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National News
Labor Ministry to celebrate Iconic week as part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
from today

•
•
•
•
•

Labour Ministry is organising several initiatives and events for its Iconic week which will be celebrated
from today.
Labour and Employment Minister Bhupender Yadav said that it will help build a movement that will
further accelerate Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of India 2.0, an Atmanirbhar Bharat.
The Ministry has planned multiple initiatives to uphold the spirit of a progressive India this week.
Every division of the Ministry has planned multiple initiatives to uphold the mission of the Ministry
and contribute to the Vision of India 2.0.
These activities include celebrating 25 crore registrations under e-SHRAM, launching of e-SHRAM on
UMANG app, the launch of Donate-a-Pension scheme.
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2. Ninth edition of Sri Lanka-India naval exercise SLINEX to begin today in
Visakhapatnam

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The ninth edition of Sri Lanka-India Naval Exercise SLINEX will begin today in Visakhapatnam.
The exercise will be conducted in two phases-the harbour phase at Visakhapatnam on March 7 and 8,
followed by the sea phase on March 9 and 10 in the Bay of Bengal.
Sri Lankan Navy will be represented by SLNS Sayurala, an advanced offshore patrol vessel and the
Indian Navy by INS Kirch, a guided missile corvette.
Other participants from the Indian Navy include INS Jyoti, a Fleet support tanker, Advanced Light
Helicopter(ALH), Seaking and Chetak Helicopters and Dornier Maritime Patrol Aircraft.
The previous edition of SLINEX was conducted off Trincomalee in October 2020.
SLINEX aims to enhance inter-operability, improve mutual understanding and exchange best practices
and procedures for multi-faceted maritime operations between both navies.
The Harbour Phase would include professional, cultural, sporting and social exchanges.

3. Country’s first indigenous Flying Trainer HANSA-NG successfully
completes sea level trials
•

•
•

The country’s first indigenous Flying Trainer HANSA-NG designed and developed by CSIR-National
Aerospace Laboratories, Bangalore, has successfully completed the sea level trials at Puducherry from
19th February to 5th March.
The aircraft was flown to Puducherry covering 140 nautical miles in one and half hours at a cruising
speed of 155 km per hour on 19th February.
AIR Correspondent reports, The objectives of sea level trials were to evaluate handling qualities,
climb and cruise performance, balked landing, structural performance power plant and other systems
performance.
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•

CSIR-NAL sources said that all the objectives of the sea level trials are met and aircraft has been ferried
back to Bangalore yesterday after completing 18 hours flying at Puducherry.

4. Indigenous anti-collision system ‘Kavach’ to avoid rail accidents
successfully tested by Indian Railways

•

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has announced that ‘Kavach’ System, the anti-collision test
conducted by the Indian Railways to check the indigenous developed system to avoid rail accidents is
successful.
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•
•
•
•
•

He held an on-site inspection today near Secunderabad.
The indigenously developed Automatic Train Protection (ATP) system, Kavach, was designed to help
the Railways achieve - zero accidents.
‘Kavach’ automatically stopped the train before 380 metres of other Locomotive at the front.
The test involved two trains - one with the railway minister on board and the other with the Chairman
of the Railway Board - hurtle towards each other at full speed.
Both the trains stopped 380 metres apart. The Kavach will be the world’s cheapest automatic train
collision protection system.

5. PM Narendra Modi inaugurates Pune Metro Rail Project

•

•
•

The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi has inaugurated Pune Metro Rail Project on March 06,
2022, and also interacted with differently-abled, visually impaired students present inside the metro
coach, during his 10-minute ride in the Pune Metro.
Pune Metro Rail Project has been built at a total cost of INR 11,420 Crore. It has a total length of 33.2
km and 30 stations.
Pune Metro is the first metro project in the country to have Aluminum body coaches, indigenously
manufactured under the Make in India policy of GoI.

6. Indian Navy successfully demonstrates accuracy of Brahmos supersonic
cruise missile from stealth destroyer INS Chennai
•
•
•
•

Indian Navy successfully demonstrated the accuracy of an extended-range land-attack Brahmos
supersonic cruise missile from the stealth destroyer INS Chennai yesterday.
The missile hit its intended target with pinpoint accuracy after traversing an extended range trajectory
and performing complex manoeuvres.
This achievement establishes the Indian Navy’s ability to strike even deeper and influence land operations
further away from sea, when and where required.
Both Brahmos missile and INS Chennai are indigenously built and highlight the cutting-edge of Indian
missile and ship-building prowess.
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8. Defense Expo, 2022 postponed as participants experience logistics problems

•
•

Defence Expo, 2022 scheduled to be held in Gandhinagar has been postponed due to logistics problems
being experienced by the participants.
It was scheduled to be held from 10th to 14th of this month. The new dates will be communicated in
due course.
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Important Days
9. CISF celebrates its 53rd Raising Day

