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National News
Novak Djokovic clinches 90th ATP title after registering straight-sets victory over Stefanos Tsitsipas in Astana Open inal

● Tennis star Novak Djokovic clinched his 90th ATP title after registering a straight-sets victory over
Stefanos Tsitsipas in the inal of Astana Open in Kazakhstan yesterday.

● The 21-time Grand Slam champion from Serbia beat his Greek opponent 6-3, 6-4.
● It was the Wimbledon champion’s fourth title of the year, including Rome and Tel Aviv.
● With the impressive win in Astana, the Serbian player joined Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer in the
list of players in Open Era with 90 or more ATP titles.

● In men’s doubles summit clash at the Astana open, Nikola Mektic and Mate Pavic captured their
ifth tour-level title of the season, downing Frenchmen Adrian Mannarino and Fabrice Martin 6-4,
6-2.

World Mental Health Day being observed across globe

● World Mental Health Day is being observed across the globe today.
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● 10th of October is observed as World Mental Health Day to promote global mental health education, awareness and advocacy against social stigma.

● The Day provides an opportunity for all stakeholders working on mental health issues to talk
about their work, and what more needs to be done to make mental health care a reality for people
worldwide.

● The theme for this year is ‘Make Mental Health and Well-Being for All a Global Priority’.
Samajwadi Party patriarch CM Mulayam Singh Yadav passes away

● Samajwadi Party patriarch and former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav passed
away this morning after prolonged illness.

● The 82 year old veteran leader breathed his last at a private hospital in Gurugram, Haryana. Currently a member of Lok Sabha from Mainpuri, Uttar Pradesh, he was elected to the house seven
times.

● Born in 1939 in Saifai village of Uttar Pradesh, Mulayam Singh Yadav became chief minister of Uttar Pradesh 3 times.

● He also served as Defence Minister between 1996 to 1998. Mulayam Singh Yadav came into politics
after getting in luenced by socialist leaders like Ram Manohar Lohia, Madhu limaye and others.

● He became a prominent face in regional politics. Popularly known as ‘Netaji’ among his party
workers Mulayam Singh Yadav was also called ‘Dhartiputra’ or son of the soil by his supporters.

● He was irst elected to the Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly in 1967 and became member of the
assembly 10 times.

● In 1977, he was inducted into the Cabinet led by Ram Naresh Yadav as the Minister for Cooperatives and Animal Husbandry.

● While he became the president of the Lok Dal (People’s Party) in the same year, he headed the Lok
Dal (B) after a split in the party.

● He was elected as the president of the Janata Dal in 1980. In 1992, he founded the Samajwadi Party
and led his party to power in UP a year later in an alliance with BSP.
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Padma Shri Dr Temsula Ao passes away; PM Modi condoles death

 Former chairperson of Nagaland State Commission for Women, academician, renowned writer
and Padma Shri Dr Temsula Ao passed away on Sunday night at a private hospital in Dimapur. She
was 80.
 “Saddened by the passing away of Dr Temsüla Ao, who played a pivotal role in popularizing the
wonderful Naga culture through her literary works.
 Her efforts in the ields of education and culture were noteworthy. Condolences to her family and
friends.
 May her soul rest in peace,” the Prime Minister tweeted on Monday morning.

Kick Off The Dream: Of icial Slogan, Match Schedule and Host Cities Announced for FIFA Under-17 Women’s World Cup

● Ahmedabad, Bhubaneswar, Guwahati, Kolkata and Navi Mumbai were con irmed as the ive host
cities for the FIFA Under-17 Women’s World Cup.

● 16 teams will compete across 32 matches to lift the trophy on 21 November in Navi Mumbai.
● After the launch of the of icial emblem in November last year, the of icial slogan for the FIFA Under-17 Women’s World Cup - Kick Off The Dream - was also unveiled at the press conference in
New Delhi.

● Union Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur has nominated Law Minister Kiren Rijiju, Athlete
Neeraj Chopra and Actor Ajay Devgan to join the ‘Kick Off The Dream’ campaign and show support
for India female footballers participating in FIFA Under-17 Women’s World Cup for the irst time.
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EC freezes Shiv Sena’s ‘bow & arrow’ symbol; asks Eknath Shinde & Uddhav Thackeray camps
to choose new symbol

● The Election Commission has barred both the groups led by former Maharastra Chief Minister Ud-

dhav Thackeray and State Chief Minster Eknath Shinde from using the party name Shiv Sena in the
upcoming Andheri East Bye-elections and till the inal determination of the dispute in the matter.

● The Commission has issued an interim order to place both the rival groups on even keel and to
protect their rights and interest.

● It said neither of the two groups shall be permitted to use the symbol “Bow and Arrow, reserved
for “Shiv Sena.

● The Commission said, both the groups shall be known by such names as they may choose for their
respective groups, including, if they so desire, linkage with their parent party “Shiv Sena.

● It added, both the groups shall also be allotted such different symbols as they may choose from the

list of free symbols noti ied by the Election Commission for the purposes of the current bye-elections.

