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Electric two-wheeler manufacturer Ather Energy has partnered State Bank of India to
provide customers with vehicle nancing.
As part of the association Ather Energy customers will get instant loans at interest rates as
low as 9.55 percent per annum. Pre-approved loans will also be administered, depending
on the buyer’s creditworthiness.
SBI will oﬀer the vehicle loans on their YONO mobile application as well as at their
branch network, as the public sector lender ensures ease of adoption for the buyers.
With this collaboration, the original equipment manufacturer (OEM) aims to accelerate
the growth of the electric vehicle (EV) ecosystem in the country.
e customers, depending on their pro les, will be eligible to avail loans up to 85 percent
of the on-road prices of the electric two-wheelers.
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Union Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman has inaugurated the National Museum of
Customs and GST “Dharohar” in Goa as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav Iconic
week of the Ministry of Finance, being celebrated from June 6 to 12.
e two-storey ‘Blue building’, which was earlier known as Alfandega, during the period
of Portuguese rule in Goa, has been standing on the banks of the Mandovi River in Panaji
for more than 400 years.
Dharohar is one of its kind museum in the country that showcases not only the artefacts
seized by Indian Customs but also depicts various aspects of work performed by the
Customs Department while safeguarding the economic frontiers of the country, its
heritage, ora & fauna and the society.
Dharohar has 8 galleries viz: Introductory gallery, History of Taxation Gallery, Guardians
of our economic frontiers gallery, Guardians of our Art & Heritage, Guardians of Flora
& Fauna, Custodians of our social well being, Journey of Indirect taxes -Salt Tax to GST
and the GST gallery.
e Museum provides the rare opportunity of having a peep into the working of the
Department over the years ushering in change in its methodologies to meet the emanating
challenges while at the same time providing yeomen service to the Nation.
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Chinese technology conglomerate Tencent has bought stake worth USD 264 million
(about Rs 2,060 crore) in Flipkart from its co-founder Binny Bansal through its European
subsidiary, according to oﬃcial documents.
Singapore-headquartered e-commerce rm Flipkart has operations in India only.
Bansal holds around 1.84 per cent stake in Flipkart aer selling part of his stake to Tencent
Cloud Europe BV.
Post the transaction, Tencent arm holds 0.72 per stake in Flipkart which is valued at
around USD 264 million, as per last valuation of USD 37.6 billion disclosed by the
e-commerce rm in July 2021.
e company’s valuation surged to USD 37.6 billion aer raising USD 3.6 billion (about
₹26,805.6 crore) in funding round led by Singapore’s sovereign wealth fund GIC, CPP
Investments, SoBank Vision Fund 2 and Walmart.
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International Albinism Awareness Day is observed by the United Nations on June 13
every year.
e day represents the importance and celebration of human rights of people with
albinism.
e United Nations Human Rights Council adopted this resolution and put its rm foot
down for the prevention of attacks and discrimination against people with albinism.
is day is mandated to remind people of the perils of the past and the path to the future
in the case of albinism and the people living with it.
e theme for International Albinism Awareness Day 2022 is “United in making our
voice heard”.
According to the United Nations, the theme was chosen because including voices of
persons with albinism is essential to ensure equality #Inclusion4equality
Albinism is a rare, non-contagious, genetically inherited diﬀerence present at birth. In
almost all types of albinism, both parents must carry the gene for it to be passed on, even
if they do not have albinism themselves.
e condition is found in both sexes regardless of ethnicity and in all countries of the
world.
Albinism results in a lack of pigmentation (melanin) in the hair, skin and eyes, causing
vulnerability to the sun and bright light.
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China has released a new geological map of the moon, which it says is the most detailed
to date, registering even ner details of the lunar surface than mapped by the US in 2020.
e new map, which has details of craters and structures not charted before, will assist in
further research of the moon.
e world’s most detailed map of the moon released by China is expected to make a
great contribution to the scienti c research, exploration, and landing site selection on
the moon.
e new comprehensive geological map of the moon released by China is to a scale of
1:2,500,000. It is the most detailed moon map to date. e moon map includes the 12,341
impact craters, 17 rock types, 81 impact basins, and 14 types of structures.
e new signi cant details of moon map have provided abundant information about the
geology of the moon and its evolution.
e most detailed map of the moon was published by Science Bulletin on May 30, 2022.