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Home minister Amit Shah lauded the role of CISF personnel during the coronavirus pandemic, for
risking their lives and taking care of fellow Indians who were returning from abroad.
Mr Shah said in the service of the nation, many CISF personnel have lost their lives.
Mr Shah said, CISF personnel are taking care of returning citizens from Ukraine under Operation
Ganga too.
Speaking at the 53rd Raising Day ceremony of Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) at Ghaziabad,
Mr Shah said 2.5 trillion dollars worth of economy would not have been possible without the service of
CISF.
He urged CISF to prepare a roadmap of the next five years as there will be huge expansion in the private
sector and India will become a 5 trillion dollar economy.
Saying multi-skilled CISF is the only industrial security force in the world, the Home Minister said it
provides security to very sensitive installations, ports, nuclear plants and airports.
Mr Shah also applauded the role of CISF in tree plantation drives.
The Home Minister also awarded President’s police medals for meritorious service.

Sports News
10. Mithali Raj becomes first woman cricketer to appear at six Cricket
World Cups’
•
•
•

Indian women cricket captain, Mithali Raj has become the first woman to appear in six World Cups.
She is the only third cricketer overall to play six world cup after Sachin Tendulkar and Javed Miandad.
She has played in the ICC women’s cricket world cup events in 2000, 2005, 2009, 2013, 2017 and now
in 2022.
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•

The ICC women’s cricket world cup 2022 is being held in New Zealand.

By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. India Global Forum annual summit held in Bengaluru

•

India Global Forum’s (IGF) annual summit is being organized in Bengaluru, Karnataka.
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•
•

The summit will bring together eminent faces of tech-driven disruption and those who have joined the
unicorn club along with Union ministers, policymakers, and global business leaders.
The previous editions were hosted in Dubai and the UK and addressed by esteemed speakers like Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the PM of the UK Boris Johnson amongst other leaders from Governments
and industry across the globe.

2. RIL opens India’s biggest business and cultural hub in Mumbai

•
•

•

•

Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) has announced the opening of the Jio World Centre, which will be India’s
largest and most prestigious multi-faceted destination.
The Centre, which covers 18.5 acres in Mumbai’s Bandra Kurla Complex and was envisioned by Nita
Ambani, Director Reliance Industries and Founder-Chairperson of Reliance Foundation, and it is set
to become a historical business, commerce, and culture destination, which will provide the people of
India with a world-class landmark.
The Jio World Centre will open in phases over the course of this and next year, beginning with the
dedication of Dhirubhai Ambani Square and the musical Fountain of Joy to Mumbai and the Jio World
Convention Centre.
The Jio World Centre is a first-of-its-kind destination in India, with a cultural centre, a musical fountain,
premium shops, a curated selection of cafés and fine dining restaurants, serviced apartments and offices,
and a state-of-the-art convention facility.

3. Ministry of Labour launches ‘Donate-a-Pension’ initiative
•

•

Union Labour and Employment Minister, Bhupender Yadav has launched the ‘Donate-a-Pension’
campaign under Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-Dhan (PM-SYM) scheme, on March 07, 2022,
from his residence and donated the same to his gardener.
Under the new initiative, citizens can contribute to the pension fund of their immediate support staff
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•
•

such as domestic workers, drivers, helpers etc, by donating the premium amount.
The ‘Donate-a-Pension’ program is part of various initiatives to be launched in the ‘Iconic Week’
celebrations by the Labour Ministry from March 7 to 13, 2022.
It is an initiative under (PM-SYM) pension scheme where citizens can donate the premium contribution
of their immediate support staff such as domestic workers, drivers, helpers etc.

4. Paytm to offer digital ticketing services by partnering with IRCTC
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•

•
•
•
•

Paytm, a digital payments company, announced that it has expanded its partnership with the Indian
Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) to provide consumers with digital ticketing
services via Automatic Ticket Vending Machines (ATVM) installed at railway stations across the
country.
Passengers will be able to scan QR codes generated on the screens to purchase unreserved train ride
tickets, platform tickets, renew their seasonal tickets, and recharge smart cards.
This is the first time Indian Railways has made it possible for customers to pay for tickets services online
using UPI on ATMs, promoting cashless commuting.
The ATVMs that have been installed at railway stations are touch-screen ticketing kiosks that will allow
travellers to pay digitally without the use of smart cards.
Passengers will now be able to scan QR codes that would be generated on the screens that can be used
to purchase unreserved train ride tickets, platform tickets, renew their seasonal tickets, and recharge
smart cards.