Harmanpreet Singh named FIH Player of the Year

● India men’s hockey team defender and vice-captain Harmanpreet Singh has been voted the FIH
Player of the Year for the second year running.

● The 26-year-old became just the fourth player to win the Player of the Year award (men’s category)

in consecutive years, joining an elite list that includes Teun De Nooijer (Netherlands), Jamie Dwyer
(Australia) and Arthur van Doren (Belgium).
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● The India vice-captain has scored an incredible 18 goals from 16 games, with two hat-tricks, in the
FIH Hockey Pro League 2021-22.

● With those 18 goals, he ended the season as the top scorer for India and now holds the record for
most goals scored by a player in a single season of the Pro League.

● Harmanpreet was also in terri ic form at the Asian Champions Trophy last year in Dhaka, where he
scored 8 goals in 6 games, scoring in every single game as India inished on the podium.

● His performances were also crucial to the Indian team that won a silver medal at the Birmingham
2022 Commonwealth Games.

Chandrayaan-2 spectrometer maps abundance of sodium on moon for irst time

● Chandrayaan-2 Orbiter’s X-ray spectrometer ‘CLASS’ has mapped an abundance of sodium on the
moon for the irst time, as per the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).

● As Chandrayaan-1’s X-ray Fluorescence Spectrometer (C1XS) detected sodium from its characteristic line in X-rays, this opened up the possibility of mapping the amount of sodium on the Moon.

● The abundance of sodium was mapped in a recent work published in ‘The Astrophysical Journal

Letters’ for the irst time using CLASS (Chandrayaan-2 Large Area Soft X-ray Spectrometer), the
national space agency.

● Built at the U R Rao Satellite Centre of ISRO in Bengaluru, CLASS provides clean signatures of the
sodium line thanks to its high sensitivity and performance,”.

● A part of the signal could be arising from a thin veneer of sodium atoms weakly bound to the lunar
grains, the study inds.

● These sodium atoms can be nudged out of the surface by solar wind or ultraviolet radiation more
easily than if they were part of the lunar minerals.

● Also shown is a diurnal variation of the surface sodium that would explain the continuous supply
of atoms to the exosphere, sustaining it.
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Pankaj Advani pockets world title number 25 in Kuala Lumpur

● Indian cueist, Pankaj Advani defended his World Billiards Championships (150-up) title for the

5th time, beating compatriot Sourav Kothari in the best-of-7 frames inal at the High End Snooker
Club in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia for a record 25th title at the global level.

● Pankaj’s last world title came over 12 months ago in Qatar where he won the IBSF Six-Red Snooker
World Cup.

● In the irst frame, Advani made his intentions clear that this title was his from word go.
● He opened the proceedings without any delay to secure the irst frame with a 149 break while his
opponent, who is still seeking his maiden IBSF World title, had yet to score a point in the 150-up
format.

● The best-of-seven summit clash saw Advani compete iercely to ensure he completed a billiards
National-Asian-World golden trifecta in the same calendar year for a record ifth time.

● The second frame went Advani’s way after Kothari failed to capitalize with the limited chances given to him by his worthy opponent.

IREDA celebrates “Cyber Jaagrukta Diwas”

● To create cybersecurity awareness among all employees, Indian Renewable Energy Development
Agency Ltd. (IREDA) observed the “Cyber Jagrukta Diwas’

● On this occasion, Shri Alok Kumar, Information Security Consultant, AKS IT Services, shared his
insights with IREDA employees on the practice of cyber hygiene.

● Cyber Jaagrukta Diwas is an initiative launched by the Ministry of Home Affairs that requires all
government organizations to spread cybersecurity awareness.
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● It is observed on irst Wednesday of every month. The purpose is to create awareness and sensitize
the Internet users on safeguarding against cyber frauds and cybercrimes.

● The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has requested all of ices/branches/sections, PSUs, etc., to
observe Cyber Jagrookta (Awareness) Diwas on the irst Wednesday of every month and prepare
an Annual Action Plan in this regard.

PM Narendra Modi addresses 2nd UN World Geospatial Information Congress

● Prime Minister Narendra Modi today emphasized that there is a need for an institutional approach
by the international community to help each other during a crisis.

● Terming the COVID-19 pandemic as a wake up call, Mr Modi said, global organizations like the
United Nations can lead the way in taking resources to the last mile in every region.

● The Prime minister said Hand-holding and technology transfer are also crucial in ighting climate
change.

● Addressing the United Nations World Geospatial International Congress being held in Hyderabad
via video message, Mr Modi said India is a young nation with great innovative spirit.

● Welcoming the delegates the Prime Minister said, the city is known for its culture and cuisine, its
hospitality and hi-tech vision.

● Underlining the theme of the conference, ‘Geo-enabling the Global Village: No one should be left

behind’ the Prime minister said India has been working on a vision of Antyodaya which means
empowering the last person at the last mile, in a mission mode.

● Mr Modi highlighted 450 million unbanked people, were brought under banking net and 135 million people, were given insurance.

