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National News
1. FM Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurates DRI’s 64th Founding Day celebrations

•
•
•
•

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today congratulated the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence and
its officers on their performance and commendable service, especially during the pandemic.
The apex anti-smuggling intelligence and investigation agency functioning under the aegis of the
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs celebrated its 64th Founding Day in New Delhi.
The Finance Minister also lauded DRI’s compact strength of about 800 officers for their relentless efforts
despite the imminent risks.
She also expressed her respect and condolences to the brave hearts of DRI who lost their lives during
the pandemic.
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2. National Blockchain Strategy

•

•
•
•
•
•

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology on Friday released a “National strategy on
blockchain”, which identifies 44 potential areas of using the technology and lays out the broad contours
of how it can be leveraged across different sectors.
It aims to provide trusted digital platform for providing e – governance services using blockchain
technology.
It involves human resource development, collaboration, regulatory framework, technology stack,
standards development.
It seeks the union government to develop state – specific block chain applications.
The National Blockchain Strategy has kept crypto currency out of the ambit of its framework.
However, the Government of India had listed a bill called “The Cryptocurrency and Regulation of
Official Digital Currency Bill, 2021”. The bill provides a framework for the creation of official digital
currency. Also, the RBI is to create digital money.

3. Third round of India-UAE free-trade pact talks in Delhi from Dec 6-10
•
•
•
•
•
•

India and UAE launched the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement in September 2021.
The countries are to hold the third round of negotiations.
CEPA is an economic deal signed between India and UAE in 2017.
It is a free trade pact.
It covers negotiation on trade and services, investment and other economic partnerships.
It also includes competition, cooperation and Intellectual Property Rights.
It also looks in to the regulatory aspects of trade between the countries.
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•

As of March 2021, UAE is the third largest investor in India. The Indian companies have invested 85
billion USD in UAE. The major imports to India from UAE are petroleum products, stones, jewellery,
gems. The major exports are minerals, precious metals, gems. With CEPA, the bilateral trade is to
increase to 100 billion USD within 5 years.

Important Days
4. Mahaparinirvana Divas: December 6
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The death anniversary of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar, which falls on December 6, is dubbed as
Mahaparinirvana Divas.
On this day each year, millions of people throng to Dr Ambedkar’s Samadhi in Mumbai, which is called
Chaitya bhoomi to pay respect to the father of Indian Constitution.
This year, due to the on-going pandemic, the Maharashtra government has urged people to refrain from
visiting this site and observe the day staying home.
Dr Ambedkar died in a few days after completing his work “The Buddha and his Dhamma”. Also, he
converted to Buddhism after studying the religion for years together.
He converted to Buddhism on October 14, 1956 in Nagpur along with five lakh supporters.
Mahaparinirvan is one of the major goals of Buddhism. It means ‘’Nirvana after death”. Parinirvan is
written as Parinibbana in Pali. Pali language is native to Indian continent.
The Buddhist text “Mahaparinibbana Sutta” considers the death of Lord Buddha at the age of 80 as the
original Mahaparinirvan.

5. World Soil Day: December 5

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Every year, the World Soil Day is celebrated on December 5.
The day is celebrated by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) operating under the United
Nations and also by several other international organizations.
This year, the World Soil Day is celebrated under the theme
Theme: Halt soil salinization, enhance soil production
This signifies the fact that the food security depends on the health of the soil.
The International Union of Soil Sciences recommended to celebrate World Soil Day on December 5.
Under the leadership of Thailand, the FAO supported the formal establishment of World Soil Day.
The decision to celebrate the day was made under the Global Soil Partnership. The first World Soil Day
was celebrated in 2014.
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6. International Day of Banks: 04 December

•
•
•

•

International Day of Banks is celebrated on December 4 to recognise the importance of multilateral and
international development banks in financing sustainable developments.
United Nations also observes the day in recognition of the vital role of banking systems in Member State
in contributing to the improvement of the standard of living.
The day is celebrated to the recognition of the significant potential of multilateral development banks
and other international development banks in financing sustainable development and providing knowhow, and also in recognition of the vital role of the banking systems in the Member States in contributing
to the improvement of the standard of living.
In 2019, the United Nations General Assembly designated December 4 as the International Day of
Banks. It is celebrated for the first time in 2020.

