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International News

1. Pakistan successfully test-fires nuclear-capable ballistic missile 
Ghaznavi
•	 The Pakistan Army successfully test-fired a nuclear-capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile Ghaznavi.
•	 The Ghaznavi missile can strike targets up to 290 kilometres and is capable of carrying both nuclear as 

well as conventional warheads.
•	 The training launch was aimed at ensuring the operational readiness of Army Strategic Forces Command 

(ASFC) and re-validating technical parameters of the weapon system.
•	 President of Pakistan: Arif Alvi.
•	 Prime Minister of Pakistan: Imran Khan.

Agreements News

2. Indian Navy, IDFC FIRST bank bring ‘Honour FIRST’ banking solutions
•	 The Indian Navy has inked a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Infrastructure 

Development Finance Company (IDFC) First Bank to initiate ‘Honour FIRST’.
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•	 ‘Honour FIRST’ is a premium banking solution for serving personnel and veterans of the Indian Navy. 
Designed especially keeping in mind the needs of the Armed Forces and its veterans, the Honour FIRST 
Defence Account is supported by a dedicated team of defence veterans.

•	 The MoU for Honour FIRST was signed at the Naval Headquarters in New Delhi between Commodore 
Neeraj Malhotra, Commodore – Pay and Allowances, Indian Navy and IDFC FIRST Bank’s senior 
officials.

•	 IDFC First Bank Establishment: 2018;
•	 IDFC First Bank MD & CEO: V. Vaidyanathan;
•	 IDFC First Bank Headquarters; Mumbai, Maharashtra.

Defence News

3. Indian Navy takes part in US Navy-led Multinational SEACAT exercises
•	 The Indian Navy participated in the U.S. Navy-led Southeast Asia Cooperation and Training (SEACAT) 

military exercise in Singapore, to demonstrate its maritime manoeuvres.
•	 The main objective of SEACAT 2021 was to enhance the interoperability and shared maritime security 

concerns and preserve rules-based international order. The exercise comprised approximately 400 
personnel and 10 ships.

•	 The 20th edition of the exercise was organised 
by the U.S. Navy, in Hybrid format, and 
included 20 other partner nations from the 
Indo-Pacific region, including India.

•	 SEACAT was held for the first time in 
2002. The exercise aims to foster enhanced 
cooperation between Southeast Asian 
countries by incorporating standardized 
training, tactics and procedures when faced 
with crises, contingencies or illegal activities 
in the maritime domain.
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Summits and Conferences News

4. India Organises the IBSA Tourism Ministers’ Meet Virtually
•	 India organized the IBSA (India, Brazil and South Africa) Tourism Ministers’ meeting through the 

virtual platform. The Union Minister of Tourism of India, Shri G. Kishan Reddy, chaired the meeting.
•	 The Minister of Tourism of the Federative Republic of Brazil, Gilson Machado Neto and the Deputy 

Minister of Tourism of the Republic of South Africa, Fish Amos Mahlalela, attended videoconferencing 
under India’s IBSA Chairship.

•	 The meeting provided a platform to promote tourism cooperation among the member states and 
recognized the importance of strengthening cooperation in tourism to overcome the impact of the 
Covid 19 pandemic on the tourism sector.

•	 The meeting ended with the adoption of the IBSA Tourism Ministers Joint Statement- a document on 
cooperation and promotion for the speedy recovery of travel and tourism.

5. Narendra Singh Tomar addresses 6th SCO Meet of Agriculture Ministers
•	 The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Narendra Singh Tomar has addressed the 6th 

meeting of Agriculture Ministers of the member countries of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO), through videoconferencing. The meeting was organized under the chairmanship of Tajikistan 
in Dushanbe.

•	 During the meeting, Narendra Singh Tomar highlighted the taking several steps being taken by the 
Government of India to develop innovative technologies and their dissemination from Lab to Land to 
empower rural youth, farmers and farm women.

•	 Apart from Tomar, Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Shobha Karandlaje 
also attended the meet.
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Business News

6. HCL Technologies becomes 4th IT firm to hit Rs 3 Trillion market-cap
•	 HCL Technologies’ market capitalisation (market-cap) touched Rs 3 trillion for the first time. HCL 

becoming the fourth Indian information technology (IT) firm to achieve this milestone after Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS), Infosys and Wipro.

