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National News
1. Queen Elizabeth II laid to rest at St George's Chapel in Windsor
Castle
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● Queen Elizabeth II, Britain's longest-reigning monarch, has
been laid to rest at St George's Chapel in Windsor Castle,
bringing an end to days of public mourning.
● The Queen's coffin was lowered into the royal vault next to
her husband, Prince Philip, yesterday.
● The burial service was an entirely private affair with only
members of the Royal Family present at the Windsor
Castle.
● The crown jeweller removed the instruments of state - the
imperial state crown, the orb and sceptre - from the coffin
before they were put on the altar, symbolising the end of
the Queen's reign.
● Earlier in the day, the late Queen was honoured with a full
state funeral at Westminster Abbey - the building in which
she was married, and crowned Queen.
● During his sermon, the Archbishop of Canterbury said the
late Queen touched a multitude of lives during her 70-year
reign.

2. Bangladesh score a historic win to lift SAFF Women’s
Championship
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● Bangladesh won a historic victory at the SAFF Women’s
Championship to lift the maiden title at the Dasarath
Rangasala Stadium in Kathmandu yesterday.
● The Bangladesh team defeated hosts Nepal by 3-1 in the
finals before a full stadium watching some brilliant football
on display.
● Starting with an early injury to one of its star performers
Sirat Jahan Swapna in the 10th minute, Bangladesh came
on top with the replacement Shamsunnahar Jr scoring a
goal only four minutes later.
● Krishna Rani Sarkar scored the other two goals to secure a
resounding victory for Bangladesh to claim the SAFF title.
● In the rain-soaked stadium, Krishna Rani Sarkar scored the
second goal in the 42nd minute with a brilliant pass from
the skipper Sabina Khatun.
● In the second half of the match, Nepal put up spirited play
to score a goal in the 69th minute with Anita Basnet putting
the ball into the net.
● However, the Bangladeshi team wrapped up the match 3-1
with a 77th-minute goal by Krishna Rani Sarkar.

3. Munoth Industries to commission India’s 1st lithium-ion cell
factory in Andhra Pradesh
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● The Minister of State for Electronics and Information
Technology, Rajeev Chandrasekhar has launched the
pre-production run of India’s first lithium-ion cell
manufacturing facility at Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh.
● This state-of-the-art facility has been set up by
Chennai-based Munoth Industries Limited with an outlay of
Rs 165 crores.
● The facility is located in one of the two Electronics
Manufacturing Clusters set up in the temple town, by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in 2015.
● The installed capacity of the plant at present is 270 MWH
and can produce 20,000 cells of 10Ah capacity daily. These
cells are used in power banks and this capacity is around
60 per cent of India’s present requirement.
● Cells for other consumer electronics like mobile phones,
hearable and wearable devices will also be produced.
● Currently, India imports complete requirements of
lithium-ion cells primarily from China, South Korea,
Vietnam, and Hong Kong.

4. IAF set to retire Abhinandan Varthaman’s MiG-21 squadron by
Sept end
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● The Indian Air Force is set to retire its Srinagar-based
MiG-21 squadron ‘Sword Arms’ that Wing Commander
Abhinandan Varthaman.
● MiG-21 squadron ‘Sword Arms’ was a part of when he had
downed an F-16 combat aircraft of Pakistan a day after the
Balakot strike in February 2019.
● ‘Sword Arms’ is one of its four remaining squadrons of
ageing MiG-21 fighter jets.
● The No. 51 Squadron is to be retired by the end of
September, “as per the plan”.
● The remaining three squadrons of MiG-21 will be phased
out by 2025.
● IAF is inducting different variants of the indigenous Tejas
light combat aircraft to replace the MiG-21s.
● The air force got its first single-engine MiG-21 in 1963, and
it went on to induct 874 variants of the Soviet-origin
supersonic fighters to bolster its combat potential.

5. USAID And UNICEF Launches Doordarshan And YouTube Series
Titled ‘Door Se Namaste’ In New Delhi

PL
U

TU

S

AC

AD

EM

Y

● The US Agency for International Development and UNICEF
launched the Doordarshan and YouTube series titled “Door
Se Namaste” at a function held in New Delhi.
● A theatrical film on Duur Se Namaste was screened at the
event, taking the audience through the main story, and
showing how the messages of vaccine promotion and
COVID-19 Appropriate Behavior (CAB) have been
interwoven in the entertainment education series.
● Door Se Namaste is a new television series which
promotes healthy behaviours in a post-pandemic world. It
is a fictional Hindi series developed in an entertainment
education format highlighting the challenges of a
post-pandemic world and promoting the adoption of
healthy behaviour and practices.
● The programme will be telecast on every Sunday from 11
AM to 12 noon.
● The series is produced by National Film Award winner and
Padmashee, Nil Madhav Panda’s production house,
Elleeanora Images Pvt. Ltd.

6. Swati Piramal conferred top French civilian honour
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● Swati Piramal, Vice Chairperson, Piramal Group has been
conferred the Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur (Knight of
the Legion of Honour).
● The highest French civilian award comes in recognition of
Piramal’s outstanding achievements and contribution in
the fields of business and industry, science, medicine, art
and culture, both nationally and internationally.
● The award was presented to her by H.E. Catherine
Colonna, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs of France
on behalf of President Emmanuel Macron.
● In 2006, she was also awarded the Chevalier de l’Ordre
National du Mérite (Knight of the Order of Merit), France’s
second highest civilian honour.
● Swati Piramal is also a recipient of the Padma Shri, one of
the highest civilian honours of India, as a champion of
developing frameworks and policies to support women in
leadership roles.

By Sameer Singhal
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