CURRENT AFFAIRS 16th November 2021
National News

EM

Y

1. PM Modi addresses first Audit Diwas at CAG office premises
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● Addressing the first Audit Diwas at CAG premises in New
Delhi today, he said, there are very few institutions that
become stronger, more mature, and more relevant with the
passage of time.
● He said, most institutions lose relevance after some
decades, but CAG is a heritage and every generation
should cherish it.
● PM also said it was CAG versus Government earlier, as
Audit was associated with fear.
● Comptroller and Auditor General of India Girish Murmu
said this day has been chosen to be the first Audit Diwas.
● He said, on 16th November 1860 the first Auditor-General
took charge and from today onwards Audit Diwas will be
celebrated on 16th of November every year.
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2. India allows quarantine-free entry of fully vaccinated foreign
travellers from 99 countries
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● India has allowed the quarantine-free entry of fully
vaccinated foreign travellers from 99 countries.
● Although travellers from the 99 countries have been
exempted from mandatory quarantine, they will be required
to follow certain norms that remain the same for all
travellers.
● The government only requires such travellers to monitor
their health for 14 days after arrival.
● Travellers from these countries have to submit a
self-declaration of their fully vaccinated status on Air
Suvidha portal, and also produce a negative RT-PCR test
report, not older than 72 hours.
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3. Three-day 'Rashtra Raksha Samparpan Parv' to be held in
Jhansi
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● Three-day Rashtra Raksha Samparpan Parv will be held in
Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh from the 17th of this month as part of
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations.
● Briefing media in New Delhi, Defence Secretary Dr Ajay
Kumar said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, will dedicate to
the Nation a number of schemes at a grand ceremony
being organised in the precincts of Jhansi Fort on 19th of
this month.
● He said 19th of this month is the Birth Anniversary of Rani
Lakshmi Bai, the epitome of bravery and courage and a
great National icon of Rashtra Raksha and India’s
Independence struggle.

4. India launches 41st Scientific Expedition to Antarctica
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● India has successfully launched the 41st Scientific
Expedition to Antarctica with the arrival of the first batch of
its contingent at the southern white continent.
● The first batch comprising of 23 scientists and support
staff reached the Indian Antarctic Station Maitri last week.
● The 41st expedition has two major programmes. The first
programme encompasses geological exploration of the
Amery ice-shelf at Bharati Station.
● The second programme involves reconnaissance surveys
and preparatory work for drilling of 500 metres of ice core
near Maitri. It will help in understanding the Antarctic
climate.
● The Indian Antarctic programme, which began in 1981, has
completed 40 Scientific Expeditions so far.
● India has built three Permanent Research Base Stations in
Antarctica, named Dakshin Gangotri, Maitri and Bharati.

5. PM Modi inaugurates redeveloped Rani Kamlapati Railway
Station in Bhopal
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● Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated to the Nation
various Railway projects in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. He
dedicated to the nation the redeveloped Rani Kamalapati
Railway Station in Bhopal.
● The Prime Minister also flagged off two new MEMU trains
between Ujjain-Indore and Indore-Ujjain.
● Mr Modi said, the country's first ISO certified, first PPP
model-based Rani Kamalapati Railway Station has been
dedicated to the nation. The facilities which were once
available at the airport are now available at the Railway
Station.
● Governor Mangubhai Patel, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishanw were
among those present on the occasion.
● Rani Kamlapati Railway Station, earlier known as
Habibganj Railway Station

Banking News
6. Govt and ADB sign 61 M loan for development of Agartala
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● The Union Government and Asian Development Bank, ADB
today signed a 61-million dollar loan to improve livability,
harness technology and promote new developments to
accommodate the expanding population in Agartala city
while building the capacity of State agencies for improved
service delivery.
● Additional Secretary in Department of Economic Affairs
under Finance Ministry Rajat Kumar Mishra signed the
agreement for Government of India and Country Director of
ADB’s India Resident Mission Takeo Konishi signed for
ADB.
● After signing the loan agreement, Mr Mishra stated that the
project is aligned to the vision of the Centre’s Smart City
Mission to upgrade urban infrastructure services and will
improve livability in Agartala with the provision of better
road connectivity, flood resilient measures and making
tourist places more attractive.