•	 Shares of HCL Tech hit a fresh record high of Rs 1,118.55, up 2 per cent on the BSE in intra-day trade, 
surpassing its previous high of Rs 1,101 touched on 12th Aug in intra-day deal.
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•	 HCL Tech is the third-largest Indian IT services company by revenue, after TCS and Infosys.
•	 The company has a strong globally diversified presence and provides comprehensive IT services to 

an established customer base. It has strong expertise in engineering and R&D services and its end 
customers are spread across industry segments.

•	 HCL Technologies CEO: C Vijayakumar.
•	 HCL Technologies Founded: 11 August 1976.
•	 HCL Technologies Headquarters: Noida.

Science and Technology News

7. Chandrayaan-2 orbiter Detects water Molecules on Lunar Surface
•	 India’s Chandrayaan-2 moon mission may have made a hard landing on the lunar surface in 2019, but 

the orbiter accompanying it has been providing useful information to scientists back on Earth.
•	 A research paper revealed that the Chandrayaan-2 orbiter confirmed the presence of water molecules 

(H2o) and hydroxyl (OH) on the surface of the moon. The findings were published in the journal 
Current Science.

•	 The Chandrayaan-2 mission was launched by the Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) in July 
2019. But Vikram lander on-board the mission crash-landed on the lunar surface just 2.1 km from its 
destination in September that year.

•	 Chandrayaan-2 was launched with the aim of mapping the variations in lunar surface composition, as 
well as locating and studying the surface of the Moon for the presence of water.

•	 ISRO Chairman: K.Sivan.
•	 ISRO Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka.
•	 ISRO established: 15 August 1969.
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Books and Authors News

8. Vice President releases book ‘Accelerating India: 7 Years of Modi 
Government’
•	 The Vice President, M. 

Venkaiah Naidu has released 
a book ‘Accelerating India: 7 
Years of Modi Government’ at 
Upa-Rashtrapati Nivas.

•	 The book commemorates the 
achievement and evaluation of 
two elected terms of PM Modi 
as the Head of Parliamentary.

•	 Releasing the book, VP Naidu 
said that as India will celebrate 
75 years of independence, it 
was time to study the progress of the constitutional promise of a ‘dignified life to the common man.

Sports News

9. Indian Bank signs MoU with Paralympic Committee
•	 Public sector Indian Bank has signed an MoU with the Paralympic Committee of India (PCI) as one 

of the banking partners of the Paralympic Games scheduled to commence from August 24 in Tokyo, 
Japan.

•	 The bank, through its year-long association with PCI, will provide financial assistance to paralympic 
athletes. The President of the Paralympic Committee of India is Deepa Malik.
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•	 In a year-long association, the bank will provide financial assistance to Paralympic athletes to prepare 
for the coveted sporting events in the domestic arena as well as global platforms. Timely financial aid 
provided to these sportspersons will encourage them to focus their efforts on the game and win laurels 
for the country.

•	 Indian Bank Headquarters: Chennai;

•	 Indian Bank CEO: Padmaja Chunduru;

•	 Indian Bank: 1907.

10. World Cup winning U19 India captain Unmukt Chand Announces 
Retirement
•	 World Cup-winning U19 India captain, Unmukt Chand has announced his retirement from cricket in 

India. He had made an unbeaten 111, leading a tense victory over Australia in the 2012 U-19 World Cup 
final in Townsville, Australia.

•	 The 28-year-old, who also led India A as well as Delhi and Uttarakhand in domestic cricket, had 
represented Mumbai Indians, Delhi Capitals and Rajasthan Royals in the IPL.

•	 Since his debut in 2010, Chand played in 67 First-Class matches, scoring 3379 runs with an average of 
31.57. In 120 List A matches, Chand amassed 4505 runs at an average of 41.33. In 77 T20s, he made 
1565 runs at an average of 22.35.