International Day of Girl Child: - ‘Our time is now - our rights, our future’

● Today is International Day of the Girl Child.
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● In December 2011 the United Nations General Assembly adopted Resolution to declare 11th Oc-

tober as the International Day of the Girl Child to recognize girls’ rights and the unique challenges
girls face around the world.

● This year’s theme for the International Day of the Girl Child is - ‘Our time is now - our rights, our
future.’

Cristiano Ronaldo scripts yet another incredible record, nets 700th club goal of his career

● Cristiano Ronaldo reached another historic landmark in his extraordinary career by scoring his
700th club goal to seal Manchester United’s comeback win over Everton.

● The 37-year-old Portuguese forward becomes the irst and only player in this present generation
to score seven times a hundred goals in football history.

● His 700th club goal extends his tally over Lionel Messi with Argentina forward scoring 691 goals
for Fc Barcelona and Paris Saint Germain.

● Having started his career in 2002, 700 goals means Ronaldo has averaged 35 goals a season. Cris-

tiano Ronaldo’s 700th club goal comes 20 years and two days after his irst goal for Sporting Lisbon.

● The ive-time Ballon d’Or winner scored his irst professional goal on October 7, 2002, at the age of
17 years, 8 months, and 3 days. He scored a brace in Sporting Lisbon’s 3-0 win against Moreirense.

● This was his irst goal in senior-level football. He scored his 144th goal for Manchester United in his

two spells at the club, He scored a record 450 goals for Real Madrid, 101 for Juventus, and ive(5)
for Sporting Lisbon.

Max Verstappen win second world title at Japanese GP

● Red Bull driver Max Verstappen was declared Formula One world champion after winning a dra8
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matic rain-shortened Japanese Grand Prix.

● This was the 25-year-old Dutchmans second championship in a row, which he won with four races
to go.

● Red Bull’s Verstappen crossed the line irst and he was then awarded the title when second-place
inisher Charles Leclerc was given a ive-second penalty, dropping him to third.

MS DHONI Launches ‘DRONI - Made in India’ consumer camera Drone Manufactured by Garuda
Aerospace

● Former Indian cricket Mahendra Singh Dhoni has launched the made-in-India camera drone named
‘Droni’ with advanced features manufactured by Garuda Aerospace.

● Dhoni is the brand ambassador of Garuda Aerospace, a company which has attempted to offer

drone solutions for agricultural pesticide spraying, solar panel cleaning, industrial pipeline inspections, mapping, surveying, public announcements, and delivery services. It has ventured into
the consumer drone market with ‘Droni’.

● The event in Chennai also witnessed the launch of a new ‘Kisan Drone’ that is aimed at the agriculture sector, particularly in spraying applications.

● This battery-powered drone is capable of carrying out agricultural pesticide spraying over a land
area of 30 acres per day.

● The Global Drone Expo witnessed 1,500+ participants from 14 international drone companies and
representatives from over 28 states and union territories which attracted investors, youth and
stakeholders and outlined a path forward for the drone industry.

Gulf Oil ropes in Cricketer Smriti Mandhana as brand ambassador
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● Indian cricket star Smriti Mandhana has signed on as a brand ambassador of lubricant manufacturer Gulf Oil India.

● India women’s vice-captain joins current men’s cricket ace Hardik Pandya and former captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni as an ambassador for the company.

● Through the partnership, Gulf Oil stated that it aims to ‘celebrate women power’ and ‘inspire fe-

male audience in the country’, while also honouring the achievements of Indian women cricketers.

● With this association, Gulf Oil claims to have become the irst company in the lubricant space to
appoint a woman cricketer as ambassador to represent the organisation and its ethos.

PM Narendra Modi addresses UN World Geospatial International Congress

● Addressing the Second United Nations World Geospatial International Congress via video mes-

sage, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that steps taken by India over the past few years has
been of empowering the “last person at the last mile’’, re lecting the theme of this year’s conference
— ‘Geo-Enabling the Global Village: No one should be left behind’.

● Welcoming the international delegates to India, the Prime Minister said, “We have been working

on a vision of Antyodaya which means empowering the last person at the last mile, in a mission
mode.

● 450-million unbanked people, a population greater than that of USA, were brought under banking
net and 135- million people, about twice the population of France, were given insurance.

● Sanitation facilities were taken to 110-million families and tap water connections to over 60-million households. India is ensuring no one is left behind.’’

● The PM further pointed out that technology and talent are the two pillars that are key to India’s
development journey.

Those visiting Europe can make payments via UPI

10
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● Pay in Europe using UPI soon: NPCI International Payments Ltd (NIPL) and European payment

services provider Worldline established a corporation due to which Indians will soon be able to
make payments through UPI (United Payments Interface) across Europe.

● The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)’s international division is called NIPL .
● The aim of the collaboration between NIPL and Worldline is to increase the adoption of Indian
payment methods in Europe.