. ICICI B   ZM   ‘C EMI’ 



ICICI Bank has announced that it has partnered with digital EMI/pay-later platform
ZestMoney, to expand its ‘Cardless EMI’ facility for purchases on retail and e-commerce
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platforms.
e partnership enhances aﬀordability of customers of the Bank who can use preapproved cardless credit to instantly buy products/ services using ZestMoney and take
care of the cost into Equated Monthly Installments (EMIs).
Customers can convert transactions up to Rs 10 lakh into EMIs by simply putting their
registered mobile number, PAN and OTP (received on registered mobile number) at the
check-out of the e-commerce website/app or at the PoS machine in retail outlets, without
using cards.
e facility, in partnership with ZestMoney, is live on select e-commerce websites and
will soon be available at retail stores.
With this partnership, the Bank’s customers will be able to use ZestMoney’s wide merchant
base.
ey will also be able to use ZestMoney’s agship ‘Pay-in-3’ oﬀering, where they can split
the bill into three EMIs without extra cost.
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India now has a Covid-19 vaccine to protect animals from infection. Anocovax has been
developed by Haryana’s ICAR-National Research Centre on Equines.
e vaccine oﬀers protection against both Delta and Omicron variants of the infection,
the institute said as agriculture minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched Anocovax, the
country’s rst indigenously developed Covid-19 vaccine for animals.
e institute also launched antibody detection kits for animals.
e vaccine contains inactivated SARS-CoV-2 (Delta) antigen with Alhydrogel as an
adjuvant. It is safe for dogs, lions, leopards, mice and rabbits, it added.
e COVID-19 vaccine for animals, Anocovax, is eﬀective and capable of neutralising
both Delta and Omicron variants of SARS-CoV-2.
By Sameer Singhal
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Indian weightlier Saanapathi Gurunaidu clinched Gold medal in men’s 55 kilogram
event at the IWF Youth World Championships in Leon, Mexico on Sunday.
Two other Indian weightliers Vijay Prajapati and Akansha Kishor Vyavhare clinched
silver medals on the opening day of the event.
Saanapathi won Gold medal in men’s 55 kilogram event with total li of 230 kilogram.
He lied 104 kilogram in Snatch winning Silver while 126 kilogram liing in Clean and
Jerk to nish on the top to grab the Gold medal.
Vijay nished second in the Men’s 49 kilogram event with a total li of 175 kilogram.
Vijay lied 78 kilogram in Snatch and 97 kilogram in the Clean and Jerk category.