5. Hybrid form United Nations Environment Assembly held in in Nairobi,
Kenya

•
•
•

•

The United Nations Environment Assembly was hosted by the UN Environment Programme.
It brings together representatives from the UN’s 193 member countries, corporations, civil society, and
other stakeholders to agree on policies to address the world’s most serious environmental concerns.
The aim of UNEA-5 was “Strengthening Actions for Nature to Achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals,” emphasising the importance of nature in our lives as well as in social, economic, and environmental
sustainability.
Its goal was to give nations the impetus they needed to build on and catalyse global environmental
initiatives to safeguard and restore the natural world on which our economy and societies rely.
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6. Microsoft will set up India’s largest Data Center region in Hyderabad

•
•
•
•
•
•

Tech giant, Microsoft has announced to set up its fourth data centre in India in Hyderabad, Telangana.
Hyderabad Data centre will be one of the largest data centres in India and will be operational by 2025.
Microsoft already has a data centre in three Indian regions across Pune, Mumbai, and Chennai.
The new data centre will add to the growing demand for Microsoft’s cloud services from both the private
enterprises as well as the government sector.
To set up the data centre, Microsoft has signed a definitive agreement with the Telangana state
government with a total investment of Rs 15,000 crore.
In terms of Microsoft’s own expansion plans’s the company stated that they are expanding their
Hyderabad campus and the total campus is now spread over a 2.5 mn Sq.ft area with 18,000 full-time
employees.

7. Study in India meet 2022 inaugurated in Dhaka
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The two-day-long Study in India (SII) 2022 meeting was inaugurated in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
The event organised by the High Commission of India was inaugurated by the Education Minister of
Bangladesh Dr Dipu Moni and the High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh Vikram Doraiswami.
Education Minister of Bangladesh said the educational exchange between the two countries will further
strengthen the friendly relations between the two countries.
She said that students of today have the responsibility to find solutions for the common issues like
poverty that are faced by the countries of South Asia.
A large number of students from various educational institutions took part in the event.
They explored the opportunity for studying abroad provided by some of the best colleges and universities
in India.
A total of 19 educational institutions from India are taking part in the Education Fair in Dhaka.
The Study in India meet will be organised in Chittagong on March 7 for the benefit of Bangladeshi
students.

8. International Women’s Day 2022 Celebrates on 8th March

•
•
•
•

International Women’s Day (IWD) is celebrated globally on March 8 every year.
The day recognises the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women.
The event celebrates women’s achievements and raises awareness about women’s equality and lobbies for
accelerated gender parity.
The theme of 2022 International Women’s Day is “gender equality today for a sustainable tomorrow”.
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. Germany to host virtual meeting of G7 agriculture ministers to discuss
Russia-Ukraine conflict on Food Securit

•
•
•

•
•
•

The German government has stated that it will hold a virtual meeting of G7 agriculture ministers to
explore the implications of the conflict between Russia and Ukraine on global food security.
The meeting, according to Cem zdemir, Germany’s Minister of Agriculture and Food, will also focus on
ways to stabilise food markets.
According to the government, Germany will hold a virtual meeting of G7 agricultural ministers to
address the impact of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on global food security and how to best stabilise food
markets.
Food security in Germany and the European Union is assured, but bigger shortages are likely in some
countries outside the EU, particularly where scarcity already exists due to concerns such as drought.
Price increases for agricultural items cannot be ruled out in developed countries.”
This year, Germany is the rotating president of the Group of Seven advanced economies.

2. Flipkart enters strategic alliance with Google Cloud to improve
innovation
•
•
•
•

Flipkart and Google Cloud have formed a multi-year strategic agreement to assist Flipkart accelerate its
innovation and cloud strategy.
Flipkart’s next phase of expansion will be aided by this alliance, which will help it achieve its goal of
enrolling India’s next 200 million buyers and lakhs of vendors.
The deal value was kept opaque by the companies.
Flipkart will be able to provide robust app access and performance even during peak purchasing
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•
•

seasons with increased traffic by leveraging Google Cloud’s secure and scalable global infrastructure
and powerful networking technologies.
Flipkart will also use Google Cloud to accelerate the creation of new products, boosting its expansion
into India’s Tier 2 and Tier 3 markets.
Flipkart will use Google Cloud‘s superior data analytics and machine learning capabilities to improve
the efficiency of its data platform.

3. Ministry of Culture organize PAN-India programme “Jharokha–
Compendium of Indian handicraft/handloom, art and culture”
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•

•
•
•
•

Ministry of Culture and Ministry of Textiles are organizing a programme called “Jharokha-Compendium
of Indian handicraft/ handloom, art and culture” to celebrate the traditional Indian handicrafts,
handlooms, and art & culture.
To begin with, the first event under this celebration has been organized in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh at
Rani Kamlapati Railway Station, on March 08, 2022, which also marks International Women’s Day.
Jharokha is a PAN India programme that will be held at 16 locations in 13 states and UTs, as part of the
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav .
The event in Bhopal will celebrate womanhood and the contribution of women in the field of art, craft
and culture.
Kamlapati Railway Station is named after the brave and fearless Queen Kamlapati of the Gond kingdom
of Madhya Pradesh.