7. RBI projects CPI inflation at 5.3% for 2021-22
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● India’s retail inflation rate, measured by the Consumer
Price Index or CPI, rose mildly in October to 4.48%
year-on-year from 4.35% in September due to an uptick in
food prices.
● The inflation was 7.61% in October last year.
● For the fourth month in a row, CPI has been below the
Reserve Bank of India’s six percent margin.
● The RBI has projected the CPI inflation at 5.3 per cent for
2021-22.
● According to the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, MoSPI data, inflation in the food basket
rose to 0.85 percent in October, compared to 0.68 percent
in the preceding month

8. BharatPe launches Merchant Shareholding Program
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● It is a $100 million worth program, under which the
company offers its merchant customers an opportunity to
buy BharatPe’s equity shares and become a partner.
● The company plans a public listing by 2024 and targets a
public listing value of $1 billion.
● The merchant payments and financial services company
will roll out the incentive to its more than 7.5 million
existing merchant partners. The programme will also be
offered to new merchants joining the platform.
● BharatPe Founded: 2018
● BharatPe Headquarters: New Delhi
● BharatPe CEO: Ashneer Grove
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Obituary
9. Eminent Hindi writer Mannu Bhandari passes away at 90
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● Eminent Hindi writer Mannu Bhandari passed away at a
private hospital in Gurugram today.
● She was 90. Mannu Bhandari was suffering from
age-related ailments and was admitted to the hospital for
the past one week.
● She was the wife of late Hindi fiction writer Rajendra Yadav.
Mannu Bhandari was known for her novels 'Aapki Banti'
and 'Mahabhoj'.
● Her famous novel 'Yahi Sach Hai' was adapted into a Hindi
movie 'Rajnigandha' in 1974.
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Important Days
10. Nation celebrates National Press Day today

PL
U

TU

S

AC

AD

● Today is National Press Day. The day, observed on 16th of
November every year, to commemorate a free and
responsible press.
● It was on this day the Press Council of India started
functioning as a moral watchdog to ensure that the press
maintains high standards and is not fettered by any
influence or threats.
● Press Council of India has organized a seminar on "Who is
Not Afraid of Media" to mark the occasion.
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International Day for Tolerance 2021

TU

S

AC

AD

EM

● November 16 commemorates the International Day of
Tolerance, every year.
● This is a UN declared day that aims at creating public
awareness on the dangers of intolerance. What propelled
the idea was the increasing need to ensure people are
aware of the negativity that stems from intolerance.
● As a result, the UN General Assembly in order to promote
tolerance as a staple of society amid general public and
educational institutions came up with this.
● In 1995, the UN had declared a Year for Tolerance. The
Declaration of Principles on Tolerance was formulated the
same year by UNESCO on November 16.
● The UN decided to pay tribute to Mahatma Gandhi’s 125th
birth anniversary that year by kickstarting the
commemoration of International Tolerance Day in 1995.
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Defence News
12. India, Thailand & Singapore To Participate In 3rd SITMEX
Trilateral Maritime Exercise
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● The 3rd edition of the Singapore, India and Thailand
Trilateral Maritime Exercise (SITMEX – 21) commenced on
Monday.
● The Trilateral Maritime Exercise will see the participation of
indigenously built Missile Corvette Indian Naval Ship (INS)
Karmuk.
● The two-day exercise is being held in the Andaman Sea
and is being hosted by the Royal Thai Navy (RTN).
● The SITMEX-21 is said to fortify the long-standing bond of
friendship between the participating navies towards
augmenting their overall maritime security.
● The maiden edition of SITMEX was hosted by IN off Port
Blair in September 2019, which was a five-day exercise
held at Port Blair, Andaman and Nicobar
● Indian Navy’s Ships Ranvir, a Missile Corvette, Sumedha, a
Guided Missile Destroyer, Kora, and an offshore Patrol
Vessel participated in the exercise.
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Awards
13. Indian Teenage brothers win 2021 International Children’s
Peace Prize for waste project.

PL
U

TU

S

AC

AD

● Two Delhi-based teenage brothers Vihaan (17) and Nav
Agarwal (14) have won the 17th annual KidsRights
International Children’s Peace Prize for tackling pollution in
their home city by recycling household waste.
● The duo received the prestigious award by Indian Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Kailash Satyarthi.
● The International Children’s Peace Prize is given annually
by the International children’s rights organization
KidsRights based in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
● It is given to a child who has made a significant
contribution to advocating children’s rights and improving
the situation of vulnerable children

By Sameer Singhal