Defence News
7. GRSE launches sandhayak the ‘First Of Class’ Indigenous Survey Vessel
•

•
•
•

Upholding the maritime traditions, the ship was named “Sandhayak” and “Launched” by Smt Pushpa
Bhatt, wife of Shri Ajay Bhatt, Hon’ble Raksha Rajya Mantri, who graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest.
The ‘Launch’ symbolizes the “birth” of the ship as she makes her first contact with water and is floated
out for from her building berth.
The ceremony was conducted in true maritime traditions with the application of vermillion, breaking
of coconut on the ship’s bow and chanting of vedic mantras.
The ships are fully designed by the Design team of GRSE to meet the requirements of the Indian Navy
and are being built & outfitted utilising the concepts of ‘Integrated Construction’ and in compliance
with applicable provisions and regulations of the Classification Society (IRS).
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8. Joint military exercise between India and Maldives to begin today at
Kadhdhoo Island

•
•

The 11th edition of Exercise EKUVERIN between India and Maldives will be conducted at Kadhdhoo
Island, Maldives from today. It will conclude on 19th of this month.
The exercise will enhance synergy and inter-operability between Armed Forces of both the nations in
terms of understanding transnational terrorism both on land and at sea, conducting Counter-Terrorism
and Counter-Insurgency Operations and sharing best military practices and experiences.
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•
•

Besides rigorous training, the joint military excercise will also include cultural and sports activities to
enhance defence cooperation and bilateral relations.
Defence Ministry said, the exercise will go a long way in strengthening India’s relations with Maldives
amidst emerging security dynamics in the Indian Ocean Region.

Obituary News
9. Veteran journalist Vinod Dua passes away at 67

•
•

•

Veteran journalist Vinod Dua passed away today. He was 67.
His daughter Dua confirmed it on a social media post. Vinod Dua, one of the pioneers in Hindi broadcast
journalism, worked with Doordarshan to present youth programme Yuva Manch in the mid-’70s and
later with several other television news channels.
He was awarded Padma Shri in 2008.

Sports News
10. Argentina beat Germany, 4-2 to lift Men’s Junior Hockey World Cup in
Bhubaneswar
•
•
•
•

Argentina lifted the coveted trophy of the Junior Men’s Hockey World Cup after defeating Germany, 4-2
in the Summit Clash in Bhubaneswar last night.
Argentina’s forward Lautaro Domene made all the difference in the match with his hat-trick and then
in the last minute Agostini sealed the championship trophy with his brilliant goal.
For Germany, Hayner and Phandt scored a goal each, but that was not enough to stop Argentina to win
the final.
Earlier in the day, India suffered a 1-3 defeat against France in the bronze medal match.
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11. Davis Cup 2021: Won by Russian Federation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Davis Cup 2021 was won by Russian Tennis Federation. The Davis Cup finals was held between
Daniil Medvedev and Andrey Rublev of Russia.
And Daniit Medvedev won the match bringing victory to the Russian Tennis Federation. Andrey Rublev
was named the Most Valuable Player.
The Davis Cup is also called the World Cup of Tennis. It is an international team event in men’s tennis.
The women’s equivalent of Davis Cup is Billie Jean King Cup.
It is conducted by the International Tennis Federation.
It was first held in 1900 as a challenge between US and Britain. By 2016, there were 135 countries
participating in the competition.
The most successful countries of Davis cup are USA, Australia, New Zealand. USA has so far won the
Davis Title 32 times, Australia has won for 28 times.
The Davis Cup is held in hard courts. The other types are grass courts, clay courts and artificial grass
courts.
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Banking News
12. ADB approves $500-million loan to improve quality of school education

•
•

•
•

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $500-million loan to India to help improve the
quality of school education and to mitigate the impact of the Covid-19 on students’ learning.
The loan supports the Integrated Scheme for School Education (Samagra Shiksha) and the new Exemplar
School Initiative of the Ministry of Education (MOE) to improve education quality by focusing on
inclusive and equitable learning outcomes.
About 1,800 government schools will be transformed into exemplar schools in Assam, Gujarat,
Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu, and Uttarakhand.
Exemplar schools will demonstrate quality learning environments and effective learning, which will
become a model for replication in other government schools across the country

13. SBI listed USD 650-million Green Bonds on India INX and LuxSE
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•
•
•
•
•

State Bank of India (SBI) listed its USD 650-million green bonds simultaneously on the India
International Exchange (India INX) and the Luxembourg Stock Exchange (LuxSE).
This dual listing is in line with 2021’s topic of the World Investor Week (WIW), ‘sustainable finance’, as
indicated by the regulatory body International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA).
India INX has now emerged as the leading bond listing venue with over $33 billion.
India INX Founded: 2017
India INX Headquarters: Gandhinagar, Gujarat

International News
14. Cambridge Dictionary names ‘perseverance’ Word of the Year 2021

•
•
•
•

Perseverance, a word that captures the undaunted will of people across the world to never give up,
despite the many challenges of the last 12 months, is Cambridge Dictionary’s Word of the Year 2021.
Perseverance has been looked up more than 243,000 times on the website in 2021, the first time it has
made a noticeable appearance.
NASA’s Perseverance Rover made its final descent to Mars on 18 February.
Perseverance in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving success.
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. 21st India-Russia Annual Summit in New Delhi; two countries sign record
28 agreements