11. India sends largest ever Contingent for Tokyo Paralympic Games
•	 The upcoming Tokyo Paralympics will witness the largest ever Indian 

contingent being send, with 54 para-sportspersons participating across 9 
sports disciplines.

•	 The 2020 Summer Paralympics Games are scheduled to be held in Tokyo, 
Japan from August 24 to September 05, 2021.

BY SOHIL SINGH
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National News

1. 75th Indian Independence Day 2021
•	 India is celebrating the 75th Independence Day on 

15th August 2021 to mark the country’s freedom from 
nearly two centuries of British colonial rule. India is 
marking its 75th Independence Day as “Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav”.

•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi is leading the 
celebrations from Red Fort in New Delhi and is 
addressing the nation from Red Fort in New Delhi. 
This is his eighth address as the prime minister.

•	 The Indian Independence movement began during 
World War I and was led by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. On August 15, 1947, India got its freedom, 
ending an almost 200-year British rule.

•	 India’s first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru raised the Indian national flag above the Lahori Gate of 
Red Fort in Delhi on August 15, 1947. It is a tradition that has since been followed by the incumbent 
Prime Minister, followed by an address to the country.

2. Union Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar flags off ‘Operation Blue Freedom’
•	 The Union Minister for Social Justice and 

Empowerment Dr Virendra Kumar has flagged 
off a pioneering world record expedition named 
‘Operation Blue Freedom’ from Dr. Ambedkar 
International Centre, New Delhi on the occasion 
of 75th Independence Day.

•	 The Operation Blue Freedom expedition 
comprise of a team of people with disabilities 
from across the country to reach Siachen 
Glacier, to create a new World Record, for the 
largest team of people with disabilities reaching 
the world’s highest battlefield.

3. PM Modi sets India’s target to become ‘Energy Independent’ by 2047

•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has set the target 
of becoming an ‘energy independent country by 
the year 2047, the year when India will celebrate 
the 100th year of Independence.

•	 For this, PM has announced a ‘Mission Circular 
Economy’ that will replace petroleum with 
other forms of energy to make India achieve 
self-reliance in energy production by 2047.
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•	 Mission Circular Economy would include a mix of electric mobility, gas-based economy, doping ethanol 
in petrol and making the country a hub for hydrogen production.

•	 Modi government has decided to set up the National Hydrogen Mission to make India a new global hub 
and the exporter of green hydrogen.

4. Ministry of Social Justice Launches an e-study Platform “TAPAS”

•	 Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has launched an online portal named TAPAS (Training for 
Augmenting Productivity and Services) to provide filmed lectures/courses and e-study material in the 
field of social defence.

•	 TAPAS is the initiative of the National Institute of Social Defence (NISD), Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment. The course can be taken up by anyone and is free of cost.

•	 TAPAS seeks to provide access to lectures by subject experts, study material and more, but in a manner 
that it supplements the physical classroom without compromising on the quality of teaching.

•	 The main objective of introducing the course modules, is to impart training and enhance the knowledge 
and skills for the capacity building of the participants. It can be taken up by anyone who wishes to 
enhance his or her knowledge on the topics and there is no fee for joining.

5. MoHUA Launches brand and logo for urban SHG products ‘SonChiraiya’
•	 Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs has launched ‘SonChiraiya’, a brand and logo for marketing of 

the urban Self-Help Group (SHG) products. To make urban SHG products popular, the ministry has 
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signed MoUs with e-Commerce Portals like Amazon 
and Flipkart, with an underlying narrative of women 
empowerment.

•	 Due to this partnership, more than 2,000 products of 
nearly 5,000 SHG members have been onboarded on the 
e-commerce portals. This initiative is a significant step 
of increasing visibility and global access for the products 
made by urban SHG women.

•	 Under the initiative, a variety of professionally packaged 
and hand-crafted ethnic products will reach the doorsteps 
of customers worldwide.

International News

6. Afghanistan Prez Ashraf Ghani steps down, as Taliban forces takes power
•	 Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani will shortly tender his resignation, as the government has 

surrendered to the Taliban forces, which entered Kabul and sought the unconditional surrender of the 
central government.