● Worldline will increase convenience for Indian clients in the European markets as part of the cooperation by enabling point-of-sale (POS) systems at businesses to accept payments from UPI
(United Payments Interface).

● Later, customers from India will also be able to pay with their RuPay debit or credit cards in Europe.

● Indian clients currently use international card networks to make payments.
● UPI enables access to various bank accounts via a single mobile application.
● This will ultimately improve customer experience while providing new business opportunities for
retailers.

● Due to an increase in foot traf ic and expenditure from Indian tourists, this will result in a variety
of customer- related merchant bene its, according to NPCI and Worldline’s announcement.

Two Chief Justices for High Courts of Rajasthan, Karnataka, J-K, and Ladakh

● Two Chief Justices for High Courts: The central government announced the appointment of two
judges as chief justices of the high courts in Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, and Karnataka.

● It also announced the transfer of the chief justice of the J&K high court to the Rajasthan high court.
● Noti ications were released by the law ministry’s Department of Justice, in this regard.
● According to the Constitution’s provisions, Justice Prasanna B. Varale has been named the Karnataka High Court’s Chief Justice.

● Justice AM Magrey has been named the Chief Justice of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.
● Justice Pankaj Mithal has been appointed Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court, according to
Kiran Rijiju.

● The Chief Justice of the Karnataka High Court, Justice Prasanna B. Varale, and the Chief Justice of
11
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the Jammu and Kashmir High Court, Justice Ali Mohammad Magrey, were both recommended for
elevation by the Supreme Court collegium during its meeting on September 28.

Ananth Narayan Gopalakrishnan assumes charge as whole-time member at Sebi

● Former banker Ananth Narayan Gopalakrishnan took charge as the fourth whole time member
(WTM) in the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi).

● Narayan, who has been a member of various advisory committees of Sebi and RBI, has been appointed for an initial period of three years.

● Before assuming charge, Narayan was an associate professor at SP Jain Institute of Management

& Research. He has over two and half decades of experience in the banking and inancial markets,
during which he held the position of Regional Head of Financial Markets for ASEAN and South Asia
at Standard Chartered Bank.

● He has strong expertise in foreign currency, interest rates, derivatives and debt capital markets.
Narayan has also worked with Deutsche Bank and Citibank.

Centre extends ethanol subsidy scheme till March 2023

● The Centre has extended the timeline for disbursement of loans up to March 31 under the ethanol

blending programme interest subsidy scheme, noti ied irst in 2018, to facilitate entrepreneurs to
complete their projects while availing of government support.

● The Food Ministry issued a noti ication on October 6 stating the applicants who have submitted

their applications to DFPD after the date of noti ication of the scheme but within the cut-off date
prescribed in the noti ication.
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● Loans were disbursed to them prior to the in-principle approval of DFPD, and will also be eligible
for interest subvention under the scheme.

● The applicants have been asked to complete their projects within two and half years after receiving
their irst installment, said the noti ication.

Union Minister Anurag Thakur inaugurates Water Sports Center in Himachal Pradesh

● Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports, Anurag Singh Thakur inaugurated a Water Sports Center in the Koldam Barmana, Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh.

● The Water Sports Center, the very irst of its kind in Himachal Pradesh, has been jointly initiated by
the Sports Authority of India (SAI) and National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC).

● The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was also exchanged between SAI and NTPC during the
event.

● The center will be dedicated to training athletes in water sports like Rowing, Canoeing and Kayaking.

● Anurag Thakur said that this water sports centre at NTPC Koldam would be a big sports facility for
the children of Himachal Pradesh in future.

● He said that this water sports center has a straight range of 3 km, which is found in some places.
● Many of our water sports athletes will come here to learn. Good coaches have also been arranged.
There are very good facilities here.

● The Union Minister further said, “40 players will be selected who will take part in rowing, kayaking
and canoeing.

● There are state-of-the-art equipment and hostels and training facilities for boys and girls. We are
hopeful that the center will also hold national competitions.

EU parliament approved adoption of world’s irst single charger rule
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● According to a new law passed by the European Union parliament, all new smartphones, tablets
and cameras will have a single standard charger from late 2024.

● The law was adopted with a vote of 602 in favour, and 13 against.
● It mandates smartphone, laptop and camera manufacturing companies to adopt a standard charger, at least in Europe.

● Makers of laptops will have extra time, from early 2026, to also follow suit.
● EU policymakers say the single charger rule will simplify the life of Europeans, reduce the mountain of obsolete chargers and reduce costs for consumers.

● It is expected to save at least 200 million euros ($195 million) per year and cut more than a thousand tonnes of EU electronic waste every year.

● The European Union’s 27 countries are home to 450 million people who count among the world’s
wealthiest consumers.

● Regulatory changes in the bloc often set global industry norms in what is known as the Brussels
Effect. The EU move is expected to ripple around the world.

Multi-State Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2022 gets Cabinet approval

● The Union Cabinet has approved the Multi-State Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2022.
● It seeks to amend the Multi-State Cooperative Societies Act, 2002.
● Brie ing media in New Delhi yesterday, Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur
said, the decision will improve governance, enhance transparency and accountability in the Multi
State Cooperative Societies.