•

•

•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin discussed regional and global
developments, including the post-pandemic global economic recovery, and the situation in Afghanistan
at the India - Russia Annual Summit held in Delhi.
In his opening remarks at the Summit, Prime Minister Modi said the pace of relations between India and
Russia has not changed despite the challenges posed by Covid and the Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership has been continuously strengthening.
He added that the fight against Covid has also seen excellent cooperation between the two countries,
whether it be vaccine trials and production, humanitarian assistance, or repatriation of citizens.
The two leaders expressed satisfaction at the sustained progress in the ‘Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership’ between both countries despite the challenges posed by the Covid pandemic. They
welcomed the holding of the first meeting of the 2 plus 2 Dialogue of Foreign and Defence Ministers and
the meeting of the Inter-Governmental Commission on Military and Military-Technical Cooperation

2. Jharkhand CM launched ‘Hamar Apan Budget’ Web Portal
•

•
•
•

Jharkhand Chief Minister, Hemant Soren has launched a web portal named ‘Hamar Apan Budget’ and a
mobile application prepared by the state finance Department from the Chief Minister’s residential office
in Ranchi.
Through this portal, the general public of the state can share their suggestions for the 2022-23 budget.
Chief Minister of Jharkhand was Hemant Soren.
Governor was Shrimati Droupadi Murmu.
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3. Amitabh Kant launches Genesys International’s digital twin platform

•
•

•
•

The launch programme was inaugurated by Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog.
The creation of this very accurate 3D data will mean a host of applications would open up in highdefinition mapping, which was hitherto not possible, for smart cars, e-commerce, logistics, gaming,
utilities planning for next generation networks in telecom, renewable energy and in disaster management
and emergency response.
Genesys has a constellation of advanced sensors in India, consisting of aerial mobile and terrestrial
systems capable of imaging at very high speeds and resolution.
Genesys has also filed for patents in unique Geocoding for addressing 3D data as well as automated
capture of features from 3D Street map imagery.
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Important Days
4. Home Guards celebrates its 75th Raising Day

•

•
•

•

Directorate General Home Guards (DGHG) today celebrated its 75th Raising Day in New Delhi. On this
occasion, a ceremonial Parade consisting of Six platoons of Marching Contingents with Two platoons
of Band was organized.
DGHG IPS Sandeep Goel reviewed the parade. He lauded the efforts of Home Guards for their selfless
dedicated services with Delhi Police, Delhi Transport Corporation and other departments.
Mr. Goel said, the department are helding various professional courses related to Disaster Management
at Central Training Institute of DGHG to sharpen the professional skills of Home Guards and Civil
Defence Volunteers.
He said, Environmental Marshal Training is being conducted for Home Guards to contribute in fight
against pollution in Delhi, and so far three thousand 756 Volunteers have been trained.

5. International Civil Aviation Day : 7 December
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•
•
•
•

International Civil Aviation Day is an annual UN observation day held on December 7 in order to
recognize the socio-economic and development importance of aviation and international air travel.
Additionally, it acknowledges the unique role played by the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) in providing global aviation safety, efficiency, and uniformity.
ICAO has been in existence for 75 years, and it currently carries over four billion passengers every year.
The day was first observed in 1994 as part of ICAO’s 50th anniversary. However, it was on December
7, 1996 that International Civil Aviation Day was formally established by the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA).

6. National Armed Forces Flag Day 7th December

•
•
•
•

Every year on December 7, the Armed Forces Flag Day or Flag Day of India is marked throughout the
nation.
The day has been observed across the country to honour the martyrs and soldiers in uniform who have
heroically fought and continue to fight on our borders to protect thecountry’s honour.
We must not forget that numerous troops of the Armed Forces have died in the service of the country.
The Armed Forces Flag Day, also termed India’s Flag Day, is dedicated to raising contributions from
Indian citizens for the welfare of Indian Armed Forces troops.
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Appointments
7. Alka Upadhyaya appointed chairperson of National Highways Authority
of India

•
•
•

AS PART of a major bureaucratic reshuffle, the Centre has appointed Alka Upadhyaya as chairperson of
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI).
A 1990-batch IAS officer of Madhya Pradesh cadre, Upadhyaya is currently Additional Secretary,
Department of Rural Development.
Sanjay Bandopadhyay, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, has been
named chairman Inland Waterways Authority of India, a Personnel Ministry.

8. Ravindra Jadeja ropes as Brand Ambassador of Kinara Capital
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•

•
•

Kinara Capital, an innovative fast-growing fintech serving India’s MSMEs, today announced that it has
signed the Indian cricket team’s shining star, Ravindra Jadeja, as its official brand ambassador on the
occasion of the company’s 10th anniversary.
Till date, Kinara Capital has disbursed 70,000 collateral-free loans.
With this partnership, Kinara aims to boost its outreach in financing the MSME sector in the country.