. I      FIFA N C 



In Football, India created history by securing a spot at the highly coveted FIFAe Nations
Cup (FeNC) 2022.
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Representatives from the country will join esports athletes from 23 other nations to
compete at the highest level of FIFA 22 Esports from July 26 to 30 in Copenhagen,
Denmark.
Organized and conducted by EA Sports, the FeNC is one of three major esports events
that are held on a worldwide scale to crown the global champions of the game.
is tournament will feature teams representing their nations and competing in a 2v2
format against opponents from all over the world.
e tournament’s Playoﬀs 2022 commenced in June 2022.
In this double elimination bracket, India will take on several top-tier nations from Asia
and Oceania to secure a slot at the prestigious Nations Cup 2022.Charanjot Singh, Siddh
Chandarana and Saransh Jain are the three athletes who will be representing India at the
biggest stage of FIFA Esports at Copenhagen for the Nations Cup 2022.
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Today is World Blood Donor Day. e day is observed every year on 14th of June with an
aim to raise awareness of the need for safe blood and blood products for transfusion and
also to thank voluntary, unpaid blood donors for their life-saving gis of blood.
e slogan for this year is ‘Donating blood is an act of solidarity. Join the eﬀort and save
lives’.
Millions of lives are saved every year by transfusion of blood and blood products in
patients suﬀering from life threatening conditions and during complex medical and
surgical procedures.
It also has an important, life-saving role in maternal and child care and during the
emergency response to man made and natural disasters.
World Blood Donor Day is observed in order to support and provide an opportunity to
health authorities to provide adequate resources to increase the collection of blood from
voluntary, unpaid blood donors, as well as to manage access to blood and transfusion.
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It marks the Birth Anniversary of Karl Landsteiner, who rst distinguished human blood
into A, B, AB and O groups.
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e Khelo India Youth Games 2021 concluded yesterday,with Haryana grabbed the top
position in the medal tally with 52 gold, 39 silver and 46 bronze medals.
Maharashtra got second position by winning 125 medals including 45 gold, 40 silver and
40 bronze medals.
Karnataka remained at third place with 22 gold,17 silver and 28 bronze medals
In the closing ceremony organised at Indradanush Auditorium in Panchkula, Chief Guest
Haryana Governor Bandaru Dattatreya said that he is sure the Khelo India Youth games
will produce international level players.
He said that the players from diﬀerent states did hard work and won the medals.
Addressing the sportspersons on this occasion Union Minister of Youth Aﬀairs and
Sports Anurag akur congratulated the Chief Minister Manohar Lal and Haryana
Sports Minister Sandeep Singh for organizing the fourth edition of Khelo India youth
Games 2021 and providing all the facilities to the participating sports persons.
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Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has launched “StartUps for Railways” in New Delhi
yesterday.
is Start-Ups policy aims to leverage innovative technologies developed by Indian
Startups, MSMEs, Innovators and Entrepreneurs to improve operational eﬃciency and
safety of Indian Railways.
e policy which is part Indian Railways Innovation Programme, will bring scale and
eﬃciency in the eld of operation, maintenance and infrastructure creation through
participation of very large and untapped startup ecosystem.
Speaking on the occasion, Mr Vaishnaw said, through this platform, start-ups will get a
good opportunity to connect with Railways.
He said, out of over 100 problem statements received from diﬀerent divisions, eld oﬃces
or zones of Railways, 11 problem statements like rail fracture and headway reduction
have been taken up for phase 1 of this programme.
e Minister said, these will be presented before the start ups to nd innovative solutions.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi today dedicated to the nation the Shila Mandir - a
rock temple in honour of the 17th century saint, Sant Tukaram at Dehu near Pune in
Maharashtra.
He also interacted with Warkaris, the devotees of Sant Tukaram who undertake the Wari
or holy pilgrimage to Pandharpur.
Built with a special type of Rajasthani stone, Shila Mandir is a temple dedicated to a slab
of stone on which Sant Tukaram had meditated for 13 days.
Devotees of Tukaram, the Warkaris, oﬀer prayers at the Shila Temple before starting their
pilgrimage to Pandharpur.
A new idol of Sant Tukaram has also been installed in the temple near the ‘Shila Mandir’
which was also unveiled by the Prime Minister.
e 17th century Bhakti poet and saint Tukaram was famous for his devotional poetry
known as Abhangas and spiritual songs known as Kirtanas.
His works are central to the Warkari sect in Maharastra. Dehu, on the banks of the
Indrayani River is the birth place of the poet saint.
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e Centre today cleared the AGNIPATH Scheme for recruitment of youth in the Armed
Forces.
Brie ng media in New Delhi with three Service Chiefs, Defense Minister Rajnath Singh
said, the youth selected under this scheme will be known as Agniveers.
He said, the Agniveers will be getting attractive monthly package with Risk and Hardship
allowances as applicable in the three services.
Mr Singh said Agniveers will be also paid one-time Seva Nidhi package upon completion
of engagement period of four years.
e AGNIPATH Scheme cleared by Cabinet Committee on Security allows patriotic and
motivated youth to serve in the Armed Forces for a period of four years.
Over forty six thousand Agniveers to be recruited this year. is is a major defense policy
reform introduced by the Government to usher in a new era in the Human Resource
policy of the three services.
e policy, which comes into immediate eﬀect, will govern the enrollment for the three
services.
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Long distance great Hari Chand, a two-time Olympian and a double Asian Games gold
medallist, passed away in Jalandhar.He was 69.
Chand won the 5000 and 10,000m gold at the 1978 Bangkok Asiad and also the 10,000m
title at the 1975 Asian Championships in Seoul.
Chand, who hailed from Ghorewaha village in Punjab’s Hoshiarpur District, made waves
with his barefoot running and broke the 10,000m National record at the 1976 Montreal
Olympics which stood for 32 years before falling to Surendra Singh
He was eighth in his heats in Montreal, clocking 28:48.72s. And in the next Olympics, in
Moscow 1980, he was 10th in the 10,000m heats and nished 31st in the marathon which
had 74 runners.

