud at the guests(c)/No error 
(d).
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Previous years questions based on Adverbs  

1.I told the teacher/(a) that the homework set/(b) for the day was much too/(c) heavy for us to complete./(d) 
NO ERROR/(e)

 2. Seldom if ever/(a) nature does operate/(b) in closed and/(c) separate compartments./(d) /(e)

3. The scientist/(a) could not hardly/(b) complete/(c) /(d) /(e)

4. My friend will not/(a) come to attend this marriage/(b) until he is/(c) not invited./(d) NO ERROR/(e) ()

5. The doctor asked/(a) his patient/(b) to regularly/(c) take his medicine./(d) NO ERROR/(e) (SSC MAINS 
2015)

6. He flew/(a) over extensively/(b) the Pacific/(c) last winter./(d) NO ERROR/(e) (SSC PRE 2014)

7. I told the teacher/(a) that the homework set for the day/(b) was much too heavy for us/(c) to complete./(d) 
NO ERROR/(e) (SSC MAINS 2014)

8. To the ordinary man, in fact/(a) the pealing of bells is a/(b) monotonous jangle and a nuisance/(c) tolerably 
only when mitigated by remote distance and sentimental association./(d) NO ERROR/(e) (SSC MAINS 2012)
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Previous years questions based on Adverbs  

9. If you have a way/(a) with words, a good  /(b) /(c) /(d) /(e)

10. They agreed/(a) to repair/(b) the damage freely/(c) of charge./(d) NO ERROR/(e) (SSC DATA ENTRY 
OPERATOR 2008)

11. The scientist/(a) could not hardly/(b) complete all/(c) the experiments./(d) NO ERROR/(e) (SSC PRE 
2013)

12. Padmini had not rarely/(a)missed a dance perfomance/(b) or festival since/(c) she was eight years old./(d) 
NO ERROR/(e) (SSC LDC 2012)

13. The train will/(a) not start until/(b) the guard will/(c) blow the whistle./(d) NO ERROR/(e) (SSCMULTI 
TASK 2013)

14. We need to surround ourselves with caring people/(a) particular loved ones who bring hope/(b) and 
support to our hearts and minds/(c) and with whom we can communicate./(d) NO ERROR/(e)  (SSCMULTI 
TASK 2013) Plut
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ANSWERS

1. NO ERROR 

2. (b) ‘does’ is not needed here.

3. (c) Never split an infinitive so the correct sentence should be ‘to take his medicine regularly.’

4. (b) the correct sentence is ‘extensively over’.  

7. (e) no error

8. (d) ‘Tolerable’ will remove ‘tolerably’ here. As tolerable is an adjective and for nouns it is used.  

9. ()

10. (c) ‘Free’ will replace ‘freely’.

11. (b) Hardly is a negative word so we can’t use ‘not’ with it. 

12. (a) rarely is a negative word so we can’t use ‘not’ with it

13. (c) We can’t use future tense with until/unless. 

14. (b) ‘Particularly’ will replace ‘particular’.
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