Banking News
9. IDFC FIRST Bank debuts India’s first standalone metal debit card

•
•
•
•
•
•

IDFC FIRST Bank today announced the launch of FIRST Private Infinite, the country’s first-ever
standalone metal debit card, in partnership with Visa, the global leader in digital payments.
Amit Kumar, Head - Retail Liabilities, IDFC FIRST Bank
The Bank’s digital wealth management solutions are available to customers on the mobile app and net
banking platform which offer unique features such as a ‘Consolidated Investment Dashboard’.
IDFC FIRST Bank CEO: V. Vaidyanathan
IDFC FIRST Bank Headquarters: Mumbai
IDFC FIRST Bank Founded: October 2015.

Sports News
10. New Zealand’s Ajaz Patel 3rd Bowler to take 10 Wickets in an Innings
•
•
•

Ajaz Patel becomes just the third bowler in the history of men’s Test cricket to take all 10 wickets in an
innings (Jim Laker in 1956 and Anil Kumble in 1999).
Resuming on 221 for four, the hosts were bowled out for 325 runs. The Mumbai-born Ajaz took all the
wickets and returned with an impressive return of 10-119.
In his first over of the day the 33-year-old Patel, whose family immigrated to New Zealand in 1996,
dismissed Wriddhiman Saha leg before wicket for 27 to complete his third five-wicket haul in an innings
in tests.
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International News
11. US announces diplomatic boycott of 2022 Winter Olympics in China

•
•

•

The US has announced a diplomatic boycott of the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, China.
The White House said no official delegation will be sent to the games because of concerns about China’s
human rights record. But it said US athletes can attend the games and will have the government’s full
support.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki said, US diplomatic representation will treat these games as
business as usual in the face of Beijing’s egregious human rights abuses and atrocities in Xinjiang.
By Sameer Singhal
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Banking News
1. RBI Keeps Repo and Reverse rate unchanged, accommodative stance to
continue

•

•
•

The Reserve Bank of India today maintained status quo in key policy rates as the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) voted unanimously to keep the policy repo rate at four percent to keep the stance
accommodative.
While announcing the Bi-monthly Policy, RBI Governor Shaktikant Das said, Marginal Standing
Facility (MSF) rate and bank rate will remain unchanged at 4.25 percent.
Reverse repo rate will also remain unchanged at 3.35 percent. He said, recent reductions in Excise Duty
& State VAT on petrol and diesel should support consumption demand by increasing purchasing power.

2. PNB observes “International Day of Persons with Disabilities”
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•

•
•

•
•
•

Punjab National Bank (PNB) launched the PNB Pride-CRMD module tool, an android-based application
for differently-abled employees to monitor and effectively follow up with the special mention account
(SMA) borrowers.
The Pride-CRMD module has built-in TalkBack software that allows the visually impaired to access the
system freely and to interact with customers by tapping on their phones.
The app aims to promote the rights and well-being of persons with disabilities, it said, adding that
the platform opens new vistas of opportunities for ‘PNB Warriors’ with visual or any other physical
impairment, helping them to make a valuable and tangible contribution.
Punjab National Bank Founded: 1894;
Punjab National Bank Headquarters: New Delhi;
Punjab National Bank Tagline: The Name You Can Bank Upon.

Appointment
3. NASA selects Indian-origin physician Anil Menon as one of astronauts for
future missions

•
•
•
•

Indian-origin physician, Anil Menon has been selected by NASA along with nine others to be astronauts
for future missions, the American space agency has announced.
45 years old Menon, a lieutenant colonel at the US Air Force, was SpaceX’s first flight surgeon, helping
to launch the company’s first humans to space during Nasa’s SpaceX Demo-2 mission.
Menon previously served Nasa as the crew flight surgeon for various expeditions taking astronauts to
the International Space Station.
Earlier, aeronautical engineer Sirisha Bandla in July became the third Indian-origin woman to fly into
space after Kalpana Chawla and Sunita Williams.
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4. Ujjivan SFB appoints Ittira Davis as the new part-time Chairman

•

•
•
•

The Board of Directors of Ujjivan Small Finance Bank appointed Ittira Davis as the MD and CEO of the
bank. Davis has been appointed as the MD and CEO for a period of 3 years from the date of approval of
the RBI or such other period as may be approved by RBI.
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank Headquarters: Bengaluru
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank Founder: Samit Ghosh
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank Founded: 28 December 2004

5. HUL chairman Sanjiv Mehta to take over as FICCI president

•
•
•

Sanjiv Mehta, Chairman and Managing Director of Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL) will be appointed
as Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) President.
Currently, Sanjiv Mehta is also the President of Unilever South Asia and is a member of the ‘Unilever
Leadership Executive’ which is Unilever’s Global Executive Board.
He will be succeeding Uday Shankar, the current President of FICCI.
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•
•
•

The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) is a non-governmental trade
association and advocacy group based in India.
Established in 1927,on the advice of Mahatma Gandhi by Indian businessman Mr. G.D. Birla and
Purshottamdas Thakurdas.
It is headquartered in the national capital New Delhi and has a presence in 12 states in India and 8
countries across the world.