. K H    ,  
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Kerala Chief Minister, Pinarayi Vijayan has inaugurated a cancer diagnostics and
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research centre here, which is slated to be the country’s rst oncology laboratory for
comprehensive cancer diagnostic services.
Karkinos Healthcare’s advanced centre for cancer diagnostics and research will serve as a
central lab for analysing specimens at molecular and genomic levels to aid in personalised
targeted therapy, predicting possible response to treatment and evaluate response by
liquid biopsy.
e focus is on early diagnostic tools, molecular assays for precision medicine, which are
not readily available in the country.
e Tata Group is investing Rs 110 crore in Karkinos while Rakuten Medical, the global
clinical stage biotechnology company, Mayo Clinic and Reliance Digital Health, hold
minority stakes
By Sameer Singhal

National News
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Today is Global Wind Day. It is a worldwide event that occurs annually on 15th of June.
It is a day for discovering wind energy, its power and the possibilities it holds to reshape
our energy systems, decarbonise our economies and boost jobs and growth.
It is an age-old energy source that is still used widely in this modern era. It is the most
eﬃcient and established renewable sources of energy.
According to the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, India’s wind energy sector is
led by the indigenous wind power industry and has shown consistent progress.
e expansion of the wind industry has resulted in a strong ecosystem, project operation
capabilities and manufacturing base of about 10,000 MW per annum.
e country currently has the fourth-highest wind installed capacity in the world with
total installed capacity of 39.25 Giga Watt as on 31st March 2021 and has generated
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PicIndia will host two-day Special ASEAN-India Foreign Ministers’ meeting starting
tomorrow.
is will be the rst meeting hosted by India in New Delhi. It will be accompanied by
12th Edition of Delhi Dialogue.
e theme of Delhi Dialogue is ‘Building Bridges in the Indo-Paci c’.
e Ministerial Session will be attended by External Aﬀairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar
and ASEAN’s Foreign Ministers.
External Aﬀairs Spokesman Arindam Bagchi termed the ASEAN, central to India’s Act
East Policy.
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Egypt is hosting the Eighth Global Conference of Young Parliamentarians in Sharm El
Sheikh today.
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e two-day conference is jointly organized by the House of Representatives and the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).
Nagaland’s rst woman elected as Member of Parliament to Rajya Sabha S. Phangon
Konyak is representing India at the Conference.
She, along with two other young Lok Sabha MPs from India, will be sharing her thoughts
on the ‘Young MPs for Climate Actions’.
e 8th Global Conference of Young Parliamentarians provides a platform for young MPs
from across the world to exchange learn and de ne common and innovative strategies to
advance youth empowerment.
is year in Egypt, around 200 young MPs, from 60 countries are participating to discuss
strategies to mitigate the impact of climate change and ensure that global warming does
not exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius in line with the Paris Agreement.
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Tokyo Olympics gold medalist ace Javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra set a new national
record of 89.30 metres at Paavo Nurmi Games in Finland.
Chopra’s earlier national record was 88.07m which he had set in Patiala in March last
year. He had won the Tokyo Olympics gold with a throw of 87.58m on August 7, 2021.
Youth Aﬀairs and Sports Minister Anurag akur has lauded the outstanding performance
of Javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra who set a new national record in a sporting event in
Finland.
In a tweet, Mr. akur said, Neeraj Chopra threw his javelin to 89.30 metres at Paavo
Nurmi Games to create a new National Record.
He said, absloutely thrilled; golden great Neeraj Chopra does it again.
Neeraj Chopra is India’s rst-ever Olympic gold medallist in athletics and only the second
individual gold medallist at Olympics.
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In Athletics, Tamil Nadu triple jumper Praveen Chitravel set a new meet record of 17.18m
at the ongoing National Inter-State Championships at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in
Chennai today.
e previous inter-state meet record was held by Punjab’s Arpinder Singh - 17.17m in
Lucknow in 2014.
e eﬀort, which came in his second attempt, means that Chitravel has quali ed for the
upcoming World Championships in Oregon.
e entry standard for worlds is 17.14m. Chitravel’s jump of 17.18m is third on the alltime India list.

. M’ I E      



Microso has announced the retirement of 27-year-old Internet Explorer (IE) as the
rm’s oldest browser will be completely phased out from June 15.
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Microso released the rst version of Internet Explorer in 1995 as an add-on package for
Windows 95, the antediluvian era of web sur ng dominated by the rst widely popular
browser, Netscape Navigator.
e Internet Explorer project was started in the summer of 1994 by omas Reardon,
who, according to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Review of 2003, used source
code from Spyglass, Inc.Mosaic, which was an early commercial web browser with formal
ties to the pioneering National Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA) Mosaic
browser.
In late 1994, licensed Spyglass Mosaic for a quarterly fee plus a percentage of Microso’s
non-Windows revenues for the soware.
Although bearing a name like NCSA Mosaic, Spyglass Mosaic had used the NCSA Mosaic
source code sparingly.