4. C-DAC installed “PARAM Ganga” Supercomputer at IIT Roorkee

•

•
•
•
•
•

The Center for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) has designed and installed a
supercomputer named “PARAM Ganga”, at IIT Roorkee, under Phase II of National Supercomputing
Mission (NSM).
PARAM Ganga has a supercomputing capacity of 1.66 Petaflops.
NSM is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeiTY) and the
Department of Science and Technology (DST).
The mission is implemented by the Center for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) and the
Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore.
The NSM Mission aims to build and deploy 24 facilities with cumulative compute power of more than
64 Petaflops.
Till date 11 systems have been deployed by C-DAC at IISc, IITs, IISER Pune, JNCASR, NABI-Mohali
and C-DAC under NSM Phase-1 and Phase-2 with a cumulative computing power of more than 20
Petaflops.
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International News
5. Iran successfully test fire second military satellite Noor-2

•
•
•
•
•

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) successfully launched a military satellite, Noor-2,
into orbit at an altitude of 500 kilometres (311 miles) from the earth.
This is the second military satellite launched by the Islamic Republic.
The first military satellite, Noor, was launched in April 2020 at an orbit of 425km (265 miles) above the
earth’s surface. Noor means light in the Persian language.
Putting the second satellite in space would be a major advance for Iran’s military, raising concerns about
the country’s nuclear and missile programs.
The three-stage Qased, or “Messenger”, the carrier launched the Noor 2, from the Shahroud spaceport.

6. Russia becomes world’s most sanctioned country
•
•
•
•
•
•

Russia has become the most sanctioned country in the world, due to its invasion on Ukraine, according
to a New York-based sanctions watchlist site Castellum.AI.
Russia faced 2,778 new sanctions since February 22, 2022, led by the US and European nations, bringing
the total sanctions to 5,530.
The country already had 2,754 sanctions in place before February 22.
Countries across the world are putting sanctions on Russia to stop its invasion of Ukraine.
Russia has now surpassed countries like Iran and North Korea in terms of a number of sanctions.
Before this, Iran was the most sanctioned country, facing 3,616 sanctions against it over the last decade,
while Syria and North Korea have 2,608 and 2,077 sanctions, respectively.
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7. T Raja Kumar named President of the Financial Action Task Force

•
•
•

T Raja Kumar, a Singaporean, has been named president of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the
world’s anti-money laundering and anti-terrorism financing agency.
His appointment is for a set two-year term, which begins on July 1. During the FATF plenary, he was
chosen to succeed Dr Marcus Pleyer of Germany.
Mr Raja’s nomination marks the first time Singapore has assumed the president of the organisation,
according to a joint news release issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), the Ministry of Finance
(MOF), and the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) on March 7.
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•

•

Mr Raja is a senior advisor at MHA and has been the leader of Singapore’s FATF mission since January
1, 2015. Since July 2018, he has also been a member of the steering group, which advises the FATF
president.
The FATF is an intergovernmental organisation set up by the G7 in 1989 to prevent and combat money
laundering, terrorism, and proliferation finance.

8. Pakistan should continue to be placed in FATF Grey List, says report

•

•
•
•

The global money laundering and terrorist financing watchdog, Financial Action Task Force (FATF),
retained Pakistan in the grey list and asked the country to work on money laundering investigations
and prosecutions.
FATF also added the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to its grey watchlist.
The decision has been taken after the conclusion of the four-day FATF Plenary from March 1-4, 2022.
The event took place in hybrid mode from Paris, France.
Pakistan has been on the grey list of FATF since June 2018 for failing to check money laundering and
terror financing. It was given a plan of action to complete it by October 2019 but it fails to comply with
the FATF mandates.

9. Delhi HC Chief Justice DN Patel next TDSAT Chairperson
•
•
•

The Central Government has appointed Justice Dhirubhai Naranbhai Patel, Chief Justice of Delhi High
Court, as the Chairperson of Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal(TDSAT).
He was appointed as Chief Justice of Delhi High Court on June 7, 2019, and is now given the Chair of
TDSAT, days before his retirement on March 12, 2022.
Ministry of Law and Justice issued a notification regarding the approval of his appointment by the
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC), stating that he will serve the Chair for a period of
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•

4 years from the date of assumption of charge of the post, or till attaining the age of 70 years, or until
further orders, whichever is the earliest.
The conditions of his service will be governed by the provisions of the Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021 and
the Tribunal (Conditions of Service) Rules, 2021.
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Sikkim: All non-working mothers to get Rs 20,000 each