6. OYO appoints former SBI chairman Rajnish Kumar strategic group advisor

•

•

•

Oravel Stays Limited (Oyo) on Thursday appointed State Bank of India’s (SBI’s) former Chairman
Rajnish Kumar strategic group advisor, in an attempt to strengthen its leadership ahead of its stock
market debut.
Kumar, who has spent over 40 years in the financial sector, will play a key role in advising Oyo’s
management on short-term and long-term strategy, regulatory and stakeholder engagement, and
enhancing the brand of the company globally, the firm said.
In Current year he has been appointed as Economic advisor of Andhra pradesh Government,
Independent chairman of HSBC, Chairman OF Hero Motocorp and Bharat pe and also written a
memoir The Custodian of Trust.

Defence News
7. India successfully test-fires Short Range Surface to Air Missile for Navy
•

India successfully test-fired Short Range Surface to Air Missile from integrated test range, Chandipur,
Odisha yesterday. Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO said, the launch was
conducted from a vertical launcher against an electronic target at a very low altitude.
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•

•

Yesterday’s launch of the system was conducted to validate integrated operation of all weapon system
components including the vertical launcher unit with controller and weapon control system required
for future launches of the missile from Indian Naval Ships.
The first trial was conducted on the 22nd of February this year and this is confirmatory trial to prove the
consistent performance of the configuration and integrated operation.

Sports News
8. Commonwealth Weightlifting Championships: Sanket Mahadev Sargar
wins gold medal in Men’s 55 kg snatch category
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•
•
•
•

Sanket Mahadev Sargar yesterday won the gold medal in the Men’s 55kg snatch category at the ongoing
Commonwealth Weightlifting Championships 2021 in Tashkent.
For the top-podium finish, the Indian lifted the weight of 113kg. With this lift, Sargar also created the
new snatch national record.
The Commonwealth Weightlifting Championships 2021 is currently being held concurrently in
Tashkent along with World Weightlifting Championships 2021 from December 7 to 17.
India, being a Commonwealth nation is competing in both.

9. Lewis Hamilton wins inaugural edition of Saudi Arabian GP

•

•
•
•

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton (Britain) won the inaugural edition of the Saudi Arabian Grand Prix
(GP), by surpassing Max Verstappen (Netherlands) in the event held at the 30-kilometre (18.6-mile)
coastal resort area in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
Reema Juffali, has been appointed as an ambassador for the first edition of the Saudi Grand Prix, under
the Formula 1 (F1) World Championship.
Reema Juffali is the 1st Female F1 driver of Saudi Arabia.
She is a 29-year-old driver, who has competed in the British Formula 3 championship 2021.
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International News
10. Germany to get a new Chancellor after 16 years as Olaf Scholz assumes
office.

•
•
•

Germany’s Parliament will officially elect Olaf Scholz today as the country’s next Chancellor, bringing
the curtain down on Angela Merkel’s 16-year reign.
Mr. Scholz led his Social Democrats to victory against Ms. Merkel’s conservative CDU-CSU bloc in
September, as the veteran chancellor prepared to leave politics after four consecutive terms in office.
When Olaf Scholz takes his oath of office today as Germany’s ninth post-war chancellor, there will be
no motorcade bearing him to the Bundestag with flag-waving jubilant crowds cheering him on, nor a
famous local singer belting out the national anthem. It will be a matter-of-fact affair.

Books and Authors
11. 1971: Charge of the Gorkhas and Other Stories by Rachna Bisht Rawat
•
•

1971: Charge of the Gorkhas and Other Stories book by Rachna Bisht Rawat – A new book titled “1971:
Charge of the Gorkhas and Other Stories” has been released and was written by Rachna Bisht Rawat.
The book covers the true stories of the 1971 Indo-Pak war including the story of the flight lieutenant
who went missing after his plane crashed inside Pakistan in the ‘last khukri attack’ in modern military
history.
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By Sameer Singhal

Obituary News
1. CDS Gen Bipin Rawat dies in air crash near Coonoor in Tamil Nadu

•

•

Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat has died in the air crash on Wednesday. Indian Air Force
statement said, General Bipin Rawat, his wife Madhulika Rawat and 11 other persons on board have
died in the unfortunate accident.
An Indian Airforce helicopter Mi 17 V-5 carrying the Chief of Defence Staff Bipin Rawat and thirteen
others crashed in the forest area near Coonoor in the Nilgiris District of Tamil Nadu today.
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•

•

•

•
•

The passengers include Madhulika Rawat, President of Defence Wives Welfare Association,
Brig.L.S.Lidder DA to CDS, Lt.Col. Harjinder Singh SO to CDS and five PSOs. The helicopter was on
its way to the Sulur Airbase.
General Bipin Rawat was an alumnus of National Defence Academy, Defence Services Staff College and
National Defence College. He was commissioned on 16th December in 1978 into the Fifth Battalion of
the Eleventh Gorkha Rifles of the Infantry, the Battalion which was Commanded by his father.
During his distinguished career in the Army, Bipin Rawat commanded an Infantry Battalion along
the Line of Actual Control in the Eastern Sector, a Rashtriya Rifles Sector, an Infantry Division in the
Kashmir Valley and a Corps in the North East.
The General was the Chief of the Army Staff from 31st December 2016 to 31st December 2019.
As a first Chief of Defence Staff Bipin Rawat assumed the charge on 1st January 2020. He was awarded
several gallantry and distinguished service awards during his service in the Army.