● He said, election authority will be set up to ensure fair, free and timely elections.
● AIR correspondent reports that the proposed amendments covering major areas of operation and
management will go a long way in strengthening the co-operative movement in the country.

● India has more than 1500 multi-State co-operative societies serving as an important tool to promote economic and social betterment of their members.

● In order to make the governance of these multi-State Cooperative societies more democratic, transparent and accountable, provisions for setting up of the Cooperative Election Authority, Coopera14

www.plutusacademy.com

tive Information Of icer and Cooperative Ombudsman have been proposed in the amendment.

PM Modi lags off Vande Bharat Express from Una in Himachal Pradesh to New Delhi

● Prime Minister Narendra Modi lags off Vande Bharat Express from Una in Himachal Pradesh to
New Delhi.

● This is the fourth Vande Bharat train to be introduced in the country.
● The introduction of the train will help boost tourism in the region and provide a comfortable and
faster mode of travel.

● Mr Modi will also dedicate Indian Institute of Information Technology (IIIT) Una to the nation.
● The foundation stone of this institute was laid by the Prime Minister in 2017.
● Later in the day, Prime Minister will also lay the foundation stone of two hydropower projects in
Chamba.

● These projects will generate over 270 million units of electricity annually and Himachal Pradesh is
expected to get annual revenue of around one hundred ten crore rupees.

Indian Navy Conducts Offshore Security Exercise, ‘Prasthan’

● The Offshore Security Exercise, ‘Prasthan’ in the Offshore Development Area (ODA) off Kakinada
was conducted by Eastern Naval Command on Wednesday.

● The Half Yearly Exercise was conducted in the KG basin to validate SOPs, address various contingencies and strengthen the command & control organisation towards Maritime Security.

15
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● The exercise is coordinated by the Indian Navy and involves all stakeholders in the maritime domain, including oil and gas operators, the State Marine Police, Dept of Fisheries and the Indian
Coast Guard, etc.

INS Tarkash reaches South Africa to participate in 7th edition of IBSAMAR

● INS Tarkash reached Port Grequhrea, also known as Port Elizabeth in South Africa to participate

in the seventh edition of IBSAMAR, a joint multinational maritime exercise among Indian, Brazilian
and South African Navies.

● The harbour phase of IBSAMAR VII includes professional exchanges such as damage control and
ire- ighting drills, and interaction among special forces.

● The Indian Navy is represented by the Teg class guided missile frigate, INS Tarkash, a Chetak helicopter and the personnel from the Marine Commando Force (MARCOS).

● The Joint Maritime Exercise will strengthen maritime security, joint operational training, sharing
of best practices and building interoperability to address common maritime threats.

NASA announces DART mission test successful

● The American space agency, NASA announced the results of its Double Asteroid Redirection Test
(DART) mission on Tuesday.

● Terming the test successful, the agency said, the DART spacecraft that deliberately crashed into an
asteroid last month succeeded in changing the asteroid’s motion in Space.

● DART is a spacecraft designed to impact an asteroid as a test of the technology. DART’s target asteroid is not a threat to Earth.

● NASA’s Chief, Bill Nelson in a statement said that this was the irst time humanity has altered the
16
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motion of a celestial body.

Tom Cruise To Become First Actor to Film a Movie in Space

● Hollywood Actor Tom Cruise, who is renowned for pulling off high-octane stunts in his projects, is
taking things to the next level and may soon become the irst actor to shoot in space.

● The Top Gun actor has reportedly partnered with director Doug Liman on a project that calls for
him to perform a spacewalk.

● The Hollywood actor and director have reportedly approached the Universal Filmed Entertainment Group (UFEG) with a proposal for Tom to launch himself up to the International Space Station.

● The project was initially slated for 2020, but the Covid-19 outbreak put the project on hold.
● The movie is currently in the conceptual stage and hasn’t started shooting yet.
● Tom Cruise would be the irst movie celebrity to ilm on the International Space Station if the ilm
is successful, as was previously announced.

● Liman was asked about reports that the movie will cost around $200 million but she insisted they
are yet to work out the inal budget.

● Presumably, a light to space for Cruise and a ilm crew will cost a packet.
South Indian Bank enters World Book of Records for ‘101 Oonjals’

● South Indian Bank bagged a world record for staging and swinging the highest 101.

17

www.plutusacademy.com

● The South Indian Bank has organized an event ‘Onnichirikkam Oonjaladam’ and was accoladed
with the World Book of Records award for ‘staging and swinging 101 Oonjals’.

● The event ‘Onnichirikkam Oonjaladam’ saw people gathered in large numbers to celebrate unity
and prosperity during the ongoing festival season.

● Swings were made using wood and rope in the traditional way.
● The World Book of Records team presented the Award to South Indian Bank of icials.
● All 101 swings were staged and swung together by the people. There was happiness and togetherness during the event.