•	 Following this, a new interim government has been announced, which is likely to be headed by Ali 
Ahamd Jalali, a US-based academic.

•	 President Ashraf Ghani fled the country as the Islamist terrorists entered the city, he wanted to avoid 
bloodshed, while hundreds of Afghans desperate to leave flooded Kabul airport.

•	 Afghanistan Capital: Kabul.
•	 Afghanistan Currency: Afghan afghani.
•	 Afghanistan Official languages: Pashto, Dari.

7. WHO forms Advisory Group named “SAGO”
•	 World Health Organization (WHO) has created a new advisory group named, The International 

Scientific Advisory Group for Origins of Novel Pathogens, or SAGO.
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•	 The function of SAGO will be to systematically study the emergence of future emerging pathogens with 
pandemic potential, and advise the development in this regard to WHO.

•	 WHO has made an open call for nominations to SAGO from the member countries, thus providing a 
transparent foundation for the new scientific advisory group. The group will also work towards finding 
the origin of the SARS-CoV-2 virus.

•	 President of the World Health Organisation: Tedros Adhanom.
•	 Headquarters of WHO: Geneva, Switzerland.
•	 WHO founded: 7 April 1948.

State News

8. India’s first Drone Forensic Lab comes up in Kerala
•	 India’s first Drone Forensic Lab and Research Center has come up in Kerala. The Chief Minister of 

Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan was inaugurating the State police department’s ‘Drone Forensic Laboratory’ at 
the Kerala State Police CyberDome.
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•	 Cyberdome is a technological research and development centre of the Kerala Police Department.
•	 The centre will help in keeping a watch over unauthorized drones and also for the production of drones 

for the use of the police force. This lab-cum-research centre will look into both utility and threat aspects 
of a drone.

•	 Kerala CM: Pinarayi Vijayan;
•	 Kerala Governor: Arif Mohammad Khan.

9. Kaziranga becomes India’s first National park with Satellite Phones
•	 Kaziranga National Park (KNP) in Assam has become the first national park in India to be equipped 

with satellite phones. Assam Chief Secretary Jishnu Barua handed over 10 satellite phones to the forest 
personnel of the Kaziranga National Park.

•	 The satellite phones will boost the anti-poaching measures in the park. BSNL will be the service provider 
of these phones.

•	 The park which has been spread over a massive 430 sq km area and divided into six ranges in upper 
Assam, has certain areas with poor to no connectivity.

•	 The satellite phones, given to the officials of Kaziranga Parks, which draw signals from the satellites 
instead of mobile towers will ensure connectivity in most of the remote locations. The move will also 
boost anti-poaching measures undertaken by the park.

•	 Assam Governor: Jagdish Mukhi;
•	 Assam Chief Minister: Himanta Biswa Sarma;
•	 Assam Capital: Dispur.

Appointments News

10. Adi Godrej to step down from Godrej India board
•	 Adi Godrej will step down as the chairman of Godrej Industries on October 01, 2021. He will be replaced 

by Nadir Godrej, his younger brother. Godrej Industries (GIL) is the holding company of the Godrej 
group.
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•	 Presently Nadir Godrej is the Managing Director of 
Godrej Industries. However, Adi Godrej will continue 
to serve as the Chairman of Godrej Group.

•	 Godrej Industries Founded: 1963;
•	 Godrej Industries Headquarters: Maharashtra.

Science and Technology News

11. HCL Foundation Launches ‘My e-Haat’ portal to Empower Artisans
•	 HCL Foundation, the corporate social responsibility arm of HCL Technologies has launched an online 

portal, ‘My e-Haat’, to empower artisans and strengthen the value chain of the handicraft sector in the 
country.

•	 The platform will enable artisans and primary producers to conduct their business, by listing and 
showcasing their products directly to customers, thereby minimising the informal intermediaries and 
the long supply chains. Currently, more than 30 partners from eight states with over 600 products are 
listed on the portal.

•	 The My E-Haat initiative will be a one-of-a-kind model (A2C) where artisans will directly connect with 
the customer for years to come. This portal would help in bringing the talent of skilled craftsmen from 
across the country to the world. It will also increase their recognition, appreciation and remuneration.