2. Top Serum Institute executive director Dr Suresh Jadhav passes away

•
•
•
•
•
•

Dr Suresh Jadhav, one of the top executive directors of Serum Institute of India (SII), passed away late
on Tuesday night at the age of 72.
Jadhav died of renal failure and other allied ailments.
His death was grieved by Dr Cyrus Poonawalla, the Chairman and Managing Director of Serum Institute
of India, who said Jadhav was the international face of SII.
Jadhav passed away at Sahyadri Hospital and is survived by his wife and two children.
Adar Poonawalla, CEO of SII, and other officials visited Jadhav’s residence to pay their last respects.
He played a pivotal role in getting WHO pre-qualifications of several products

3. World’s Oldest Test Cricketer, Eileen Ash passes away
•
•

Eileen Ash was a right-arm seam bowler, who made her Test debut against Australia in 1937 and
represented England in seven Test matches picking up 10 wickets before retiring in 1949.
Ash was active till a very late age and is said to have played Golf regularly until the age of 98.
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•
•

The player was honoured by the ECB and was chosen to ring the bell at Lord’s to commence the 2017
World Cup final which England won over India.
Eileen Ash was given the honour of ringing the bell at Lord’s in the Finals of the 2017 ICC Women’s
World Cup where the host, England have crowned the champions after beating India in a thrilling
Finals.

National News
4. Education Ministry launches mobile app called Bhasha Sangam

•
•
•
•
•

Education Ministry has launched a mobile app called Bhasha Sangam in order to help people acquire
basic conversation ability in languages other than one’s mother tongue to at least 75 lakh people.
This language learning initiative has been taken under Ek Bharat -Shrestha Bharat Programme as part
of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
The App has more than 100 sentences of common usage, both in text and audio format, in 22 Indian
languages.
During the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav period, the Ministry aims to teach 100 sentences in an Indian
language other than ones mother tongue to at least 75 lakh people.
In addition, another mobile app for Ek Bharat -Shreshta Bharat quiz has also been launched.
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5. Kazhuveli Wetland declared as 16th Bird Sanctuary of Tamil Nadu

•

•
•
•
•
•

The Kazhuveli wetland situated in Villupuram district of Tamil Nadu has been declared as the 16th Bird
Sanctuary by Surpiya Sahu, Environment and Forest Secretary, at the Minister of Environment Forest
and Climate Change.
The declaration was made under section 18 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
The Kazhuveli wetlands is referred to as the 2nd largest Brackish Water Lake in South India, first is
Pulicat lake.
Tamil Nadu Capital: Chennai
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister: MK Stalin
Tamil Nadu Governor: R.N.Ravi International News

6. UK, Canada and Australia also announce diplomatic boycott of 2022
Beijing Winter Olympics after US
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•
•
•
•
•

United Kingdom, Canada and Australia have joined the US-led diplomatic boycott of the 2022 Winter
Olympics in Beijing over concerns about human rights in China.
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced that no UK government minister will attend the
Winter Olympics. Britain will effectively impose a diplomatic boycott of next year’s games in China.
Prime Minister of Canada Justin Trudeau said, many partners around the world are extremely concerned
by the repeated human rights violations by the Chinese government.
That’s why we are announcing that we will not be sending any diplomatic representation to the Beijing
Olympics, he told reporters.
International Olympic Committee (IOC) chief Thomas Bach.

Defence News
7. Air version of BrahMos supersonic cruise missile test-fired successfully
at Chandipur in Odisha

•
•
•
•

Air version of BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was successfully test-fired from the supersonic fighter
aircraft Sukhoi-30 MK-I from Integrated Test Range, Chandipur off the coast of Odisha today.
In this copy book flight, the missile launched from the aircraft followed the pre-planned trajectory
meeting all mission objectives.
The launch is a major milestone in the BrahMos development. It clears the system for the serial
production of air-version BrahMos missiles within the country.
Major airframe assemblies which form the integral part of the Ramjet Engine are indigenously developed
by Indian Industry. These include non-metallic air frame sections comprising Ramjet fuel tank and
pneumatic fuel supply system.
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Awards
8. Konkani writer Damodar Mauzo conferred with 57th Gyanpeeth Award

•
•
•
•

Renowned Konkani writer Damodar Mauzo has been conferred with 57th Gyanpeeth Award for the
year 2022. Noted Assamese poet Nilmani Phookan has bagged 56th Gyanpeeth award for the year 2021.
Mauzo is second Konkani writer to receive the highest literary award, earlier being given to Writer
Ravindra Kelekar in 2006. Mauzo is short story writer, novelist and screenplay writer.
His novel Karmelin had bagged Sahitya Akademi award in 1983. His several short stories are translated
into other languages and have appeared in various magazines.
Stories of Mauzo depict the struggle of poor people, their agonies and sorrows.