● Seeing everyone taking part in something together naturally brings happiness to all of us.
● An Oonjal is a sturdy rectangular plank suspended by iron link chains hooked to the ceiling of a hall
or balcony.

Roger Binny to replace Sourav Ganguly as BCCI president, Jay Shah to remain secretary

● India’s 1983 World Cup hero, Roger Binny is set to become the new BCCI president, replacing
Sourav Ganguly.

● Binny will assume charge on October 18, when the BCCI annual general meeting will be held, in
Mumbai.

● Jay Shah will continue as BCCI secretary, the most in luential position in the board. Rajiv Shukla
will also stay on as the board’s vice president.

● Binny, 67, has a lot of experience in cricket administration. He has served in different positions at

the Karnataka State Cricket Association (KSCA) over the years, and has been its president since
2019.

● Prior to that, Binny also was part of the KSCA administrations led by Patel and Anil Kumble (201012).

● The age-cap rule, which has led to end of Patel’s run, will also restrict 1983 World Cup-winner
Binny’s tenure to one term of three years.
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President Droupadi Murmu inaugurates ‘PARAM KAMRUPA’ Supercomputer facility at IIT Guwahati

● President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu, inaugurated ‘PARAM KAMRUPA’ Supercomputer facility

and a high-power active and passive component laboratory of SAMEER at Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati on the irst day of her visit to the State.

● The Param Kamrupa, one of its kind supercomputers in the North East region, installed under the
National Supercomputing Mission.

● In the same function, the President virtually inaugurated Dhubri Medical College and Hospital, and

laid foundation stone for Zonal Institutes of National Institute of Virology at Dibrugarh in Assam
and Jabalpur of Madhya Pradesh.

● Addressing the gathering at IIT Guwahati the President Smt. Murmu said that North Eastern states

are making big strides towards development and making extraordinary efforts to provide high
quality education and healthcare system to the people of the region. This region should be the
torchbearer of the country.

● The President said that the Super Computer Param Kamrupa will provide advance computing,
healthcare techniques along with solutions for many issues to this region.

● She also informed that many components of this super computer developed indigenously.
17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas to be held at Indore in January 2023

● The 17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas Convention will be held in Indore, Madhya Pradesh in January
next year.

● External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar on Thursday launched the website of 17th Pravasi Bhar-

tiya Divas Convention with Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Minister of
State for External Affairs V Muraleedharan through video conferencing.
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● Dr. Jaishankar said, the Narendra Modi Government has always accorded the highest priority to the
Indian Diaspora which is more than 32 million.

● He said, Government’s engagement is founded on the 4Cs- Care, Connect, Celebrate and Contribute.
● The External Affairs Minister expressed con idence that the 17th PBD Convention will be an important landmark event in the post-pandemic world.

● He said, coming January 2023, look forward to Madhya Pradesh’s warm hospitality.
● Secretary in Consular, Passport, Visa and Overseas Indian Affairs Division of Ministry of External
Affairs Ausaf Sayeed was also present on the occasion.

Indian discus thrower Kamalpreet Kaur BANNED for three years for doping violation

● Indian discus thrower, Kamalpreet Kaur has been banned from competition for three years, start-

ing March 29, 2022, due to a doping violation, the Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) announced on
October 12.

● The AIU, which is the independent body created by World Athletics that manages all integrity issues – including doping and age fraud, had provisionally suspended Kamalpreet in May this year
for testing positive for the banned substance stanozolol, an anabolic steroid that is on the list of
banned substances as per the World Athletics.

● Kamalpreet Kaur’s samples had been tested at a World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)-accredited
lab in Lausanne, Switzerland.

● The 26-year-old had tested her samples at a private lab and was also allowed by the WADA to have
them tested at the National Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL) in New Delhi, both of which came up
positive for stanozolol.

● The Athlete has failed to demonstrate that the Anti-Doping Rule Violations were not intentional.

Therefore, the mandatory period of Ineligibility is a period of Ineligibility of four (4) years,” the
AIU said.

● However, Rule 10.8.1 ADR provides that an athlete potentially subject to an asserted period of In-

eligibility of four (4) years may bene it from a one (1)-year reduction in the period of Ineligibility
based on an early admission and acceptance of sanction,” it added.
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Israel and Lebanon reach historic agreement to resolve a long-running maritime border dispute

● Lebanon and Israel have reached a “historic” deal to end a long-running maritime border dispute
in the gas-rich Mediterranean Sea, according to negotiators from the two countries.

● Lebanon’s deputy speaker Elias Bou Saab said, after submitting the United States-brokered inal

draft of the deal to President Michel Aoun, that an agreement had been reached that satis ies both
sides.

● While limited in scope, an agreement may ease security and economic concerns between the two
countries.

● The deal would resolve a territorial dispute in the eastern tip of the Mediterranean Sea in an area

where Lebanon aims to explore for natural gas, and near waters where Israel has already found
commercially viable quantities of hydrocarbons.

Google launches Play Points in India

● Google is set to launch Play Points, a global rewards Programme for users in India.
● Users will earn points when they purchase with Google Play, including in-app items, apps, games,
and subscriptions.