. I’  AC    B    ‘’ 
PM M








e ultra luxury Sir M Visvesvaraya Railway Terminal in Karnataka’s capital city
Bengaluru was made operational.
e Ernakulam Tri-Weekly Express chugged trough the station to mark this special
occasion.
According to the railway oﬃcials, the air-conditioned SMV Railway Terminal is a Rs 314
crore project. It has solar rooop panels and rainwater harvesting mechanism.
e railway terminal at the city’s Baiyappanahalli area, named aer Bharat Ratna Sir M.
Visvesvaraya, is equipped with state-of-the-art facilities and claims to have an airportlike aura.
It was a joyous moment for the crew and passengers for being the rst to use the city’s
third major terminal, which is situated between Banaswadi and Baiyyappanahalli in the
city
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Bhogeshwara, reportedly the elephant with the longest tusks in Asia, died of natural
causes at the age of 60, according to oﬃcials.
e wild elephant, also known as Mr Kabini, was found dead in the Gundre range of
Karnataka’s Bandipur Tiger Reserve on Saturday.
Bhogeshwar’s tusks were 2.54 meters and 2.34 meters long.
Both the tusks almost touched the ground and watching it roaming in the thick jungle
was a visual treat.
e viscera samples have been sent to the Regional Forensic Science Laboratory of
Mysuru. Experts see no foul play and stated that it was a natural death.
By Sameer Singhal
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e 12th meeting of BRICS National Security Advisors (NSA) will be held today.
Announcing this at a regular press brie ng in Beijing on Wednesday, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said that Yang Jiechi, a member of the political
bureau of the CPC Central Committee will chair the meeting in Beijing which will be
attended by the NSAs of Brazil, Russia, India and South Africa.
He said that the meeting of BRICS NSAs is an important platform for BRICS countries
to enhance political and security cooperation.
He said, at the upcoming meeting, NSAs of the ve BRICS countries will have an indepth exchange of views, coordinate positions and build consensus on a range of issues
including multilateralism and global governance, new threats and challenges in national
security and governance in new domains.
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Indian para-powerliers Manpreet Kaur and Parmjeet Kumar have won bronze medals
on the opening day of World Para-powerliing 2022 Asia Oceania Open Championships
at Pyeongtaek in South Korea yesterday.
Manpreet Kaur won the bronze medal in the 41 kg category. She had the best li of 88 kg
and the total li of 173 kg.
In men’s category, Parmjeet Kumar, also won the bronze medal in 49 kg category.
He lied 160 and 163 kilograms in two rounds which were his lifetime best lis.

. U M  S C  M D S
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External Aﬀairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar and Sports Minister Anurag Singh akur
today inaugurated the Squash Courts at the Major Dhyanchand Stadium in New Delhi.
ese are the rst-ever Squash courts opened by the Sports Authority of India in any
centre across the country.
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Addressing the event, Dr Jaishankar who is also an avid Squash enthusiast, said, the
Ministry of Sports is solely responsible for the entire project and for making the facilities
available.
He said, many sports now are getting recognition and the message sent out by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to inculcate a lifestyle of tness and give chance to talents, is
being resonated everywhere.Dr Jaishankar said, Mr Modi has always stressed on physical
tness, competitiveness and mental strength, which is needed for New India.
Dr Jaishankar also mentioned that the Government of India will do everything possible
to create more such sports facilities in the country.
e External Aﬀairs Minister said, he started playing Squash at the age of 24 and he is 68
today. He said, all we need is good facilities, good coach and an intention to play.
Dr Jaishankar said, Khelo India and Fit India is for one and all and this has no age limit.

. W S T D   








World Sea Turtle Day is observed every year on June 16. is day is celebrated to save this
aquatic species from extinction.
It highlights the importance of sea turtles in the marine system.
e sea turtles are magni cent creatures that live as the keystone species on the ocean
body.
Not only are sea turtles beautiful animals, but they also show incredible perseverance
and resiliency.
Sea turtles that feed on seagrass and so corals are heralded as ecosystem engineers.
Green turtles graze on seagrass, preventing seagrass beds from becoming overgrown and
stimulating new growth
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Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has emphasized on maintaining
equilibrium between ecology, environment and development.
Inaugurating Industrial Decarbonization Summit 2022 in New Delhi today, Mr Gadkari
said, in the coming days, we have to strengthen the country’s economy and at the same
time save the environment.
He said the government’s priority is green hydrogen and by using biotechnology we can
increase the productivity of Biomass.
He said, by using Biomass we can make Bio-ethanol, Bio-LNG and Bio-CNG.