•

•
•
•
•

Chief Minister of Sikkim, Prem Singh Tamang has announced that the State Government will soon
implement ‘Aama Yojana, a scheme for helping non-working mothers & ‘Bahini Scheme’ benefitting
girl students of the state.
Aama Yojna scheme aims to inculcate the habit of saving among non-working mothers in the state and
hence the Government will provide them Rs. 20,000 each in their bank accounts annually.
The scheme covers only those whose names are enrolled in the electoral roll of the state and a sum of Rs.
100 crores have been allocated for it in the budget.
Bahini Scheme is to reduce the dropout rate of girl students due to the lack of accessibility/availability
of Sanitary Napkins & also to ensure menstrual health and hygiene.
Under this scheme, over 18,000 girl students who study in class 9 and above are provided with free
sanitary napkins in the state.

2. Chhattisgarh govt launches ‘Kaushalya Matritva Yojana’
•

In a state-level women’s conference held at BTI Ground in Raipur, Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
introduced the ‘Kaushalya Matritva Yojana’ by handing out Rs 5000 checks to five beneficiaries for safe
motherhood.
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•
•

•
•

On the birth of a second daughter, women recipients are eligible for a lump payment aid of Rs. 5,000
under this scheme. The programme will assist in the parenting and education of girls.
At the state level women’s conference, the Chief Minister honoured Anganwadi employees who have
done outstanding work in Anganwadi services, as well as self-help groups that have helped women
become financially independent by utilising the Chhattisgarh Mahila Kosh.
Similarly, he recognised officers who have excelled in the field of women’s protection as part of the
‘Sakhi One Stop Center‘ and ‘Nava Bihaan Yojna.’
On the occasion, he also released the Kanya Vivah Yojana Coffee Table Book, the Sakhi One Stop Centre
Telephone Directory, and booklets for women empowerment programmes.

3. Haryana announced Matrushakti Udyamita Scheme

•
•

•

Haryana government has announced Matrushakti Udaymita Scheme to provide support to women
entrepreneurs, on International Women’s Day.
Under the scheme, the women whose family annual income is less than 5 lakh rupees based on Parivar
Pehchan Patra (PPP) verified data, will be provided access to soft loans by financial institutions to the
extent of 3 lakh rupees.
Subsequently, the interest subvention of 7% will also be provided for three years through the Haryana
Women Development Corporation.
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4. Bodh Gaya to have India’s largest reclining statue of Lord Buddha

•
•
•
•
•
•

India’s largest reclining statue of Lord Buddha is being built in Bodh Gaya. Built by Buddha International
Welfare Mission, the statue will be 100 feet long and 30 feet high.
Lord Buddha is in the sleeping posture in the statue. The construction of the giant statue started in the
year 2019.
It is being made with fiberglass and built by sculptors from Kolkata.
Bodh Gaya is an important pilgrimage center for Buddhism and is visited by devotees from all over the
world.
The idol of this posture of Lord Buddha is in Uttar Pradesh`s Kushinagar where he attained his
Mahaparinirvana.
The giant statue of Lord Buddha will be open for devotees from February 2023.

Sports News
5. Indian GM S L Narayanan wins Cattolica International Open chess tourney
•
•
•
•

In Chess, Indian Grandmaster, S L Narayanan was declared the winner in the Grand Scacchi Cattolica
International Open, held in Italy. Meanwhile, his compatriot R Praggnanandhaa came second.
Narayanan and six others, including Praggnanandhaa, finished equal first with 6.5 points after nine
rounds.
But, Narayanan took the top spot on the basis of a better tie-break score.
The 24-year old S L Narayanan from Thiruvananthapuram earned the title of Grandmaster in 2015 and
is the 41st Grandmaster from India.
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Important Days
6. No Smoking Day 2022:9th March

•
•
•
•
•

No Smoking Day is celebrated on the second Wednesday in the month of March every year across the
world.
This year No Smoking Day will be celebrated on 9th March.
The day is celebrated to help those who wish to quit smoking as well as to raise awareness about the
implications of smoking on an individual’s health.
The main reason to observe this day is to spread awareness and educate people about the adverse impacts
of tobacco on their health through cigarettes and other means.
No Smoking Day was first observed in the year 1984 in the Republic of Ireland on Ash Wednesday.

