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CURRENT AFFAIRS

August 2021

National News
1. India elected to CA And POC of Universal Postal Union
•
•
•
•
•
•

India has won the elections for membership of two key bodies of the Universal Postal Union (UPU),
during the 27th UPU Congress in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire.
India got elected to the Council of Administration(CA) with 134 votes, out of 156 countries. The country
received the highest votes in CA elections from South Asia and the Oceania region.
Apart from this, India has also been elected to the Postal Operations Council (POC) with 106 votes.
India will now work with all to strengthen cooperation in the Universal Postal Union.
Universal Postal UnionHeadquarters: Bern, Switzerland;
Universal Postal UnionFounded: 9 October 1874;
Universal Postal Union Director-General; Masahiko Meteko.

2. Ministry of Labour & Employment launches e-Shram Portal
•

Ministry of Labour & Employment has launched e-Shram Portal to link Unorganised Workers with
social security schemes being implemented by the Central and State Governments.
2

www.plutusacademy.com

•
•
•

•

Minister for Labour and Employment, Bhupender Yadav has launched the portal where 38 crore
Unorganised Workers can register themselves and in turn benefit from various social security schemes.
Every unorganised worker who registers on the eSHRAM Portal will get Rs 2.0 Lakh Accidental
Insurance cover. (Rs 2.0 Lakh on death or permanent disability and Rs 1.0 lakh on partial disability).
Upon registration on the eSHRAM Portal, the worker will get an eSHRAM card with a unique 12 digit
Universal Account Number (UAN) and will be able to access the benefits of the various social security
schemes through this Card anywhere anytime.
eSHRAM Portal will help in the creation of a National Database of Unorganized Workers (NDUW).

International News
3. China, Pakistan, Thailand, Mongolia to hold military exercise “Shared
Destiny-2021”
•

•

•

•

The armed force of the country China,
Pakistan, Mongolia and Thailand will
take part in a multinational peacekeeping
exercise named “Shared Destiny-2021”.
The exercise will be held in China in the
month of September 2021.
The four countries will take part in the first
multinational peacekeeping live exercise
“Shared Destiny-2021” at the combinedarms tactical training base of the PLA in
Henan’s Queshan county.
All the four countries will dispatch more
than 1,000 troops to participate in the
drills, involving units of infantry, fast response, security, helicopter, engineering, transportation and
medical services.
The scenario of the exercise is joint operations of multinational peacekeeping forces and the exercise will
be held in a close-to-real battlefield environment set in accordance with the international, professional
and realistic combat standards.
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Appointments News
4. Mansukh Mandaviya appointed Chairperson of Stop TB Partnership
Board
•
•
•

•

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Mansukh Mandaviya has taken over charge as the
Chairperson of Stop TB Partnership Board.
He has replaced Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan as the chairman.
India aims to end TB by 2025 while the UN aims to end TB by 2030.
The Stop TB Partnership is a United Nations-hosted partnership program that aims to fight against
tuberculosis collectively.

The Stop TB Partnership also welcomed the incoming Board Vice-Chair Austin Arinze Obiefuna. He
will take over as the Board Vice-Chair from 1 January 2022 for a period of three years.

Summits and Conferences News
5. G20 Ministerial Conference on Women’s Empowerment held in Italy
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•

•

•

The First-ever G20 Ministerial Conference on Women’s Empowerment was held at Santa Margherita
Ligure, Italy. It was held in mixed format i.e people participated in physical form and via video conference
also.
The Union Minister of Women & Child Development, Smt. Smriti Irani addressed the meet on behalf
of India. The Union Minister reaffirmed India’s commitment towards addressing gender and womencentric issues through mutual cooperation.
G20 Conference on Women Empowerment acknowledged the common objectives and shared
responsibilities to advance the goals of equality and development of women and girls in all spheres
including STEM, Financial and Digital Literacy, Environment and Sustainability.

Defence News
6. NSG commandos undertake counter-terrorist drills ‘Gandiv’
•
•

•
•

•
•

The third edition of the week-long annual exercise called ‘Gandiv’ was launched at these locations by
the NSG from August 22 and it will continue till August 28.
Multiple cities in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and the National Capital Region are hosting
synchronised commando drills as part of a national mock exercise being carried out by the counterterrorism force National Security Guard (NSG) to check its response time and reaction to hostage and
hijack-like situations. Gandiv was the name of Arjuna’s bow in Mahabharata.
The drills are aimed to “validate the planning parameters” of the commando force in the event of a
terrorist attack, hijack of an aircraft or hostage situation.
The NSG was raised as a federal counter-terrorism force in 1984 to undertake surgical commando
operations in order to neutralise terrorist and hijack threats. It also has a special squad that provides
armed security cover to at least 13 high-risk VVIPs at present.
National Security Guard Headquarters: New Delhi.
The motto of the National Security Guard: Sarvatra Sarvottam Suraksha.
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7. BPR&D collaborates with AICTE to launch India’s first hackathon
“MANTHAN 2021”

•

•

•
•
•

The Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D) in collaboration with the All India Council
for Technical Education (AICTE) have launched a unique national Hackathon named ‘MANTHAN
2021’.
The basic objective of this hackathon is to identify innovative concepts and technology solutions for
addressing the security challenges of the 21st century faced by the intelligence agencies of the country
and empower these enforcement agencies.
The Hackathon is scheduled to be held from November 28 to December 01, 2021, in an online mode.
The winning team will receive a number worth Rs. 40 Lakh.
The Hackathon will be held under 6 themes for 20 different challenge statements using new technologies
like Artificial Intelligence, Deep Learning, Augmented reality, Machine Learning among others.

Schemes and Conferences News
8. Election Commission organizes SVEEP Consultation Workshop
•

•

•
•
•
•

The Election Commission of India (ECI) organized the Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) Consultation Workshop. As a part of this workshop, the Chief Election
Commissioner, Sushil Chandra along with Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar unveiled a new
initiative.
The main objective of the two-day workshop was to review State SVEEP Plans, conduct extensive
deliberations on the important aspects of SVEEP and formulate a comprehensive strategy for future
elections.
The SVEEP program is the flagship program of the Election Commission of India for voter education
& awareness.
The new voters would send a personalized letter from the Commission when sending out their Voter
ID Cards.
The package would include a Voter Guide for new voters, a congratulatory letter and a pledge for ethical
voting.
Election Commission Formed: 25 January 1950;
6
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•
•

Election Commission Headquarters: New Delhi;
First executive of Election Commission: Sukumar Sen.

Ranks and Reports News
9. Niti Aayog releases NER District SDG Index report
•

•

•

NITI Aayog and Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region have launched the North Eastern
Region District SDG Index Report and Dashboard 2021–22, with technical support from UNDP. The
index is based on NITI Aayog’s SDG India Index.
According to the report, the East Sikkim district of Sikkim has topped the North Eastern Region (NER)
District SDG Index 2021-22 while the Kiphire district of Nagaland was ranked last amongst 103 districts
in the ranking. Gomati, North Tripura is second, West Tripura is third in the ranking.
The Index measures the performance of the districts of the eight states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura on the Sustainable Development Goals
and ranks these districts on the basis of the same. NER District SDG Index is the first of its kind in the
country as it focuses on the North Eastern Region.
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Miscellaneous News
10. Sonu Sood to be brand ambassador by Delhi govt for ‘Desh ke Mentors’
Programme
•

•

•

Chief Minister of Delhi, Arvind Kejriwal has announced that Bollywood actor Sonu Sood will be the
brand ambassador of the Delhi government’s ‘Desh Ke Mentors’ programme. The programme will be
soon launched by Delhi Government.
The programme entails “adopting” one to ten government school students who can be mentored by
citizens who are successful in their respective fields. Mentors will take out 10 minutes every week to
guide students over the phone.

Interested citizens can adopt between one to ten children studying in the city’s government schools as
part of the initiative.
BY SOHIL SINGH

National News
1. Ministry of Home Affairs issues Guidelines for “Unlock 4”
•
•
•

The Ministry of Home Affairs has issued “Unlock 4” guidelines for the phased re-opening of activities
in areas outside the Containment Zones.
The “Unlock 4” guidelines will be effective from September 1, 2020.
These guidelines have been framed on the basis of feedback obtained from States and Union Territories,
and extensive consultations held with related Central Ministries and Departments. Key features of the
“Unlock 4” guidelines are as follows:
8

www.plutusacademy.com

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

According to the new guidelines, Metro rail will be permitted to operate with effect from 7th September
2020 in a graded manner.
New guidelines permits the Social/ academic/ sports/ entertainment/ cultural/ religious/ political
functions and other congregations with a ceiling of 100 persons, with effect from 21st September
2020. All the above gatherings will have to follow mandatory wearing of face masks, social distancing,
provision for thermal scanning and hand wash or sanitizer.
It also allows the opening of Open air theatres with effect from 21st September 2020.
No restrictions will be there on Inter-State and intra-State movement.
The Schools, colleges, educational and coaching institutions will continue to remain closed for students
and regular class activity up to 30th September 2020. Although, Students of classes 9 to 12 may be
permitted to visit their schools, in areas outside the Containment Zones only, on voluntary basis, with
effect from 21st September 2020.
Cinema halls, swimming pools, entertainment parks, theatres (excluding open air theatre) and similar
places will continue to remain closed.
Lockdown shall is stated to be implemented strictly in the Containment Zones till 30th September,
2020.
Department of Higher Education (DHE) will permit the Higher Education Institutions only for research
scholars (Ph.D.) and post-graduate students of technical and professional programmes requiring
laboratory/ experimental works, in consultation with Ministry of Home Affairs.
Union Minister of Home Affairs: Amit Shah.

2. UAE’s DMCC launches “Agriota E-Marketplace”
•

•

Government of Dubai Authority on commodities trade
and enterprise, Dubai Multi Commodities Centre
(DMCC) has rolled out a technology-driven agricommodity trading and sourcing platform “Agriota
E-Marketplace”.
The platform which uses blockchain will help in
bridging the gap between millions of rural farmers in
India and the UAE’s food industry.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

The Agriota platform will connect Indian farmers directly with the entire food industry in the UAE,
including food processing companies, traders as well as wholesalers.
The E-Marketplace will enable them to bypass intermediaries and optimise the supply chain.
It will also ensure end-to-end traceability and transparency in order to create value for all stakeholders.
Chief Executive Officer of Dubai Multi Commodities Centre: Ahmed Bin Sulayem.
President of UAE: Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.
Capital of UAE: Abu Dhabi; Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham.

States in News
3. India’s 1st International Women’s Trade Centre to be set up in Kerala
•
•
•

•

•

Kerala will establish the first international women’s trade centre (IWTC) of India at Angamaly.
The IWTC would be set by Kerala in consonance with the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).
The IWTC seeks to accelerate the women entrepreneurship and secure gender parity. It will also offer a
safe place away from home to women to start new businesses, set up or expand, and get their products
marketed globally.
IWTC will also enable women entrepreneurs to participate in international trade, and enhance their
competitiveness to tap market opportunities. Hence, it will enable women to enjoy greater economic
benefits.
Chief Minister of Kerala: Pinarayi Vijayan; Governor: Arif Mohammad Khan.

4. UP Government launches “Major Dhyan Chand Vijaypath Yojana”
•

“Major Dhyan Chand Vijaypath Yojana” has been launched by the Uttar Pradesh government.

•

Under this scheme, 19 international players from the state of Uttar Pradesh will get road connectivity
to their houses.

•

The 19 international players who will be benefited from the scheme includes Indian pacer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, former pacer Praveen Kumar, Piyush Chawla and Mohammad Kaif. The initial list of the
beneficiaries includes 19 players, and more players will be added to the scheme in the coming future.

•

Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh: Yogi Aditya Nath; Governor: Anandiben Patel.
10
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5. Gujarat to commence Seaplane service from 31 October 2020
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

The first-ever “seaplane services in Gujarat” will be commenced from 31 October 2020.
The seaplane service will offer seamless and affordable air connectivity from Sabarmati Riverfront in
Ahmedabad to Statue of Unity in Kevadia in Gujarat.
Spicejet Airline will operate the seaplane service to be commenced on the birth anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.
To start Seaplane services in the state, the Gujarat government has signed a tripartite agreement with
the Union Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA), and Airports Authority of India.
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh: Yogi Aditya Nath; Governor: Anandiben Patel.

Chief Minister of Gujarat: Vijaybhai R. Rupani; Governor: Acharya Dev Vrat.
Minister of State (I/C) for Civil Aviation: Hardeep Singh Puri.

Sports News
6. India & Russia jointly wins FIDE Online Chess Olympiad
•

India and Russia have become the joint winners of FIDE online Chess Olympiad. World chess governing
body FIDE declared both the finalists as joint winners after at least two games in the second match were
affected by internet connectivity issues.
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•

The FIDE Online Chess Olympiad was held for the first time due to the coronavirus pandemic. This is
the biggest team championship in chess as around 163 countries took part in the online tournament.

Important Days
7. International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances: 30 August
•
•
•
•
•

United Nations observes International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances globally on 30th
of August every year.
The day is being observed to express deep concern about the rise in enforced or involuntary disappearances
in different regions of the world including the incidents of arrest, detention and abduction.
All of the above incidents results in increasing number of reports pertaining to harassment, ill-treatment
and intimidation of witnesses of disappearances or relatives of persons who have disappeared.
UN General Assembly declared 30th of August as International Day of the Victims of Enforced
Disappearances and the day was observed for the first time in year 2011.
Secretary-General of United Nations: António Guterres.
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Obituaries News
8. Veteran Athletic coach Purushotham Rai passes away
•
•

•
•

•
•

India’s former athletic coach Purushotham Rai
passed away.
The former coach passed away a few hours before
receiving the Dronacharya Award, the highest
sporting award for a coach in India.
He became the third person from the state of
Karnataka to win Dronacharya award in Athletics.
He coached number of top athletes namely
Olympian
quarter-miler
Vandana
Rao,
heptathlete Pramila Aiyappa, Ashwini Nachappa,
Murali Kuttan, MK Asha, EB Shyla, Rosa Kutty
and GG Pramila.
Purushotham Rai’s name was announced for the Dronacharya award for year 2020 among the other
winners of National Sports Awards 2020.
He trained the Indian team for the 1987 World Athletics Championship, 1988 Asian Track and Field
Championships, and 1999 SAF Games.

Miscellaneous News
9. CISF develops in-house mobile app “Pensioners Corner”
•
•

•

•

The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) has made an inhouse mobile app “Pensioners Corner”.
The mobile app has been created by CISF to reach to the
pensioners and to bring them on to the digital platform as a
one stop solution.
Through the mobile app “Pensioners Corner”, CISF will reach
out to the Ex-Force personnel, who devoted their life for the
country, in order to increase their self esteem.
The mobile app comprises of inbuilt grievance redressal
mechanism and will also contain information about all
important circulars such as job opportunities and benefits
pertaining to pensioners.
BY SOHIL SINGH
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National News
1. IMF increases India’s quota of Special Drawing Rights (SDR)
•

•

•
•
•

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has made an allocation of Special Drawing Rights (SDR) 12.57
billion to India. (approx USD 17.86 billion). With this, the total SDR holding of India has gone upto
SDR 13.66 billion (equivalent to around USD 19.41 billion).
SDR is one of the components of the Foreign Exchange Reserves (FER) of India. Hence the Foreign
Exchange Reserves (FER) has also increased now. IMF has allocated a total of SDR 456 billion to all its
member countries out of which India has got SDR 12.57.
IMF Headquarters: Washington, D.C. U.S;
IMF Managing Director and Chairman: Kristalina Georgieva;
IMF Chief Economist: Gita Gopinath.

State News
2. Maharashtra to set up science city named after Rajiv Gandhi in Pune
•

The Maharashtra Government has decided to set up a world-class science city at Pimpri-Chinchwad
near Pune to develop a scientific outlook among the students and prepare them to become students in
future.
2
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•

•
•
•

To be named as ‘Bharat Ratna Rajiv Gandhi Science Innovation City’, a science Centre will be developed
on the one-acre area in an eight-acre complex in the PCMC area. The Centre has granted assistance of
Rs 191 crore to build the Science city in the PCMC area.
Maharashtra Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari;
Maharashtra Capital: Mumbai;
Maharashtra CM: Uddhav Thackeray.

Appointments News
3. Vartika Shukla becomes first woman CMD of Engineers India Ltd
•

•

•

Vartika Shukla took charge as the first woman Chairperson and Managing Director of public sector
enterprise Engineers India Ltd. She spearheaded the company’s innovative energy programmes,
including biofuels, coal gasification, waste to fuel and hydrogen energy, among others.
A graduate in Chemical Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, Shukla joined EIL
in 1988 and has extensive consulting experience comprising design, engineering, and implementation
of complexes in refining, gas processing, petrochemicals and fertilisers.
Engineers India Ltd Founded: 1965.
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Business News
4. HDFC Life to acquire Exide Life Insurance for Rs. 6,687 crore
•

HDFC Life has announced to acquire a 100 per cent stake in Exide Life Insurance Company in a stock
and cash deal, for Rs 6,887 crore. Subsequently, Exide Life will be merged with HDFC Life, subject to
regulatory approvals.

•

Exide Life is a wholly-owned subsidiary of battery maker Exide Industries. This acquisition will mark
one of the first and the largest acquisitions in the life insurance space.

•

From the total deal value of Rs 6,887 crore, HDFC Life will pay Rs 725 crore in cash, while the balance
amount will be in form of shares.

•

HDFC Life will issue 87.02 million equity shares of the face value of Rs 10 at a price of Rs 685 per share
to Exide Industries Limited.

•

Post the acquisition, Exide Industries will hold a 4.1 per cent stake in merged HDFC Life and mortgage
lender HDFC Ltd will hold 47.9 per cent. Currently, HDFC Ltd. holds a 49.9 per cent stake in HDFC
Life.

•

HDFC Life Headquarters: Mumbai;

•

HDFC Life CEO: Vibha Padalkar;

•

HDFC Life Founded: 2000.

Ranks and Reports News
5. University of Oxford tops Times World University Rankings 2022
•

The Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings 2022 has been announced. The
University of Oxford is at the top of the list, followed by the California Institute of Technology and
Harvard University at the second and third positions, respectively.
4
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•

The Indian Institute of Science (IISc),
Bengaluru, is placed between the
301-350 position. Incidentally, it is
also the only university in the top 350
rankings.
Three Indian educational institutes

have found a place in the top 400 list:
1. IISc Bangalore – 301-350 bracket
2.	Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Ropar – 351-400 bracket.
3. IIT Indore – 401-500 bracket.

Top Five Universities in the world:
1. University of Oxford, UK
2. California Institute of Technology, US
3. Harvard University, US
4. Stanford University, US
5. University of Cambridge, UK

6. India becomes 3rd largest Unicorn ecosystem in the world
•

•

•

Hurun Research Institute has released the Hurun India Future Unicorn List 2021, as per which India
is the third-largest Unicorn/startup ecosystem in the world. The USA is on top followed by China on
second.
India has 51 unicorns according to the list. The USA has 396 and China has 277 unicorns. Zilingo is
the top unicorn in the ranking in India with funding of USD 310. The headquarters of Zilingo is in
Singapore.
Bengaluru is the top Indian city in terms of the number of Unicorns headquartered in a city. Bengaluru
has 31 unicorns followed by Mumbai which has 12 unicorns.

5

www.plutusacademy.com

Summits and Conferences News
7. India to host conference on International Climate Summit 2020-21
•

India is all set to host a key conference as part of the International Climate Summit (ICS) 2020-21
to build a dialogue for India’s transition to clean energy. Policymakers, regulators, industry leaders,
experts, and scientists from across the globe are going to be a part of the climate summit.

•

Director of CSIR, National Chemical Laboratory, Dr Ashish Lele has underlined the importance of the
conference for the future mitigation strategies of climate change. The need to adopt these strategies and
the problems arose due to dependence on conventional fuels.

8. PM Modi Virtually Addresses 6th Eastern Economic Forum 2021
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually addressed the plenary session of the 6th Eastern Economic
Forum (EEF), organised in Vladivostok, Russia. An Indian delegation led by Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri and comprising leading Indian oil and gas companies are participating
in the EEF Summit 2021 in Russia.

•

On the sidelines of EEF, Petroleum Minister will also have meetings with Russian Energy Minister
Nikolay Shulginov to review bilateral energy cooperation in the energy sector and with the Russian
Minister for Development of Far East and Arctic Alexei Chekunkov to discuss the collaboration
between Indian and Russian companies in that region. Petroleum Minister will also co-chair IndiaRussia Business Dialogue.
6
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Sports News
9. Paralympics 2020: Archer Harvinder Singh Clinches Bronze in Men’s
Individual Recurve
•

•

•

In Paralympics 2020, India’s ace archer Harvinder Singh has won the bronze medal in the men’s
individual recurve open. The 31-year old has become India’s first-ever archer to win a medal in the
Paralympics.
With this win, India’s medal haul at the ongoing Paralympics Games in Tokyo has reached 13 [2G,6S,5B].
Harvinder defeated South Korea’s Kim Min Su 6-5 in a shoot-off to win India’s third medal of the day
at Tokyo 2020, taking India’s tally to 13.
Earlier, United States of America’s (USA) Kevin Mather defeated Harvinder by 6-4 in the semi-final.
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10. Tokyo Paralympics: Manish Narwal wins gold in 50m Mixed Pistol
•
•
•
•

Indian shooters Manish Narwal and Singhraj Adhana clinched the gold and silver medal respectively
in the P4 – Mixed 50m Pistol SH1 final at Asaka Shooting Range.
The 19-year-old Manish created the Paralympic record as he amassed 218.2 points to clinch the gold
while Singhraj grabbed his second medal of the Tokyo Paralympics with 216.7 points.
The Russian Paralympic Committee’s (RPC) Sergey Malyshev won the bronze medal.
India’s medal tally now stands at 15 at these Paralympics. It has now won three golds, seven silvers and
five bronze medals. This is India’s best tally at a single edition of the Para Games. It had won four medals
at Rio 2016 and four at the 1984 Paralympics.

Miscellaneous News
11. Canadian City Burnaby to Observe September 5 As Gauri Lankesh Day
•

The Canadian city of Burnaby has declared September 5 as “Gauri Lankesh Day”, as a tribute to the
dead journalist on her death anniversary, her sister Kavitha Lankesh.

•

The proclamation issued by the office of the Mayor of Burnaby Mike Hurley said Gauri Lankesh was a
courageous Indian journalist who stood up for truth and justice, challenged superstition and social ills,
and dedicated her life to serving the poor and oppressed.

•

Gauri Lankesh, a left-leaning journalist who brought out a magazine “Gauri Lankesh Patrike”, was shot
dead by two assailants on September 5, 2017 evening just outside her house in Bengaluru allegedly for
her anti-Hindutva stand.
8
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BY SOHIL SINGH

National News
1. India becomes first Asian nation to launch ‘Plastics Pact’
•
•
•

India has become the first Asian country to create the Plastics Pact, a new forum to promote a circular
plastics system.
On September 3, 2021, the British High Commissioner to India, Alexander Ellis, introduced the India
Plastic Pact platform during the Confederation of Indian Industry's 16th Sustainability Summit (CII).
The Future-Wide Fund for Nature-India (WWF India) and the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)
have collaborated on the new platform ‘India Plastic Pact,' which aims to build a world where plastic
is valued and does not poison the environment.

