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National News
1. India,US begin joint Special Forces exercise at Bakloh in
Himachal Pradesh
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● The 13th Edition of the Indo-US Joint Special Forces
exercise “Ex Vajra Prahar 2022” commenced at the Special
Forces Training School at Bakloh of Himachal Pradesh
yesterday.
● The Vajra Prahar series of joint exercise aims to share best
practices and experiences in areas such as joint mission
planning and operational tactics as also to improve
interoperability between the Special Forces of both the
Nations.
● This annual exercise is hosted alternatively between India
and the United States.
● The 12th edition was conducted at Joint Base Lewis
Mcchord, Washington (USA) in October last year.
● The Ministry of Defence in a statement said, this joint
exercise is a significant step in strengthening the
traditional bond of friendship between the special forces of
both Nations as well as improve bilateral defence
cooperation between India and the USA.
● During the exercise, teams of both armies would jointly
train, plan and execute a series of Special Operations,
Counter Terrorist Operations, Air Borne operations in
simulated conventional and unconventional scenarios in
mountainous terrain.

2. Gustavo Petro sworn in as Colombia's first leftist President
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● In Colombia, the first leftist President was sworn into office
on Sunday. Mr. Gustavo Petro was a former member of
Colombia's M-19 guerrilla group, won the Presidential
Election in June by beating conservative parties.
● He promised to fight inequality and help heralding a
turning point in the history of a country haunted by a long
war between the government and guerrilla groups.
● The new President also announced that Colombia will stop
granting new licenses for oil exploration and will ban
fracking projects, even though the oil industry makes up
almost 50 per cent of the nation's legal exports.
● According to media reports, Mr Petro is part of a growing
group of leftist politicians and political outsiders who have
been winning elections in Latin America since the
pandemic broke out.
● A 2016 peace deal between Colombia's Government and
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia turned much
of the focus of voters away from the violent conflicts
playing out in rural areas.
● It also gave prominence to problems like poverty and
corruption, fueling the popularity of leftist parties in
national elections.

3. Curtains come down on 22nd Commonwealth Games ; India
finish fourth overall with 61 medals, including 22 gold
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● The Commonwealth Games 2022 came to an end last night
with a glittering closing ceremony at the Alexander
Stadium in Birmingham.
● The action-packed edition Games concluded following
eleven days of sporting activities in which more than 5,000
athletes from 72 nations and territories competed.
● The closing ceremony kicked off with a musical
performance from Solihull band Ocean Color Scene.
● It was followed by an appearance from the athletes of the
72 participating nations and territories who took a walk
around the Stadium.
● The Indian contingent was led by Boxer Nikhat Zareen and
Table tennis player Achanta Sharath Kamal with the Indian
flag at the closing ceremony.
● The curtains were drawn on the Birmingham Games with
the lowering of the flag of the Commonwealth Games
Federation which was handed over to the state of Victoria
in Australia which will be hosting the next edition of the
Games in 2026.
● At Commonwealth Games 2022, India finished fourth in the
overall medals tally with a total of 61 medals including 22
gold, 16 silver and 23 bronze.
● The Indian contingent gave a commendable performance at
the games.
● Wrestling topped the medal chart with 12 medals including
six gold while weightlifting accounted for 10 medals.

● Australia topped the final standings with 178 medals
including 67 gold, 57 silver, 54 bronze, followed by Host
England with 175 medals including 56 gold, 65 silver, 53
bronze. Canada stood third with 92 medals including 26
gold medals, 32 silver and 34 bronze.
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4. International Day of World’s Indigenous Peoples being
celebrated today
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● The International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples is
being celebrated today.
● The day is celebrated every year on 9th of August to
acknowledge the contributions and achievements of the
indigenous communities around the globe.
● The United Nations General Assembly on 23rd of
December in 1994 decided to observe International Day of
the World’s Indigenous Peoples annually on 9th of August
in recognition of the inaugural session of the UN working
body on Indigenous Populations held on this day in 1982.
● Indigenous peoples are inheritors and practitioners of
unique cultures. Indigenous peoples’ conceptualization of
health and well-being is generally broader and more
holistic, with health frequently viewed as both an individual
and a collective right, strongly determined by community,
land and the natural environment.
● Every year, the United Nations chooses a theme for
commemorating the day.
● This year, the theme for the International Day of the World’s
Indigenous Peoples is ‘The Role of Indigenous Women in