. R    P G C N  




One of the most respected Urdu critics, theorists and linguists Professor Gopi Chand
Narang has passed away. He was 91. He breathed his last in the United States yesterday.
A recipient of Padma Bhushan and Sahitya Akademi Awards, Prof. Narang published
more than 65 scholarly and critical books on language, literature, poetics and cultural
studies in Urdu, Hindi and English.
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He was Professor Emeritus at the University of Delhi and Jamia Millia Islamia.
He incorporated a range of modern theoretical frameworks, including stylistics,
structuralism, post-structuralism and Sanskrit poetics.
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e rst train to be operated between Coimbatore and Shirdi by a private operator, under
the ‘Bharat Gaurav’ scheme of the Indian Railways, was agged oﬀ.
Ministry of Tourism has informed that the rst ever Bharat Gaurav Train has been agged
oﬀ on Coimbatore north to Sainagar Shirdi route.
e train will cover several historical destinations on the route while giving the passengers
an insight into the cultural heritage of the country.
Indian Railways had launched the operation of theme-based Bharat Gaurav train in the
month of November 2021.
e objective of this theme is to showcase India’s rich cultural heritage and magni cent
historical places to the people of India and the world, through Bharat Gaurav Trains.
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Singer Justin Bieber has revealed he is suﬀering from a health condition called Ramsay
Hunt Syndrome, which has caused full facial paralysis on one side of his face.
A viral infection, Ramsay Hunt Syndrome is caused by varicella-zoster virus and aﬀects
facial nerve near the ear.
ree diﬀerent neurological syndromes carry the name of Ramsay Hunt syndrome.
eir only connection is that they were all rst documented by the famous neurologist
James Ramsay Hunt (1872–1937).
A viral infection, Ramsay Hunt Syndrome is caused by varicella-zoster virus and aﬀects
facial nerve near the ear and it can also cause facial nerve paresis or paralysis. It is the
same virus that causes chickenpox and shingles.
By Sameer Singhal
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A successful training launch of a Short-Range Ballistic Missile, Prithvi-II was carried out
from the Integrated Test Range, Chandipur in Odisha last evening.
e missile is a proven system and is capable of striking targets with a very high degree
of precision.
e user training launch successfully validated all operational and technical parameters
of the missile.

. I     W C I;    




India has seen the sharpest growth among the Asian economies, with a six-position jump
from 43rd to 37th rank on the annual World Competitiveness Index 2022.
e Index has been compiled by the Institute for Management Development (IMD).
Meanwhile, the top-performing Asian economies are Singapore (3rd), Hong Kong (5th),
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Taiwan (7th), China (17th) and Australia (19th).
India is also a driving force in the global movement to ght climate change and Mr. Modi’s
pledge of net-zero by 2070 at the COP26 summit in November 2021, sits in harmony
with its strength in environment-related technologies in the ranking.
e top ve attractive factors of India’s economy for business are – a skilled workforce,
cost competitiveness, dynamism of the economy, high educational level and open and
positive attitudes.
Denmark has moved to the top of the 63-nation list from the third position last year,
while Switzerland slipped from the top ranking to the second position and Singapore
regained the third spot from h, a global study showed.
Others in the top 10 include Sweden at the fourth position, followed by Hong Kong SAR
(5th), the Netherlands (6th), Taiwan (7th), Finland (8th), Norway (9th) and the USA
(10th).
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Industry body Cellular Operators’ Association of India (COAI) named Pramod K Mittal,
President of Reliance Jio Infocomm, as the new Chairperson of the association for 202223.
Mittal was previously the Vice-Chairperson of the COAI, whose members include
Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel, and Vodafone Idea (VIL).
Mittal will replace Ajai Puri as the COAI Chairperson. Mittal comes with a rich experience
of 42 years in telecommunications.
Prior to joining India’s leading telecom operator, the Reliance Jio Infocomm President
has also served in the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) for over 37 years.
P Balaji, Chief Regulatory and Corporate Aﬀairs Oﬃcer of Vodafone Idea (VIL), will be
the Vice-Chairperson of the association for 2022-23.
Balaji is also the Chairman of Assocham National Digital Communications Council, and
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a Member of the National Council of apex industry chambers CII, Ficci, Assocham and
All India Management Association.
By Sameer Singhal
. N   UPI    F ,       
R 