9
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•
•

The Pact targets the businesses to transition towards a circular economy for plastics by 2030.
The initiative is supported by UK Research & Innovation (UKRI) and WRAP, a global NGO based in
the UK, and endorsed by the British High Commission in India.

2. GoI launches AYUSH AAPKE DWAR campaign to distribute medicinal
saplings
•

•

•

The Ministry of AYUSH has initiated a campaign
called "AYUSH AAPKE DWAR" as part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations, with the
goal of distributing medicinal plant saplings to 75
lakh families in a year.
Union Minister of AYUSH Sarbananda Sonowal
of Mumbai launched the programme, during
which he gave medicinal plant saplings to locals.
Following that, the campaign was launched in over
45 different sites around the country.
The medicinal plants being distributed include
Tejpatta, Stevia, Ashoka, Giloy, Ashwagandha, Lemongrass, Tulsi, Sarpagandha and Amla. Under this
campaign, it is proposed to undertake the cultivation of medicinal plants across 75,000 hectares in one
year.

Appointments News
3. Cyrus Poncha becomes new Vice-President of Asian Squash Federation
•

•

•
•
•

Cyrus Poncha, Secretary-General of the Squash Rackets Federation of India (SRFI), was unanimously
chosen as Vice-President of the Asian Squash Federation (ASF) at the ASF's 41st annual general meeting.
The Dronacharya Awardee has been chosen to serve a four-year term.
For a second term, Hong Kong's David Mui was elected President of ASF without opposition. Mr Fayez
Abdullah S.Al-Mutairi of Kuwait and Tae-sook Hee of Korea were both elected as Vice-Presidents of the
ASF, in addition to Cyrus Poncha.
Asian Squash Federation Headquarters: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia;
Asian Squash Federation General Secretary: Duncan Chiu;
Asian Squash Federation Founded: 1980.
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Agreements News
4. India and US inks Project Agreement for Air-Launched Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle
•

•

•

A Project Agreement (PA) for AirLaunched Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
was signed between the Ministry of
Defence, the Government of India, and
the US Department of Defense (ALUAV).
This agreement is part of the Defence
Technology and Trade Initiative's Joint
Working Group Air Systems (DTTI).
The two countries will collaborate on the
design, development, demonstration,
testing, and evaluation of systems in order
to jointly create an ALUAV prototype.
The DTTI's goal is to maintain a strong leadership focus on collaborative technology exchange and
potential for co-production and co-development of future technologies for Indian and US military
forces.

Defence News
5. 28th Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise ‘SIMBEX-2021’
•

The 28th edition of the Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX) took place from
September 02 to 04, 2021. The SIMBEX-2021 annual bilateral maritime exercise was hosted by the
Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) in the southern fringes of the South China Sea.
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www.plutusacademy.com

•

•

•

The Indian Navy was represented by Guided Missile Destroyer INS Ranvijay with a shipborne helicopter,
ASW Corvette INS Kiltan and Guided Missile Corvette INS Kora and one P8I Long Range Maritime
Patrol Aircraft.
The exercise aimed to strengthen the bilateral defence ties between both countries. This year’s edition
of SIMBEX is also a special occasion as it takes place during the ongoing celebrations of the 75th year
of India’s independence.
The success of SIMBEX-2021 is yet another demonstration of the mutual resolve on both sides to
strengthen the bilateral partnership further in the years ahead.

Business News
6. LIC buys 3.9% stake in Bank of India via open market acquisition
•

•

•
•
•

Through an open market acquisition, the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) purchased 3.9
percent (15,90,07,791 shares) of the Bank of India. LIC had a 3.17 percent ownership in Bank of India
prior to this transaction.
After this buy, LIC currently owns 7.05 percent of Bank of India, or 28,92,87,324 shares. The Bank of
India informed SEBI of this information. Companies must notify stock exchanges when an entity owns
more than 5% of a listed firm, according to SEBI requirements.
LIC Headquarters: Mumbai;
LIC Founded: 1 September 1956;
LIC Chairman: M R Kumar.

7. PhonePe launches digital payment interactive geospatial platform
“Pulse platform”
•
•

PhonePe has launched a platform named PhonePe Pulse. Pulse is India’s first interactive platform with
data insights and trends on digital payments.
The platform shows more than 2000 crore digital transactions by customers on an interactive map of
India. PhonePe also launched the Pulse Report, an in-depth study on the evolution of digital payments
over the past 5 years.
12
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•

•

•

•
•

The report also has insights about how digital
payment adoption across India has evolved
since 2016 and includes detailed geographical
and category-specific trends.
The insights on the website and in the report
have been drawn from two key sources –
the entirety of PhonePe’s transaction data
combined with merchant and customer
interviews.
The report is available as a free download on
the PhonePe Pulse website. This new product
is relevant to multiple ecosystem stakeholders
including the government, policymakers,
regulatory bodies, media, industry analysts,
merchant partners, startups, academic institutions and students.
CEO of Phonepe: Sameer Nigam
Headquarters location of Phonepe: Bengaluru, Karnataka.

Economy News
8. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chairs 24th meeting of FSDC
•

•

Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman has chaired the 24th meeting
of the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC). Finance Minister is the chairperson of
FSDC. It must be noted that FSDC Sub-Committee is chaired by the Governor, RBI.
Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) is the apex level forum set up by the Government
of India for strengthening and institutionalizing the mechanism for maintaining financial stability,
enhancing inter-regulatory coordination and promoting financial sector development.
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Sports News
9. Tokyo Paralympics 2020: India finishes 24th with record 19 medals
•

•

•

•

India finished their campaign at the Tokyo
Paralympics 2020 with an all-time high of 19
medals which includes five gold, eight silver,
and six bronze.
This is the best medal tally for India a single
edition of the Paralympic Games. India is
placed at 24th position in the overall medal
tally out of a total of 162 nations.
Javelin thrower Tek Chand was the flag
bearer at the opening ceremony of the Tokyo
Paralympics.
Shooter Avani Lekhara was India’s flag-bearer at the closing ceremony.

10. Max Verstappen wins Dutch Grand Prix 2021
•
•

Max Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) has won the formula one Dutch Grand Prix 2021. Lewis
Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) came second while Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes-Finland) came third.
The Red Bull driver’s leading seventh win of the season and 17th of his career moved him three points
ahead of the defending champion, who finished second but softened the blow with a bonus point for
fastest lap.
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Books and Authors News
11. Know Your Rights and Claim Them: A Guide for Youth by Angelina Jolie
•

•

Hollywood actress Angelina Jolie has recently announced her upcoming book, titled “Know Your Rights
and Claim Them: A Guide for Youth”. The book has been written jointly by Angelina Jolie, Amnesty
International and human rights lawyer Geraldine Van Bueren QC.
This book will be helpful to young people and children from around the world in making them aware of
their rights and how to claim these rights decided years ago based on what would make them healthy,
balanced, safe and stable adults.

12. A book title “A Rude Life: The Memoir” by Vir Sanghvi
•
•

Vir Sanghvi, one of India’s most recognised journalists, has come out with a memoir titled A Rude Life.
‘A Rude Life: The Memoir’ has been published by Penguin Random House.
Through this book, the author has shared his views and experience of the most eventful careers in Indian
journalism, including his personal life, stories of and about celebrities and politicians, middlemen and
behind-the-scene actors.
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Important Days
13. National Teachers’ Day: 05 September
•

•

•

The 5th of September is celebrated as teacher’s
day all over India. This day is celebrated as the
teacher’s day to mark the birthday of Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan who was the former president of
our country.
He was a philosopher, a scholar, and the Bharat
Ratna Awardee. He was the second President of
India (1962 to 1967) and the first Vice President
of India (1952–1962).
The Ministry of Education presents the National
Teachers Awards on this occasion every year. In
2021, the President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind will confer National Awards on 44 teachers from
across the country.

14. International Day of Charity: 05 September
•

•
•

The International Day of Charity is observed annually on September 05. It was declared by the United
Nations General Assembly in 2012. September 5 was chosen in order to commemorate the death
anniversary of Mother Teresa, who had always been engaged in charitable work.
Mother Teresa received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 for “work undertaken in the struggle to overcome
poverty and distress, which also constitute a threat to peace.”
The prime purpose of the International Day of Charity is to raise awareness and provide a common
platform for charity related activities all over the world for individuals, charitable, philanthropic and
volunteer organizations for their own purposes on the local, national, regional and international level.

Obituaries News
15. Former IOC President Jacques Rogge passes away
•

Former President of the International Olympic Committee (IOC), Jacques Rogge has passed away.
16
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•

He had spent 12 years as president of IOC, from 2001 to 2013, overseeing three summer Games and
three winter Games, as well as creating the Youth Olympics. He was then succeeded by Thomas Bach.
He was the 8th President of IOC.
BY SOHIL SINGH

State News
1. India’s first Dugong Conservation Reserve to come up in Tamil Nadu
•

Tamil Nadu state government has announced to set up India’s first dugong conservation reserve at the
northern part of the Palk Bay. Dugong are commonly known as sea cows.
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•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

According to Wildlife Institute of India (WII) estimates, only 200-250 Dugongs are left in the wild, of
which 150 are found in the Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar in Tamil Nadu.
The reserve will span the northern part of the Palk Bay from Adiramapattinam to Amapattinam. The
reserve will cover an area of more than 500 sq km.
Marine biologists and conservationists have long demanded a reserve as the population of dugongs, as
known as sea cows, in Indian waters has been dropping to dangerous levels.
According to Wildlife Institute of India (WII) estimates, only 200-250 Dugongs are left in the wild,
of which 150 are found in the Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar in Tamil Nadu, among the last surviving
natural habitats for dugongs in the world.
Tamil Nadu Capital: Chennai.
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister: MK Stalin.
Tamil Nadu Governor: Banwarilal Purohit.
Tamil Nadu State Dance: Bharathanatyam.

Appointments News
2. S.L. Tripathy appointed as CMD of United India Insurance
•
•
•
•
•

The central government has selected S.L.Tripathy as the Chairman-cum-Managing Director of United
India Insurance Company Limited.
He is currently General Manager and Director at The New India Assurance Company Limited.
He is appointed as CMD of United India from the date of assumption of charge of the office and up to
the date of attaining the age of superannuation.
United India Insurance Company Limited Headquarters: Chennai;
United India Insurance Company Limited Founded: 18 February 1938;
● United India Insurance Company Limited CEO: Shri Girish Radhakrishnan.
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3. Equitas Bank appoints Rani Rampal & Smriti Mandhana as brand
ambassadors
•

Equitas Small Finance Bank (ESFB) has roped in Indian women hockey player, Rani Rampal and
cricketer Smriti Mandhana as the brand ambassadors of the company. The announcement was made
during the 5th anniversary of the ESFB on September 5, 2021.

•

Rampal holds the record for being the youngest player to play in the national hockey team while
Mandhana was recognised as the Best Women’s International Cricketer by the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI).
Equitas Small Finance Bank (ESFB) headquarters: Chennai;
ESFB MD & CEO: Vasudevan P N.

•
•

Defence News
4. Naval exercise between India and Australia- ‘AUSINDEX’ begins
•
•

The 4th edition of AUSINDEX, a bilateral navy exercise between the Indian Navy and the Royal
Australian Navy has begun from September 06, 2021, and will continue up to September 10, 2021.
Indian Navy Task Group comprises INS Shivalik and INS Kadmatt. This edition of AUSINDEX
includes complex surface, sub-surface and air operations between ships, submarines, helicopters and
Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft of the participating Navies.
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•

Commenced in 2015 as a bilateral IN-RAN maritime exercise, AUSINDEX has grown in complexity
over the years and the 3rd edition of the exercise, held in 2019 in the Bay of Bengal, included antisubmarine drills for the first time.

•

Australia Prime minister: Scott Morrison;

•

Australia Capital: Canberra;

•

Australia Currency: Australian dollar.

5. IAF chief attends Pacific Air Chiefs Symposium 2021 in Hawaii
•

Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria attended a three-day-long Pacific Air Chiefs Symposium 2021 at
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Hawaii.

•

The event themed ”Enduring Cooperation towards Regional Stability” was attended by air chiefs from
countries in the Indo-Pacific region.

•

Bhadauria was nominated as the Dean for the symposium. India, the US, Australia, Japan and many
other like-minded countries are working towards ensuring a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific.

•

The symposium saw deliberations through panel discussions, tabletop exercises and keynote addresses
on topics ranging from aspects of regional security to cooperation amongst air forces for humanitarian
and disaster relief operations.
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Awards News
6. President Ram Nath Kovind presents National Award for Teachers 2021
•

National Teachers’ Award 2021 was awarded by President Ram Nath Kovind, September 5, 2021.
President Kovind gave the awards to 44 finest teachers in the country for their dedicated contribution.

•

The award is contributed to those who improve the quality of education for students and also inspire,
enrich their lives. This year, the Ministry of Education released the name of 44 teachers, who would be
conferred the National Teachers’ Award.
Out of the total 44 teachers, 9 of the awardees are women. Due to the prevailing COVID-19 situation,
President Kovind addressed the teachers virtually. While highlighting the role and importance of
teachers in one’s life, President Kovind expressed his gratitude to all the teachers who received the
awards.
The award was also bestowed upon Pramod Kumar Shukla of Eklavya Model Residential School
(EMRS), Chhattisgarh. It is the second award in a row for an EMRS established under the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs.

•

•
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Science and Technology News
7. India’s first bio-brick based building opened at IIT Hyderabad
•

India’s first building made of bio-bricks from agro-waste has been inaugurated at IIT Hyderabad. The
sample building is made up of bio-bricks supported by a metal framework.

•

The roof is also made of bio-bricks over PVC sheets to reduce heat. It is part of the Bold Unique Idea
Lead Development (BUILD) project to demonstrate the strength and versatility of the material.
A prototype of the guard cabin was designed and set up in the space allocated by IIT-H. It is part of the
Bold Unique Idea Lead Development (BUILD) project to demonstrate the strength and versatility of
the material.
The sample building is made up of bio-bricks supported by a metal framework. The roof is also made of
bio-bricks over PVC sheets to reduce heat. Both inside and outside walls are cement-plastered to protect
the bio-bricks from rain.

•

•

Sports News
8. 130th edition of Durand Cup kicks off in Kolkata
•
•
•

The 130th edition of the Durand Cup kicked off at the Vivekananda Yubabharati Krirangan in Kolkata.
West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee kicked the ball and inaugurated the tournament.
16 teams are playing in this edition of the oldest club football tournament in Asia while two clubs East
Bengal and Mohun Bagan are not participating. The final match will be held on 3rd October.
The Durand Cup is a prestigious football tournament. It was first held in 1888, at Dagshai in Himachal
Pradesh. This tournament has been named after Mortimer Durand. He was the then Foreign Secretary
in charge of India.
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9. Former Australian pacer Shaun Tait appointed bowling coach of
Puducherry
•
•

•
•
•

Former Australia pacer Shaun Tait has been roped in as the bowling coach of the Puducherry cricket
team, sources in the Cricket Association of Pondicherry.
Tait joins a coaching team that includes head coach Dishant Yagnik and manager and strength and
conditioning coach Kalpendra Jha.

The former Australia player had recently been appointed bowling coach of the Afghanistan team for a
period of five months.
Tait, who featured in three Tests, 35 ODIs and 21 T20 Internationals for Australia, had also turned out
for Rajasthan Royals in the IPL during his playing career.
The pacer had played a significant role in Australia’s World Cup triumph in the West Indies in 2007,
claiming 23 wickets.
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Books and Authors News
10. Tamannaah Bhatia unveils her book titled ‘Back to the Roots’
•

Actress Tamannaah Bhatia launched her book ‘Back to the Roots’. She has co-authored the book with
celebrity lifestyle coach Luke Coutinho. The book is based on intensive research and mentions India’s
ancient secrets of health and wellness.

•

All the chapters in ‘Back To the Roots’ are complete with tried-and-tested secrets that have served
generations of this country.”

Important Days
11. International Day of Clean Air for blue skies
•

The International Day of Clean Air for blue skies is observed globally on September 07 to promote and
facilitate actions to improve air quality.

•

It is an UN-recognised day that aims to raise public awareness at all levels (individual, community,
corporate and government) that clean Plutus Academy air is important for health, productivity, the
economy and the environment.

•

The 2021 theme for the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies is “Healthy Air, Healthy Planet”
which emphasizes the health aspects of air pollution, especially considering the COVID-19 pandemic.

•

The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Resolution to hold an International Day of Clean
Air for blue skies on December 19, 2019, during its 74th session and invited the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP).

•

The inaugural edition of the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies was held in 2020.
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12. Food Processing Week: September 06 to 12, 2021
•

To commemorate 75 years of India’s independence, the Government of India is celebrating the ‘Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav.’

•

As a part of the celebration, the Ministry of Food Processing Industries is observing ‘Food Processing
Week’ from 6th to 12th September 2021, under which, the Ministry is organizing various programs.
The Ministry launched the ‘Food Processing Week’, 6th September 2021, through an official video on
social media platforms.
The success story of the beneficiary of the PM Formalisation of Micro Food Processing Enterprises
(PMFME) scheme, Smt. Radhika Kamat was also published on the Ministry’s website in the ‘Atmanirbhar

•
•
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•
•

Enterprises’ series.
Union Minister of Food Processing Industries: Pashupati Kumar Paras;
Minister of State for Food Processing Industries: Prahlad Singh Patel.

Obituaries News
13. Former France Footballer Jean-Pierre Adams Passes Away
•

Former France footballer Jean-Pierre Adams, who had been in a coma for 39 years, has passed away. In
1982, Adams slipped into a coma following a medical error, during his routine knee surgery.

•

He made a total of 22 appearances for the France National Football Team from 1972–1976. At club level,
Adams played as a defender for Paris Saint-Germain, Nîmes and Nice.
BY SOHIL SINGH

National News
1. TRIFED and MEA to set up Atmanirbhar Bharat corners
•

At the next three months, the Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India
(TRIFED) will set up an Atmanirbhar Bharat nook in 75 Indian Missions/Embassies around the world,
in collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs.

•

On August 15, 2021, the first such Atma Nirbhar Bharat corner was successfully opened in the Indian
Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand.

•

Apart from that, TRIFED will set up Atmanirbhar nooks in 75 foreign embassies in India.

•

Jamaica, Ireland, Turkey, Kenya, Mongolia, Israel, Finland, France, Canada, Singapore, Russia, the
United States, Indonesia, Greece, and Cyprus are among the 75 countries.

•

The corner will be an exclusive space to promote GI tagged tribal art and craft products besides natural
and organic products.

•

TRIFED will also be establishing Atmanirbhar corners in 75 embassies of foreign countries in India.
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•

Minister of Tribal Affairs: Arjun Munda;

•

TRIFED was established on the 6th of August 1987.

2. PM Modi inaugurates Shikshak Parv-2021
•
•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi used a video conference to address the opening meeting of the "Shikshak
Parv-2021."
“Quality and Sustainable Schools: Learnings from Indian Schools” is the theme of ‘Shikshak Parv-2021.'
The Ministry of Education organised the event, which will take place from September 7 to 17, 2021.
The Shikshak Parv-2021 aims to promote new practises that will assure not just the continuation
of education at all levels, but also the improvement of quality, inclusive practises, and long-term
sustainability in schools across the country.
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International News
3. Yoshihide Suga to step down as Japan’s prime minister
•
•

•
•
•

After a one-year tenure tarnished by an unpopular COVID-19 response and fast diminishing public
support, Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga will step down, paving the way for a new premier.
As the country grapples with its biggest wave of COVID-19 infections ahead of a national election this
year, Suga, who took office when Shinzo Abe quit last September citing ill health, has seen his popularity
plummet to around 30%.
Suga's decision not to run for prime minister in the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) election in
September means the party will nominate a new leader.
Japan Capital: Tokyo;
Japan Currency: Japanese yen;

Appointments News
4. Satish Parekh appointed as International Road Federation India president
•

•

•
•

Ashoka Buildcon Managing Director and promoter Satish
Parekh has taken over as the president of the India Chapter of
the International Road Federation (IRF).
The governing council of the International Road Federation
unanimously endorsed Satish Parakh as President, IRF-IC. He
takes over from Subhmay Gangopadhyay, former director of
Central Road Research Institute.
The Geneva-based global road safety body IRF is working for
better and safer roads worldwide.
International Road Federation Founded: 1948;
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•

International Road Federation Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland.

5. Harsha Bhupendra Bangari becomes new MD of EXIM Bank
•

•
•
•

The government has appointed Harsha Bhupendra Bangari as the new Managing Director (MD) of
the Export-Import Bank of India (EXIM Bank). Before this Bangari was posted as deputy managing
director at EXIM Bank.
She has been appointed for a period of three years or until further orders of the government. He will
replace the incumbent MD David Rasquinha, who was appointed for five years on July 20, 2014.
Export-Import Bank of India Founded: 1 January 1982;
Export-Import Bank of India Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra.

Defence News
6. Indian Navy’s aviation wing honoured with prestigious President’s
Colour award
•

•

At a ceremonial procession held at the INS Hansa base near Panjim in Goa, President Ram Nath Kovind
presented the Indian Naval Aviation with the President's Colour. On this occasion, the Indian Navy
presented the president with a guard of honour.
The President's Color is the highest honour awarded on a military unit for outstanding service to the
country.
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•

The Indian Navy was the first of the Indian Armed Forces to be given the President's Colour by Dr
Rajendra Prasad, India's then-President, on May 27, 1951.

Awards News
7. Namita Gokhale honoured with 7th Yamin Hazarika Woman of Substance
Award
•
•
•

Writer Namita Gokhale has been chosen as the recipient of the seventh Yamin Hazarika Woman of
Substance Award. She was conferred upon the honour recently in a virtual ceremony.
She is a co-founder and co-director of the Jaipur Literature Festival, Gokhale also mentors Himalayan
Echoes and the Kumaon Festival of Literature and the Arts.
The award was organised by a collective of women professionals from the year 2015, the annual award
honours Yamin Hazarika, the first woman from Northeast India to be selected for DANIPS, a federal
police service that administered Delhi and the Union Territories in 1977.

8. Ramesh Narayan to be inducted into AFAA Hall of Fame

•
•

Indian advertising doyen Ramesh Narayan will be inducted into the Asian Federation of Advertising
Associations (AFAA) Hall of Fame at AdAsia 2021.
The AFAA Hall of Fame sets out to recognise the best of the very best. It’s for those who’ve defined a
generation of advertising.
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•

Ramesh has been honoured with AAAI Lifetime Achievement Award, the International Advertising
Association Global Champion Award, the Public Relations Society of India Special Award, the
Association of Business Communicators of India Lifetime Achievement Award, and an induction into
the Hall of Fame of the India chapter of the IAA.