•	 HCL Technologies CEO: C Vijayakumar.
•	 HCL Technologies Founded: 11 August 1976.
•	 HCL Technologies Headquarters: Noida.

Important Days

12. PM Modi declares August 14 as ‘Partition Horrors Remembrance Day’
•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has declared that, August 14 will be observed as ‘Partition Horrors 

Remembrance Day’ or ‘Vibhajan Vibhishika Smriti Diwas’, in memory of people’s struggles and sacrifices 
during the partition of the country in 1947.

•	 The day aims to inspire us to eliminate the poison of discrimination, animosity and ill-will, as well 
as strengthen unity, social harmony and human sensibilities. Pakistan celebrates August 14 as its 
Independence Day.
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Obituaries News

13. German Football Legend Gerd Müller Passes Away
•	 Former West Germany forward and the Bayern Munich football legend, Gerd Muller has passed away.
•	 At the international level, he represented West Germany, scoring 68 goals in 62 appearances, and at the 

club level, he played for Bayern Munich, with which he scored a record 365 goals in 427 Bundesliga 
games.

•	 He was nicknamed “Bomber der Nation” (“the nation’s Bomber”) or simply “Der Bomber”, for his 
scoring prowess.

14. Former India defender Chinmoy Chatterjee passes away
•	 Eminent India-international footballer Chinmoy Chatterjee, who played for the three Maidan 

heavyweights in his prime in the 1970-80s, has passed away.
•	 He was a member of the Indian team at the 1978 Bangkok Asian Games where they finished fourth in 

the quarterfinal league.
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•	 Chatterjee played for Mohun Bagan, East Bengal and Mohammedan Sporting, during his domestic 
career. He also represented Bengal in the Santosh Trophy four times, and became champions in three 
of them.

Miscellaneous News

15. 4 more sites in India added to Ramsar list
•	 Four more wetlands from India have been added to the list of Ramsar sites, giving it the status of 

‘Wetland of International Importance’.
•	 With this, the total number of Ramsar sites in India have reached 46, covering a surface area of 1,083,322 

hectares.
•	 The sites have been recognised as wetlands of international importance under the Ramsar Convention. 

Two of these sites are in Haryana, while the other two are in Gujarat.
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These sites are:

•	 Thol, Gujarat
•	 Wadhwana, Gujarat
•	 Sultanpur, Haryana
•	 Bhindawas, Haryana

16. India’s first Cattle Genomic Chip “IndiGau” released by Jitendra Singh
•	 Dr Jitendra Singh has released India’s first cattle genomic 

chip ‘IndiGau’ for the conservation of pure varieties of 
indigenous cattle breeds like, Gir, Kankrej, Sahiwal, 
Ongole etc.

•	 The chip has been developed by scientists of National 
Institute of Animal Biotechnology (NAIB), Hyderabad, 
an autonomous institution under the aegis of the 
Department of Biotechnology.

•	 The chip will help in achieving the goal of conservation 
of our own breeds with better characters and help towards doubling farmers’ income by 2022.

BY SOHIL SINGH

National News

1. Narendra Singh Tomar Inaugurates world’s second-largest Refurbished 
gene bank
•	 The Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Narendra Singh Tomar has inaugurated the 

world’s second-largest National Gene Bank at the National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), 
Pusa, New Delhi.
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•	 The refurbished state-of-the-art National Gene Bank provides the facility for germplasm, to secure the 
heritage of seeds for years in minus 20 degrees Celsius temperature.

•	 The new facility will help in the conservation of the diversity of indigenous crops in the country, as well 
as benefit the farmers by making them self-reliant and providing a source of increasing their income. 
A National Gene Bank is a facility to preserve the seeds of Plant Genetic Resources (PGR) for future 
generations.

2. Venkaiah Naidu laid Foundation stone of Innovation and Development 
Centre
•	 The Vice President of India, M Venkaiah Naidu laid the foundation stone of the Innovation and 

Development Centre of Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR), 
Bengaluru.