23

www.plutusacademy.com

Appointment News
7. Lupin named Mary Kom as brand ambassador for his Shakti initiative

•
•
•

Global pharma major Lupin Limited (Lupin) has announced that it has signed on six-time world boxing
champion, Mary Kom as the brand ambassador for its Shakti campaign.
The campaign is aimed at increasing awareness of heart diseases among women.
With Mary Korn anchoring the campaign, to drive the much-needed awareness on the issue and
encourage women to sign up for early screening checks and take corrective measures to avoid the future
risk of heart diseases.
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. ISSF WC 2022: India top medal tally with 4 gold, 2 silver, one bronze in
Cairo
•
•

India have taken first place in the medal standing in International Shooting Sport Federation, ISSF
World Cup 2022 in Cairo.
The Indian team finished on the top of the medals tally with a total of seven medals comprising of four
gold, two silver and one bronze.
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•
•
•
•

Norway, who won six medals- three gold, one silver and two bronze claimed second spot on the medals
tally. France were third, with three golds out of the 20 on offer.
Indian shooters won two medals on the final day of the ISSF World Cup 2022 in Cairo, Egypt on Monday.
In the last event of the tournament, Rhythm Sangwan and Anish Bhanwala won the 25m rapid fire
pistol mixed team gold medal match against Thailand by defeating them 17-7.
Earlier in the day, the Indian trio of Gurpreet Singh, Anish Bhanwala and Bhavesh Shekhawat lost the
gold medal match of the men’s 25m rapid fire pistol team competition to Germany 7-17.

2. National Land Monetization corporation: Cabinet clears agency to
monetise Govt land

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved the setting up of the National Land Monetization
Corporation (NLMC) to monetise surplus land and building assets of Central Public Sector Enterprises
(CPSEs) and other agencies linked to the Government.
To be fully owned by the Center, under the administrative jurisdiction of the Finance Ministry, NLMC
will have an initial authorized share capital of Rs 5,000 crore and paid-up share capital of Rs 150 crore.
“With monetisation of non-core assets, the Government would be able to generate substantial revenues
by monetising unused and under-used assets.
CPSEs currently have a large amount of surplus, idle, and underutilised non-core assets in the form of
land and buildings.
The monetization of excess land and side assets is critical for CPSEs experiencing strategic disinvestment
so that their value can be unleashed. Monetization of the assets will be taken care of and carried out by
NLMC.
This will also allow for the productive use of underutilised assets, resulting in private sector investments,
new economic activity, a boost to the local economy, and thegeneration of financial resources for
economic and social infrastructure.
On behalf of CPSEs and other government organisations, NLMC will have the technical expertise to
competently manage and monetize land holdings.
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3. K’taka govt launches Women @ Work program

•
•
•
•
•

The government of Karnataka has launched ‘Women@Work’ program to provide five lakh jobs within
2026 to women with necessary employable skills.
The program aims to focus on the efforts of corporate programs on attracting a female workforce.
It has been developed by Karnataka Digital Economy Mission (KDEM) in association with KTECH,
Karnataka Skill Development Corporation.
It will act as an enabler for women to actively participate and join the workforce through industry
upskilling.
All efforts are being made to provide 5,000 jobs for women as part of the Karnataka Digital Economy
Mission and added that the government is keen to actualise this mission in the coming days.

4. Govt appoints SBI managing director Ashwini Bhatia as Sebi member
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•
•

•
•

The cabinet has appointed Ashwani Bhatia, managing director (MD) of the State Bank of India (SBI), as
a whole-time member (WTM) of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).
According to some sources, the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has also approved
Ashwani Bhatia’s appointment as a whole-time member of SEBI for three years from the date of his
assumption of the command.
According to the sources, with Ashwani Bhatia’s appointment as a Whole-time member, the Securities
and Exchange Board of India now only needs to appoint one Whole time member.
In August 2020, Ashwani Bhatia, who will be retiring in May 2022, that is this year, was promoted to the
post of managing director of State Bank of India.

5. Union Minister RK Singh launches Virtual Smart Grid Knowledge Center
and Innovation Park

•
•
•
•
•

Union Minister for Power R.K. Singh on Tuesday launched the Virtual Smart Grid Knowledge Center
(SGKC) and Innovation Park virtually as part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav Programme.
Minister of State for Power Krishan Pal Gurjar was also present on the occasion.
The SGKC has been established by POWERGRID for demonstration and advancement of frontier smart
grid technologies.
SGKC aims to be one of the leading Centers of Excellence globally to foster innovation, entrepreneurship
and research in smart grid technologies and create capacities in the power distribution sector.
The Virtual SGKC that was launched today enables a digital footprint of the physical setup of SGKC, the
need for which was felt during COVID-19 pandemic.
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6. Sports Minister Anurag Thakur to inaugurate National Youth Parliament
Festival

•

•
•
•

The 3rd edition of the National Youth Parliament Festival (NYPF) has been organised jointly by the Lok
Sabha Secretariat and the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports on March 10 and 11, 2022, in the Central
Hall of Parliament, New Delhi.
Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur will address the inaugural session of NYPF on March 10, while
the Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla will address the valedictory function on March 11.
The objective of the NYPF is to hear the voice of the youth, between 18 and less than 25 years of age,
who will join various careers in the coming years, including public services.
The top three National level youth winners will get an opportunity to speak before the Lok Sabha
Speaker during the valedictory function.