9. Indian biologist Shailendra Singh wins global award in turtle
conservation
•
•
•

•

Indian biologist Shailendra Singh has been awarded the Behler Turtle Conservation Award for bringing
three critically endangered turtle conservation species back from the brink of extinction.
Shailendra Singh was named to lead the Turtle Survival Alliance (TSA)/ Wildlife Conservation Society
(WCS) India turtle programme.
The award has been bestowed by several global bodies involved in turtle conservation such as Turtle
Survival Alliance, IUCN/SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group, Turtle Conservancy,
and Turtle Conservation Fund.

The Behler Turtle Conservation Award was established in 2006 to recognise outstanding achievements,
contributions and leadership excellence in international turtle conservation and biology.

Ranks and Reports News
10. Bank of Baroda tops the MeitY Digital Payment Scorecard for 2020-21
•

Bank of Baroda, announced that the bank has Ranked #1 with a total of 86% marks on the scorecard
issued by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) for the month of February
and March 2021.
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•

The scorecard ranks 44 banks (Public Sector Banks, Private Banks, Foreign Banks, Payments Banks,
Small Finance Banks) on various parameters on the digital business. In the same period last year, BOB
was rated “Average” by Meity, which has now been upgraded as “Good”.

Important Days
11. International Literacy Day: 08 September
•

•

•

•
•
•

Every year on September 8th, the world celebrates International Literacy Day. The day raised awareness
on the value of literacy for individuals,
communities, and societies, as well as the
necessity for further efforts to make society
more literate.
Literacy for a human-centered recovery:
Narrowing the digital divide is the subject of
the 55th International Literacy Day.
In 1966, UNESCO declared September 8th
as International Literacy Day to remind
the international community of the value
of literacy for people, communities, and
societies, as well as the necessity for further
efforts toward more literate society. In 1967, it was the first time it was commemorated.
UNESCO headquarters: Paris, France.
UNESCO Head: Audrey Azoulay.
UNESCO Founded: 16 November 1945.
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Obituaries News
12. Rajni Kaul, the first News Broadcaster for BBC Hindi passes away
•
•

Rajni Kaul who was the first News Broadcaster for BBC Hindi passed away in Faridabad, Haryana. She
was 93.
She was not only the first woman to join BBC Hindi as a staff member but she also became the first
woman to read a news bulletin in Hindi on the network in 1961. She was well-known for her programme
Indradhanush.

13. Former Union Health Secretary Keshav Desiraju Passes Away
•

•

Former Union health secretary Keshav Desiraju has passed away, due to “acute coronary syndrome”.
Desiraju was the grandson of former president Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. He was the 1978 batch
IAS officer from the Uttarakhand cadre.
He was known for his contributions to mental health and community healthcare. He was the architect
of India’s mental healthcare act of 2017.

Miscellaneous News
14. Chandigarh Railway Station certified five-star ‘Eat Right Station’
•
•

The Chandigarh Railway Station (CRS) received a 5-star ‘Eat Right Station' certification for offering
passengers with high-quality, nutritional meals.
The accreditation was given by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) after a thirdparty audit was completed by an FSSAI-approved agency. CRS was chosen to enhance the World Class
Railway Station's design.
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•
•
•

The accreditation is part of the FSSAI's larger "Eat Right India" initiative, which aims to change the
country's food system to guarantee that all Indians have access to safe, healthy, and sustainable food.
Eat Right India, according to IRSDC, uses a well-balanced combination of regulatory, capacity-building,
collaborative, and empower strategies.
Lt. Governors & Administrators of Chandigarh: Banwarilal Purohit.

National News
1. Union Minister Bhupender Yadav inaugurates PRANA portal
•

•

•

Union Minister of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, Bhupender Yadav launched a portal
named PRANA, for the regulation of air pollution in 132 cities
across the country.
PRANA stands for Portal for Regulation of Air pollution in NonAttainment cities. The portal (prana.cpcb.gov.in) will support
tracking of physical as well as the financial status of city air action
plan implementation and disseminate information on air quality
to the public.
The cities which come under the National Clean Air Programme
(NCAP) will be covered. Apart from this, the Union Minister also dedicated the first functional smog
tower of India, installed in Anand Vihar in New Delhi to the country.

State News
2. Uttarakhand Governor Baby Rani Maurya Resigns
•

Uttarakhand's Governor Baby Rani Maurya resigned on September 8, 2021, more than two years before
her term was set to finish, claiming personal reasons.
34

www.plutusacademy.com

•

Baby Rani Maurya, 64, was named Governor of Uttarakhand in August 2018, succeeding Krishan Kant
Paul. Before becoming the governor of Uttarakhand, she served as the mayor of Agra, Uttar Pradesh,
from 1995 to 2000.

3. AP Govt. appoints former SBI Chairperson Rajnish Kumar as economic
advisor
•

•

•

•
•
•

Rajnish Kumar has been appointed as the government of
Andhra Pradesh's economic advisor. Rajnish Kumar, a
former chairman of the State Bank of India, will serve in
the government for two years.
Rajnish Kumar, who stepped down as chairman of
SBI in October 2020, now serves on the Hong Kong
and Shanghai Banking Corporation as an independent
non-executive director. In 1980, he joined the SBI as a
probationary officer.
The appointment comes amid mounting concerns about
the state's financial predicament, which has been severely impacted by the Covid epidemic, as well as
criticism from the opposition of the Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy-led state government's sops and freebies.
Andhra Pradesh Governor: Biswabhusan Harichandan;
Andhra Pradesh Chief minister: Y. S. Jaganmohan Reddy;
Andhra Pradesh Capitals: Visakhapatnam (executive capital), Kurnool (judicial capital), Amaravati
(legislative capital).

4. Gujarat govt launches Vatan Prem Yojana
•
•
•
•
•

The Government of Gujarat announced, that it plans on undertaking public welfare projects worth Rs.
1,000 crores jointly with non-resident Gujaratis by December 2022.
The projects will be under the state government’s ‘Vatan Prem Yojana’. The Yojana was launched in
Gujarat focusing on rural development through public and state contributions.
The state government will undertake various rural development projects and activities.
This scheme will be undertaken with 40% state government’s contribution and 60% contribution from
the general public.
The state government has invited Non-Resident Gujaratis and NRIs are also invited to contribute.
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•

•
•

This scheme aims to provide them with an opportunity to change their love for the nation into service
for the nation. This scheme aims at making the rural areas self-reliant. It is an important step in the
holistic development of villages.
Gujarat Chief Minister: Vijay Rupani;
Gujarat Governor: Acharya Devvrat.

Appointments News
5. Tata AIA Life names Neeraj Chopra as brand ambassador
•

Tata AIA Life Insurance has announced the signing of a multi-year brand partnership with Indian
athlete and Olympic gold medallist Neeraj Chopra, as its brand ambassador.
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•

This association also marks the very first brand partnership to be signed with the champion javelin
thrower, post his historic win at the recent Tokyo Olympics.

•

Neeraj Chopra closely embodies Tata AIA’s vision of enabling dreams and inspiring healthier and
happier lives and its core value of passion for excellence. He has consistently set high benchmarks and
pioneered change through dedication to his sport.

•

Over the next few years, Neeraj will support Tata AIA’s efforts in offering solutions to its consumers
across the country.

6. Centre appoints G.S Pannu as Officiating ITAT President
•

•

•

The Central Government has appointed G.S. Pannu
as President of the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal.
G. S. Pannu is presently a Vice-President, ITAT, New
Delhi and will be Officiating President of ITAT with
effect from September 6, 2021, till the appointment
of regular President.
Mr. Pannu was born on 01 Aug 1962 at Hoshiarpur
(Punjab), he is a C.A and joined Government
Service 14 September 2000. Presently posted as
Vice-President at ITAT, New Delhi. Before joining ITAT, practised as a Chartered Accountant at New
Delhi from 1986-2000.
India’s Income Tax Appellate Tribunal was set up on 25 January 1941.

Agreements News
7. HDFC Bank partners with NSIC to provide credit support to MSMEs
•

•

•

HDFC Bank has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the National Small Industries
Corporation (NSIC) for providing credit support to the micro, small and medium enterprise (MSME)
sector.
The branches of HDFC bank will extend support to the MSME projects in the areas they are located
in and to other important industrial sectors across the country. Under this, the country’s largest
private sector bank will also provide MSMEs with a set of specially-tailored schemes to enhance their
competitiveness.
National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC), is an ISO 9001:2015 certified Government of India
Enterprise under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME). Headquarters of
HDFC Bank: Mumbai, Maharashtra; MD and CEO of HDFC Bank: Sashidhar Jagdishan; The tagline of
HDFC Bank: We understand your world.
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Banking News
8. RBI removes lending curbs on UCO Bank
•

Reserve Bank of India has taken public sector lender UCO Bank out of the Prompt Corrective Action
(PCA) framework on improvement in financial and credit profile.

•

This decision gives the bank more freedom for lending, especially to corporations and grow the network,
subject to prescribed norms.

•

The Kolkata-based lender was placed under PCA in May 2017 on account of high Net Net-Performing
Assets (NPAs) and negative Return on Assets (RoAs).

•

Following UCO Bank’s exit, two banks — Indian Overseas Bank and Central Bank of India — remain
under PCA. The central bank uses the PCA framework to rein in banks that have breached certain
regulatory thresholds in bad loans and capital adequacy.

•

PCA entails curbs on high-risk lending, setting aside more money on provisions and restrictions on
management salary.

•

UCO Bank Headquarters: Kolkata;

•

UCO Bank MD and CEO: Atul Kumar Goel;

•

UCO Bank Founder: Ghanshyam Das Birla;

•

UCO Bank Founded: 6 January 1943.
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9. Karnataka Bank launches POS device ‘WisePOSGo’
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

The Karnataka Bank has launched an all-in-one Point-of-Sales (POS) swiping machine dubbed as
‘WisePOSGo’, for its merchant customers to process business payments.
The private sector lender has rolled out this POS device in collaboration with Mswipe Technologies Pvt
Ltd.

The introduction of ‘WisePOSGo’ is yet another step in the direction of expanding the digital payment
infrastructure in the country and promote a cashless economy.
WisePOSGo is a compact, lightweight and user-friendly device, designed to keep in view the specific
cost-centric requirements of the bank’s MSME customers.
Karnataka Bank Headquarters: Mangalore;
Karnataka Bank CEO: Mahabaleshwara M. S;
Karnataka Bank Founded: 18 February 1924.
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Economy News
10. S&P Global Ratings Projects India’s GDP for FY22 at 9.50%
•

S&P Global Ratings has revised India’s growth forecast and now expects the economy to grow 9.5 per
cent in 2021-22 (FY22) and 7.0 per cent in 2022-23 (FY23).

•

India’s external position is very strong and this is quite supportive of India’s sovereign rating despite the
fact that we have had this deterioration in fiscal position concurrently.
India is expected to post strong economic growth in the coming quarters, even as inflation, led by food
prices, is likely to remain elevated.

•

Summits and Conferences News
11. India to host G-20 summit in 2023
•

India will hold the G20 presidency from December 1, 2022,
and will convene the G20 leaders’ summit in 2023 for the first
time.

•

Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of Commerce and Industry
Minister has been appointed as India’s Sherpa for the G20 in
2023 (18th edition). A sherpa is a diplomat who undertakes
preparatory work prior to a summit conference.

•

The 2021 edition of the G20 meet will be held in Rome, Italy.
The 2022 G20 meet will be held in Bali, Indonesia.
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Sports News
12. Guinness World Records recognise Ronaldo for most goals scored
•

•

•

Portuguese captain Cristiano Ronaldo has broken the world record for most goals scored in men’s
international football. Ronaldo surpassed Iranian striker Ali Daei’s long-held record of 109 international
goals by scoring a brace against Ireland in a World Cup Qualifier.
Ronaldo at 36 years of age is now a Guinness world record holder of most international goals of all time
with 111 goals.

The Guinness world book of records has recognised Cristiano Ronaldo as a world record breaker for the
most goals scored in international football (soccer) matches scored by an individual (male).

Books and Authors News
13. A book titled “Gita Govinda: Jaydeva’s Divine Odyssey” by Utpal K.
Banerjee
•

Union Minister of Culture Shri Kishan Reddy Gangapuram has launched a book titled “Gita Govinda:
Jaydeva’s Divine Odyssey” authored by Dr Utpal K. Banerjee. The book is the first-ever fully-rhymed
translation of the book GeetaGovindam by great 12th-century poet Jayadeva.
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•

Union Minister also launched a programme named ‘BujurgonkiBaat–DeshKeSaath’ that aims at
enhancing the interaction between the youth and the elder persons who are 95 years and above and
thus have spent around 18 years in India before independence.

Important Days
14. International Day to Protect Education from Attack: 09 September
•

•

•

International Day to Protect Education from Attack is observed globally on 9th September. In
proclaiming the International Day to Protect Education from Attack to be celebrated for the first time
in 2020.
The purpose of the day is to raise awareness regarding the importance of safeguarding schools as places
of protection and safety for students and educators and the need to keep education at the top of the
public agenda.

The day was established by a unanimous decision of the UN General Assembly, calling on UNESCO
and UNICEF to raise awareness of the plight of millions of children living in countries affected by
conflict. The resolution proclaiming the Day was presented by the State of Qatar and co-sponsored by
62 countries.
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•

UNESCO headquarters: Paris, France.

•

UNESCO Head: Audrey Azoulay.

•

UNESCO Founded: 16 November 1945.

•

UNICEF Executive Director: Henrietta H. Fore.

•

UNICEF Founded: 11 December 1946.

•

UNICEF Headquarters: New York, United States.

Miscellaneous News
15. India’s tallest air purifier tower installed in Chandigarh
•

India’s tallest air purification tower has been inaugurated in the Union Territory of Chandigarh. The
tower has been installed at the initiative of the Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee (CPCC) at
Transport Chowk, Sector 26, by Pious Air Pvt Limited.

•

This is the highest air purifier tower of the country and covers an area of around a 500-metre radius
and is 24-metre-high. The purification tower will clean 3.88 crore cubic ft of air from the surrounding
environment.

–BY SOHIL SINGH
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National News
1. Uttarakhand, Punjab, Tamil Nadu get new Governors
•
•
•
•
•

President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Lt Gen Gurmit Singh, who retired as the deputy chief of Army,
governor of Uttarakhand, a post which fell vacant after Baby Rani Maurya tendered her resignation.
According to a Rashtrapati Bhavan communique, President Ram Nath Kovind accepted the resignation
of Maurya and appointed Singh as the governor of the state.
The President also appointed Banwarilal Purohit, currently the Governor of Tamil Nadu, as the Governor
of Punjab.
R.N.Ravi, presently the Governor of Nagaland, has been made the Governor of Tamil Nadu.
Professor Jagdish Mukhi, Governor of Assam is appointed to discharge the functions of the Governor
of Nagaland in addition to his own duties until regular arrangements are made.

2. India’s 1st Emergency Landing Facility on National Highway in Rajasthan

•

Union Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh and Union Highways Minister, Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the
Emergency Landing Facility on a National Highway in Rajasthan.
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•
•
•

This emergency landing facility has been constructed on the Satta-Gandhav stretch of National Highway
(NH) 925A in Barmer, Rajasthan.
This is the first time that a national highway (NH-925) will be used for the emergency landing of IAF
aircraft. The project will cost Rs. 765.52 crores under the Bharatmala Pariyojana.
The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has developed a 3-km section of the Satta-Gandhav
stretch of NH-925A, as an emergency landing facility (ELF) for the IAF.

International News
3. Cuba becomes first country in world to begin vaccinating toddlers
•

Cuba became the first country in the world to vaccinate children from the age of two against COVID-19,
using home-grown jabs not recognised by the World Health Organisation.

•

The communist island of 11.2 million people aims to inoculate all its children before reopening schools
that have been closed for the most part since March 2020.

•

Countries such as China, the United Arab Emirates and Venezuela have announced they plan to
vaccinate younger children, but Cuba is the first to do so. The Cuban vaccines, the first developed in
Latin America, have not undergone international, scientific peer review.

Appointments News
4. RBI approves re-appointment of V. Vaidyanathan as MD & CEO of IDFC
FIRST Bank
•

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted its approval for the re-appointment of V. Vaidyanathan as
the Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer (‘MD & CEO’) of the IDFC First Bank.
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•

Vaidyanathan has been appointed for a further period of three years, which will be effective from
December 19, 2021. He first took charge as the MD & CEO of IDFC FIRST Bank in December 2018,
after the merger of IDFC Bank and Capital First.

•

IDFC First Bank Headquarters: Mumbai;

•

IDFC First Bank Founded: October 2015.

5. Nirlep Singh Rai is new CMD of National Fertilizers Ltd
•
•

•
•

State-owned fertiliser firm National Fertilizers Ltd (NFL) has Nirlep Singh Rai has been appointed as
Chairman and Managing Director of the company.
In a regulatory filing, NFL informed that Nirlep Singh Rai, Director (Technical), has been appointed
as Chairman & Managing Director, on the Board of the company with effect from the date of his
assumption of charge.
National Fertilizers Ltd Headquarters: Noida;
National Fertilizers Ltd Founded: 1 September 1979.
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Banking News
6. Govt appoints 10 merchant bankers for managing IPO of LIC
•
•

•

The government of India has appointed 10 merchant bankers for managing the Initial Public Offering
of Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC).
The IPO of LIC is likely to be launched in the January-March quarter of 2022. The role of merchant
bankers in the case of IPO is of Issue management, Promotional activities, Credit syndication, Project
counselling, and Portfolio management, etc.
The name of these merchant bankers are- Goldman Sachs (India) Securities, Citigroup Global Markets
India, Nomura Financial Advisory and Securities India, SBI Capital Market, JM Financial, Axis Capital,
BofA Securities, JP Morgan India, ICICI Securities, and Kotak Mahindra Capital Co Ltd.

7. Bank of Baroda’s launches digital platform ‘bob World’
•

•

•

•

Bank of Baroda has announced the launch
of its digital banking platform named ‘bob
World’. The aim of the platform is to provide
all banking services under one roof. The pilot
test of the platform began on August 23, 2021.
Over 220 services will be converged into one
single app, covering nearly 95 per cent of all
retail banking services, which can be accessed
by customers domestically and globally.
bob World’ will offer a wide gamut of banking
products and services, to be rolled out in
phases, under four key pillars — Save, Invest, Borrow and Shop. It has also integrated e-commerce to
provide a wholesome and rewarding experience of banking and beyond, under one roof to the customers.
Bank Of Baroda Headquarters: Vadodara, Gujarat, India;
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•
•

Bank Of Baroda Chairman: Hasmukh Adhia;
Bank Of Baroda MD & CEO: Sanjiv Chadha.

Ranks and Reports News
8. IIT Madras Retains Top Spot in Overall Category of NIRF India Ranking
2021
•
•
•

The Union Minister of Education, Dharmendra Pradhan released the NIRF India Rankings 2021, on
September 09, 2021, through video conferencing.
The NIRF India Rankings 2021 is the sixth edition of the annual list which ranks higher educational
institutions in the country based on objective criteria to promote competitive excellence.
In Overall Winner: The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras has retained the top spot in the
overall category.

List of Winners:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Overall: Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT Madras)
University: Indian Institute of Science, (IISc) Bangaluru
Management: Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Ahmedabad
College: Miranda House, Delhi
Pharmacy: Jamia Hamdard, New Delhi
Medical: All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) Delhi
Engineering: Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras
Architecture: Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee
Dental: Manipal College of Dental Sciences, Udupi
Law: National Law School of India University (NLSUI), Bengaluru
Research Institutions: Indian Institute of Science, (IISc) Bangalore
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Business News
9. ADB approves $300 million loan to expand rural connectivity in
Maharashtra
•

•

•
•
•
•

The government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) have signed a USD 300 million
loan as additional financing to scale up the improvement of rural connectivity to help boost the rural
economy in the state of Maharashtra. This is in addition to USD 200 million financings, approved by
ADB in August 2019.
The additional financing for the ongoing Maharashtra Rural Connectivity Improvement Project will
help improve an additional 1,100 rural roads and 230 bridges for a total length of 2,900 kilometres (km)
in 34 districts.
The ongoing project with $200 million financings, approved in August 2019, is already improving and
maintaining the condition and safety of 2,100 km of rural roads across Maharashtra.
Maharashtra Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari;
Maharashtra Capital: Mumbai;
Maharashtra CM: Uddhav Thackeray.

10. ADB approves $112 million loan to improve water supply in Jharkhand
•

•

•

Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India have signed a USD 112 million loan
to develop water supply infrastructure and strengthen capacities of urban local bodies (ULBs) for
improved service delivery in four towns in the state of Jharkhand. This is the first project of ADB in the
state of Jharkhand.
The project will be ADB’s first urban project in the state and help establish a model for continuous water
supply combined with policy reforms for the sustainable operation which can be replicated by other
low-income states for providing safe drinking water to urban households as envisaged under national
Jal Jeevan Mission.
President of ADB: Masatsugu Asakawa; Headquarters: Manila, Philippines.
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Awards News
11. Trichy Golden Rock Workshop bags best Energy Efficient Unit Award
•

•

•

The Golden Rock Railway Workshop (GOC), Tiruchchirappalli has bagged 22nd National Award for
Excellence in Energy Management from the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for having adopted
and implemented various energy conservation measures.
GOC Workshop is the only workshop of Indian Railways to have received the award this year. The
National Awards for Excellence in Energy Management is instituted by CII, to catalyze significant and
innovative practices in the energy efficiency sector.
CII conducts this annual event to recognize and award excellence in energy management among the
industrial sector and railway workshops across the country and facilitate sharing of information on best
practices & technologies.
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Important Days
12. World Suicide Prevention Day: 10 September
•

•
•

•

International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP) observes World Suicide Prevention Day
(WSPD) on 10 September every year. The purpose of this day is to raise awareness around the globe
that suicide can be prevented.
The theme for the 2021 World Suicide Prevention Day is “Creating hope through action”.
The International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP) collaborates with the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the World Federation for Mental Health (WFMH) to host World Suicide
Prevention Day with various activities around the world since 2003.
IASP Founded by the late Professor Erwin Ringel and Dr Norman Farberow in 1960.

13. World EV Day: September 9
•

World EV Day is observed on September 9 every year. The day marks the celebration of e-mobility.
Special awareness campaigns are organised globally to educate people about the benefits of electric
vehicles.

51

www.plutusacademy.com

•
•

World EV Day was an initiative created by the sustainability media company GreenTV.
The first World EV day was observed in 2020. China is the largest EV market in the world. It was largely
a social media campaign that encouraged drivers to recognise the benefits of electric vehicles and make
a commitment that the next car they drive will be electric and not run on conventional fuels.

Miscellaneous News
14. India’s first high ash coal gasification based methanol production
plant inaugurated
•

India’s first indigenously Designed High Ash Coal Gasification Based Methanol Production Plant
at Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) Research and Development Centre, Hyderabad was
inaugurated.