•	 The JNCASR Innovation and Development Centre will be developed into a facility where laboratory 
inventions will be taken forward for scale-up and technology transfer, and in turn help in meeting the 
missions of “Make in India” and “Aatmanirbhar Bharat”.

•	 Scientists will be provided with state-of-the-art processing and prototyping tools to enable the translation 
of inventions. JNCASR is established by the Department of Science and Technology at Jakkur, Bangalore.

State News

3. Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel announces 4 new Districts
•	 Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has announced the creation of four new districts and 18 

new tehsils in the state.
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•	 The four new districts are: Mohla Manpur, Sarangarh-Bilaigarh, Shakti, Manendragarh.
•	 With the creation of four new districts, the total number of administrative districts in the state have 

reached 32.

4. Hockey star Vandana Katariya made U’khand Women &amp; Child 
Development ambassador
•	 Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami has announced that Indian women’s hockey 

team player Vandana Katariya will be the brand ambassador of the state’s Department of Women 
Empowerment and Child Development.

•	 The announcement came at a program organized to felicitate the recipients of awardees of the Tilu 
Rauteli Award and the Anganwadi Workers Award.

•	 Earlier, Dhami had announced a cash reward of Rs 25 lakh to Indian women’s hockey team player 
Vandana Katariya for her brilliant performance at the Tokyo Olympics.
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Banking News

5. RBI cancels license of Raigad based Karnala Nagari Sahakari Bank
•	 The Reserve Bank of India has cancelled 

the license of Raigad based Karnala 
Nagari Sahakari Bank Limited in 
Maharashtra.

•	 As informed by the Reserve Bank of 
India, the license of Karnala Nagari 
Sahakari Bank was cancelled due to 
insufficient capital and earning prospects 
and its continuance would have adversely 
affected depositors.

6. RBI imposes Rs. 1 crore penalty on Cooperatieve Rabobank U.A
•	 RBI imposed a monetary penalty of Rs. 1 crore on Cooperatieve Rabobank UA. Its Mumbai Branch 

is a part of the Netherlands-based Rabobank Group. The penalty has been imposed for contravention 
of certain provisions of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 and directions related to ‘transfer to reserve 
funds’.

•	 The RBI said it conducted a statutory Inspection for Supervisory Evaluation (ISE) of the bank with 
reference to the bank’s financial position as on 31 March last year.

•	 Examination of the risk assessment report pertaining to the same revealed contravention of the 
provisions of the Banking Regulation Act and the directions issued by the central bank.

7. HDFC unveils ‘Green &amp; Sustainable’ fixed deposit
•	 HDFC Bank has announced the introduction of ‘Green & Sustainable Deposits’ to safeguard the 

environment from climate change. These fixed deposits will be directed towards financing green and 
sustainable housing credit solutions and services.
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•	 With a deposit period of 36-120 months, both residents and NRIs can invest in this instrument that will 
offer interest rates up to 6.55% p.a.

•	 Senior citizens will be eligible for an additional 0.25% p.a. on deposits up to Rs. 2 crores.
•	 Additional ROI of 0.10% p.a. will be applicable on these deposits up to Rs. 50 lakh per calendar month 

per customer if placed/renewed through our online platform.
•	 Headquarters of HDFC Bank: Mumbai, Maharashtra;
•	 MD and CEO of HDFC Bank: Sashidhar Jagdishan;
•	 The tagline of HDFC Bank: We understand your world.

Awards News

8. President Ram Nath Kovind confers 144 Gallantry awards in 2021
•	 President Shri Ram Nath Kovind, the 

Supreme Commander of the Armed 
Forces, has approved 144 Gallantry 
awards for armed forces, police and 
paramilitary personnel on the occasion 
of Independence Day 2021.

•	 Besides, President Kovide also approved 
28 Mention-in-Despatches to the 
army personnel for their significant 
contributions in different military 
operations. The 144 Gallantry awards 
include:

•	 Ashok Chakra: Babu Ram 
(posthumously), ASI, Jammu and Kashmir Police.

•	 Kirti Chakra: Altaf Hussain Bhat (posthumously), Constable, J&K Police.
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Schemes and Committees News

9. Government announces ‘Prime Minister Gatishakti Scheme’
•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced 

a Rs 100 lakh crore Pradhan Mantri Gatishakti 
scheme while addressing the nation on the 75th 
Independence Day from Red Fort.