7. Korea’s new president Yoon Suk-yeol
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•
•

Yoon Suk-yeol has been declared as the winner of the 2022 South Korean presidential election to be
elected as the new President of the country.
He is scheduled to assume office as president on May 10, 2022, for a fixed term of five years. Yoon Sukyeol will succeed incumbent President Moon Jae-in.
With more than 98 per cent of the ballots counted, Yoon had 48.6 per cent of the votes against his rival
Lee Jae-Myung’s 47.8 per cent.
Yoon is to take office in May and serve a single five-year term as leader of the world’s 10th-largest
economy.

8. Andhra Pradesh retains top rank in Skoch State of Governance ranking
in 2021

•
•
•
•

Andhra Pradesh has retained its number one spot in the SKOCH State of Governance rankings for the
second consecutive year.
According to a release, the State retained the first rank for the second consecutive year.
In 2020 too, Andhra Pradesh bagged top rank in governance. Andhra Pradesh was ranked at second
position in 2018 and later it slipped to 4th position in 2019, according to Skoch.
The second rank was bagged by West Bengal and Odisha was ranked 3, Gujarat was ranked 4 and
Maharashtra was ranked 5. Neighbouring Telangana was ranked 6.

9. S Sreesanth announces retirement from all forms of first-class cricket
•
•
•

India pacer S Sreesanth has announced his retirement from all forms of domestic cricket. Sreesanth
played 27 Tests and 53 ODIs for India, taking 87 and 75 wickets respectively.
He has also taken seven wickets in 10 T20 Internationals.
The temperamental pacer was also popular for his exuberant celebrations after taking wickets but his
life and career went downhill after the spot-fixing scandal.
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10. Stalin opens floating solar park in Tuticorin

•
•

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, M K Stalin has inaugurated India’s largest floating solar power plant
constructed at a cost of Rs 150.4 crores.
The floating plant is established in Southern Petrochemicals Industries Corporation Limited (SPIC)
factory at Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu to provide clean energy.
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•
•
•

It aims to provide environmentally sustainable power generation and to reduce carbon footprint.
The floating power plant has the capacity to produce 42 million units of electricity per annum.
The solar power plant is owned by Greenam Energy, a wholly-owned subsidiary of AM International.
SPIC worked with France-based floating solar power specialists and global leader Ceil & Terre for the
constructions and designs.

11. World Kidney Day 2022

•
•
•
•

World Kidney day is celebrated on the second Thursday of March every year. This year, it is being
observed on March 10.
World Kidney Day is a global campaign aimed at raising awareness of the importance of our kidneys.
World Kidney Day aims to raise awareness of the importance of our kidneys to our overall health and
to reduce the frequency and impact of kidney disease and its associated health problems worldwide.
The theme for World Kidney day 2022 is “Kidney Health for All”
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. IIT Roorkee And BIS Tie Up To Cooperate In Standardisation And Conformity
Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and IIT Roorkee signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
for the establishment of a ‘BIS Standardization Chair Professor’ at IIT Roorkee.
This would be the first time BIS created a Standardization Chair in an Institute for activities related to
standardisation and conformity assessment.
It will aid in the establishment of standards on crucial areas such as IIT’s BlockChain applications for
e-governance.
The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is proud to announce its collaboration with the illustrious IIT
Kanpur in the development of standards.
It will aid in the establishment of standards on crucial areas such as IIT’s BlockChain applications for
e-governance.
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•
•

Bureau of Indian Standards Director-General: Pramod Kumar Tiwari.
Bureau of Indian Standards Headquarters: Manak Bhawan, Old Delhi.

2. Debasish Panda appointed as IRDAI Chairperson

•
•
•

Debasish Panda has been appointed as the chairman of the Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI). He is a former financial services secretary.
The post of Chairman of IRDAI was lying vacant since May 2021 when Subhash Chandra Khuntia
completed his term.
Panda, a 1987-batch IAS officer of the Uttar Pradesh cadre, retired as financial services secretary in
January this year after a two-year stint.
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•
•

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved Panda’s appointment as chairperson of the
insurance regulator initially for a period of three years from the assumption of charge.
The appointment of IRDAI chairman comes nearly 9 months after the vacancy was created following
Subhash Chandra Khuntia completing his term in May last year.