Union Communication Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said that UPI and Rupay card
services will be available in France soon, giving a huge boost to the Uni ed Payments
Interface (UPI) and Rupay cards.
e overseas branch of India’s National Payments Corporation (NPCI) has inked a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with France’s Lyra Network for the acceptance
of UPI and Rupay in the country.
So far, countries such as Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, Bhutan, and Nepal have
adopted India’s UPI payment system.
e NPCI International is in discussions to expand UPI services in the United States,
Europe, and West Asia.
Indian travelers will be able to make smooth payments throughout their trip to France
thanks to an agreement between NPCI International and Lyra Network.
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Former Karnataka High Court judge, Bhimanagouda Sanganagouda Patil was sworn in
as the Lokayukta of Karnataka. Governor aawarchand Gehlot administered the oath
of oﬃce to Justice Patil.
Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai, Leader of Opposition Siddaramaiah,
ministers in the State Government and legislators attended the programme, and greeted
Justice Patil.
Justice Patil, who served as the Upalokayukta of Karnataka, was elevated to the post of
Lokayukta on June 14.
e post of the head of the anti-corruption ombudsman in Karnataka was vacant aer
the end of the tenure of Justice P. Vishwanath Shetty in January 2022, served in the post
for ve years.

. U M N G  I D
S   N D



Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has emphasized on maintaining
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equilibrium between ecology, environment and development.
Inaugurating Industrial Decarbonization Summit 2022 in New Delhi today, Mr Gadkari
said, in the coming days, we have to strengthen the country’s economy and at the same
time save the environment.
He said the government’s priority is green hydrogen and by using biotechnology we can
increase the productivity of Biomass.
He said, by using Biomass we can make Bio-ethanol, Bio-LNG and Bio-CNG.

. APEDA  -     B  
  M








e Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA)
has organized an eight-day long mango festival in Bahrain to boost the export of Mangoes.
34 varieties of mangoes from eastern states of West Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar
Pradesh and Odisha, are being displayed at eight diﬀerent locations of Bahrain’s Al Jazira
group supermarket.
All the varieties of mangoes have been directly procured from farmers and two Farmer
Producer Organizations. e mango show will continue till the 20th of this month.
e mango show in Bahrain is part of APEDA’s new initiatives to explore international
markets for Indian mangoes under the ‘Mango Festival 2022.
e mango show in Bahrain is part of APEDA’s new initiatives to explore international
markets for Indian mangoes under the ‘Mango Festival 2022’.
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US president Joe Biden is expected to name Arati Prabhakar as the head of the White
House Oﬃce of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP).
She will succeed Eric Lander who le the role nine months aer his appointment aer he
admitted to bullying his staﬀ and creating a hostile work environment during his tenure.
Once the Senate approves the 63-year-old’s appointment, Arati would be the rst woman
and the rst person of color to serve as science adviser to the President of the United
States.
Her role will require advising Biden on how to compete with China, bring forth rules
which will protect US-funded academic research from the and aim to reduce inequality
within the research community.

. J R P D   PCI 




Former Supreme Court judge Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai is believed to have been
chosen as the next head of the Press Council of India (PCI).
Justice Desai recently served as the chairman of the Delimitation Commission on
Jammu and Kashmir, which was established to redesign the Union Territory’s assembly
constituencies.
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Since Justice Chandramauli Kumar Prasad (retd) completed his tenure as PCI chairperson
and demitted oﬃce in November of last year, the position has been empty.
e appointment of Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai as PCI chairwoman was accepted by
a committee that included Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu, Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, and PCI member Prakash Dubey.
Justice Desai, 72, has also served on the Bombay High Court as a judge.
e selection of Justice Desai as the PCI chief will be announced in the near future.
A suggestion for the recruitment of MPs to the panel is also awaited.
By Sameer Singhal