•

The project was funded by the Department of Science and Technology, which provided a Rs 10 crore
grant, at the initiative of NITI Aayog, PMO-India and the Ministry of Coal.
The facility can create 0.25 ton per day (TPD) Methanol from high ash Indian coal using a 1.2 TPD
Fluidized bed gasifier.
The purity of the crude methanol produced is between 98 and 99.5 per cent.

•
•

BY SOHIL SINGH
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International news
1. Aziz Akhannouch Appointed as Morocco's new Prime Minister.
•
•
•
•
•

King Mohammed VI of Morocco has appointed Aziz Akhannouch of the liberal National Rally of
Independents (RNI) party as Prime Minister and asked him to form a government.
RNI emerged as the biggest party in Wednesday's Parliamentary election, crushing the Islamists who
had led the country for a decade.
Elected politicians in Morocco have only limited powers, as key decisions remain in the hands of the
monarch.
Morocco capital: Rabat
Morocco currency : Moroccan dirham (MAD)

2. New Government Announced in Lebanon; Najib Mikati becomes PM.
•

A new government has been announced in Lebanon over a year after the previous administration quit
following the devastating Beirut port explosion.
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•

•

•
•
•

Najib Mikati - Lebanon's richest man becomes Prime Minister, a position he
has held twice before. His appointment,
along with the naming of a new cabinet
Lebanon had been without a proper
functioning government since thenPrime Minister Hassan Diab resigned
days after a massive blast on 4th of August
last year destroyed Beirut port and the
surrounding area caused by improperly
stored ammonium nitrate, killed 203
people, injured at least 6,000 others
Lebanon capital: Beirut
Lebanon Currency: Lebanese pound
Lebanon President: Michel Aoun.

3. UAE lifts restrictions on entry for fully vaccinated residents; Indians
may fly into UAE from Sep 12.
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) on Friday said that it is lifting restrictions on entry for residents who
have been fully vaccinated with a shot approved by the World Health Organization (WHO).
It has also allowed residents from Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Namibia, Zambia,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sierra Leone, Liberia, South Africa, Nigeria and Afghanistan
as well.
Dubai is due to open the Expo 2020 World Fair on October 1, for which it has been preparing for almost
a decade, after a year-long delay due to the pandemic.
The UAE’s National Emergency Crisis and Disaster Management Authority on Twitter however said
that approval needs to be sought from the government and various PCR tests will be conducted before
entering the country.
UAE Capital: Abu Dhabi
UAE Currency: UAE Dirham
Countries in UAE: In December 1971, the UAE became a federation of six emirates - Abu Dhabi, Dubai,
Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al-Quwain, and Fujairah, while the seventh emirate, Ras Al Khaimah, joined the
federation in 1972.
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National News
4. Indian Coast Guard saves lives of 11 Fishermen near Sagar Island.
•

•

Indian Coast Guard (ICG) has saved lives of 11 fishermen
whose boat underwent an engine failure and was stuck in the
Bay of Bengal near Sagar Island.
During this, the ICG ships at sea received information about
a stranded fishing boat stuck at 35 nautical miles south of
Sagar Island in (Bay of Bengal)with 11 crew onboard. ICG
Director General: Krishnaswamy Natrajan Regional HQ
North-East Region (NE) Kolkata Eastern Region Chennai
Andaman & Nicobar Region Port Blair Western Region
Mumbai North-West Region Gandhinagar

5. Two-day conference of Tourism and Culture Ministers of North Eastern
states begins in Guwahati.
•

A two-day conference of the Tourism and Culture Ministers of the North Eastern states has begun in
Guwahati today. Addressing the conference, Union Tourism and Culture Minister G. Kishan Reddy

•

He said, the conference is a great opportunity to showcase the potential of tourism in the region and
emphasised to build confidence among the tourists in the wake of COVID situation.

•

Assam Chief Minister: Himanta Biswa Sarma

•

Assam Governor: Prof. Jagdish Mukhi

•

Capital: Dispur

•

Largest City: Guwahati
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6. PM Modi to lay foundation stone for Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State
University in Aligarh tomorrow.
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will lay the foundation stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State
University in Aligarh.

•

The university is being established by the State Government in the memory and honour of the great
freedom fighter, educationist and social reformer Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh.

•

The Prime Minister will also visit the exhibition models of Aligarh Node of Uttar Pradesh Defence
Industrial Corridor and Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State University. The establishment of a Defence
Industrial Corridor in Uttar Pradesh was announced by the Prime Minister while inaugurating the UP
Investors Summit in Lucknow on February, 2018.

•

A total of six nodes – Aligarh, Agra, Kanpur, Chitrakoot, Jhansi and Lucknow Fact: He won From
Mathura Lok sabha constituency in 1957 defeating Atal bihari vajpayee.

7. Six States,UTs administer first dose of Covid vaccine to their entire
Eligible Population.
•

A total of six states and union territories in the country have achieved the feat of administering the first
dose of Covid-19 vaccine to 100 per cent of their eligible population. These are Dadar & Nagar Haveli
and Daman & Diu, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Ladakh, Lakshadweep and Sikkim.

•

Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya has congratulated these states and union territories for
administering the first dose to 100 per cent of the adult population.

•

First state to administer First dose to whole population was Himachal Pradesh.

•

Health Minister and also Minister of chemicals and Fertilizers: Mansukh Mandaviya( Rajya sabha
member Gujarat)

8. ‘Medicines from the Sky' project launched to send medicines to Primary
Health Care Centres using drones(National News)
•

Union Minister for Civil Aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia has launched the Medicines from the Sky project
to send medicines to Primary Health Care Centres using drones.
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•
•
•

The project was launched at Vikarabad in Telangana. Drones carry a payload of vaccines and other
medicines to Public Health Centers under the project.
The first sortie was carried out by a drone built by SkyAir Mobility for its Consortium partner Blue Dart
Express and delivered a five-kg box of vaccines to a community Health Care Center located 3 kms away.
Union Minister of Aviation: Jyotiraditya Scindia (Rajya sabha member From M.P.)

9. Union Minister Anurag Thakur addresses students of JNU on occasion of
128th Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda's historic
Chicago speech
•

•

•

Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting and Youth Affairs
and Sports Anurag Thakur today addressed the faculty and students
of Jawaharlal Nehru University on the occasion of 128th Anniversary
of Swami Vivekananda's historic Chicago speech.
The Minister appealed to the youth to keep upgrading their skills so
that in the 21st century India becomes the largest skilled manpower
provider in the world.
Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting and Youth Affairs
and Sports Anurag Thakur(Lok sabha member from Hamirpur,
Himachal pradesh)

10. Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav: Ministry of Food Processing Industries
celebrates Food Processing Week from Sep 6 to 12.
•

•

•

To commemorate 75 years of India's Independence, the Union Government is celebrating the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav. As a part of the celebration, the Ministry of Food Processing Industries is celebrating
Food Processing Week from 6th to 12th September.
As part of the week-long campaign of the Ministry, over 43 lakh rupees Seed Capital amount was
transferred today to District Project Management Units of State Rural Livelihoods Mission, SRLM for
135 SHG members.
Minister of Food Processing Industry: Pashupati Kumar Paras (Member of Lok sabha Hajipur, Bihar)
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Sports News
11. US Open : Daniil Medvedev stuns Novak Djokovic to win Maiden Grand
Slam title
•

Daniil Medvedev of Russia lifted his first Grand Slam trophy after beating Novak Djokovic 6-4, 6-4, 6-4
in the US Open men’s singles final at the Arthur Ashe Stadium in New York last night.

•

While Djokovic failed to become the third man after Don Budge and Rod Laver to sweep all four majors
in the same year, Medvedev capped off a stellar US Open outing with a memorable win

•

Grand slams in sequence and 2021 winners:
R.U.- Runner-up

Grandslams

Men(R.U.)

Women (R.U.)

Australian open

Novak Djokovic (Daniil Medvedev)

Naomi Osaka (Jennifer Brady)

French open

Novak Djokovic (Stefanos Tsitsipas)

Barbora Krejčíková (Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova)

Wimbledon open

Novak Djokovic (Matteo Berrettini)

Ashleigh Barty (Karolína Plíšková)

USA open

Daniil Medvedev (Novak Djokovic)

Emma Raducanu (Leylah Fernandez)

–BY SAMEER SINGHAL
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National Day
1. Hindi Diwas being Celebrated across Country Today
•
•

•
•

•

•

Hindi Diwas is being celebrated across the country today.
It was on this day in 1949 that the Constituent Assembly adopted
Hindi written in Devanagari script as the official language of the
country.
Today, Hindi is one of the widely spoken languages in the world
and the first language of more than 520 million people.s
Union Government has taken several steps to promote the
Rajbhasha and at the international forums, Hindi is being well
received.
The pioneer was the former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
whose address to the UN General Assembly is still recalled by
one and all.
Online Film Festival ‘Hindi: Bharat Ki Vani’ will be screened on
Films Division's website films division. org and YouTube channel
of Films Division today and tomorrow. Article of Indian Constitution deals with Official language of
the Union Article 343

2. Senior Congress leader Oscar Fernandes passes away (Obituary)
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Congress leader Oscar Fernandes passed away in Mangalore yesterday. He was 80 and was
hospitalised for a few weeks.
He served as Parliamentary Secretary to Rajiv Gandhi.
He was elected to the 7th Lok Sabha in 1980 from Udupi constituency in Karnataka.
He was re-elected to the Lok Sabha in 1984, 1989, 1991 and 1996 from the same constituency. He was
elected to the Rajya Sabha in 1998.
He was re-elected to the Rajya Sabha in 2004.
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•
•

He was a Union Minister from 2004 to 2009, holding a number of portfolios such as Statistics and
Programme Implementation, NRI Affairs, Youth and Sports Affairs and Labour and Employment.
He served two terms as a member of the Council of the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore.

National News
3. IIT Bombay Receives drone use Permission from Civil Aviation Ministry,
DGCA
•

Ministry of Civil Aviation and Directorate General of Civil Aviation have granted conditional exemption
from Drone Rules, 2021 to Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay.

•

IIT-B has received drone use permission for research, development and testing of drones in its own
premises.

•

This exemption shall be subject to the terms and conditions of the said airspace clearance and shall be
valid for a period of one year.

4. PM Modi congratulates Bhupendra Patel on taking oath as Gujarat
CM(National News)
•

Patel became a member of Gujarat Legislative Assembly for the
Ghatlodia constituency after winning the 2017 Gujarat Legislative
Assembly elections

•

On 11 September 2021, Vijay Rupani resigned from the post of Chief
Minister of Gujarat.
9
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•

Patel was unanimously elected as the BJP legislative party leader and Chief Minister elect of Gujarat on
12 September 2021 in the party legislature meeting at Gandhinagar

•

Gujarat Capital- Gandhinagar

•

Gujarat Governor-Acharya Devvrat

5. First ever in-person Quad summit to be held on Sept 24: White House
•
•

•
•

United States President Joe Biden will host the first ever in-person summit of the leaders of the Quad
group of countries later this month in Washington DC.
White House Spokesperson Jen Psaki announced yesterday that Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga will travel to
Washington to meet with Biden at the White House on 24th of this month.

The Quad is a strategic forum comprising India, Japan, Australia and USA. The Quad leaders held a
virtual meeting in March.
the Quad Leaders will be focused on deepening ties and advancing practical cooperation on areas such
as combatting COVID-19, addressing the climate crisis, partnering on emerging technologies and
cyberspace, and promoting a free and open Indo-Pacific.

6. UN to raise more than 600 million dollars in aid for Afghanistan
(International News)
•
•
•
•
•

The United Nations is seeking to raise more than 600 million dollars in aid for Afghanistan, warning the
country is facing a major humanitarian crisis.
In his opening remarks, UN Secretary General Mr Antonio Guterres called the humanitarian crisis in
Afghanistan a looming catastrophe and said the people of Afghanistan are in desperate need of a lifeline.
UN H.Q.- New York
UNGA President- Volkan Bozkir
UN Secretary General- Antonio Guterres
10
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7. Bangladesh schools not to have exams till class 3, no board exams till
Class X from 2023 (International News)
•

Education Minister Dr. Dipu Moni announced in Dhaka on Monday that the government has planned
to introduce the new curricula in the school from 2023 which will do away with division between
science, humanities and commerce till class X.

•

All the students will study 10 common subjects till class X after which they will get an option to choose
science, humanities or commerce as their discipline.

•

According to the draft new curricula, there will be no examination till class 3. The Class X students will
appear for Secondary School Certificate (SSC) Examination followed by Higher Secondary Certificate
(HSC) Examination for Class XI and XII.

•

The final result after class XII will be based on the combined results of class XI and XII.

•

She said that Bangladesh should not lag behind when the world progresses in science and technology.

•

Bangladesh capital- Dhaka

•

Currency-Bangladeshi taka

•

Bangladesh Prime Minister- Sheikh Hasina

•

Bangladesh president- Abdul Hamid
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8. Centre, ADB sign 300 Million Dollar loan to Expand Rural Connectivity
in Maharashtra (Economic News)

•

•

Indian government and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) on Wednesday signed a 300 million dollar
loan as additional financing to scale up improvement of rural connectivity to help boost rural economy
in Maharashtra.
The additional financing for the ongoing Maharashtra Rural Connectivity Improvement Project will
help improve an additional 1,100 rural roads and 230 bridges for a total length of 2,900 kilometers in
34 districts. Asian development Bank H.Q.- Manila Phillipins ADB established on- 19 December 1966

National News
9. Largest open air Fernery in Country Inaugurated in Uttarakhand
•

India is home to a plethora of plant and animal species. The geographical and weather condition of the
country is apt for the growth and development of a variety of species.

•

In line with this, India’s largest open-air fernery was inaugurated today, September 12 in Uttarakhand’s
Ranikhet.
12

www.plutusacademy.com

•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

The fernery is home to a large number of fern species, some of which are endemic to the state, some
hold medicinal value while some are threatened species that demand care and conservation.
The newly inaugurated fernery is one of the biggest ferneries in India. The fernery has the largest
collection of fern species, second to only Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanical Garden and Research
Institute (TBGRI), Thiruvananthapuram.
The CAMPA or Compensatory Afforestation Management Funds Management and Planning Authority
(CAMPA) by the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) was introduced in 2004 to accelerate
activities for the preservation of natural forests
The Ranikhet fernery has 120 different types of fern. The fernery has a mix of species from the western
Himalayan region, the eastern Himalayan region, and the Western Ghats.
Ferns are non-flowering pteridophytes. They generally reproduce by producing spores. However, similar
to flowering plants, ferns have roots, stems, and leaves. Ferns are the first plant with a fully developed
vascular system.
Uttarakhand Capital- Dehradun (Winter) and Gairsain (Summer)
Uttrakhand C.M.- Pushkar singh Dhami
Uttrakhand Governor-Gurmit singh

International News
10. Japan: Ruling party's top Politician Taro Kono likely to replace
Yoshihide Suga as PM
•
•
•
•
•
•

In a significant political development in Japan, a top politician in country's ruling party Taro Kono is all
set to replace Yoshihide Suga as the Prime Minister.
Kono, currently the minister in charge of Japan's vaccination drive, is considered a leading contender
to replace Suga after a surprise announcement this month that he would not seek to stay on in the post.
The vote to elect New Prime Minister will be held on the 29th of September.
Japan Capital- (Tokyo-old name was Edo)
Japan Currency- Japanese Yen
Hokkaido, Honshu, and Kyushu, Shikoku is one of the four main islands that make up the Japanese
archipelago. Honshu is the largest island of Japan

By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. PM Modi lays Foundation stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State
University in Aligarh. Also visited Aligarh node of UPDIC
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State University
at Aligarh in Uttar Pradesh yesterday.
The Prime Minister also visited the exhibition models of the Aligarh node of the upcoming Uttar
Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor and Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State University.
Two Defence Industrial Corridors have been set up in India, one in Uttar Pradesh and another in Tamil
Nadu by the Central Government to strengthen the self dependency of India in defence sector
Uttar Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor is being set up by the Uttar Pradesh Expressways Industrial
Development Authority (UPEIDA). It consists of the following six nodal points: Agra,Aligarh,Chitrakoot,
Jhansi,Kanpur and Lucknow
Tamil Nadu Defence Industrial Corridor is being set up by the Government of Tamil Nadu. It consists
of the following five nodal points: Chennai, Coimbatore,Hosur,Salem and Tiruchirappalli
UP Chief Minister- Yogi Adityanath (Constituency- Gorakhpur)
UP Governor-Anandiben Patel
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National News
2. Prestigious “Rajbhasha Keerthi Puraskar” award presented to National
Mineral Development Ltd.
•

•

•

The highest and the most prestigious “Rajbhasha Keerthi Puraskar”
award was presented to National Mineral Development Ltd. (NMDC),
under Ministry of Steel during the Rajbhasha Diwas Samaroh in New
Delhi yesterday
Hindi Diwas Samaroh was presided over by Home Minister Amit
Shah. During the function Dr. Sailesh Shukla, Assistant Manager
(Rajbhasha), NMDC Donimalai Iron Ore Project was also felicitated
with the “Rajbhasha Gourav Puraskar” for his published article
NMDC has been winning this accolade for the last three years in a row,
which goes on to show its dedication towards the implementation of
Hindi as the Official Language.

3. International Day of Democracy (Important Days)
•

•

•
•

In 2007 the United Nations General Assembly resolved to observe 15
September as the International Day of Democracy—with the purpose
of promoting and upholding the principles of democracy
The theme for International Day of Democracy changes every year.
"Covid-19: A Spotlight on Democracy" was the theme in 2020. This year,
the UN will focus on "strengthening democratic resilience in the face of
future crises."
Democracy- Election of Government by the People
Republic- Election of Head of State Directly or Indirectly

Important Days
4. VP Naidu, PM Modi, Amit Shah greet all engineers on Engineers Day
•
•
•
•

•

Sir MV, was an Indian civil engineer, statesman and the 19th Diwan of Mysore, serving from 1912 to
1919
He pursued his degree from one of the best and the 3rd oldest engineering college in Asia, College of
Engineering, Pune.
He received India's highest honour, the Bharat Ratna, in 1955. He was knighted as a Knight Commander
of the British Indian Empire (KCIE) by King George V for his contributions to the public good.
His birthday, 15 September, is celebrated as Engineers' Day in India, Sri Lanka and Tanzania in his
memory. He was the Chief Engineer of Krishna Raja Sagara dam in the north-west suburb of Mysuru
city
Krishna Raja Sagara, also popularly known as KRS, is a lake and the dam that creates it. They are close
to the settlement of Krishna Raja Sagara in the Indian State of Karnataka.
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•

The gravity dam made below the confluence of river Kaveri with its tributaries Hemavati and Lakshmana
Tirtha, in the district of Mandya.

National News
5. SVAMITVA scheme will play major role in bringing transparency in rural
India: Giriraj Singh.
•

•

•
•

Inaugurating national meet on SVAMITVA scheme in New Delhi today,
Mr Singh said, it will not only give property cards and title deeds to
people, but also provide data related to rural India which will help in
implementation of various welfare schemes.
The Minister asked states to involve panchayats in this scheme to create
awareness and for marking of land. He said, the scheme will help in ending
land related disputes in the country.
SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology
in Village Areas) scheme.
Minister of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj- Giriraj singh(Member
of lok sabha from Begusarai)

6. IIT-Bombay launches ‘Project Udaan’, that enables
Translation of Textbooks and other study Material.
•

•
•

With an aim to break the language barrier that many students face when they join institutes of higher
education, IIT-Bombay today launched ‘Project Udaan’, that enables translation of textbooks and other
study material related to engineering and other streams.
The virtual inauguration, which coincided with Hindi Diwas, was attended by Principal Scientific
Adviser to the Government of India, Dr. Krishnaswamy Vijay Raghavan as the chief guest.
IIT Bombay, is a donation based project. Prof. Ganesh and his team have built an Artificial Intelligencebased translation ecosystem, which can help translate engineering textbooks and learning materials
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in one-sixth the time it would take for a team consisting of domain and linguistic experts working
manually.

7. India and USA sign MoU for Enhancing export Potential of Ayurvedic &
other Indian Traditional Medicine products (MOU’s)
•

•

•
•

An MoU has been signed between the Pharmacopoeia Commission
for Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy and the American Herbal
Pharmacopoeia, USA, on September 13, 2021.
The MoU is aimed at strengthening promotion and development of
standards in the field of Ayurveda and other Indian Traditional systems
of medicine between the two countries on the basis of equality and
mutual benefit.
Ayush Ministry- Sarbananda Sonowal (also Minister of Ports, shipping
and Waterways).
(Member of Lok Sabha from Lakhimpur Assam)

8. India’s UPI and Singapore’s PayNow will be linked by July 2022 (Banking
Awareness)
•

•

•
•

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the Monetary
Authority of Singapore (MAS) announce a project to link
their respective fast payment systems viz. Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) and Pay Now. The linkage is targeted for
operationalisation by July 2022.
The linkage builds upon the earlier efforts of NPCI
International Private Limited (NIPL) and Network
for Electronic Transfers (NETS) to foster cross-border
interoperability of payments using cards and QR codes,
between India and Singapore
Singapore capital- Singapore City
Singapore Currency-Singapore Dollar
17
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National News
1. New defence complexes stand for new India & will strengthen Army:
PM Modi
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Mr Modi inaugurated the Defence Offices Complexes at Kasturba Gandhi Marg and Africa Avenue in
New Delhi today.
The new Defence Office Complexes are state-of-the-art and energy efficient, with comprehensive
security management measures. One of the defining features of these buildings is the use of new and
sustainable construction technology called Light gauge steel frame, which reduced construction time
from 30 to 24 months.
The new Defence Offices Complexes will accommodate around 7,000 officials of Defence ministry and
Armed Forces, including Army, Navy and Air Force.

General of Indian Army- M.M. Narvane
Admiral of Indian Navy- Karambir singh
Air Chief Marshal- Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhaduria
Chief of Defence staff- General Bipin Rawat

2. Rs 14 lakh cr loans given under Kisan Credit Card so far: Agriculture
Minister
•

•

•

Addressing the conference of Lieutenant Governors
and Administrators of all Union Territories in New
Delhi yesterday, Mr Tomar said, the government has
been running a campaign for saturation of Kisan
Credit Card.
Mr Tomar said that loan target of 16 lakh crore
rupees has been set for the current year and around
14 lakh crore rupees has already been given to the
farmers through Kisan Credit Card.
The Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme is a credit
scheme introduced in August 1998 by Indian banks.
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•

•

This model scheme was prepared by the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD) on the recommendations of R.V. GUPTA committee to provide term loans for agricultural
needs.
Minister of Agriculture- Narendra singh Tomar (Lok sabha member from Morena, M.P.)

3. 8th edition of Indian Army Chief’s Conclave to be organised from today.
•

•

•

The highlight of the three day event will be the invite extended to
former Chiefs of the Nepali Army, who were also Honorary Chiefs
of the Indian Army
Defence Ministry said, the Conclave is a forum for exchange of
ideas between the old guard and the current leadership of the Indian
Army.
It will involve discussions on the rapid transformation of the
Indian Army, self-reliance through Atmanirbhar and Make in India
initiatives in defence manufacturing and skilling of the Indian
soldier to fight modern wars.

