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National News
1. Center to launch week-long awareness campaign on SafaiMitra
Suraksha Challenge

● As part of the World Toilet Day celebrations, Ministry of
Housing and Urban Development will launch a week-long
awareness campaign on SafaiMitra Suraksha Challenge
(SSC) today.
● A total of 246 cities are participating in week long
SafaiMitra Suraksha Challenge starting from 14 November
which is being conducted across the country.
● The Ministry had launched the Safaimitra Suraksha
Challenge on the occasion of World Toilet Day on 19th of
November last year with the objective of eradicating the
practice of hazardous cleaning of sewers and septic tanks
and promote mechanized cleaning of the same.
● World Toilet Day : 19 November
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2. Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal inaugurates IITF
at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi
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● Commerce and Industry minister Piyush Goyal today said
initiatives of the India International Trade Fair (IITF) is
reflective of the resilience of the Indian economy bouncing
back.
● Inaugurating the 40th IITF, Mr Goyal said with the trade
fair one of the finest and country's largest convention
centres will come up in the Pragati Maidan complex.
● Mr Goyal said today's launch of this trade fair reflects the
five sutras of Indian economy, exports, infrastructure,
demand and diversity.
● He complimented IITF organisers for consistently holding
the fair and attracting lakhs of visitors.
● The theme of this year's fair is Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
● The minister lauded the organisers for providing stalls free
of cost for women and MSME entrepreneurs.
● He said other MSMEs including startups have been given a
40 per cent discount by ITPO.
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3. Union Home Minister Amit Shah chairs 29th Southern Zonal
Council meet in Tirupati
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● Union Home Minister Amit Shah is chairing the Southern
Zonal Council meeting at Tirupati in Chittoor district of
Andhra Pradesh.
● Representatives from the southern states and union
territories are attending the meeting.
● Southern Zonal Council comprises Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, Telangana, and Union Territories
of Puducherry, Lakshadweep, and the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.
● The Southern Zonal Meeting will be discussing 26 key
issues such as cooperation between States, conflicts,
border issues, internal security, infrastructure
development, industries, tourism development, and
economic development.
● Each state is coming to this meeting with a different
agenda.
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4. PM Modi to inaugurate Redeveloped Rani Kamlapati Railway
Station in Bhopal
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● Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the
redeveloped Rani Kamlapati Railway Station in Bhopal
around 3 PM on his visit to Madhya Pradesh today.
● The redeveloped Rani Kamlapati Railway station, named
after brave and fearless Queen Kamalapati of the Gond
kingdom, is the first world class railway station in Madhya
Pradesh.
● Redeveloped in Public Private Partnership (PPP) model,
the station has been designed as a green building with
modern world class amenities that also takes into account
ease of mobility for divyangjans.
● The station is also developed as a hub for integrated
multi-modal transport.
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5. President Ram Nath Kovind promulgates two ordinances
extending tenure of CBI and ED Directors for up to 5 years
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● President Ram Nath Kovind today promulgated two
Ordinances to extend the tenure of Directors of probe
agencies Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and
Enforcement Directorate (ED) up to five years.
● The Ordinances are, the Central Vigilance Commission
(Amendment) Ordinance 2021 and the Delhi Special Police
Establishment (Amendment) Ordinance 2021.
● As per the ordinances, the Chiefs of the top agencies can
be given extensions, every year for up to three years after
they complete the two-year term.
● The ordinances said, no such extension will be granted
after the completion of a period of five years in total
including the period mentioned in the initial appointment.
● The present tenure of the Chiefs of the Central Agencies is
two years.
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International News
6. Dubai Airshow begins at Al Maktoum International Airport
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● The biggest-ever Dubai Airshow began at Al Maktoum
International Airport, Dubai World Central, today with more
than 1,200 exhibitors taking part in the five-day show.
● Dubai Airshow is also the largest of its kind since the
outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic.
● The show also features more than 160 of the world’s most
advanced aircraft on the ground and in the air.
● Indian Air Force (IAF) contingent is also taking part in the
Dubai Air Show following invitation by the Government of
UAE to participate with the Sarang and Suryakiran
Aerobatics Teams.
● These teams will be performing along with some of the
best aerobatics and display teams in the world, including
the Saudi Hawks, Russian Knights and the UAE’s Al
Fursan.
● In addition, the IAF’s Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas will
be part of the aerobatics and static displays during the
show.
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Defence News
7. India and France to hold 6th edition of bilateral Army exercise
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● The Navies of India and France will carry out the 6th edition
of the biennial training exercise “EX SHAKTI 2021” from
November 15 to 26, 2021 in Frejus, France.
● The Indian Army will be represented by the Gorkha Rifles
Infantry Battalion and France Army will be represented by
troops of the 21st Marine Infantry Regiment of the 6th Light
Armoured Brigade.
● Apart from this, India and France will also carry out
biennial airforce training exercise ‘Exercise GARUDA’ , and
biennial maritime training exercise ‘Exercise VARUNA’.
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Obituary
8. Renowned historian and author Babasaheb Purandare passed
away in Pune
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● Historian, Padma Vibhushan Babasaheb Purandare dies at
99 in Pune hospital PM Modi says, major void in the world
of history and culture
● Babasaheb was a well-known orator, ballad singer, theatre
artist, and history chronicler who inspired the modern-day
youth to follow the footsteps of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj.
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Books and Authors
9. Defence Secretary releases a book titled ‘FORCE IN
STATECRAFT'
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● Defence Secretary Dr Ajay Kumar released a book titled
‘FORCE IN STATECRAFT’.
● The book is a compilation of essays on topics including
counter-insurgency operations, conflict in North East, air
power and nuclear posture which give conceptual
understanding and facets of India's national security.
● The contributors of the book are all stalwarts of the Armed
Forces, who have vast operational experience and
understanding of several important cornerstones of forces
and its application.
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10. “Unshackling India: Hard Truths and Clear Choices for
Economic Revival” by Ajay Chhibber and Salman Anees Soz
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● A new book on Indian economy titled “UNSHACKLING
INDIA : Hard Truths and Clear Choices for Economic
Revival” is set to be released on November 29, 2021.
● It presents a wide-ranging and thorough overview of the
reforms needed for the Indian economy as well as a
definitive roadmap to make India a genuinely developed
economy by 2047.
● The book has been authored by Ajay Chhibber and Salman
Anees Soz.
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Important Days
11. Nation celebrates the birth anniversary of tribal freedom
fighter Bhagwan Birsa Munda as Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas
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● Vice President, PM Modi and HM Amit Shah greets people
of Jharkhand on state's foundation day, pays tribute to
Birsa Munda on his birth anniversary
● Spread across an area of 38 acres of land, the state of art
Bhagwan Birsa Munda Smriti Udayan Sah Swantantra
Senani Sangrahalaya in Ranchi is ready to reverberate with
the celebrations of the birth anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda to be celebrated as Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas across
the nation.
● Today happens to be State Foundation Day as well. Union
Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda himself has visited the
Old Central Jail premises yesterday to ensure the final
preparations before the inauguration of the Memorial park
cum Museum.
● 25ft high statue of Bhagwan Birsa Munda is the major
attraction while 9 ft high statue of 13 other freedom fighters
of tribal movement will also play an important role in
preserving and promoting tribal culture and history.
● About Birsa Munda:

● Birsa Munda(15 November 1875 – 9 June 1900) was an
Indian tribal freedom fighter, religious leader, and folk hero.
● He spearheaded a tribal religious millenarian movement
that arose in the Bengal Presidency (now Jharkhand) in the
late 19th century, during the British Raj, thereby making
him an important figure in the history of the Indian
independence movement
● His portrait hangs in the Indian Parliament Museum he is
the only tribal leader to have been so honored.
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World Diabetes Day 2021

● World Diabetes Day is celebrated every year on November
14 to mark the birthday of Sir Frederick Banting, who
discovered the insulin hormone along with Charles Herbert
Best in 1922.
● According to experts, an estimated 463 million people
worldwide suffer from diabetes, with Type-2 diabetes that
needs to be treated with insulin sensitisers making up
about 90 per cent of the cases.
● The theme for World Diabetes Day 2021-23 is “Access to
Diabetes Care – If Not Now, When?”
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Appointments
13. Indian professor elected to International Law Commission for
5-year term
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● Professor Bimal Patel, Vice-Chancellor, Rashtriya Raksha
University and Member of National Security Advisory
Board of India, has been elected to the International Law
Commission for a five-year term starting January 1, 2023 in
a hard-fought election at the United Nations.
● India’s Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador T
S Tirumurti tweeted, thanking all UN member states for
overwhelming support to India’s candidature.
● Patel garnered 163 votes in the UN General Assembly out
of 192 members present and voting, topping the
Asia-Pacific group that included candidates from China,
South Korea and Japan.
● The International Law Commission was established by the
General Assembly in 1947 to undertake the mandate of the
Assembly to “initiate studies and make recommendations
for the purpose of “encouraging the progressive
development of international law and its codification.”
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P.C. Mody made Rajya Sabha Secretary General
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● Mody, a former chairman of the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT), will be the new secretary-general of the
Upper House of Parliament. Rajya Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu has signed an order to this effect.
● 1982-batch retired IRS officer and former chairman of the
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT), Pramod Chandra
Mody was appointed new Secretary General Rajya Sabha,
replacing P.P.K. Ramacharyulu.
● Ramacharyulu meanwhile has been reassigned as an
advisor for one year term.

By Sameer Singhal