the Preservation and Transmission of Traditional
Knowledge.
● This theme emphasises the role that women of indigenous
communities play in carrying forward their traditions and
cultures.

Ac

ad
em

y

5. CSIR gets its first woman director general in Nallathamby
Kalaiselvi
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● Senior electrochemical scientist, Nallathamby Kalaiselvi
has become the first woman director general of the Council
of Scientific and Industrial Research.
● Her appointment is for a period of two years with effect
from the date of assumption of charge of the post or until
further orders, whichever is earlier.
● Kalaiselvi succeeds Shekhar Mande, who superannuated in
April.
● Kalaiselvi has risen through the ranks in CSIR and had
broken the proverbial glass ceiling by becoming the first
woman scientist to head the Central Electrochemical
Research Institute (CSIR-CECRI) in February 2019.
● CSIR Founded: 26 September 1942
● CSIR President: Prime Minister of India.

6. $1 trillion economy target: UP govt appoints Deloitte consultant
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● The Government of Uttar Pradesh has decided to appoint
Deloitte India as a consultant.
● The aim of this decision is that it will suggest plans for
bringing the state’s economy to the USD 1 trillion mark.
● The UP government signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with Deloitte India on Friday.
● In the presence of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, the MoU
was signed between the consultancy agency and the
government of Uttar Pradesh.
● On 19 July 2022, the Government of Uttar Pradesh decided
to appoint Deloitte India as the consultant for improving
the Economy of the most populous state of India.
● Yogi Adityanath takes this decision aiming for the
advantage and economic development of Uttar Pradesh.
● The project aims that Uttar Pradesh will become a
benchmark for the policy of ‘Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas’ with
a trillion-dollar economy.
● Deloitte will present a future action plan in 90 days and it
will be presented to Yogi Adityanath.

7. Nikhat Zareen wins maiden CWG gold to extend India's boxing
juggernaut at Commonwealth Games 2022
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● Nikhat Zareen wins the Gold medal at Commonwealth
Games 2022 in Birmingham. She defeated Mc Naul of
Northern Islands in the finals, by 5-0 in women’s light-fly
48kg-50kg Boxing.
● With Nikhat Zareen’s gold medal at Commonwealth Games
2022, India gets a total of 17 golds and 48 total medals.
● Nikhat Zareen again proves her dominance in the world of
boxing.
● Nikhat Zareen was born on 14th June 1996 in Nizamabad,
Andhra Pradesh.
● She was introduced to boxing by her father, Mohammad
Jameel Ahmed.
● Zareen has been appointed as the staff officer in Bank of
India, Zonal Office at AC Guards, Hyderabad.

8. Dalai Lama honored with Ladakh's highest civilian award ‘dPal
rNgam Duston’
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● Tibetan spiritual leader, Dalai Lama was honoured with the
‘dPal rNgam Duston’ award, the highest civilian honour of
Ladakh.
● This award is given for his immense contribution to
humanity, especially towards the union territory.
● The sixth award was conferred by Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council (LAHDC), Leh which celebrated the
‘dPal rNgam Duston’ with great fervour on the occasion of
its foundation day at Sindhu Ghat.
● The 87-year-old spiritual leader, who is on a visit to the
union territory since July 15, appreciated the gesture and
stressed maintaining communal harmony in the region.
● The ‘dPal rNgam Duston’ marks the celebration of the
remarkable contribution and achievement of the heroes of
Ladakh and seeks to instil a sense of pride in the younger
generation.

By Sameer Singhal