3. RBI directs Paytm Payments Bank to stop onboarding of new customers

•
•
•
•
•

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has directed Paytm Payments Bank Ltd to stop the onboarding of new
customers with immediate effect.
The bank has also been directed to appoint an IT audit firm to conduct a comprehensive System Audit
of its IT system.
The RBI took the decision in exercise of its powers under section 35A of the Banking Regulation Act,
1949.
RBI has advised Paytm Payments Bank to appoint an IT audit firm to conduct a comprehensive System
Audit of its IT system.
Once the audit is over, RBI will review the reports of IT auditors and based on the reports grant or
review its permission for onboarding of new customers.

4. First Drone School established in Madhya Pradesh’s Gwalior
•

•
•
•

With the aim to create an ecosystem for drone operations in the country, Union Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia along with Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan inaugurated the
first drone school in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh.
The Chief Minister said that drone technology opens huge technology opportunities for youngsters.
He further stated that this drone school is the first drone school in the state and will prove to open
employment opportunities in this industry as drones can be used for various purposes.
The first drone fair in the country was organized last year in the month of December in Gwalior city
of Madhya Pradesh that witnessed the biggest congregation of drone manufacturers, service providers,
drone enthusiasts and user communities, especially students, farmers and common man of the city.
During the event, Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia stated that five Drone Schools will be
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•

opened in different cities of Madhya Pradesh including Gwalior, Bhopal, Indore, Jabalpur and Satna.
The inauguration of the first drone school in Gwalior is a step towards making advancements in the use
of drone technology in Madhya Pradesh.

5. Six Indian Airports named the ACI World’s ASQ Awards 2021

•
•
•

From India, six airports have found a place among the ‘Best Airport by Size and Region’, by the Airports
Council International (ACI), in its Airport Service Quality (ASQ) survey for the year 2021.
The airports have been adjudged among the Asia Pacific region in different categories based on annual
passenger traffic.
The ACI Airport Service Quality (ASQ) Awards takes into account 33 parameters related to passenger
amenities to recognize airport excellence in customer experience.
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6. SC appoints ex-judge Sikri as Char Dham project panel head

•
•
•
•

•

The Supreme Court of India has named Justice (retd) AK Sikri as Chairperson of the High Powered
Committee (HPC), of the Chardham project.
The previous Chairperson Professor Ravi Chopra had resigned from his post in February 2022, after
being appointed as the chairperson of the HPC on August 8, 2019.
A bench of Justices DY Chandrachud and Surya Kant accepted the resignation of Professor Ravi Chopra
as chairperson of the committee after he wrote a letter in January wishing to relinquish his post.
The HPC would look after the environmental concerns and other issues related to the Chardham project
as well as the cumulative and independent impact of the Chardham project on the entire Himalayan
valley.
On December 14, last year, the top court had allowed double lane widening of the strategic Chardham
highway project in Uttarakhand, observing that the country’s security concerns may change over time
and the recent past has thrown serious national security challenges.

7. India’s first 100% women-owned industrial park begins operations in
Hyderabad
•
•

•
•

India‘s first fully owned by women industrial park opened its doors in Hyderabad.
The park, that is promoted by the FICCI Ladies Organization – FLO in collaboration with the State
government, consists of 25 units which represent 16 different sectors of green category, and all of them
are owned and controlled completely by women.
This FLO industrial park exemplifies the power and self-reliance of women in the business, from
electronics to packaging, medical devices, wellness, engineering, and food processing.
The FLO members has contributed a substantial amount of money for the construction of the park,
while the government has provided the roads, electricity, water, sewerage, and sub-station.
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8. Tiger Woods Inducted Into World Golf Hall of Fame

•
•

•
•

Famous Golfer, Tiger Woods was formally inducted into the World Golf Hall of Fame.
The 46-year-old Woods entered the storied hall as part of the Class of 2022 along with retired PGA Tour
commissioner Tim Finchem, U.S. Women’s Open champion Susie Maxwell Berning and Marion Hollins,
a U.S. Women’s Amateur champion and golf course architect who was recognised posthumously.
During his career, Woods has broken many golfing records, establishing himself as arguably the greatest
golfer of all time.
He has won 15 majors, surpassed only by Jack Nicklaus’ 18, as well as a joint-record 82 wins on the PGA
Tour.

9. Haryana CM announces Sushma Swaraj Award for women
•

•
•
•
•

Haryana Chief Minister, Manohar Lal Khattar, while presenting the state budget, has announced a
‘Sushma Swaraj Award’ for women for their significant achievements or contribution in different walks
of life in the international and national spheres.
The Sushma Swaraj Award will carry an award money of Rs 5 lakh along with a commendation.
Sushma Swaraj was a lawyer of the Supreme Court as well as an Indian politician.
She was a senior member of the Bharatiya Janata Party, served as India’s Minister of External Affairs
during the first Narendra Modi government (2014–2019).
After Indira Gandhi, she was the second woman to occupy this position.
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By Sameer Singhal
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