4. Gajendra Singh Shekhawat to chair conference of PHED ministers of 8
North-Eastern states on Jal Jeevan Mission
•

•

•

•

The one day conference will be held at Assam Administrative Staff
College, Guwahati. The conference is organized to discuss planning,
implementation and progress made so far as well as the way forward
so that all remaining households in North-Eastern States get tap water
connections at the earliest.
Jal Shakti Ministry said, more than nine thousand crore rupees funds
have been allocated as Central grant to eight North-Eastern States
under Jal Jeevan Mission in 2021-22.
Jal Jeevan Mission is a flagship programme of Union Government
to make provision of tap water connection to every rural household
across country by 2024.
Ministry of Jal Shakti- Ganjendra singh Shekhawat (Member of Lok sabha- Jodhpur)

5. Vice President, PM, Lok Sabha Speaker jointly launch Sansad TV
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•
•
•

•

The launch of Sansad TV date coincides with the International Day of Democracy.
In February this year, a decision was taken to merge Lok Sabha TV and Rajya Sabha TV and rechristen
the merged entity as Sansad TV.
The programming of this TV will primarily be in four categories - functioning of Parliament and
democratic institutions, governance and implementation of schemes, policies, history, and culture of
India and issues, interests, concerns of contemporary nature.
On the occasion, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla said that the Sansad TV which has been launched today
will act as establishing a brige of communication between Parliament and Public.

International News
6. US, UK and Australia announce formation of AUKUS - a new trilateral
security partnership for Indo-Pacific region.

•
•
•

It was announced in a joint address by British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, his Australian counterpart
Scott Morrison and US President Joe Biden with a vision for a safer and more secure Indo-Pacific.
The first project of AUKUS will be to help Australia acquire a nuclear-powered conventionally-armed
submarine fleet.
The three heads of state reaffirmed their intention to continue to work with their allies and groupings in
tandem with AUKUS, with the Quad being mentioned by Morrison and Biden.

7. Three Bangladeshi films selected for Busan International Film Festival
•
•

Three Bangladeshi films have been selected for the 26th Busan International Film Festival (BIFF) to be
held at Haeundae, Busan in South Korea from 6-15 October.
Rehana Maryam Noor directed by Abdullah Mohammad Saad, No Land’s Man directed by Mostofa
Sarwar Farooki and Paayer Tolay Mati Nai (No Ground beneath the Feat) by Rabby Mridha have been
included in the section named ‘A Window on Asian Cinema’ of the festival.
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•

Busan International Film Festival (BIFF) is one of the most prestigious film festivals of Asia. Started in
1996, it focusses on new films and first time directors, especially from Asian countries.

By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. PM Modi addresses plenary session of SCO meeting at Dushanbe; asks
member states to fight against increasing radicalization.
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•

•

•

•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said the root cause of problems facing Shanghai Cooperation
Organization region is increasing radicalisation. He said, recent developments in Afghanistan have
made challenges posed by radicalisation more clear.
Addressing the Plenary Session of the 21st Meeting of SCO Council of Heads of State through video
conferencing, Mr. Modi said fight against radicalisation is not only needed for regional security and
trust but also to ensure bright future of the youth.
The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), or Shanghai Pact, is a Eurasian political, economic,
and security alliance, the creation of which was announced on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai, China by the
leaders of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Iran.
the organization has expanded its membership to eight states when India and Pakistan joined SCO as
full members on 9 June 2017 at a summit in Astana, Kazakhstan.
Tajikistan capital- Dushanbe
Tajikistan currency- Somoni

2. Railways launches Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana.
•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Railways has launched Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana, a
programme under the aegis of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana.
It empowers youth by way of providing entry-level training
in industry relevant skills through Railway Training
Institutes as part of 75 years of independence ‘Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav’.
The training will be provided to 50 thousand candidates
over a period of three years.
Initially, the training will be provided to one thousand
candidates in four trades - Electrician, Welder, Machinist
and Fitter. It will comprise of initial basic training of 100
hours.
Candidates who are 10th pass and between 18 to 35 years
shall be eligible to apply.
Participants in the scheme will, however, have no claim to seek employment in Railways on the basis of
this training.
75 Railway Training Institutes spread across the country have been shortlisted to provide training
Railway Minister, Minister of Electronics and Information and Technology and Minister of
Communication- Ashwini Vaishnaw(Member of Rajya sabha Odisha)

3. FM Nirmala Sitharaman chairs 45th meeting of GST council in Lucknow.
•
•
•
•

The 45th Meeting of the Goods and Services Tax, GST Council is going on in Lucknow today.
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is chairing the meeting in which Finance Ministers from
all states and many senior officers are present.
At its last meeting in June, the Council had waived the indirect tax levied on two critical drugs and reset
the tax rate to five per cent on many COVID-19 essentials.
Finance Minister and Corporate affairs- Nirmala Sitharaman(Member of Rajya sabha from Karnataka
Sitharaman(Member of Rajya sabha from Karnataka)
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4. E-Auction of gifts and mementos received by PM Modi begins today.
•
•

•

•

•

Culture Ministry is organizing the e-auction.
The memorabilia include sports gear and equipment
of the medal winning Olympians and Paralympians,
replica of the Ayodhya Ram Mandir, Chardham,
Rudraksh Convention Centre, models, sculptures,
paintings, angavastras among others.
Persons or organizations can participate in the
e-Auction through the website, pmmementos.gov.in
from today till 7th of October.
The proceeds of the e-Auction will go to the Namami
Gange Mission aimed at conserving and rejuvenating
the Ganga.
Ministry of Culture, Minister of Tourism and Minister
of Development of North Eastern Region- G.Kishan
Reddy(Member of Parliament, Lok sabha from
Secundrabad, Telangana).

5. Union Minister Narayan Rane lays foundation stone for development park
in J&K
•
•
•

In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, as part of Public Outreach Programme launched by the
Central Government, Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) Narayan Rane.
Mr Rane said that the Central Government is committed to provide enhanced basic facilities to people
at their doorsteps.
He asked for maintaining a strong coordination between the administration and the people for effective
implementation of various welfare and development programmes launched by the government.
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•

Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)- Narayan Rane( Member of Rajyasabha)

6. Health Minister inaugurates many patient-centric facilities at Safdarjung
Hospital.
•

He inaugurated a Child Abuse Care and Elder Abuse Care Centre in the New Block of the Hospital, the
third PM-CARES Pressure Swing Adsorption Oxygen Plant of capacity one metric tonne and the new
makeshift hospital at the hospital premises.
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•
•
•

He released a booklet — Quality Ki Baat and presented the hospital its entry level National Accreditation
Board for Hospitals and Health Care Providers, NABH accreditation certificate.
Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan, Director General of Health Services Dr Sunil Kumar and Medical
Superintendent of Safdarjung Hospital Dr. S.V. Arya were also present at this juncture.
Minister of Health and Family Welfare and Minister of Chemical and Fertilizer - Mansukh Mandaviya
(Member of Rajya sabha, Gujarat)

7. I&B Minister Anurag Thakur, Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya jointly
launch 15 Mobile Medical Units for Himachal Pradesh.

•

•
•
•

Mr Thakur said, the government has provided six lakh people with the facility of free testing, treatment
and medicines in six years. He said, the government aims at extending it to 21 lakh more people in next
five years when these vehicles double in number
Health Minister Mandaviya said, a few years ago, Obamacare was brought in the United States providing
health security to 10 crore people. He said, it was appreciated across the world.
Mr Mandaviya said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi provided health security up to five lakh rupees not
to 10 crore people, but 10 crore families including around 50 crore people.
Minister of Information and Broadcasting and Sports and Youth Affairs- Anurag Thakur (Member of
Lok sabha from Hamirpur, H.P.)
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8. iRASTE: Nitin Gadkari launches AI-powered road safety project that aims
to reduce accidents by 50%
•
•

•

“iRASTE”, an Artificial Intelligence-powered project, on a pilot basis in Nagpur in Maharashtra with the
aim of reducing accidents by 50 per cent.
A collaborative effort between the government, Intel, INAI, IIIT-Hyderabad, CSIR-CRRI (Central Road
Research Institute), Mahindra & Mahindra and Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC), the project
will focus on vehicle safety, mobility analysis and road infrastructure safety to move towards a “Vision
Zero” accident scenario, a release said.
Minister of Road Transport and Highways- Nitin Gadkari(Member of Lok Sabha, Nagpur

9. World Patient Safety Day- 17 SEPTEMBER
•

•

World Patient Safety Day (WPSD), observed annually
on 17 September, aims to raise global awareness about
patient safety and call for solidarity and united action by
all countries and international partners to reduce patient
harm
World Patient Safety Day – established by the World
Health Assembly in 2019 through resolution WHA72.6 on
“Global action on patient safety” is observed annually on 17 September. It was adopted at the 72nd
World Health Assembly on 25 May 2019.

APPOINTMENTS
10. Former Supreme Court judge Indu Malhotra appointed DDCA Ombudsman
cum Ethics Officer
•

Former Supreme Court judge and one of India’s foremost legal luminaries, Justice (Retired) Indu
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•

•

Malhotra will be the new Ombudsman cum
Ethics Officer of Delhi and Districts Cricket
Association (DDCA).
The DDCA’s general body, headed by its
president Rohan Jaitley, decided on 65-year-old
Justice (Retd) Malhotra’s appointment.
In 2007, Malhotra was designated senior
advocate by the Supreme Court and she became
only the second woman to be designated by the
apex court after a gap of three decades
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Govt launches countrywide free telemedicine consultation cum drugs
facility

•
•
•
•

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh launched countrywide free Telemedicine Consultation cum drugs
facility on the occasion of birthday of Prime Minister Narendra Modi yesterday
The Minister also announced that “JIGYASA”, a student-scientist connect programme of the Ministry of
Science and Technology, will be extended to cover schools in over 700 districts of India within one year.
Dr Jitendra Singh said, on a day when the whole nation is celebrating the birthday of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, there could not be a better way than this to observe “Seva Samarpan Abhiyaan”
Dr. Jitendra Singh- (Minister of state for P.M. office) (Member of Lok sabha from Udhampur, Jammu
and Kashmir)

27

www.plutusacademy.com

2. BJP begins ‘Seva aur Samarpan Abhiyan’ to mark PM Narendra Modi’s 20
years in public life

•
•

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi turned 71 on Friday (September 17), the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) launched a mega 20-day public outreach, ‘Seva aur Samarpan’ Abhiyan.
The programme will continue till October 7 to mark his 20 years in public life, including the period
when he served as Gujarat chief minister

3. Home Minister Amit Shah plants one croreth tree under All India Tree
Plantation Mission-2021.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Union Home Minister Amit Shah planted the one croreth tree under All India Tree Plantation
Mission-2021 in the Regional Training Centre of Central Reserve Police Force at Mudkhed in Nanded.
Mr. Shah expressed happiness that one croreth sapling is planted on Birthday of Prime Minister.
He said, Narendra Modi was the first Chief Minister post independence who gave importance to the
issue of climate change.
He also paid homage to the martyrs of Marathwada Mukti Sangram.
CRPF Head Quarter- New Delhi
Formation- 28 December 1949
Director General-Kuldiep Singh
Marathwada Liberation Day- 17 September

4. MyGov India launches Planetarium Innovation Challenge for Indian
start-ups and tech entrepreneurs.

•

•
•
•
•

The challenge aims to bring together the tech firms and Start-ups (based out of India) with the potential
to build an indigenous planetariums system software using latest technologies including Augmented
Reality (AR), Virtual Reality (VR) and Merged Reality (MR).
Planetarium Innovation Challenge was launched by MyGov India last week. The Registration is open
till 10th of October.
The challenge invites applications from start-ups and tech entrepreneurs to develop state-of-the-art
technology for our Planetariums.
The Innovation Challenge is open to experts from all domains of Planetarium Technology
athttps://innovateindia.mygov.in.
The first winner, second winner and third winner under the contest will get the cash prizes of five lakh,
three lakh and two lakh rupees respectively.
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Banking News
5. Power Finance Corporation issues India’s first-ever Euro Green Bond.

•

•
•
•

Power Finance Corporation (PFC) launched its maiden €300 million 7-year Euro Bond issuance on
September 13 which got oversubscribed 2.65 times by institutional investors across Asia and Europe,
the company said Thursday in a statement.
“It is not only the first Euro bond issuance by PFC but also the first ever Euro-denominated Green bond
issuance from India.
Moreover, it is the first Euro issuance by an Indian non-banking finance corporation(NBFC) and the
first Euro bond issuance from India since 2017,
Chairman and Managing Director, RS Dhillon, PFC.

6. Kushinagar Airport declared as Customs Notified Airport.
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•
•
•
•

It will also facilitate international passenger movements including that of Buddhist pilgrims.
The Kushinagar airport is an international airport spread across an area of 600 acres.
It had been granted the licence to operate international flights by DGCA last February.
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs(CBIC) Chairperson: M. Ajit Kumar.

Appointments
7. SBI’s Amit Saxena joins RBI Innovation Hub as CTO
•

•
•

The Reserve Bank announced that it would set up Reserve Bank
Innovation Hub (RBIH) to promote innovation across the financial
sector by leveraging on technology and creating an environment that
would facilitate and foster innovation.
The RBIH shall create an ecosystem that would focus on promoting
access to financial services and products.
This will also promote financial inclusion.The Hub will collaborate with
financial sector institutions, the technology industry, and academic
institutions and coordinate efforts for the exchange of ideas and
development of prototypes related to financial innovations.

8. Alka Nangia Arora, JS, Ministry of MSME assumes charge as CMD, NSIC.
•

•

•

1991-batch Indian Defence Accounts Service (IDAS) officer Alka Nangia Arora
has assumed the additional charge of the post of Chairman and Managing
Director (CMD) of National Small Industries Corporation Ltd (NSIC)
National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC) is an ISO 9001-2015 certified
government of India enterprise under the Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSME).
NSIC has been working to promote, aid and foster the growth of micro, small
and medium enterprises in the country. It operates through a countrywide
network of oces and technical centers.

Launch/Scheme
9. J&K Lt. Governor Manoj Sinha launches ‘One Gram Panchayat-One DIGIPay Sakhi’
•

•

In order to promote door to door digital banking and financial services in remote areas of Jammu and
Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha launched Mission ‘One Gram Panchayat-One DIGI-Pay
Sakhi’, at Jammu & Kashmir Entrepreneurship Development Institute (JKEDI) in Pampore yesterday.
Initially, the DIGI-Pay facility will be provided in 2000 remote villages of the UT and in the first phase,
80 women from Self Help Groups from across Jammu and Kashmir have been selected as DIGI-Pay
Sakhis.
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•
•

Lt Governor said that the J&K government has started a mass movement for the socio-economic
upliftment of women across the Union Territory.
He said that the three new initiatives of Digi-Pay, Krishi, and Pashu Sakhi besides several other programs
of women empowerment such as Hausla, Tejaswini, UMEED, Rise Together will further accelerate
efforts of J&K government in Empowering Women.

Awards
10. Dharmendra Pradhan presents Kaushalacharya Awards 2021 to 41 skill
trainers
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•
•
•

Education and Skill Development Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Friday said, skill trainers have to
play a crucial role in realizing the vision of Prime Minister of making India, the skill capital of the world.
Mr. Pradhan pitched for adopting a bottom-up approach with a focus on innovative ways to upskill
trainers, and plan skill development at the grassroots.
These 41 trainers are from several initiatives and training programmes of Skill India- Directorate
General of Training (DGT), Apprenticeship, Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), Jan
Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) and Entrepreneurship.

Important Days
11. World Water Monitoring Day: 18 September

•
•

The World Water Monitoring Day is observed every year on September 18 since 2003 to increase public
awareness and involvement in water monitoring and protecting water resources all over the world.
World Water Monitoring Day engages people of all ages in monitoring the condition of local rivers,
streams, estuaries and other water bodies. The theme of World Water Day 2021 is valuing water.

12. International Equal Pay Day: 18 September
•

•

•

International Equal Pay Day is celebrated on
18 September. The First edition of the day was
observed in the year 2020.
The day aims to achieve equal pay for work of
equal value and break the walls against all forms
of discrimination, including discrimination
against women and girls.
Article 39 of Indian Constitution in DPSP gives
the definition of “Equal pay for Equal Work”
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13. World Bamboo Day: 18 September

•
•
•
•

World Bamboo Day is observed every year on 18 September to raise awareness of the benefits of bamboo
and to promote its use in everyday products.
Bamboos are used for various purposes mainly in East and Southeast Asia. Bamboo is a tall, tree-like
grass of the family Poaceae.
WBD was officially declared by the World Bamboo Organization on September 18 at the 8th World
Bamboo Congress held in Bangkok in 2009.
The aim of the WBO is to bring the potential of bamboo to more elevated exposure, to promote new
cultivation of bamboo.

14. Eastern Naval Command celebrates 36th International Coastal Cleanup
Day at Visakhapatnam.
•
•
•

•

As part of it, the ENC undertook Coastal Cleanup Drive at Yarada Beach, Bheemili Beach and other sea
fronts within premises of Naval units of Visakhapatnam.
Approximately 500 Naval personnel, Defence Civilians and their families carried out the cleanup drive
following the prevailing COVID19 protocols.
The cleanup drive was aimed at creating awareness among people to keep our beaches clean, safeguarding
the environment and inculcating the habit of respecting coastlines which in turn nurtures the marine
biodiversity.
Every year, on the third Saturday in September, the International Coastal Cleanup Community
encourages people around the world to remove trash and debris from beaches
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. Commerce and Industry Ministry to celebrate week-long Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav from today

•
•
•
•
•

•

Department of Commerce will observe the ‘Vanijya Saptah’ beginning today.
A slew of programmes and events are being organized across the country highlighting Aatmanirbhar
Bharat, showcasing India as a rising economic force and green and Swachh SEZs.
Handholding sessions are being organised focusing on ‘From Farm to Foreign Lands’ and exporter
conclaves, ‘Vanijya Utsav’, covering all 739 districts of the country.
During the Vanijya Utsav to be held on 24th and 26th September, exporter conclaves will be held in
more than 700 districts.
Another major campaign of the ‘Vanijya Saptah’ will be the 35 Export Promotion events being organized
on 21st and 22nd September by all the 14 Export Promotion Councils showcasing India as a Rising
Economic Force.
Ministry of Commerce, Textiles and Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution also Leader of
Rajya sabha - Piyush Goyal(Member of Parlaiment, Rajya sabha, Maharashtra)

2. HM Amit Shah releases 5 lakh gas connections for poor families of Madhya
Pradesh.
•
•

Mr. Shah was addressing the inauguration program of the second phase of Ujjwala Yojana in Jabalpur,
Madhya Pradesh.
He released 5 lakh gas connections for the poor families of Madhya Pradesh and also symbolically
provided free gas connections to 5 women.
2
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•
•
•
•

Ujjwala 2.0 scheme aims to cover 10 million more beneficiaries in the second phase of the scheme.
Under Ujjwala 2.0, migrant workers can avail a free cooking gas connection on the basis of a selfdeclaration without any need for documents like address proof.
Ujjwala 2.0 aims to provide deposit-free LPG connections to low-income families who could not be
covered under the first phase of PMUY.
Amit shah- Home minister of India and Ministry of Co-Operation

3. Charanjit Singh Channi to take oath today, two deputy CMs likely to be
named.
•

•

•
•

He is a member of the Indian National Congress. He
was previously Minister of Technical Education and
Training under Amarinder Singh and leader of the
opposition in the Punjab Legislative Assembly.
After a long spell of infighting in Punjab Congress, the
party high command Saturday asked Chief Minister
Captain Amarinder Singh to step down from his post.
This comes after Navjot Singh Sidhu, Amarinder’s bete
noire, was appointed state Congress unit chief.
Charanjit Singh Channi- MLA From Chamkaur sahib
Governor of Punjab- Banwarilal Purohit

4. Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar participates in G-20
Agriculture Ministerial meeting.
•
•

•

Agriculture Ministerial meeting organized by Italy, which holds the Presidency of G20.
Mr Tomar said, agricultural research has played an important role in tackling the problem of food
security, improving the income of farmers and agriculturists and sustainable use of natural resources
for the subsistence of the people
He said, today, with an annual production of 308 million tonnes of food grains, India is not only in the
realm of food security but is also catering to needs of other countries.
3
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•
•
•
•

The Agriculture Minister explained that by the year 2030-31, India’s population is likely to exceed 150
crores, for which the demand for food grains is then estimated to be around 350 million tonnes.
Narendra singh Tomar- Minister of Agriculture(MP, Lok sabha, Morena, Madhya pradesh)
G20 Members- 20
G20 chairman- Mario Draghi(Italy) also PM of Italy

5. More than one crore people register on e-shram portal so far

•
•
•
•
•
•

Registration of unorganized workers has picked pace across the country, and more than one crore
people have registered on the e-shram portal.
As of today, over 1 crore 3 lakh 12 thousand workers have registered in the portal.
Of these, around 43 percent of the beneficiaries are female and 57 percent are male.
As per the latest data, Bihar, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal are at the forefront of this initiative
with the highest number of registrations.
The largest number of workers registered are from agriculture and construction, given the sheer volume
of these two sectors in employment generation in India.
Ministry of Labour & Employment has launched e-Shram Portal to link Unorganised Workers with
social security schemes being implemented by the Central and State Governments.
4

www.plutusacademy.com

•
•

Minister for Labour and Employment, Bhupender Yadav has launched the portal where 38 crore
Unorganised Workers can register themselves and in turn benefit from various social security schemes.
Minister of Labour and Employment and Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate ChangeBhupendra Yadav (Member of Rajya sabha, Rajasthan)

6. AYUSH Minister Sarbananda Sonowal emphasizes on promotion of Ayush
Aahar in country.
•

Ministry promote Ayush Aahar throughout the country as it will also help saving the youth from the
ills of junk food.