. Z  J- -  EV









Zomato and Jio-bp have entered into an agreement to support Zomato’s commitment
towards “e Climate Group’s EV100 initiative of 100 per cent EV eet by 2030.”
e collaboration is poised to accelerate EV adoption in the rapidly growing Indian
delivery and transportation segment.
Jio-bp, the fuel and mobility joint venture between Reliance Industries Ltd and bp, will
provide EV mobility services to Zomato and access to ‘Jio-bp pulse’ battery swapping
stations for last-mile delivery.
As per reports, Jio-bp constructed and launched India’s two largest EV charging hubs last
year.
e company has been teaming up with construction rms and EV companies to enhance
the battery charging ecosystem, as per reports.
Its pulse mobile app enables customers to nd nearby charging stations and charge their
EVs
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According to a Verizon news release, Sowmyanarayan Sampath, an Indian American,
will be the new CEO of Verizon Business.
Sampath joined Verizon in 2014 and will continue in his present role as Chief Revenue
Oﬃcer for Verizon Business until June 30.
According to the press release, Sampath has demonstrated strategic planning prowess in
several roles during his stint with the organisation.
Sampath will report directly to Verizon Chairman and CEO Hans Vestberg.
Sampath has in-depth understanding of Verizon’s products and the company’s role in
supporting enterprise development and global security, according to Vestberg, with more
than two decades of experience in key network infrastructure and digital transformation.
Sampath worked at KPMG and Boston Consulting Group before joining Verizon. He
graduated from St. Xavier’s College in Kolkata with a bachelor’s degree in accounting,
a Chartered Accountancy from the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India, and an
MBA from Boston University.
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Japanese Prime Minister, Fumio Kishida will attend this month’s NATO summit in
Madrid, becoming the country’s rst leader to join a top meeting of the transatlantic
alliance.
e June 28-30 gathering is seen as a crunch moment for the 30 North Atlantic Treaty
Organization allies, four months into Russia’s war in Ukraine.
Japan, a key U.S. ally and not a NATO member, has delivered defensive supplies to
Ukraine and imposed tough sanctions on Russia in tandem with the other Group of
Seven countries.
Sweden and Finland, which have applied to join NATO, are sending delegations to the
summit, and South Korea’s new President Yoon Suk-yeol will also be the rst leader
from his country to attend.

. S G D 
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Every year, the world observes Sustainable Gastronomy Day on 18 June.
e objective of this day is to recognise the practices associated with sustainable food
consumption, especially with the art of collecting and preparing the food we eat.
To make this day a memorable one, the organisations work in collaboration with global
and regional bodies to observe the day.
Gastronomy is sometimes called the art of food.
It can also refer to a style of cooking from a particular region.
In other words, gastronomy oen refers to local food and cuisine. Sustainability is the
idea that something (e.g. agriculture, shing or even preparation of food) is done in a
way that is not wasteful of our natural resources and can be continued into the future
without being detrimental to our environment or health.
Sustainable gastronomy, therefore, means cuisine that takes into account where the
ingredients are from, how the food is grown and how it gets to our markets and eventually
to our plates.

. ICC R N M  E P, S  M N A
 S L






Renowned Indian umpire Nitin Menon has retained his place in the ICC Elite Panel of
umpires, making him the only Indian among 11 members.
e 38-year-old is set to make his debut as a neutral umpire where he will oﬃciate in Sri
Lanka later this month.
e International Cricket Council (ICC) recently gave a one-year extension to Menon
who has been a leading umpire over the last three to four years.
He was promoted to the Elite Panel at the start of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020,
becoming the third Indian to enter the club aer S Venkataraghavan and S Ravi.
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However, he was limited to oﬃciating international matches only within India with the
ICC allowing local umpires due to the travel restrictions in place.
“Menon has got a one-year extension from the International Cricket Council. He has
been our leading umpire over the last three to four years.
You will also see him making his debut as a neutral umpire later this month,” news agency
PTI quoted a BCCI oﬃcial as saying.

. I  C’     J–A  










China has emerged as the largest importer or buyer of broken rice from India.
China takes over the largest importer of broken rice in India, which were the African
countries.
During the pandemic, China took the lead as the largest importer of broken rice in India.
7.7 percent has been imported to China which is 16.34 lakh metric tonnes, and India’s
total export is 212.10 Lakh metric tonnes in the year 2021-2022.
According to the analysis of the trade, out of 16.34 LMT, 96 percent of the rice exported
to China was broken rice.China has become the top buyer of broken rice from India.
e total export for basmati and non-basmati altogether was 212.10 LMT in 2021-2022,
which is 19.30 percent higher than the earlier export in 2020-2021 which stood at 177.79
LMT.
During this time export of broken rice to China from India increased from 3.31 LTM to
16.34 LMT.
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e world’s largest living plant has been identi ed in the shallow waters oﬀ the coast of
Western Australia.
e sprawling seagrass, a marine owering plant known as Posidonia australis, stretches
for more than 112 miles (180 kilometers) in Shark Bay, a wilderness area protected as a
World Heritage site.
Using genetic testing, scientists have determined a large underwater meadow in Western
Australia is in fact one plant. It is believed to have spread from a single seed over at least
4,500 years.
e seagrass covers about 200 sq km.
e plant is so large because it clones itself, creating genetically identical oﬀshoots.
is process is a way of reproducing that is rare in the animal kingdom although it
happens in certain environmental conditions and occurs more oen among some plants,
fungi and bacteria.

By Sameer Singhal
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