Sports News
9. India’s Jhilli Dalabehera clinches gold medal at Commonwealth
Weightlifting Championships
•
•
•
•

Indian weightlifter Jhilli Dalabehera has won the gold medal in the women’s 49kg category at the
Commonwealth Weightlifting Championships in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
The official Twitter handle of Sports Authority of India said, Dalabehera lifted the total weight of 167kg
with 73kg in snatch and 94kg in clean and jerk to win the yellow metal in the 49kg category.
On Tuesday, Sanket Mahadev Sargar clinched the gold medal in the men’s 55kg snatch category. He
lifted the weight of 113kg. With this lift, Sargar created the new snatch national record.
The Commonwealth Weightlifting Championships 2021 is currently being held concurrently in
Tashkent along with World Weightlifting Championships 2021 from December 7 to 17.
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Important Days
10. International Anti-Corruption Day 2021

•

•

International Anti-Corruption Day is observed on December 9 to raise awareness on the importance
of getting rid of corruption. Corruption affects every area in our society and preventing corruption
unlocks progress towards sustainable development goals.
The theme of International Anti-Corruption Day 2021: “Your right, your role: say no to corruption”.
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National News
1. PM Modi to inaugurate Saryu Canal National Project tomorrow in Uttar
Pradesh

•
•

•
•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Balrampur, Uttar Pradesh tomorrow and inaugurate the Saryu
Nahar National Project at around 1 PM.
The work on the project started in 1978 but due to lack of continuity of budgetary support,
interdepartmental coordination, and adequate monitoring, it got delayed and was not completed even
after nearly four decades.
The Saryu Nahar Project has been built with a total cost of more than nine thousand 800 crore rupees,
out of which more than four thousand 600 crore rupees were provisioned in the last four years.
The project also involves the interlinking of five rivers - Ghaghara, Saryu, Rapti, Banganga, and Rohini
to ensure optimum usage of water resources of the region.
The project will provide assured water for irrigation of over 14 lakh hectares of land and benefit about
29 lakh farmers of over six thousand 200 villages.
It will benefit nine districts of Eastern Uttar Pradesh namely - Bahraich, Shravasti, Balrampur, Gonda,
Siddharthnagar, Basti, Sant Kabir Nagar, Gorakhpur, and Maharajganj.

2. Students to send postcards to PM under ‘75 Lakh Post Card Campaign’
•

•
•

The Department of Posts in collabration with the Department of School Education and Ministry of
Education is running a campaign tittled ‘75 Lakh Post Card’ from first to 20th of December under the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations.
As part of campaign, all students of class IV to XII of all schools across the country are writing the
letters and dispatching to the Prime Minister of India at South Block, New Delhi.
75 post cards having best ideas will be selected at All India level for the National level participation in
the final event to be held on 17th January next year.
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•
•

As on date more than 50 lakh post cards have been sold by post offices across India during the campaign.
70 thousand schools have been contacted by Nodal Officers from Department of Posts and nearly 5
lakhs students have already written the post cards with a participation of around 7 thousand schools.

International News
3. UN General Assembly grants Observer Status to International Solar
Alliance

•
•
•

•

•
•
•

UN General Assembly has granted Observer Status to International Solar Alliance.
In a tweet, India’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations T S Tirumurti termed the decision
as historic.
The United Nations General Assembly may grant entities observer status. The United Nations welcomes
many international agencies, entities, and two non-member states as observers, State of Palestine and
Vatican City. Observers have the right to speak at United Nations General Assembly meetings, but not
to vote on resolutions.
The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is an alliance of 124 countries initiated by India, most of them
being the sunshine countries, which lie either completely or partly between the Tropic of Cancer and
the Tropic of Capricorn.
The primary objective of the alliance is to work for efficient consumption of solar energy to reduce
dependence on fossil fuels.
ISA HeadQuarter: Gurugram
Formation: 30 November 2015
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•
•

Founded: Paris, France
ISA Director General: Ajay Mathur

Reports and Index
4. India Ranked Fourth Most Powerful Country In Asia Power Index 2021

•
•
•
•
•
•

India has risen as the fourth most powerful country in Asia, according to a report by Lowy Institute
Asia Power Index 2021.
It has been ranked fourth among the 26 countries and territories in the Indo-Pacific for comprehensive
power.
The report has also added that the nation could have performed even better had it not been for the
COVID-19 pandemic.
However, the country declined by two points from 2020.
The top 10 countries:United States: China, Japan, India, Russia, Australia, South Korea, Singapore,
Indonesia, Thailand
Lowy Institute Headquarters: Sydney, Australia.