•

It is noteworthy that the Ministry of Ayush is promoting Ayush based diet and lifestyle and is working
in convergence with the Ministry of Women and Child Development in the Poshan Abhiyan to realize
the ultimate goal of Suposhit Bharat.
During the visit the Minister also released the book titled Quality and Safety of select Rasakalpa – Metal
and Mineral based Ayurvedic Formulations, Volume:6.
Sarbananda Sonowal Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways and Minister of AYUSH (MP From
Lok sabha Lakhimpur)

•
•

7. Ministry of Law and Justice launches Ek Pahal Drive Across the Country
to encourage mass registration under Tele-Law
•

As the nation celebrates “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav”, Department of Justice launched the “Ek Pahal /,d

igy” drive across the country from 17th September till 2nd October to encourage mass registration
•

•

under Tele-Law.
The medium of Tele Law effectively provides pre-litigation advice / consultation to beneficiaries by
Panel Lawyers through a huge network covering 51,434 Common Service Centres in 50,000 Gram
Panchayats in 633 districts across 34 States and UTs.
Tele-Law means the use of communications and information technology for the delivery of legal
information and advice.
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•
•

Department of Justice has partnered with NALSA and CSC e-Governance Service India Limited for
mainstreaming legal aid to the marginalized communities through Common Services Center (CSC).
Ministry of Law- Kiren Rijiju(MP from Lok Sabha, Arunachal west)

8. India’s 61st Software Technology park centre opened in Nagaland
•

•

•
•

Nagaland’s first and India’s 61st Software Technology Park of India (STPI) centre was on Friday
inaugurated at the state capital by Union Minister of State (MoS) for Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship, Electronics and IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar at the Directorate of Information
Technology & Communication (DITC).
Software Technology Parks of India (STPI) is a science and technology organisation established in 1991
by the Indian Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology with the objective of encouraging,
promoting and boosting the export of software from India.
Director General of Software Technology Park of IndiaOmkar Rai
Ashwini Vaishnaw- Ministry of Electronics and Information and Technology, Ministry of Railways.
(MP of Rajya Sabha from Odisha)
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9. Manipur’s Sirarakhong chilli, Tamenglong orange get GI tag

•
•
•

•
•

Manipur’s Tamenglong orange, a species of the mandarin family, and a unique fruit crop found in the
state, along with Hathei, a special chilli variety, have acquired the Geographical Indication (GI) tag.
The GI status is an indication that identifies goods as produced from a particular area which has special
quality attributable to its geographical origin.
Manipur Organic Mission Agency (MOMA) applied for GI tags for Tamenglong orange and Sirarakhong
Hathei chilli in 2019. MOMA’s project director K Debdutta Sharma said the GI certificates will be issued
shortly.
Chief Minister of Manipur N. Biren Singh
Governor: La. Ganesan.

Sports News
10. Pankaj Advani wins Asian Snooker Championship 2021.
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•
•

Defending champion Pankaj Advani of India reached the final of 36th Asian Snooker Championship on
Thursday morning after subduing from Cheung Ka Wai of Hong Kong
Yasin Merchant (1989, 2001), Alok Kumar (2004), Aditya Mehta (2012) were the other Indians who
won the championship.

Book Release
11. Rajnath and Puri released book “Shining Sikh Youth of India”
•

•

To commemorate 400th birth anniversary of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib 10th ninth Guru of Sikhs
book Titled “Shining Sikh Youth of India “ was authored by Dr Prabhleen Singh Administrative officer of
Punjabi University Patiala was jointly released by Rajnath Singh Defence Minister of India and Hardeep
Singh Puri Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister of India at DRDO Bhawan.
Dr Prabhleen Singh has earlier written two books prominent six of India which was released by Vice
President of India M Venkaiah Naidu and was published by Punjab University Chandigarh and second
book prominent six of USA was release date Parliament of USA jointly by 15 congressmen three senators
and Lieutenant governor of California.
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Military exercise
12. Indo-Nepal joint military exercise Surya Kiran-XV to begin at
Pithoragarh.

•
•
•

14-day ‘Surya-Kiran 15’ begins in Uttarakhand’s Pithoragarh
The previous edition of the Exercise Surya Kiran was conducted in Nepal in 2019. The exercise was
called off in 2020, due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
The Indian Army and Nepali Army would share their experiences of various counter-insurgency
operations, and familiarise themselves with each other’s weapons, equipment, tactics, techniques and
procedures of operating in a counter-insurgency environment in mountainous terrain
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Centre signs model MoU with CSC e-Governance Services India Limited.
•

Department of Food and Public Distribution under Ministry
of Consumer Afffairs, Food and Public Distribution has
entered into a model MoU with CSC e-Governance Services
India Limited to increase the business opportunities and
income of Fair Price Shops by way of delivery of CSC services
through interested Fair Price Shop dealers.
9
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•

•

The MoU was signed by Deputy Secretary Public Distribution Jyotsna Gupta and Vice President, CSC
Sarthik Sachdeva in the presence of Secretary Food and Public Distribution Sudhanshu Pandey and
Managing Director of CSC Dinesh Kumar Tyagi
Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Minister of Textiles- Piyush Goyal(MP
from Rajya Sabha from Maharashtra, Leader of Rajya sabha)

2. Sarbananda Sonowal virtually flags off dwarf container train service
from JNPT

•
•
•
•

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal today virtually flagged-off the
dwarf container train service from Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT).
With this, the first consignment of laden Dwarf containers from Dwarf container depot (DCD) at the
port was moved by train to ICD Kanpur.
Furthermore, the ‘Dwarf ’ containers provide a 67 percent increase in volume when double-stacked and
can carry a weight of 71 tons, against 40 tons by an ISO container.
The ‘Dwarf Containers’ are lesser in height by 660 mm than normal ISO containers, giving them a
logistical edge. The Low height of dwarf container loaded on trailers can pass through rural, semi urban
and urban roads, through limited height subways and level crossing in electrified sections.

3. NCW launches capacity building, personality development program.
•

•

•

National Commission for Women, NCW has launched a country-wide
capacity building and personality development program for women
Undergraduate and Post graduate students.
The Commission is collaborating with Central and State universities for
organizing sessions on Personal Capacity Building, Professional Career
Skills and Digital Literacy and effective use of social media to prep women
students for entering the job market
NCW launched its first program in collaboration with the Central
University of Haryana.
10

www.plutusacademy.com

•
•
•

NCW Chairperson, Rekha Sharma
NCW Formed- 1992
NCW H.Q.- New Delhi.

4. India’s first indigenous luxury cruise liner to be launched by IRCTC

•
•

The Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) will launch the country’s first
indigenous cruise liner from Saturday, in partnership with Cordelia Cruises – a private company.
The luxury travel offering in the form of the indigenous cruise will take guests on-boards to some of the
most popular Indian and international tourist destinations – such as Goa, Diu, Kochi, the Lakshadweep
islands, and Sri Lanka.

Sports News
5. National Open Athletics: Harmilan Kaur Bains sets national record in
1500m
•

•

Punjab’s Harmilan Kaur Bains stole the thunder from the
sprinters by breaking Sunita Rani’s long-standing national
record in the 1,500 metres on the second day of the 60th
National Open Athletics Championships in the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium in Hanamkonda in Telangana
23-year-old athlete has passed the 19-year-old record held by
Sunita Rani in 1500m at the 2002 Asian Games in Busan by
clocking 4:06.03 Completing race in 4:05.39
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Science and Technology
6. Niti Aayog in tie-up with ISRO, CBSE launch ‘Space Challenge’ for school
students

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Niti Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission(AIM) in collaboration with ISRO and CBSE has launched ‘Space
Challenge’ for school students across India.
This challenge has been designed for all the school students, mentors and teachers across the country
who not only are associated with schools having Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) labs but for all the non-ATL
schools as well.
This is to ensure that students of classes 6 to 12 are given an open platform where they can innovate and
enable themselves to solve digital age space technology problems
The ATL Space Challenge 2021 aligns with the World Space Week 2021 which is being observed from
October 4-10 each year
AIM Mission Director Chintan Vaishnav said the aim of this challenge is to enable innovation among
young school students to create something in space sector.
Director Capacity Building Programme Office (ISRO) Sudhir Kumar
CBSE Chairman Manoj Ahuja

BANKING NEWS
7. HDFC Bank, Paytm to launch co-branded credit cards
•
•

HDFC Bank will partner with payment company Paytm to launch co-branded credit cards powered by
Visa
With the Paytm partnership, HDFC Bank seeks to gain lost share in the credit card segment.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

The Reserve Bank of India had banned India’s largest private bank from issuing new credit cards as a
penalty for its outages. It lifted the ban in August after more than eight months.
Paytm has a reach of over 330 million consumers. The tie-up will enable a deeper reach for the bank in
Tier II and Tier III markets.
Paytm HQ: Noida, Uttar Pradesh
Paytm Founder & CEO: Vijay Shekhar Sharma
Headquarters of HDFC Bank: Mumbai, Maharashtra
MD and CEO of HDFC Bank: Sashidhar Jagdishan

INTERNATIONAL DAY
8. 21 September :International Day of Peace
•

•

•
•
•
•

The International Day of Peace, sometimes officially known
as World Peace Day, is a United Nations-sanctioned holiday
observed annually on 21 September.
It is dedicated to world peace, and specifically the absence of
war and violence, such as might be occasioned by a temporary
ceasefire in a combat zone for humanitarian aid access.
The day was first celebrated in 1981 and is kept by many
nations, political groups, military groups, and people.
And in 2001 21 september was Declared officially as IPD.
The 2021 theme for the International Day of Peace is
“Recovering Better for an Equitable and Sustainable World.”
International Day of Non-Violence- 2nd October(Started in
2007)
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International News
9. Iran’s membership of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

•
•
•
•
•
•

Iran’s bid to become a full member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was approved
after almost 15 years by the bloc’s seven permanent members on Friday.
After the technical and legal process concludes – which could take up to two years – Iran will formally
join a group that accounts for about one-third of the world’s land and exports trillions of dollars annually
SCO Permanent members-India, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan
SCO Headquarters- Beijing, China
SCO Secretary-General- Vladimir Norov
SCO Founded- 15 June 2001

10. World Bank’s call to discontinue ‘Doing Business Report’
•
•
•
•
•

The World Bank’s decision to discontinue ‘Doing Business Report’
decision was taken by the Board of Executive Directors, World Bank Group management after data
irregularities on Doing Business 2018 and 2020 were reported.
Irked Pakistan as it was confident that the country would make a leap in the next report to improve the
current ranking of 108th
World Bank Headquarters- Washington, D.C., United States.
World Bank Formation- July 1944.
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•

World Bank President- David Malpass.

INDEX
11. India climbs to 46th spot in Global Innovation Index-2021 rankings

•

India has climbed two spots and has been ranked 46th by the World Intellectual Property Organization
in the Global Innovation Index 2021 rankings.
15
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•
•

•
•
•
•

India has been on a rising trajectory, over the past several years in the Global Innovation Index, from a
rank of 81 in 2015 to 46 in 2021
The Scientific Departments like the Department of Atomic Energy, Department of Science and
Technology, the Department of Biotechnology and the Department of Space have played a pivotal role
in enriching the National Innovation Ecosystem.
Headquarter- Geneva, Switzerland
Membership- 193 member states
Daren Tang- Director General
Formation- 14 July 1967

12. Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya releases FSSAI’s 3rd State Food
Safety Index

•

•
•
•

In an effort to galvanize States to work towards ensuring safe food for citizens Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya released Food Safety Index to measure the performance of States across five parameters of
food safety.
Gujarat was the top ranking state, followed by Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
Among the smaller states, Goa stood first followed by Meghalaya and Manipur. Among UTs, Jammu
and Kashmir, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and New Delhi secured top ranks.
Mr Mandaviya also flagged off 19 Mobile Food Testing Vans Food Safety on Wheels to supplement the
food safety ecosystem across the country taking the total number of such mobile testing vans to 109.

Awards
13. President Kovind confers National Florence Nightingale Award 2020
•
•

President Ram Nath Kovind today conferred the National Florence Nightingale Award 2020 to Deputy
Director General of Military Nursing Service Brig S V Saraswati.
Brig Saraswati as a renowned operation theatre nurse, has assisted in more than 3,000 lifesaving and
emergency surgeries and has trained residents, operation room nursing trainees and auxiliary staff in
her career.
16
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Obituary
14. Renowned astrophysicist Thanu Padmanabhan passes away
•
•

•

Padma Shri awardee collapsed after suffering a
massive heart attack at his Pune residence
He was a distinguished professor at the
Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and
Astrophysics (IUCAA).
He had authored over 300 research papers and
several books, with important contributions
in areas of gravitation, quantum gravity, and
structure and formation of the universe.

National News
1. India now has 10 International Blue Flag beaches: Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav
•

•
•
•

Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav today announced that India now has 10 International Blue
Flag beaches with the addition of Kovalamand Eden beaches this year and recertification for 8 beaches
which got the tag last year.
The Blue Flag is a certification by the Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) that a beach,
marina, or sustainable boating tourism operator meets its standards.
FEE’s Blue Flag criteria include standards for quality, safety, environmental education and information,
the provision of services and general environmental management criteria.
The Blue Flag is sought for beaches, marinas, and sustainable boating tourism operators as an indication
of their high environmental and quality standards.
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•
•

Foundation of Environmental Education- 1981
HQ- Copanhagen, Denmark

2. Uttar Pradesh Government to Establish Electronic Park
•

•

•

The electronic park being set up by the UP government
along the Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) is expected to attract an investment
of Rs 50,000 crore and will provide employment to
thousands of local youths, YEIDA CEO Dr Arun Veer
Singh.
The park is likely to be developed on 250acre either in
Sector 14 or Sector 10 of YEIDA near the upcoming
Jewar Airport,”
Electronics and IT Minister, Railway Minister- Ashwini
Vaishnaw (MP From Rajya Sabha, Odisha)

3. Education Ministry forms National Steering Committee for development
of National Curriculum Frameworks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Ministry of Education has formed the National Steering Committee for the development of National
Curriculum Frameworks. The committee will be chaired by:
Former ISRO Chairman Dr K Kasturirangan
Chancellor of National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration Mahesh Chandra Pant
Chairman of National Book Trust Govind Prasad Sharma
Vice-Chancellor of the Jamia Millia Islamia University Najma Akhtar
First Vice-Chancellor of Central Tribal University of Andhra Pradesh T V Kattimani
Guest professor at IIT Gandhinagar and Indian author of French origin Michel Danino
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•
•
•

•
•

American mathematician of Indian origin Manjul Bhargava
Are part of the 12 member committee.
The Committee will finalise National Curriculum Frameworks after incorporating suggestions received
from various stakeholders, states and UTs and also in the meetings of Executive Committee and General
Body of the NCERT and Central Advisory Board on Education.
Tenure of the National Steering Committee will be three years
Education Minister and Minister of skill development and Entrepreneurship- Dharmendra prasad

4. Vanijya Utsav’ being observed across country
•

•

•

•

A two-day Vanijya Utsav is being held
across the country as a part of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav celebrations to mark
the 75th year of India’s Independence.
A slew of programmes and events
are being organized highlighting
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, showcasing
India as a rising economic force and
green and Swachh Special Economic
Zones.
Handholding sessions are being
organised focusing on ‘From Farm to
Foreign Lands’ and exporter conclaves,
‘Vanijya Utsav’, covering all 739 districts
of the country.
Minister of Commerce and Industry- Piyush Goyal
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Appointment
5. Facebook India appoints former Uber executive Rajiv Aggarwal as head
of public policy

•
•
•

Social media giant Facebook on Monday announced the appointment of former Indian Administrative
Services (IAS) officer, Rajiv Aggarwal as the director of public policy
Aggarwal will be responsible for defining and leading policy development initiatives around user safety,
data protection and privacy, inclusion and internet governance, for Facebook in India.
He will be reporting directly to the vice president and managing director of Facebook India, Ajit Mohan

6. Air Marshal VR Chaudhari to be next Chief of Indian Air Force
•
•
•

Government has decided to appoint Air Marshal V R Chaudhari, presently Vice
Chief of Air Staff, as the next Chief of the Indian Air Force.
He will assume charge after the retirement of Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar
Singh Bhadauria on 30th September 2021.
Air Marshal Chaudhari is decorated with Param Vishisht Seva Medal, Ati
Vishisht Seva Medal and Vayu Sena Medal.

International News
7. Justin Trudeau’s Liberal Party narrowly wins Canada elections but falls
short of majority
•

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Liberal Party has narrowly won parliamentary elections, but
it failed to secure a majority.
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•
•

•

•
•

This is Mr Trudeau’s third federal election win.
The Liberals are projected to win 158 seats, short of the 170 seats
needed for the majority Mr Trudeau was seeking with his early
election call.
Hours after the results came in, Mr. Trudeau greeted the people.
He told supporters in Montreal, you elected a government that will
fight for you and deliver for you.
Canada Capital- Ottawa
Canada Currency- Canadian Dollar

8. CISF woman scales Mt Kilimanjaro, becomes ‘fastest Indian’ o summit 2
peaks

•
•

CISF official Geeta Samota successfully scaled Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest peak in Africa. With this,
the 31-year-old became the “fastest Indian” to summit two peaks located in Africa and Russia
Mt Elbrus (5,642 mts) is in Russia, the Kilimanjaro peak (5,895 mts) is located in Tanzania and is
Africa’s highest peak

Index
9. India will be 3rd largest importer by 2050: UK report
•

•
•

India is poised to become the world’s third-largest importer by 2050 with a 5.9% share of global imports,
following China and the United States (US), according to a new report by the UK’S Department of
International Trade.
Currently, India is on the eighth spot on the list of largest importing countries with a 2.8% share.
The country will jump to the fourth position by 2030 with a 3.9% share, according to the report titled
‘Global Trade Outlook’.
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•
•

Department for International Trade- Formed 14 July 2016
HQ- London.

Naval Exercise
10. Indian & Indonesian Naval Exercise 3rd edition of ‘Samudra Shakti’
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•
•
•
•

The Indian Navy and the Indonesian Navy are taking part in a bilateral maritime exercise, known as
‘Samudra Shakti’.
The two-day exercise is being held near to Sunda Strait from 20 to 22 September.
Third edition of Samudra Shakti, which aims to strengthen maritime cooperation between the two
navies.
The Indian Navy’s multi-role guided missile stealth frigate INS Shivalik and anti-submarine corvette
INS Kadmatt are representing the service in the exercise.

Book Launch
11. Kaveree Bamzai’s book ‘The Three Khans: And the Emergence of New India’

•
•

In the book, senior journalist, Kaveree Bamzai has juxtaposed the careers of the 3 Khans, Aamir, Shah
Rukh, & Salman, with the most tumultuous times in the history of the republic.
Art often responds to social and political dimensions,& in a country short of role models, film stars
often play double roles.

International Day
12. World Rhino Day- 22 September
•

•

This special day provides the opportunity for
cause-related organizations, NGOs, zoos, and
members of the public to Protect all the five
existing species of Rhinoceros, which are: Black
Rhino, White Rhino, Greater one-horned Rhino,
Sumatran Rhino and Javan Rhinos.
World Rhino Day was first announced by World
Wildlife Fund-South Africa in 2010 and is being
observed internationally since 2011.
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National News
1. Ladakh Higher Education Dept & consortium of IIT Delhi, Bombay and
Kanpur sign EoI in Leh

•

•

•

Ladakh Higher Education Department (DoHE) and the consortium of Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT), Delhi, Bombay and Kanpur have signed an Expression of Interest (EoI), in Leh in the presence of
Lieutenant Governor RK Mathur.
The partnership shall focus on providing innovation and entrepreneurship opportunities focused on
Ladakh’s ecosystem, skill development for enhancing employability, quality of education for increasing
higher education opportunities and setting up of a quality engineering institution in Ladakh.
Ladakh Higher Education Secretary Ms Padma Angmo has signed expression of interest for UT Ladakh.

2. Anurag Thakur to inaugurate five day Himalayan Film Festival at Leh on
September 24
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•
•
•

Information and Broadcasting Minister, Anurag Thakur will inaugurate a five day Himalayan Film
Festival at Leh, Ladakh on 24th of this month.
The inaugural of this first festival will witness the presence of makers and cast of the super hit movie
Shershah, including Director Vishnuvardhan and the lead actor Siddharth Malhotra.
The festival will comprise of various segments to enthrall the audience and film buffs. They include
the screening of popular films. workshops, master classes, in-conversation sessions and competition
sections.

3. Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying signs MoU with Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation

•
•
•
•

Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying on Wednesday signed Memorandum of Understanding
with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to support India’s livestock sector.
Both will work together on sustainably improving India’s livestock sector to support the nation’s food
and nutritional security, and protect the economic wellbeing of small-scale livestock producers.
Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Parshottam Rupala said, government is
committed to monitor and significantly improve animal health and production in the country.
Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Parshottam Rupala(MP Rajya Sabha, Gujarat)

4. Assam set up a tea Park at Kamrup district’s Chhaygaon
•

•

•

•
•

This tea garden will have rail and port connectivity, cargo and
warehouse amenities, processing facilities like tea grinding,
blending, packaging and other utility services under one roof.
To boost the tea production in Assam, the state government
will be setting up a Tea Park at Chayygaon in the Kamrup
district of the state.
Chandra Mohan Patowary-Minister of Transport, Parliamentary
Affairs, Skill Development & Entrepreneurship,Industry and
Commerce in Government of Assam
Assam Governor: Jagdish Mukhi;
Assam Chief Minister: Himanta Biswa Sarma.
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Banking News
5. OECD marginally lowered India’s FY22 growth projection to 9.7%

•
•
•
•

India’s growth projection for the ongoing fiscal to 9.7%, a reduction of 20 basis points (bps), and to 7.9%
for the next financial year, down 30 bps from its May forecast
According to OECD data, India is the worst hit among major economies, with its real GDP in the June
quarter 15% lower than the pre-pandemic forecast and around 7% lower than the December quarter.
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development Headquarters: Paris, France
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development Founded: 30 September 1961.

6. ADB cuts India growth forecast to 10%, sees faster inflation at 5.5%
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•
•
•
•

The Asian Development Bank has cut its forecast for India’s GDP growth in 2021-22 to 10%, from 11%
projected earlier.
ADB’s April forecast for 11% growth, the Bank expects the economy to ‘rebound strongly in the
remaining three quarters and grow by 10% in the full fiscal year before moderating to 7.5%’ in 2022-23.
President of ADB: Masatsugu Asakawa
Headquarters: Manila, Philippines.

International Days
7. International Day of Sign Languages: 23 September
•

•
•

•
•
•

International Day of Sign Languages (IDSL) is celebrated annually
across the world on 23 September every year along with International
Week of the Deaf.
The theme for the 2021 International Day of Sign Languages is “We Sign
For Human Rights”
The choice of 23 September is the same date that the World Federation
of the Deaf was established in 1951. The choice of 23 September is the
same date that the World Federation of the Deaf was established in 1951.
World Federation of the Deaf H.Q.- Helsinki, Finland.
World Federation of the Deaf Founded- 23 September 1951, Rome, Italy.
World Federation of the Deaf President- Joseph J. Murray.

Merger
8. Zee to merge with Sony; Punit Goenka will be CEO & MD of combined entity
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•
•
•
•
•

Zee Entertainment Enterprises (ZEEL) has found a white knight in rival Sony with the latter agreeing
to merge its India entertainment business
ZEEL shareholders will own approximately 47 per cent in the merged entity, while the promoters of
Sony India will hold 53 per cent after the infusion of growth capital
Puneet Goenka, the CEO of Zee Entertainment, will be the MD and CEO of the merged entity for a
period of 5 years.
Sony Pictures Networks India Headquarters- Mumbai
Sony Pictures Networks India Founded - 30 September 1995.

Appointment
9. UN Appoints Nobel Laureate Kailash Satyarthi As Sustainable Development
Goals Advocate
•

•

•
•

•

Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash Satyarthi has been appointed by UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres as a Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) Advocate in the 76th UN General Assembly.
Anonio Guterres appointed Satyarthi along with, STEM activist
Valentina Munoz Rabanal, Microsoft President Brad Smith and
K-pop superstars BLACKPINK as new SDG Advocates.
With this, the UN now has total of 16 SDG Advocates.
The SDG Advocates are prominent leaders in the world who work
to mobilise action to deliver the 17 SDGs by 2030, using their
considerable spheres of influence.
Kailash satyarthi awarded Nobel Peace Prize in 2014 along with
Malala yousufzai.

