CURRENT AFFAIRS 18th November 2021

AC

AD

EM
Y

National News
1. Jal Shakti Ministry to launch 'Water Heroes' contest from 1st
December
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● This contest is aimed to encourage and collect best
practices in water conservation and management from
across the nation.
● It also aims to encourage such efforts across India to
boost transformational action in the water sector.
● After the launch of the contest, entries would be invited for
consideration of awards every month. A maximum of 10
entries can be considered for the awards.
● All selected entries will be awarded a cash prize of 10
thousand rupees each along with a certificate.
● To take part in the contest, the participants will have to
post their success stories on water conservation and
management by making a video having a duration between
one to 5 minutes along with a write-up of up to 300 words.
● The participants can share their videos with the link of their
YouTube video on the MyGov portal www.mygov.in
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2. Union Minister Anurag Thakur confers first-ever SAI Institutional
Awards to 246 athletes and coaches
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● Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Anurag Thakur
conferred the first ever Sports Authority of India's
Institutional Awards to 246 athletes and coaches in New
Delhi.
● A total of 162 athletes and 84 coaches have been conferred
awards in the Outstanding Award and Best Award category
for their performance in national and international
competitions with cash awards.
● The awards acknowledge the exceptional performance of
the SAI athletes and coaches under the various sports
promotion schemes at the national and international level
from 2016.
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3. Mizoram paired with Bihar under Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat
campaign
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● The Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat campaign is a mantra that
gives us inner strength towards binding people of different
areas of the country with friendship and fraternity.
● Mizoram is paired with Bihar under the Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat campaign.
● Both states have apparently different cultures and
languages too but many people from two states share a
loving experience of cultural exchanges.
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4. Films Division to pay cinematic tribute to Lala Lajpat Rai on his
93th death anniversary
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● Films Division will pay a cinematic tribute to the doyen of
Indian Independence movement, popularly known as
Punjab Kesari on his 93th death anniversary today.
● Films Division will stream a 21-minute English biopic, “Lala
Lajpat Rai” on its Website and YouTube channel.
● The biopic depicting the great activist’s life and his heroic
relentless fight for India’s Independence, will stream for 24
hours today.
● This special screening will be a part of ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebration by the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting.

5. Uttarakhand builds ‘India’s first’ grass conservatory
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● A grass conservatory spread across 2 acres and having 90
species of grass, which the Uttarakhand forest department
claims to be the first of its kind in the country, was opened
in Ranikhet, Almora District on Sunday for the public.
● This conservatory is funded under the Central
Government’s CAMPA (Compensatory Afforestation Fund
Management and Planning Authority) scheme and is
developed by the research wing of the Uttarakhand Forest
Department. To create awareness about the importance of
grass species, promote their conservation, and facilitate
research in the field.
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6. World Bank and Asian Development Bank launches 'WePOWER
India Partnership Forum'
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● This important initiative was attended by 168 key energy
sector stakeholders. The event was organized by the World
Bank and Asian Development Bank in association with the
India Smart Grid Forum (ISGF).
● The WePOWER India Partnership Forum was held through
a virtual platform on November 9, 2021, to boost the South
Asia Women in Power Sector Professional Network
(WePOWER) in India.
● Initiated in 2019, WB in collaboration with ADB launched
the WePOWER to promote gender equality in the Indian
electricity sector.
● It is a network of 28 energy sector utilities and
organizations. It also promotes normative change for
women and girls in Science Technology, Engineering, and
Math (STEM) education.
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7. India’s First Fisheries Business Incubation Centre.
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● Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, Parshottam Rupala inaugurated the country’s
first-of-its-kind, a dedicated business incubator to be
known as LINAC- NCDC Fisheries Business Incubation
Centre (LlFlC) in Haryana’s Gurugram costing Rs. 3.23
crore to nurture fisheries start-ups under real market-led
conditions.
● The incubator is known as LINAC- NCDC Fisheries
Business Incubation Centre (LlFlC). It was inaugurated by
the Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, Shri Parshottam Rupala.
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Sports News
8. Janette Brittin, Mahela Jayawardene and Shaun Pollock
inducted into ICC Hall of Fame
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● The International Cricket Council (ICC) announced cricket
legends Mahela Jayawardena (Sri Lanka), Shaun Pollock
(SA), and Janette Brittin (England) were inducted into the
hall of fame.
● The ICC Hall of Fame recognizes the achievements of the
legends of the game from cricket’s long and illustrious
history. 106 players have been inducted since its launch in
2009.
● Brittin, who died in 2017, was a mainstay of the England
Test team for 19 years, helping pave the way for women’s
cricket from 1979 to 1998.
● ICC Deputy Chairman: Imran Khwaja
● ICC Chairman: Greg Barclay
● ICC Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates
● ICC Founded: 15 June 1909
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International Days
9. International Students’ Day: 17 November
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● The day is celebrated every year to focus on availing
education for all students. The day aims to ensure that
every student has access to education around the globe.
● This day was chosen to be commemorated as the
International Students’ Day due to the events that took
place in Prague during World War-II.
● The mission for the day is to encourage students to think
beyond traditional career opportunities, prepare for future
careers and entrance into the workplace.

National Epilepsy Day: 17 November
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● Epilepsy is a chronic non-communicable disease of the
brain that affects around 50 million people worldwide.
● It is characterized by recurrent seizures, which are brief
episodes of involuntary movement that may involve a part
of the body or the entire body and are sometimes
accompanied by loss of consciousness and control of
bowel or bladder function.
● Nearly 80 per cent of people with epilepsy live in low and
middle-income countries.
● Therefore, it is significant to make people aware of the
condition and reduce the number of affected people.
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Naturopathy Day: 18 November
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● The National Naturopathy Day is observed in India on 18
November every year, to promote positive mental and
physical health through a drugless system of medicine,
called as Naturopathy.
● The day was declared by the Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda,
Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy),
Government of India, on November 18, 2018.
● It was on this day in 1945, when Mahatma Gandhi became
lifetime Chairman of the All India Nature Cure Foundation
Trust.
● Minister of AYUSH: Sarbananda Sonowal
● Minister of State (IC) of the Ministry of AYUSH: Munjapara
Mahendrabhai.
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Appointments
12. Sourav Ganguly Chairman of ICC Men’s Cricket Committee
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● The President of BCCI, Sourav Ganguly has been
appointed as the Chairman of the ICC Men’s Cricket
Committee, during the ICC Board Meeting. Ganguly will
replace Anil Kumble who assumed the charge in 2012.
● Going forward the ICC Women’s Committee will be known
as the ICC Women’s Cricket Committee and will assume all
decision making the responsibility for women’s cricket
reporting directly to the CEC. Johnny Grave, CEO of
Cricket West Indies has been appointed to the ICC
Women’s Cricket Committee.
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Books and Authors
13. “The Disruptor: How Vishwanath Pratap Singh Shook India”:
Debashish Mukerji

PL
U

TU

S

AC

AD

● HarperCollins India presents a richly detailed narrative of
Vishwanath Pratap Singh's extraordinarily eventful life
● The book presents a detailed account on India’s eighth
Prime Minister (PM), Vishwanath Pratap Singh (V P Singh),
who served as PM between December 1989 to November
1990.
● He also served as the Defence Minister of India & the Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh.

By Sameer Singhal