● The reward program has four levels known as platinum, gold, silver, and bronze.
● The levels will provide members with perks and prizes. The levels and tiers are based on the number of points they have collected.

● The users can redeem the points awarded in the Play Store.
● Google has partnered with developers of popular apps and games across the world to help users to
redeem their points on special in-app items.

21

www.plutusacademy.com

● Google Play in partnership with more than 30 titles that include games from global studios like
Miniclip, in India.

● It has also partnered with local studios like Gammation, Gameberry labs, Truecaller, etc.
● The Play Points by Google is available in 28 countries and Google claims that more than 100 million people ind value in the program.

● Google Play Points will also provide local developers a new avenue to build a local and global user
base.

4th Heli-India Summit 2022 inaugurated by Jyotiraditya Scindia

● Minister of Civil Aviation Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia inaugurated the 4th Heli-India Summit 2022.
● The civil enclave will be built in Jammu for Rs 861 crore and Srinagar’s present terminal will be
expanded three times from 20,000 square meters to 60,000 square meters for Rs 1500 crores.

● The 4th Heli-India Summit 2022 was inaugurated with the theme of ‘Helicopters for Last Mile
Connectivity’ at Sher-i-Kashmir International Conference Center, Srinagar in the presence of Lieutenant Governor of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir Majon Sinha.

● During the summit Scindia highlighted the decrease in VAT on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) from
26.5 percent.

● The Jammu and Kashmir government has set a new project for air connectivity in the Union Territory with a 360 percent increase in refueling, increasing the air connectivity to Jammu and Kashmir.

● From 1947 to 2014, India had only 74 airports, but today there are 141 airports with 67 added in
the last seven years according to the Civil Aviation Minister.

Nitin Gadkari Unveils Toyota Corolla Altis Flex-Fuel Car in India

● Union Minister for Road, Transport & Highways, Nitin Gadkari has unveiled the Toyota Corolla Altis

Flex-fuel car, which has been touted as irst of its kind pilot project on Flexi-Fuel Strong Hybrid
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Electric Vehicles (FFV-SHEV) in India.

● This project intends to examine whether ethanol-powered lex-fuel vehicles can be viable in Indian
conditions.

● Collected data will be shared with the prestigious Indian Institute of Science, for conducting a
deeper study about the well-to-wheel carbon emissions of FFV / FFV-SHEV in the Indian context.

● In this regard, a Memorandum of Understanding was also signed between Toyota Kirloskar Motor
(TKM) and the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore.

● The lex-fuel production has already commenced in India with three grades namely E95, E90, E85
initially developed.

● The nomenclature of the aforementioned fuel grades is based on the percentage of petrol againt
the percentage of ethanol mix.

● The lex-fuel sedan was imported from Toyota Brazil.
● Powered by a 1.8L ethanol petrol hybrid engine, it runs on fuel with ethanol content ranging be-

tween 20-100 per cent while generating a power output of nearly 101 bhp and torque performance of 142 Nm.

● The petrol engine is paired with a 1.3 kWh battery which churns out 72 bhp and 163 Nm. This
powertrain combination is linked to a CVT gearbox.

Himachal Pradesh starts new scheme to help farmers

● The state government of Himachal Pradesh has started a new scheme named ‘HIMCAD’, to provide
irrigation facilities to farmers.

● According to the latest data, about 80% of the agricultural area of Himachal Pradesh is rain-fed.
● The scheme will provide end-to-end connectivity of farmers’ ields for better water conservation,
crop diversi ication and integrated farming.

● Under the scheme, it is planned to provide command area development activities to 23,344 hectares of cultivable command area by March 2024, and the State Technical Advisory Committee has
approved 379 minor irrigation schemes worth Rs 305.70 crore. About 80 per cent of the agricultural area of the state is rain-fed.

● In order to provide irrigation facilities to the farmers in the state, the government has implement-

ed schemes like Flow Irrigation Scheme, Ef icient Irrigation Scheme through Micro Irrigation, Jal
Se Krishi Ka Bal, construction of Lift Irrigation Scheme and Borewell etc.
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● Under the scheme, to provide Command Area Development activities to 23,344 hectares of Culti-

vable Command Area (CCA) by March 2024, the State Technical Advisory Committee has approved
379 completed Minor Irrigation Schemes worth Rs. 305.70 crores. The development work of these
schemes is in various stages.

Indian shooter Rudrankksh Patil bags Gold medal at ISSF World Championship in Egypt

● In the ISSF World Championship, Indian shooter Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil won the gold medal
in men’s 10m air ri le event in Cairo, Egypt yesterday.

● With this win, he also secured a 2024 Paris Olympics quota for the country. In the gold medal match,
he defeated Italy’s Danilo Dennis Sollazzo 17-15.

● He is only the second Indian to achieve the feat after Olympic champion Abhinav Bindra, who had
won the gold in this event in 2006 in Zagreb, Croatia.