National News
1. Mansukh Mandaviya inaugurates opening session of Aarogya Manthan 3.0
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•
•
•
•

•

Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya today inaugurated the Opening Session of Aarogya Manthan 3.0
organised.
It mark the Third Anniversary of Ayushman Bharat - Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana scheme for
its successful implementation across the country.
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana was launched on 23rd September 2018 from
Ranchi by Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the vision to achieve Universal Health Coverage.
Mr Mandaviya virtually interacted with Ayushman Bharat - Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana
beneficiaries from different states and UTs and also released the third edition of the NHA’s Annual
Report 2020-2021 along with the Lessons Learnt Booklet.
Health Minister, Minister of Chemical and Fertilizers Mansukh Mandaviya (M.P. Rajya sabha from
Gujarat)

2. Odisha to host junior men’s World Cup Hockey from November 24 to
December 5

•
•
•

Odisha will host the junior men’s World Cup Hockey in coming November. Chief minister Naveen
Patnaik announced this in capital Bhubaneswar last evening.
s many as 16 countries will take part in the event that will be held in the Kalinga stadium in Bhubaneswar
from the 24th November 5th December 2021.
Odisha had hosted the 2018 men’s hockey world cup

3. Piyush Goyal launches National Single Window System for investors
•
•
•

•

Minister said that this single window portal will become a
one-stop-shop for investors for approvals and clearances.
NSWS will usher in “Azadi” (freedom) from legacy of
running to govt offices for approvals and registrations
would bring transparency, accountability and
responsiveness in the ecosystem and all information will.
be available on a single dashboard
Piyush Goyal- Ministerof Commerce and Industry and
Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and PDS Minister
(MP From Rajya sabha, Maharashtra)
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Appointment
4. Air India chairman Rajiv Bansal to be aviation secretary

•
•

Air India chairman Rajiv Bansal has been appointed as the new aviation secretary who will succeed
incumbent PS Kharola when the latter retires this month-end.
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) chief Arun Kumar has also been given the rank and pay
of secretary to government of India by the appointments committee of the cabinet (ACC)

Awards
5. Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina receives SDG Progress award

•

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been conferred with the SDG Progress award for Bangladesh’s steady
progress in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
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•
•
•
•
•

Prime Minister Hasina is currently visiting the US to attend the 76th session of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA).
The SDSN was set up in 2012 under the auspices of the UN Secretary-General. Led by development
economist Jeffery Sachs
Total 17 SDG’S
President of Bangladesh: Abdul Hamid
Dhaka; Currency: Taka.

6. Bangladeshi Fairooz Faizah Beether gets 2021 Changemaker Award
•

•

•

Fairooz Faizah Beether of Bangladesh has been chosen for the 2021 Changemaker
Award for her work promoting good health and well-being by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.
Fairooz Faizah is co-founder of Moner School which is an anonymous online
platform active in the field of mental health. It works with youth to educate them
about the importance of mental health care
The Changemaker Award is part of the Goalkeepers Global Goals award
instituted by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to accelerate progress
towards attaining the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the UN.

7. Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka Awarded Global Goalkeeper Award 2021

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation announced its annual Goalkeepers ‘Global Goals Awards’ 2021
Goalkeepers is the foundation’s campaign to accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development
Goals (Global Goals).
The award were given in following categories:
The 2021 Global Goalkeeper Award- Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka(former United Nations undersecretary-general and executive director of UN Women)
The 2021 Progress Award-Jenifer Colpas (Columbia)
The 2021 Campaign Award- Satta Sheriff (Liberia)
31

www.plutusacademy.com

Books and Authors
8. Chetan Bhagat releases trailer for new book, ‘400 Days’

•
•

The book, published by Westland, is the third story from the Keshav-Saurabh series after “The Girl in
Room 105” and “One Arranged Murder”. It will be released on October 8.
The trailer, though not cinematic like the previous instalments from the series featuring actor Vikrant
Massey, saw Bhagat narrating the plot himself about a missing girl Siya

National Days
9. PFRDA to observe NPS Diwas on October 1
•

•
•

•

The Pension Regulator will be observing 1st October
2021 as the National Pension System Diwas (NPS
Diwas) to promote pension and retirement planning
for a carefree ‘azad’ retirement.
PFRDA is promoting this campaign on its social
media platforms with #npsdiwas.
Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority
is the regulatory body under the jurisdiction of the
Ministry of Finance, Government of India for overall
supervision and regulation of pension in India.
The Pension Fund Regulatory & Development
Authority Act was passed on 19 September 2013 and
the same was notified on 1 February 2014.
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Obituary
10. Ex-Delhi police chief, who handled Batla House case, passes away at 70
•

•

•

Former Delhi Police commissioner Yudhbir Singh
Dadwal (70) died on Wednesday night at his Chattarpur
home
A 1974 batch IPS officer, Dadwal had joined the Delhi
Police as an additional deputy commissioner. He
became the Delhi Police commissioner in 2007 and was
transferred to Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) as its Director
General in 2010.
During his tenure with the Delhi Police, he was known for handling cases like the Batla House encounter
in 2008 and maintaining high-level security in Delhi during the Commonwealth Games in 2010.

Sports
11. Pankaj Advani wins his 24th world title in Doha

•
•
•

Star Indian cueist Pankaj Advani on Tuesday grabbed his 24th world title when he triumphed at the
IBSF 6-Red Snooker World Cup with a victory over Pakistan’s Babar Masih in the final.
Advani, who won his 11th Asian title last week, started the final with a comfortable 42-13 win in the
opening frame.
World Professional Billiards and Snooker Association (WPBSA)- Bristol England
By Sameer Singhal

33

www.plutusacademy.com

National News
1. Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy inaugurates State Soil Testing Laboratory
in Kohima

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Union Minister of State for Tourism, Culture & DoNER, G. Kishan Reddy today inaugurated the State
Soil Testing Laboratory at the Directorate of Social & Water Conservation in Kohima.
Funded by North East Council, NEC Ministry of DoNER, the project cost is 371.70 lakh rupees with
NEC share of 90 percent and 10 percent state share.
He said PM Modi calls North eastern states as Ashtalakshmi states as they symbolize different source
of wealth.
Soil health dash board of the Agriculture ministry provides detailed information on various parameters
such as nitrogen, phosphorus, PH, micro nutrients and others.
special focus has been given to Northeast states for promoting oil palm farming. He said central
government has allotted 12000 crore rupees of which 50 percent allotted to North east region.
Ministry of DoNER-Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region.
Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region is a Government of India ministry, established in
September 2001
Functions as the nodal Department of the Central Government to deal with matters related to the socioeconomic development of the eight States of Northeast India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim.
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2. New steel stockyard likely to come up at declared SEZ at Sabroom in
South Tripura: Union Minister of Steel

•

•
•
•
•

Union Minister of Steel Ram Chandra Prasad Singh while addressing media today here at Agartala said
that a high level meeting has been held on the matter in the presence of the Steel Authority of India and
officials of Tripura.
Steel Authority of India Limited- Soma Mondal
SAIL operates and owns five integrated steel plants at Bhilai, Rourkela, Durgapur, Bokaro and Burnpur
(Asansol) and three special steel plants at Salem, Durgapur and Bhadravathi.
Governor- Satyadev Narayan Arya
Chief Minister- Biplab Kumar Deb (BJP)

3. PM Modi to address 76th session of UN General Assembly in New York today

•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the 76th session of UN General Assembly in New York this
evening.
The 76th session of United Nations General Assembly is underway in New York.
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•
•

•
•

India’s First Secretary Sneha Dubey, while addressing the UNGA, said the Union Territories of Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh were, are and will always be an integral and inalienable part of India.
US President Joe Biden was the first speaker as per the tradition. In his maiden speech to the UNGA,
Mr Biden urged the nations to forge a global unity against common threats like COVID-19 pandemic,
technological threats and autocratic nations.
UN H.Q.- New York
UN Established- 24th October 194

4. PM expresses happiness over Puratchi Thalaivar Dr. M.G. Ramachandran
Central Railway Station for being fully powered by Solar Energy

•
•
•

•

Puratchi Thalaivar Dr. M.G. Ramachandran Central Railway Station, commonly known as the Chennai
Central (station code: MAS), is the main railway terminus in the city of Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
The century-old building of the railway station, designed by architect George Harding, is one of the
most prominent landmarks of Chennai.
In 1996 it was renamed from Madras Central to Chennai Central, and then to honour the AIADMK
founder and the former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu M. G. Ramachandran, it was renamed as Puratchi
Thalaivar Dr. M.G. Ramachandran Central Railway Station on 5 April 2019.
Railways Minister- Ashwini Vaishnaw

Defence News
5. India signs contract for acquisition of 56 C-295MW transport aircraft
•
•
•

India has signed a contract with Airbus Defence and Space Company of Spain for acquisition of 56
C-295MW transport aircraft for the Indian Air Force.
The aircraft will give a major boost to tactical airlift capability of IAF, especially in the Northern and
North-Eastern sector and Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
The project will provide a major boost to the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan of the Centre that offers
a unique opportunity for the Indian private sector to enter into technology intensive and highly
competitive aviation industry.
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•

Out of 56, forty aircraft will be manufactured in India by TATA Consortium.

Inauguration News
6. High power transmitters at world’s highest radio station at Humbatingla in
Kargil to be inaugurated
•

•

•

Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur will
inaugurate high power transmitters at world’s highest radio station at
Humbatingla in Kargil.
At an altitude of 13 thousand 300 feet from mean sea level, each
10kW High Power Transmitters of All India Radio FM radio station
and Doordarshan will improve the transmission and the reach in the
region especially in Kargil and Batalik sectors.
Ladakh Capital- Leh

Defence News
7. Sulur IAF Station completes servicing of 100th Dornier Aircraft
•

•

•

The Air force Station Sulur passed out the hundredth Dornier Aircraft
after major servicing yesterday. The hallmark event was presided over by
Air Vice Marshal CR Mohan Air officer Engineer
The key and the aircraft log books were handed over to the Operating
Crew by Air Commodore PK Sreekumar, Air Officer Commanding of the
Base Repair Depot.
From a small beginning in 2000 for servicing of IAF Dornier Aircraft, the
Base repair Depot has graduated to higher order servicing of the aircraft
each year.
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8. Ministry of Civil Aviation releases India’s airspace map for drone
operations

•
•

•

The map is available on DGCA’s digital sky platform, digitalsky.dgca.gov.in/home.
The drone airspace map comes as a follow-through of the liberalised Drone Rules, 2021 released by the
Central Government on 25th of last month, the PLI scheme for drones released on 15th of this month
and the Geospatial Data Guidelines issued on 15th February this year.
These include, agriculture, mining, infrastructure, surveillance, emergency response, transportation,
geo-spatial mapping, defence, and law enforcement to name a few

International News
9. Five climbers dead after a blizzard on Europe’s highest peak ‘Mount
Elbrus’

•
•
•

Thursday’s incident struck when a group of 19 climbers were at an altitude of over 5,000 metres (16,000
feet).
Elbrus, located in Russia’s North Caucasus, is the highest mountain Europe at 5,642 metres (18,510 feet).
The remaining 14 were taken down to the Azau valley below and the rescue was carried out in “the most
difficult conditions” with strong winds, low visibility and sub-zero temperatures
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Defence News
10. Indian Army to organise cultural fest to showcase linkages with
Bangladesh during the liberation War

•
•
•

The Indian Army will organise a festival from September 26-29 at Kolkata to showcase the cultural
linkage between India and Bangladesh during the liberation war of 1971.
The festival named ‘Bijoya Sanskritik Mahotsav’ is being organised by the Eastern Command of the
Indian Army.
Lt. Gen. Manoj Pande, Army Commander, Eastern Command will inaugurate the event at Rabindra
Sadan on 26 September.

Books and Authors
11. The Long Game: How the Chinese Negotiate with India by Vijay Gokhale

•
•

In this new book, former foreign secretary of India, Vijay Gokhale, unpacks the dynamics of IndiaChina relations through the prism of six historical and recent events
His 1st book is “Tiananmen Square: The Making of a Protest” was published earlier this month.
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12. A audiobook title ‘Jungle Nama’ released by Amitav Ghosh

•
•
•

Amitav Ghosh’s “Jungle Nama” has now been released as an audiobook with music and voice of USbased Ali Sethi.
Jungle Nama is Amitav Ghosh’s verse adaptation of an episode from the legend of Bon Bibi, a tale
popular in the villages of the Sundarban, which also lies at the heart of the novel The Hungry Tide.
With stunning artwork by the renowned artist Salman Toor.

National Day
13. Antyodaya Divas on 25 September
•
•
•
•

Antyodaya Diwas is observed every year on September 25, to
mark the birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya.
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, born in Mathura in 1916 was
one of the key leaders of Bharatiya Jana Sangh later BJP.
Deendayal Upadhyaya was a humanist, economist, journalist,
philosopher and abled statesman.
In the 1940s, Deendayal Upadhyaya launched ‘Rashtra
Dharma’, a monthly journal, from Uttar Pradesh’s Lucknow
for spreading the ideology of Hindutva nationalism. Later, he
started ‘Panchjanya’, a weekly magazine, and a daily, ‘Swadesh’.

International Day
14. World Pharmacist Day: 25 September
•
•

This day is celebrated to create awareness about the role of a pharmacist in improving health.
This year’s theme is “Pharmacy: Always trusted for your health“.
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•

•
•

The day was designated in 2009 by the FIP Council (International Pharmaceutical Federation or
Federation Internationale Pharmaceutique) at the World Congress of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences in Istanbul, Turkey.
International Pharmaceutical Federation Founded: 25 September 1912.
International Pharmaceutical Federation Headquarters location: The Hague, Netherlands.
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. PM Modi launches Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, health ID for every
citizen

•

•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Monday launched the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission. Under this, a
unique digital health ID will be provided to the people, which will contain all the health records of the
person.
The pilot project of the National Digital Health Mission was announced by the prime minister from the
ramparts of the Red Fort on August 15, 2020.
The drive to strengthen the health facilities of the country, in the last 7 years, is entering a new phase
today.
Currently, Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission is being implemented in pilot phase in six Union
Territories. These UTs are Andaman and Nicobar, Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman
and Diu, Ladakh, Lakshadweep and Puducherry.

2. Naga Cucumber from Nagaland gets GI tag
•
•
•

Naga cucumbers are juicy, soft and sweet and is grown completely organically.
Cucumber has been traditionally cultivated by Naga farmers in their Jhum fields as a mixed crop mainly
during the Kharif season (April –May).
It is one of the important component crops in the jhum cultivation.
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•

Some tribes like Konyak are found to grow cucumber all throughout the year by seed to seed method
depending upon the soil type

3. IMD issues red alert for ‘Cyclone Gulab’
•

•
•

•
•

The Cyclonic Storm ‘Gulab’ over northwest and adjoining west central
Bay of Bengal moved nearly westwards during last six hours and lies
centered over northwest and adjoining west central Bay of Bengal.
Pakistan proposed this name
Odisha and north coastal Andhra Pradesh. Heavy to very heavy
rainfall is also likely at isolated places over Telangana and heavy falls
at isolated places over north interior Odisha and Chhattisgarh.
Indian Meteorological Department- New Delhi
Established- 1875

International News
4. Bangabandhu-Bapu digital exhibition opens in Dhaka
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•
•

•
•

The Bangabandhu-Bapu digital exhibition was opened for public viewing in Dhaka on Saturday.
Education Minister of Bangladesh Dr. Dipu Moni, State Minister for Culture K.M.Khalid and High
Commissioner of India to Bangladesh Vikram Doraiswami opened the exhibition at the Shilpkala
Academy in Dhaka.
The exhibition showcases in a thematic manner the lives of the father of the nation of Bangladesh
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi.
The exhibition has been specially curated by the two governments to commemorate the Mujib Boarsho,
birth centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib and 150 years of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi as well as
the golden jubilee of India-Bangladesh bilateral relations.

Appointment
5. Former UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown appointed WHO Ambassador
for Global Health Financing
•
•

•
•
•

Mr Brown is widely credited with preventing a second Great Depression
through his stewardship of the 2009 London G20 summit.
He mobilized world leaders to commit an additional $1.1 trillion to
restore credit, growth and jobs to help the world economy through the
global financial crisis.
WHO founded: 7 April 1948.
Headquarters of WHO: Geneva, Switzerland.
President of the World Health Organisation: Tedros Adhanom.

Launch
6. Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak launches space start-up Privateer
•

•

•
•

Apple’s co-creator Steve Wozniak has launched a new space
start-up called Privateer Space, increasing competition to a field
dominated by billionaires Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos and Richard
Branson.
Privateer will be represented at the Advanced Maui Optical and
Space Surveillance Technologies Conference, scheduled to run
from September 14-17 in Hawaii.
Bank of America predicts the space economy will have more
than tripled in size by 2030, with a $1.4 trillion market value.
Mr Wozniak co-founded Apple Computers in 1976 with fellow college dropout Steve Jobs and
businessman Ronald Wayne.
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7. World’s Highest EV Charging Station inaugurated in Himachal Pradesh

•
•
•
•

The world’s highest electric vehicle charging station has been inaugurated in Kaza village of Lahaul and
Spiti district in Himachal Pradesh.
There is a good response for battery-operated small electric vehicles like e-scooter, electric threewheelers, e-rickshaws, e-carts, and e-bikes in the country.
Himachal Pradesh CM- Jai Ram Thakur.
Himachal Pradesh Governor- Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar

Important Days
8. World Rivers Day 2021: 26 September

•

Every year on the fourth Sunday of September, World River Day is observed to raise awareness regarding
water bodies and to promote their conservation.
5
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•
•

•

This year, it falls on September 26.
Mark Angelo, a well-known river environmentalist, addressed the United Nations in 2005 during
its Water for Life campaign, a decade-long effort to raise awareness about vulnerable water supplies
throughout the world. Angelo called for an annual World Rivers Day to help the cause gain traction.
Theme for World Rivers Day 2021 is “Waterways in our communities”

9. World Environmental Health Day: 26 September

•
•
•
•

World Environmental Health Day 2021 is observed annually on September 26 to spread awareness
globally regarding the health of the environment.
The central idea behind celebrating this day is that the health of the human race is irrevocably intertwined
with the health of the environment.
The theme for this year is ‘Prioritising Environmental Health for healthier communities in the global
recovery.’
The day was marked by the International Federation of Environmental Health in 2011. The main aim is
the well being of people across the globe.
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Hardeep Singh Puri launches seventh consecutive edition of Swachh
Survekshan
•
•

•

Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri today launched the
seventh consecutive edition of Swachh Survekshan in New Delhi.
It is the world’s largest urban cleanliness survey conducted by Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban. Designed with People First as its driving philosophy, Swachh
Survekshan 2022
The Minister said that Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0 and AMRUT 2.0 will be
launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 1st of October.
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•
•

Swachh Survekshan 2022 has incorporated specific indicators that drive cities to improve working
conditions and livelihood opportunities for these frontline soldiers in urban India’s sanitation journey.
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs - Hardeep singh
Puri (MP, Rajya Sabha, Uttar Pradesh)

2. PLI scheme for drone will boost domestic manufacturing of drone.
•

•

•

Government approved Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme
for Drone Industry with a budgetary outlay of ₹ 120 crore to enhance
India’s manufacturing capabilities in drone and its components.
The PLI scheme for Drones and Drone components industry, will lead
to investments worth ₹ 5,000 Crore, increase in eligible sales of ₹ 1500
crore and create additional employment of about 10,000 jobs over a
period of next three years.
Secretary Ministry of civil aviation- Mr. Pradip singh Kharola

3. Home Minister Amit Shah to inaugurate 17th Formation Day of National
Disaster Management Authority

•
•
•
•
•

Home Minister Amit Shah will inaugurate the 17th Formation Day of the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) in New Delhi.
The theme of this year’s Formation Day is Cascading effects of disaster events in the Himalayan region.
NDMA was established through the Disaster Management Act enacted by the Government of India on
23 December 2005.
It is headed by the Prime Minister of India and can have up to nine other members.
National Disaster Response Force- Director General-SN Pradhan, IPS

4. Supreme Court introduces FASTER system
•

Supreme Court of India has approved an electronic system named FASTER (Fast and Secured
Transmission of Electronic Records).
7
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•
•
•

The FASTER system will be used for transferring e-authenticated copies from courts to prisons.
A three-judge bench of Chief Justice N.V. Ramana, Justice Nageswara Rao and Justice Surya Kant has
instructed the prisons to make arrangements for the same.
Under the FASTER system, courts can send e-authenticated copies of bail orders, stay orders, interim
orders and proceedings through secured electronic communication to duty officers at prisons.

5. Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize ceremony
•

•

•

•

The prestigious Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize for Science and
Technology (2021), awarded to scientists annually for outstanding
research work.
The award, instituted by the Council of Scientific & Industrial
Research (CSIR) India, in the name of its late founder-director Dr
(Sir) Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar, carries a cash award of ₹five lakh.
During the ceremony, vice president M Venkaiah Naidu advised
CSIR to reinvent itself and turn futuristic while pursuing the
science of the highest order.
Total 11 scientists Awarded in ceremony.

Defence News
6. DRDO successfully flight tests Akash Prime missile
•
•
•
•

A new version of the Akash Missile, Akash Prime was successfully flight tested yesterday from Integrated
Test Range at Chandipur in Odisha.
The missile intercepted and destroyed an unmanned aerial target mimicking enemy aircrafts, in its
maiden flight test after improvements.
In comparison to the existing Akash System, Akash Prime is equipped with an indigenous active Radio
Frequency seeker for improved accuracy.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has congratulated DRDO, Indian Army, Indian Air Force, Defence
Public Sector Undertaking and industry for the successful trials of Akash Prime Missile.
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•

Chairman of DRDO Dr G. Satheesh Reddy congratulated the team for the successful flight trial of
Akash Prime Missile.

7. Lt Gen Gurbirpal Singh takes over as DG NCC
•
•

•

•

Lieutenant General Gurbirpal Singh today took over as the 34th Director
General of National Cadet Corps (NCC).
He was commissioned into the PARACHUTE REGIMENT in 1987. An
alumnus of the National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla, Indian Military
Academy, Dehradun as well as NCC.
The National Cadet Corps is the youth wing of the Indian Armed Forces
with its headquarters in New Delhi, India. It is open to school and college
students on voluntary basis as a Tri-Services Organisation, comprising
the Army, the Navy and the Air Wing, engaged in grooming the youth of
the country into disciplined and patriotic citizens.
NCC Day- 4th Sunday of November.