5. Nirmala Sitharaman, Falguni Nayar, Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw feature on
Forbes’ 100 Most Powerful Women list
•
•
•
•

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has made it to the Forbes’ annual list of powerful women – The
World’s 100 Most Powerful Women -- for the third year in a row.
Sitharaman who was ranked 37th this year, was 41st on the list in 2020 and 34th in 2019. Sitharaman is
the first full-time female Finance Minister of India.
Sitharaman is two ranks ahead of her US counterpart – Janet Yellen who is on the 39th spot this year.
Besides Sitharaman, other Indians to feature on the list are the HCL Corporation CEO Roshni Nadar
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•

Malhotra (52), Biocon Executive Chairperson Kiran Mazundar-Shaw (72) and Nykaa founder Falguni
Nayar (88).
The 3rd richest woman in the world, MacKenzie Scott, philanthropist, author and ex-wife of Amazon
founder Jeff Bezos was topped Forbes’ 2021 World’s 100 Most Powerful Women

6. World Inequality Report 2022 announced

•
•

France-based World Inequality Lab published its report titled “World Inequality Report 2022”.
This report was authored by Lucas Chancel, who is the co-director of World Inequality Lab.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

It was coordinated by famed French economist Thomas Piketty.
The report notes that the top 1 % of India’s population owns more than one-fifth of the total national
income in 2021.
The bottom half of the population earns just 13.1 per cent.
It highlights that economic reforms and liberalization that India has adopted, have mostly benefited the
top 1 per cent.
The ratio in the richest nation that is the US, is 1 to 17. The richest ten of the global population owns 52
per cent of global income.
On the other hand, the poorest half of the population earns 8.5 per cent of the global income.

Awards and Honours
7. IIT-Kanpur Scientist Ropesh Goyal bags “Young Geospatial Scientist”
Award

•
•
•

Ropesh Goyal from IIT-Kanpur won the ‘Young Geospatial Scientist’ award in recognition of his unique
contribution to developing the Indian Geoid Model and computation software.
Member of Space Commission, Government of India, and former ISRO Chairman AS Kiran Kumar
presented the award.
The ‘Young Geospatial Scientist’ award and a gold medal have been presented every year since 2011 to
promising scientists below 35 years of age in memory of Rachapudi Kamakshi, a strategic analyst with
a strong inclination towards geography and geospatial studies.
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8. India’s S Bidyarani Devi wins Silver at Commonwealth Weightlifting
Championships in Tashkent

•
•
•
•
•

S Bidyarani Devi won silver at the women’s 55kg category at the ongoing Commonwealth Weightlifting
Championships at Tashkent, Uzbekistan yesterday.
Devi lifted a total of 198kg (84114) to finish second behind Nigeria’s Adijat Olarinoye who had an effort
of 203kg (90113) in the Commonwealth Championships.
However, as per Commonwealth Championship rule, she would also get a gold having lifted the highest
weight in the clean and jerk category with her 114kg effort.
Devi missed a bronze in the World Championships as she finished fourth behind Ghofrane Belkhir of
Tunisia, Olarinoye, and Svitlana Samuliak of Ukraine.
The gold winners in each category in the Commonwealth Championships qualify directly for next year’s
Commonwealth Games in Birmingham.

9. Ram Nath Kovind presents President’s Standard award to 22nd Missile
Vessels Squadron of Indian Navy
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•
•
•
•
•
•

President Ram Nath Kovind presented the President’s Standard award to the 22nd Missile Vessels
Squadron of the Indian Navy at a ceremony held in the naval dockyard on Wednesday morning.
The President’s Standard is the highest honour bestowed by the Supreme Commander of the Armed
Forces to a military unit in recognition of the service rendered to the nation.
The 22nd Missile Vessel Squadron carried out ‘Operation Trident’ and bombed Pakistan’s Karachi Port
during the 1971 Indo-Pak war.
The squadron has also taken part in several missions including Operation Vijay, Operation Parakram
and also during the heightened security state following the 2019 Pulwama attack.
The squadron had received several battle honours including 1 Maha Vir Chakra, 7 Vir chakras and 8
Nausena Medals(Gallantry).
President’s Standard is the highest honour bestowed by the President, the Supreme Commander, to a
Military unit in recognition of the Service rendered to the nation.

10. Human Rights Day: 10 December 2021

•
•
•
•

Human Rights Day is celebrated on 10 December annually across the world.
This Day came into existence on December 10, 1948, when the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
was adopted by the United Nations.
The theme for Human Rights Day 2021 is “EQUALITY – Reducing inequalities, advancing human
rights.”
This year’s Human Rights Day theme relates to ‘Equality’ and Article 1 of the UDHR – “All human
beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.”
By Sameer Singhal
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