● This was Rurankksh’s irst appearance at a World Championship.

ISSF World Championship: India bags bronze medal in shooting

● India began their ISSF World Championship campaign with a bronze in the women’s 25m pistol
team junior competition in Cairo, Egypt yesterday.

● The trio of Esha Singh, Naamya Kapoor, and Vibhuti Bhatia demolished team Germany 17-1 in the
bronze medal match to get India on the medal tally on day one of the competition.

● Esha, Naamya, and Vibhuti inished fourth in the irst round of quali ication with a score of 856 to
make it to the next stage in third position.

● In the next round, they shot 437 to inish behind the Germans in fourth position to qualify for the
bronze medal match. China won the gold in the event while Korea bagged silver.
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ISRO to launch 36 satellites of UK’s global communications network OneWeb on October 23

● Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will launch 36 satellites of UK’s global communica-

tions network OneWeb on 23rd of this month. The launch of satellites is scheduled for 12.07 AM
on October 23.

● The commercial launch onboard the GSLV-Mk3, India’s heaviest satellite, is being facilitated by
Space PSU NewSpace India Limited (NSIL).

● NSIL has signed two launch service contracts with OneWeb for launching the irm’s LEO (low Earth
orbit) broadband communication satellites onboard the GSLV-Mk3.

Global Hunger Index 2022: India ranks 107th

● India ranks 107 out of 121 countries on the Global Hunger Index in which it fares worse than all
countries in South Asia barring war-torn Afghanistan.

● India’s score of 29.1 places it in the ‘serious’ category. India also ranks below Sri Lanka (64), Nepal
(81), Bangladesh (84), and Pakistan (99).

● Afghanistan (109) is the only country in South Asia that performs worse than India on the index.
● China is among the countries collectively ranked between 1 and 17 having a score of less than ive.
● India’s child wasting rate (low weight for height), at 19.3%, is worse than the levels recorded in
2014 (15.1%) and even 2000 (17.15%), and is the highest for any country in the world and drives
up the region’s average owing to India’s large population.
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Iraqi Parliament elects Abdul Latif Rashid as country’s new President

● The Iraqi Parliament chose Kurdish politician, Abdul Latif Rashid to lead the country.
● Rashid won more than 160 votes against 99 for the incumbent Saleh. Rashid, 78, is a British-educated engineer and was the Iraqi minister of water resources from 2003-2010.

● Outgoing President Saleh reportedly walked out of the parliament building as the votes were tallied.

● Rashid was born in 1944 in the northeastern Sulaymaniyah region of Iraq. He graduated as a civil

engineer from the University of Liverpool in 1968. He went on to complete his engineering doctorate in 1976 from the University of Manchester.

● Rashid has a long history in Iraqi politics. He served as the minister of water resources from 2003
to 2010 and then as the senior adviser to the President. He can speak speaks Kurdish, Arabic and
English.

● Rashid is a member of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) party. He was also the former spokesperson for the PUK in Britain.

● Although the veteran Kurdish politician is considered accommodating, he is seen as a compromise
candidate for the polarised country, AFP reported.

World Students Day 2022

● October 15 is celebrated as World Students’ Day to commemorate the birth anniversary of Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam, a celebrated Aerospace scientist and former President of India.

● The day is marked to acknowledge his efforts toward students and education. Dr Kalam was born
on October 15, 1931.

● He served as an inspiration to many students to achieve and do something remarkable.
● After his tenure as the President came to an end, he became a visiting faculty at the Indian Institute
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of Management (IIM) in Shillong, IIM-Indore and IIM- Ahmedabad.

● Dr APJ Abdul Kalam was a dedicated student with a deep passion to learn. Despite inancial constraints, he completed his graduation in Physics and later studied Aerospace Engineering at the
Madras Institute of Technology.

● He became India’s most famous nuclear scientist and was known as the ‘Missile Man of India’. He
played a crucial role in the Pokhran-II nuclear tests in 1998.

● During his ive-year tenure as the country’s President, between 2002 to 2007, he was fondly called
the ‘People’s President’.

Times Higher Education Rankings 2023: IISc tops, top 10 Indian Universities

● Times Higher Education Rankings 2023 has been announced. This year, the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore has secured the top place among Indian universities.

● Five Indian universities made it into the world’s top 500 universities. IISc has been placed under
the 251-300 bracket. The complete list of the top 10 Indian Universities is enlisted below.

● In total, 22 Indian universities made it below rank 800 – three of which were debutant entries.
● DTU, Graphic Era University, IIT Indore, IIIT, Delhi, Jamia Hamdard University, JNU, Kalasalingam
Academy of Research and Education, and KIIT University also have been put under the 601-800
bracket.

● Globally, the University of Oxford continued to retain the top spot for the seventh consecutive year,
while the University of Cambridge jumped to joint third from joint ifth last year.

● The US is the most-represented country overall with 177 institutions in the overall ranking list.
● A record number of 1,799 universities from 104 countries and regions are ranked, 137 more than
last year.

By Sameer Singhal
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