8. Indian Army to organise cultural fest to showcase linkages with
Bangladesh during the liberation War.
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•
•
•
•
•

The Indian Army will organise a festival from September 26-29 at Kolkata to showcase the cultural
linkage between India and Bangladesh during the liberation war of 1971.
The festival named ‘Bijoya Sanskritik Mahotsav’ is being organised by the Eastern Command of the
Indian Army.
The programme will include film screenings, plays, musical concerts and band performances
The event is being organised as part of the Swarnim Vijay Varsha celebrations to commemorate the 50
years of liberation of Bangladesh and India’s victory over Pakistan in the 1971 Indo-Pakistan war.
Lt. Gen. Manoj Pande, Army Commander, Eastern Command will inaugurate the event at Rabindra
Sadan on 26 September

International News
9. Germany’s Social Democratic Party wins largest share of vote in federal
election

•
•

•
•

Germany’s left-leaning Social Democratic Party (SPD) has won the largest share of the vote in federal
election, putting them in leading position to form the country’s next coalition government.
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s Christian Democratic Union (CDU) along with their affiliated Bavarian
Christian Social Union, suffered their worst general federal election result ever and were defeated by the
left-leaning Social Democrats (SPD).
The SPD, Germany’s oldest party, won 25.7 per cent of the vote, up five percentage points from the 2017
federal election, ahead of Merkel’s CDU/CSU (Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union).
Olaf Scholz ’s Social Democrats (SPD) said Germany always has coalition governments and it was always
stable. Angela Merkel will step down as Germany’s chancellor once a new coalition deal is agreed.

10. Consultancy contract signed between India & Bangladesh for a new
railway line from Bogura to Sirajganj
•

A new direct rail line from Bogura to Sirajganj in Bangladesh will be developed under a government of
India Line of Credit (LoC). As a first step towards this an agreement between Bangladesh Railway and
a joint venture company of India was signed
10
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•
•
•

The agreement was signed in the presence of the Railway Minister of Bangladesh Md. Nurul Islam Sujan
and High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh Vikram Doraiswami at Rail Bhawan in Dhaka.
The Bogura-Sirajgnaj Dual Gauge Link will provide a shorter route between the Western and Northern
parts of Bangladesh and the Eastern and Southern parts of the country, via the capital city, Dhaka.
This new route will reduce the rail distance by about 112 kilometres saving travel time of about 3 hours
from Dhaka to the northern districts.

Important Days
11. World Tourism Day-27th September
•

•

•

•

World Tourism Day is being celebrated on 27th september with
a view to create awareness regarding its roles on social-cultural,
political and economic values globally.
Tourism Ministry will launch National Integrated Database of
Hospitality Industry, NIDHI 2.0 and India Tourism Statistics - At a
Glance, 2021.
This year the theme of World Tourism Day is ‘Tourism for Inclusive
Growth’. It aims to help people associated with the tourism sector in
every possible way.
Ministry of Tourism,Culture and DoNER- G. Kishan Reddy

12. World Rabies Day: 28 September
•
•
•
•

World Rabies Day is celebrated annually on 28th September to raise awareness
about the impact of rabies on humans and animals.
2021 is the 15th edition of World Rabies Day
Provide information and advice on how to prevent the disease and take
efforts to control rabies.
The theme for the WRD in 2021 is ‘Rabies: Facts, not Fear’.
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•
•
•

The day also marks the death anniversary of the French chemist and microbiologist, Louis Pasteur’, he
developed the first rabies vaccine.
Global Alliance for Rabies Control Founded: 2007
Global Alliance for Rabies Control Headquarters: Manhattan, Kansas, United States.

Sports News
13. England all-rounder Moeen Ali decides to retire from Test Cricket

•
•
•

England all-rounder Moeen Ali has decided to retire from Test Cricket. This was stated in a release
today by the England and Wales Cricket Board.
The 34-year-old said that he is happy and content with what he had achieved in the longest format of
the game.
Moeen Ali has represented England in 64 Tests, scoring 2,914 runs at an average of 28.29. The lefthanded batsman has five centuries and 14 half-centuries in the longest format.

Banking News
14. HDFC Bank most outstanding company in India: Asiamoney 2021 Poll.
•
•

No. 1 Among Banks in India for 4th year in a row HDFC Bank Ltd. has been voted ‘Overall Most
Outstanding Company in India,’ in a poll conducted by reputed publication Asiamoney.
The poll, known as Asia’s Outstanding Companies Poll, is designed to acknowledge listed companies that
have excelled in areas such as financial performance, management team excellence, investor relations,
and CSR initiatives.
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•
•
•

Headquarters of HDFC Bank- Mumbai, Maharashtra
MD and CEO of HDFC Bank-Sashidhar Jagdishan
The tagline of HDFC Bank: We understand your world.

15. RBI fixes minimum ticket size to issue securitisation notes

•
•

•
•

The Reserve Bank of India has issued guidelines regarding the Securitisation of Standard Assets. As per
the guidelines, the minimum ticket size for the issuance of securitization notes will be Rs. 1 crore.
Securitisation involves transactions where credit risk in assets are redistributed by repackaging them
into tradable securities with different risk profiles which may give investors of various classes access to
exposures which they otherwise might be unable to access directly.
For underlying loans with an original maturity of 24 months or less, the MRR(Minimum Retention
Requirement) shall be 5% of the book value of the loans being securitised.
For underlying loans with an original maturity of more than 24 months as well as loans with bullet
repayments, the MRR shall be 10% of the book value of the loan By Sameer singhal
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. PM Narendra Modi launches 35 crop varieties to tackle climate change
and malnutrition

•
•
•
•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated 35 crop varieties with special traits through video conference
to the nation.
He also dedicated the newly constructed campus of the National Institute of Biotic Stress Management
Raipur to the nation.
35 varieties include a drought tolerant variety of chickpea, wilt and sterility mosaic resistant pigeonpea,
early maturing variety of soybean, disease resistant varieties of rice and biofortified varieties of wheat
He informed that 11 crore Soil Health Cards were issued for the protection of the land.
Soil Health Card-is a scheme launched by the Government of India on 19 February 2015.
Under the scheme, the government will provide crop-wise recommendations of nutrients and fertilisers
required for the individual farms to help farmers to improve productivity through judicious use of
inputs.

2. Agriculture Minister N S Tomar launches Amul Honey
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•
•
•
•

Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar today launched ‘Amul Honey- a product of Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd. under active cooperation with ‘National Bee Board’.
Mr Tomar emphasized the importance of National Beekeeping and Honey Mission in increasing the
income of small farmers.
The Mission is being implemented in the country for doubling income of farmers and beekeepers
through beekeeping with the budgetary allocation of 500 crores rupees.
‘National Bee Board’-The committee was set up to identify ways of advancing beekeeping in India

3. Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh launches AmritGrand Challenge
Program titled “tuCARE”

•

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh today launched the “AmritGrand Challenge Program” titled

•

“tuCARE” to identify 75 Start-Up Innovations in Telemedicine, Digital Health, mHealth with BIG
Data, AI, Block Chain and other technologies.
75 Best Chosen Startups will be an asset for India to lead the country in the next 25 years, during the
celebrations of Centenary of India’s Independence.
MOS(IC) DoNER- Dr. Jitendra singh (MP, Lok Sabha, Udhampur, J&K)

•

4. International Day for Universal Access of Information will be observed
on Sep 28
•

•

•

The torrential flow of information is the result of the
dominant paradigm considering the availability of abundant
information assign of development. As a result, the common
perspective, and rightly so, is that information is power.
The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) realized the phenomenon induced
by information, and on 17 November 2015.
The theme chosen for the 2021 IDUAI is “The Right to Know
– Building Back Better with Access to Information.”
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Banking News
5. Cryptotech industry can add $184B of economic value in India by 2030:
NASSCOM report

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

A report by the National Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM), in association
with Indian crypto exchange WazirX, today revealed that the cryptotech market in India has the
potential to create an economic value addition of $184 billion by 2030 in the form of investments and
cost savings.
The report, titled ‘Crypto Industry in India’, also stated the Indian crypto market could generate over
eight lakh jobs by 2030.
It added the global cryptotech industry is estimated to cross $1.6 billion by 2021, and $2.3 billion by
2026.
Debjani Ghosh, President, NASSCOM
National Association of Software and Service Companies (NASSCOM) estb. In 1988
Chairman of NASSCOM- Rekha M. Mennon
H.Q.- Noida, UP

6. Icra revises up India’s fiscal 2022 GDP growth forecast to 9%
•

•

•
•
•

Ratings agency Icra on Monday revised up its 2021-22
real GDP growth estimate for India to 9 per cent from
the earlier 8.5 per cent.
It can be noted that after the 7.3 per cent contraction
in 2020-21, there were expectations of a higher growth
number in 2021-22.
ICRA is Gurgaon based credit rating agency, owned by
Moody’s Corporation.
ICRA Founded: 16 January 1991
ICRA CEO: N. Sivaraman.
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7. Sojat Mehndi and Judima rice wine gets GI tag

•
•
•

Assam’s rice wine Judima and Rajasthan’s Sojat Mehndi (Henna) have been awarded the geographical
indication (GI) tag.
The colours of Rajasthan’s renowned Sojat Mehndi will now be beautifying the world as it is the first in
the world to get the GI (Geographical Indication) tag.
The GI tag is covered under the law of the World Trade Organisation (WTO).

8. MCA extends the tenure of Company Law Committee by 1 year

•
•

•
•

The tenure of the panel, which was set up by the corporate affairs ministry in September 2019, was
extended last year also.
The committee has the mandate for examining and making recommendations to the government on
various issues related to implementation of the Companies Act and the Limited Liability Partnership
Act.
Currently, the 11-member committee is chaired by Corporate Affairs Secretary Rajesh Verma.
Minister of Corporate Affairs: Nirmala Sitharaman.
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Important Days
9. World Heart Day- September 29

•
•
•
•
•
•

The day which is celebrated annually creates awareness of Cardiovascular Disease (CVD) including
heart disease & stroke and highlights the preventive and control measures.
World Health Day was first founded in 1999 with the World Heart Federation (WHF) collaborating
with the World Health Organisation (WHO).
This year, the theme of World Heart Day is “Use Heart to Connect”.
World Heart Federation Headquarters location: Geneva, Switzerland.
World Heart Federation Chairman: Rajeev Gupta
World Heart Federation Founded: 2000

10. International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste
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•
•
•

International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste is celebrated on September 29, since 2020, to
promote and implement global efforts to resolve the issue of food wastage.
29th September Designated by UNGA as International Day of In 2019, the 74th United Nations General
Assembly designated 29 September as the International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste
The theme for 2021 is Stop food loss and waste. For the people. For the planet. The main objective of this
day is to take steps towards responsible consumption and production as well as zero hunger

Books and Authors
11. “The Battle of Rezang La” written by Kulpreet Yadav

•

•

A new book has titled “The Battle of Rezang La” written by Kulpreet Yadav. A new book tells the story
of 110 Indian soldiers who put up a valiant fight against the 5,000-strong Chinese military troops in the
1962 Indo-China war, preventing a possible occupation of the entire Ladakh region.
The Battle of Rezang La”, published under Penguin Random House’s “Veer” imprint, is written by exnaval officer and author Kulpreet Yadav.

Appointments
12. Aveek Sarkar re-elected as Press Trust of India Chairman
•

•

•
•

Aveek Sarkar, the Editor Emeritus and Vice Chairman of the Ananda
Bazar Group of Publications, has been elected Chairman of Press Trust
of India, the country’s premier news agency.
The Press Trust of India Ltd., commonly known as PTI, is the largest
news agency in India. It is headquartered in New Delhi and is a
nonprofit cooperative among more than 500 Indian newspapers.
Aveek Sarkar (Chairman)
Vijay Joshi (Editor-in-Chief)
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. Modi govt starts work to develop ‘Parshuram Kund’ in Arunachal pradesh

•
•

•

•
•

The Modi government has started work for the development of ‘Parshuram Kund’, a Hindu pilgrimage
site on the Brahmputra plateau in the lower reaches of the Lohit river in Arunachal Pradesh.
The project costing Rs 37.88 crore was sanctioned under the Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual,
Heritage Augmentation Drive’ (PRASHAD) Scheme of the Ministry of Tourism, said a senior officer of
the Tourism Minister
The ‘National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive’
(PRASHAD) is a Central Sector Scheme launched in 2014-15 with complete financial assistance by the
Government of India.
Arunachal pradesh CM- Pema Khandu
Arunachal Pradesh Governor- B. D. Mishra

2. Lok Sabha Speaker Launches ‘NIDHI 2.0’ scheme of Ministry of Tourism

20

www.plutusacademy.com

•

•
•

The Speaker of Lok Sabha, Shri Om Birla inaugurated the NIDHI 2.0 (National Integrated Database of
Hospitality Industry) scheme, during an event organised by Ministry of Tourism, on the occasion of
2021 World Tourism Day on September 27, 2021.
The NIDHI scheme was launched by the Ministry of Tourism to facilitate digitalization of tourism
sector and promote ease of doing business for hospitality & tourism sector
Ministry of Tourism and DoNER- G. Kishan Reddy(MP, Lok Sabha, Secundrabad)

3. Toll Free Helpline for elderly persons ELDERLINE (14567) becomes
operational in several states

•
•
•
•

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has launched India’s first Pan-India helpline for senior
citizens named ‘Elder Line’ for which the toll-free number is 14567.
The platform will allow senior citizens to connect and share their concerns, get information and
guidance on problems that they face on a day-to-day basis.
Tata Trusts and NSE Foundation are the technical partners for “Elder Line”.
Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment- Dr. Virendra Kumar Khatik(MP, Lok sabha, Tikamgarh,
Madhya Pradesh)

Appointment News
4. Actor Ranveer Singh Named NBA Brand Ambassador For India
•
•

The National Basketball Association (NBA) has named Bollywood actor Ranveer Singh as its brand
ambassador for India.
He will work with the NBA to help grow the league’s profile in India throughout its landmark 75th
anniversary season in 2021-22.
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•

•

The NBA is a global sports and media business built around four professional sports leagues: the
National Basketball Association, Women’s National Basketball Association, the NBA G League and the
NBA 2K League.
NBA Head Quarter- New York, USA

5. CavinKare CMD CK Ranganathan takes
over as AIMA President
•

•

•

CavinKare Chairman & Managing Director C K
Ranganathan has been appointed as President of All India
Management Association (AIMA) for a period of one year.
AIMA is the national apex body of the management
profession in India. It works closely with industry,
government, academia and students to further the cause
of the management profession in India.
He takes over from Harsh Pati Singhania, vice chairman &
managing director, JK Paper Ltd.

Awards
6. Jeel Albena Association working for displaced people in Yemen wins
UNHCR award
•

The organisation named “Jeel Albena Association for Humanitarian Development”, founded in 2017 by
Ameen Jubran has won the prestigious honour to support and provide a lifeline to tens of thousands of
Yemenis people displaced by the country’s conflict.
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•

The UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award honours individuals, groups or organizations for going above and
beyond the call of duty to protect refugees, other displaced and stateless people.

Defence News
7. Government increases the income limit of disabled dependents for family
pension
•

•

•

Ministry of Defence, Government of India has taken a decision
to enhance the income criteria for grant of family pension to
children/siblings suffering from mental or physical disability.
The child/sibling will be eligible for family pension for life
if his/her overall income from sources other than a family
pension is less than 30% of the last pay drawn by the deceased
government servant/pensioner concerned plus the dearness
relief admissible thereon.
The financial benefit in such cases will accrue with effect from
08 February 2021.

Banking News
8. RBI imposes 2 cr penalty on RBL Bank for deficiencies in regulatory
compliance
•
•
•
•

The Reserve Bank on Monday imposed a penalty of Rs 2 crore on private lender RBL Bank for deficiencies
in regulatory compliances and non-compliance of the provisions of the Banking Regulation Act.
RBI said the penalty has been imposed in exercise of powers vested in it under the provisions of section
47 A (1) (c) read with section 46 (4) (i) of the Act
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) also fined the Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) State Co-operative Bank,
Srinagar with an Rs 11 lakh penalty for inadequacy in regulatory adherence.
RBL Bank Founded- August 1943
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•
•

RBL Bank Headquarters- Mumbai;
RBL Bank MD & CEO- Vishwavir Ahuja

Important Days
9. World Maritime Day 2021
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) observes
World Maritime Day every year. Individual governments
determine the precise day, although it is normally observed
during the final week of September, usually on the last
Thursday of the month.
This year, the day will be marked on September 30.
The theme of World Maritime Day 2021 is “Seafarers at the
core of shipping’s future”.
During World Maritime Day, public attention is drawn to
maritime safety and the marine environment, as well as
IMO initiatives in a particular area.
International Maritime Organization Secretary-General
Kitack Lim
International Maritime Organization Founded- 17 March 1948.
International Maritime Organization Headquarters location: London, United Kingdom

10. International Translation Day- 30 September
•

Thus, on 24 May 2017, the General Assembly adopted resolution 71/288 on the role of language
professionals in connecting nations and fostering peace, understanding and development, and declared
30 September as International Translation Day.
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•

•

International Translation Day is meant as an opportunity to pay tribute to the work of language
professionals, which plays an important role in bringing nations together, facilitating dialogue,
understanding and cooperation
30 September celebrates the feast of St. Jerome, the Bible translator, who is considered the patron saint
of translators.

International News
11. Sri Lanka bans import of organic fertilisers manufactured in China
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Sri Lanka has banned the import of
organic fertilisers manufactured in
China after state agriculture authorities
detected harmful bacteria in them for
the second time.
Director-General
of
Agriculture
Ajantha De Silva urged the government
to cancel the fertiliser contract with
China and insisted that he would never
allow organic fertiliser with harmful
bacteria to enter the country.
Agriculture experts warned that
China’s organic fertiliser importation
would create an agricultural disaster in the island nation.
President- Gotabaya Rajapaksa
Prime Minister- Mahinda Rajapaksa
Capital-Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte (legislative),
Capital- Colombo (executive and judicial)
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12. Japan: Fumio Kishida wins governing party leadership election, set to be
next PM

•
•
•
•
•
•

Japan’s former Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida has won the governing party leadership election and is
set to be the next prime minister.
Kishida replaces outgoing party leader Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, who is stepping down after
serving only one year since taking office last September.
Kishida beat Taro Kono, the vaccinations minister, in a runoff after moving ahead of two female
candidates Sanae Takaichi and Seiko Noda in the first round.
Capital and largest city- Tokyo
Emperor- Naruhito
Prime Minister- Yoshihide Suga
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. PM Modi chairs 38th PRAGATI Meeting
•

•

•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today chaired the 38th
PRAGATI meeting, the ICT based multi-modal platform
for Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation,
involving Centre and State governments.
In the meeting, eight projects were reviewed. Four of these
projects were from the Ministry of Railways, two from the
Ministry of Power and one each from Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways and Ministry of Civil Aviation.
Banking News
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Banking News
2. Indian Overseas Bank shares jump 20% as RBI removes it from PCA
framework

•

•
•
•
•

The Reserve Bank on September 29 removed Indian Overseas Bank from the Prompt Corrective Action
Framework (PCAF), following improvement in various parameters and a written commitment that the
state-owned lender will comply with the minimum capital norms.
On a review of the performance of the IOB, the Board for Financial Supervision on the basis of the
published financial results for 2020-21, found that the bank was not in breach of the PCA parameter
Indian Overseas Bank Founded: 10 February 1939.
Indian Overseas Bank CEO: Partha Pratim Sengupta
Indian Overseas Bank Headquarters: Chennai

3. IFSCA constitutes panel for development of sustainable finance hub
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•

•
•

The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) set up an expert panel headed by
former Environment and Forest Secretary C K Mishra to suggest a framework to develop a world-class
sustainable finance hub at IFSC.
The committee consists of a total of 10 members including the chairperson and the member secretary.
IFSCA was established by the Ministry of Finance on April 27 2020, as a unified regulator of all financial
products, financial services, and financial institutions in the International Financial Services Centres
(IFSCs) in India. It has its headquarter at GIFT city in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

Index and Ranks
4. Mukesh Ambani tops Hurun Rich list 2021, spotlight on Gautam Adani’s
261% wealth growth

•

•
•
•

Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) Chairman Mukesh Ambani continues to be India’s richest man for
the 10th straight year with a net worth of Rs 7,18,000 crore, according to the IIFL Wealth Hurun India
Rich List 2021.
Mukesh Ambani’s daily wealth creation increased to Rs 163 crore from 2020 due to sharp growth in
digital business during the pandemic.
The Hurun India Rich list 2021 has named the richest individuals in the country with a wealth of Rs
1,000 crore or more as on September 15, 2021.
The Hurun India Rich List 2021, features as many as 1,007 individuals across 119 cities with a net worth
of Rs 1,000 crore. As per the report, India has 237 billionaires, up 58 compared to last year.

Important Days
5. World Vegetarian Day: 01 October
•

The World Vegetarian Day was established by the North American Vegetarian Society (NAVS) in 1977
and was further endorsed by the International Vegetarian Union in 1978.
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•
•
•
•

October 1 is set as the official date to commemorate World Vegetarian Day according to NAVS
The full week between October 1–7 is observed as the International Vegetarian Week (IVW).
Vegetarianism was frequently referred to as a Pythagorean Diet, before the popularization of the term
‘vegetarian’ in the mid-1800s.
Ancient Greek philosopher and mathematician Pythagoras was an early advocate for the diet hence, it
was named

6. International Coffee Day: 01 October

•
•
•
•

International Coffee Day is celebrated on October 1 all over the day with the intention of identifying the
plight of the farmers of coffee beans and expressing our love for the aromatic drink.
First initiated in Japan, it was officially declared as International Coffee Day in 2015.
The day also promotes fair trade of coffee across the world and appreciates the farmers for the length
they go to for producing the beans.
International Coffee Organisation, set up in 1963 in London
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7. International Day of Older Persons

•
•
•
•

International Day of Older Persons, celebrated on October 1 each year, creates awareness about mental
and physical health issues affecting the elderly and the abuses they face.
The event also highlights their contributions to our society.
The theme of International Day of Older Persons 2021: Digital Equity for All Ages.
On 14 December 1990, the United Nations General Assembly designated October 1 as the International
Day of Older Persons (resolution 45/106).

Sports News
8. Indian hockey star Rupinder Pal Singh announces retirement
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•
•

India hockey player Rupinder Pal Singh has decided to hang his boots and make way for the young
brigade. Having been a part of India’s historic journey to a bronze medal in the Tokyo Olympics
The 30-year-old Rupinder represented the Indian hockey team in 223 matches in his 13 years hockey
career. Rupinder was part of the Indian hockey team that won the bronze medal in the 2020 Summer
Tokyo Olympics, held in July – August 2021.

9. Padmaja Chunduru appointed MD, CEO of National Securities Depositories

•
•
•

Padmaja Chunduru has been appointed managing director and chief executive officer (MD & CEO) of
National Securities Depositories (NSDL).
Her appointment has been ratified by the shareholders of NSDL at its meeting held on September 29
GV Nageswara Rao was the previous MD & CEO of NSDL. Chunduru has served as MD & CEO of
Indian Bank between September 2018 and August 2021
By Sameer Singhal
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