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National News
1. 61st edition of Subroto Cup International Football Tournament
begins after gap of two years
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● The 61st edition of the Subroto Cup International Football
Tournament began after a gap of two years, at the BR
Ambedkar Stadium in Delhi marking the start of the most
prestigious football tournament for schools all over the
country.
● The tournament, organised by the Subroto Mukherjee
Sports Education Society (SMSES) along with the Indian
Air Force, kicked-off the first match in the Under-14 Boys
category between National Cadet Corps (NCC) and Govt.
● Model HSS, Sector 36, Chandigarh which finished in a
goalless draw.
● 15 matches will be played today across four stadiums - B.R
Ambedkar, Tejas Park, Subroto Park and Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium.
● There are 32 teams divided into eight groups in the Boys
U-14 category.
● The topper in each group will qualify for the quarter-finals.
● A total of 92 schools representing 25 States and Union
Territories of India have qualified across the three (U-14
Boys, U-17 Girls, U-17 Boys) categories and Air Force
School, Bangladesh will also be competing in the
tournament.

2. Legendary artist Ram Chandra Manjhi passes away
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● In Bihar, the doyen of Bhojpuri folk theatre art “Launda
Naach” and legendary artist Ram Chandra Manjhi passed
away yesterday. 97-year old Manjhi breathed his last in a
hospital in Patna.
● He was born in a family of weaker section of society in a
riverine village Tujarpur in the Nagra block of Saran district
in Bihar.
● Manjhi was an oldest member of a troupe of great folk
artist and Bhojpuri poet with the sobriquet “Shakespeare
of Bhojpuri” Bhikhari Thakur.
● He was a staunch supporter of good and meaningful songs
and performances in Bhojpuri folk theater.
● Felicitated with Sangeet Natak Academy Award Manjhi was
also a prestigious Padma Shri awardee in the field of Arts.
President Ram Nath Kovind had honored the legendary
Launda Naach performer last year.
● The Launda Naach is a prominent Bhojpuri folk art of Bihar
comprising songs, dance, comedy, satire, parody and
theater. In this art, men impersonate women wearing sari,
blouse, long hair wig during the performance.

3. DRDO, Indian Army successfully complete six flight-tests of
QRSAM system
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● Defence Research and Development Organisation DRDO
and Indian Army have successfully completed six
flight-tests of Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missile
QRSAM system from Integrated Test Range Chandipur off
the Odisha coast.
● The flight tests were conducted as part of evaluation trials
by the Indian Army.
● The flight-tests were carried out against high-speed aerial
targets mimicking various types of threats to evaluate the
capability of the weapon systems under different scenarios
including long range medium altitude, short range, high
altitude manoeuvring target, low radar signature with
receding and crossing target and salvo launch with two
missiles fired in quick succession.
● The system performance was also evaluated under day and
night operation scenarios.

4. PM Modi to inaugurate Kartavya Path at India Gate in New Delhi;
to also unveil statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
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● Prime Minister Narendra Modi will today inaugurate the
Kartavya Path - a stretch of the Central Vista from the
Rashtrapati Bhavan to India Gate.
● It symbolizes a shift from erstwhile Rajpath being an icon
of power to Kartavya Path being an example of public
ownership and empowerment.
● The entire stretch has been revamped under the Modi
government's ambitious Central Vista redevelopment
project.
● Over the years, Rajpath and adjoining areas of the Central
Vista Avenue had been witnessing pressure of increasing
traffic of visitors, putting stress on its infrastructure.
● It lacked basic amenities like public toilets, drinking water,
street furniture and adequate parking space.
● In view of it, a need was felt to organise the Republic Day
parade and other National events in a less disruptive
manner with minimal restrictions on public movement.
● The redevelopment has been done bearing these concerns
in mind while also ensuring the integrity and continuity of
architectural character.
● On the occasion, Mr Modi will also unveil the statue of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at India Gate.
● The jet black granite statue, measuring a total of 28 feet,
will be placed under the Canopy near India Gate.

5. Asian Games, Commonwealth medal-winning boxer Birju Sah
passed away
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● Indian boxer, Birju Sah has passed away recently, the first
Indian boxer to win medals at both the Asian and
Commonwealth Games. He was 48.
● He won bronze medals at both the Commonwealth & Asian
Games in 1994.
● Sah’s first significant international success came at 19 in
the 1993 Asian Junior Championships in Bangkok,
Thailand.
● He took bronze in the light flyweight (45-48kg) division.
● The success on the continental stage was noticed by the
Indian boxing federation which selected Birju Sah for the
senior national camp.

6. ‘Pudhumai Penn’ scheme launched
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● Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has launched the
Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammaiyar Higher Education
Assurance scheme titled ‘Pudhumai Penn’ at a function in
Chennai, in the presence of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.
● Mr Kejriwal also unveiled 26 schools of excellence and 15
model schools set up by the Tamil Nadu government
emulating the model by his AAP government in Delhi.
● Pudhumai Penn scheme, girl students, who studied from
Class V to Class XII in state government schools would be
paid monthly assistance of Rs 1,000 till they complete their
graduation or diploma.
● The scheme aims to benefit six lakh girls every year and Rs
698 crore has been allocated in the budget for its
implementation.
● Stalin said after his government came to power, keeping in
mind changing needs, the Moovalur Ramamirtham
Ammaiyar Marriage Assistance scheme was converted into
the Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammaiyar Higher Education
Assurance scheme, now implemented as the Pudhumai
Penn scheme, for the benefit of economically-weaker
families who are not able to send their girl children to
colleges due to financial constraints.

7. The Carnatic maestro: T V Sankaranarayanan passes away
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● Renowned Carnatic musician, TV Sankaranarayan has
passed away. He was 77.
● He was the torchbearer for the Madurai Mani Iyer style of
Carnatic music.
● He had shared several stages with Madurai Mani Iyer.
● He won the Madras Music Academy’s Sangeeta Kalanidhi
Award in 2003 and was honoured with the Padma Bhushan
in 2003.
● He was the son of musicians Tiruvalangal Vembu Iyer and
Gomati Ammal.
● Sankaranarayanan was born in Mayiladuthurai in 1945 after
Madurai Mani Iyer had shifted his base there due to the
evacuation in Chennai during the Second World War.
● The family returned to Chennai in the 1950s and
Sankaranarayanan studied law, though he opted for a
full-time career in music.

By Sameer Singhal
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