•	 The Pradhan Mantri Gatishakti scheme aims to adopt 
a holistic and integrated approach in infrastructure 
growth and create employment opportunities for the 
youth of the country.

•	 The government will soon announce the Master 
Plan for the scheme, to help boost the productivity 
of industries, and boost the economic growth of the country, besides creating job opportunities for 
hundreds of thousands of youths.

Books and Authors News

10. A book to explore life and works of Jayaprakash Narayan
•	 A new biography of revolutionary leader and independence activist Jayaprakash Narayan will hit the 

stands on August 23, publisher Penguin Random House India.
•	 The book, “The Dream of Revolution: A Biography of Jayaprakash Narayan”, shares anecdotes and never-

before-told stories from the life of the man who was known for his “emotional hunger for  transformative 
politics, shunning power and incubating revolutionary ideas”.
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•	 According to the publisher, the book, written by historian Bimal Prasad and author Sujata Prasad, 
explores “the ambiguities and ironies of a life lived at the barricades, and one man’s unremitting quest 
to usher in a society based on equality and freedom”.

Sports News

11. Harshit Raja becomes India’s 69th Chess Grandmaster
•	 The 20-year-old Chess player Harshit Raja from Pune, Maharashtra has become the 69th Grandmaster 

of India in Chess.
•	 He achieved the feat of becoming the GM at Biel Masters Open 2021 where he drew his game against 

Dennis Wagner to get his final GM norm with one round to spare.

•	 Grandmaster (GM) title is awarded to chess players by the world chess organization FIDE and is the 
highest title a chess player can attain.

Miscellaneous News

12. 75 new Vande Bharat trains to connect all parts of India
•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the nation on the occasion of 75th Independence Day and 

announced that 75 ‘Vande Bharat’ trains would connect different parts of the country in 75 weeks of the 
celebration of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.

•	 The 75 Vande Bharat trains will connect every corner of the country, in 75 weeks of the ‘Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav’, which is being celebrated from March 12, 2021, upto August 15, 2023.
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•	 Presently two Vande Bharat Express trains are operating in the country by the Indian Railways. The first 
Vande Bharat Express operates between Varanasi and New Delhi and the other Vande Bharat Express 
operates between Katra and New Delhi.

13. AIIMS Delhi becomes first Indian hospital to house fire station inside 
premises
•	 The All India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS), New Delhi has become the first hospital of India to 

house a fire station inside the hospital premises, to meet any emergency.
•	 For this, AIIMS has collaborated with Delhi Fire Service (DFS). The fire station, meant for quick 

response in case of fire emergency, will have its infrastructure developed by the AIIMS, while the fire 
tender, equipment, and manpower will be managed by the DFS.

•	 Having a total of 61 fire stations and 3,616 personnel, including 3,280 firefighters, the DFS attends to 
nearly 22,000 fire and rescue calls on an average in a year.

BY SOHIL SINGH
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International News

1. Hakainde Hichilema wins Zambia Presidential Election
•	 In Zambia, opposition leader 

Hakainde Hichilema, of the United 
Party for National Development, has 
won the 2021 general Presidential 
election of the country.

•	 The 59-year-old Hichilema won with 
a landslide victory, winning 59.38% 
of the total vote. He will replace 
incumbent President Edgar Lungu 
of the Patriotic Front.

•	 Last year, Zambia, Africa’s second-
biggest copper miner, produced a 
record output of the metal.

•	 Zambia Capital: Lusaka;
•	 Zambia Currency: Zambian kwacha.

2. Malaysian Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin resigns
•	 The Prime Minister of Malaysia, Muhyiddin Yassin and his cabinet resigned after losing a confidence 

vote in parliament. The 74-year-old Muhyiddin came to power in March 2020. He will however stay on 
as a caretaker prime minister until a successor is named.

•	 The resignations plunged Malaysia even deeper into political turmoil while it contends with one of the 
world’s worst surges of the virus.

•	 The nation of about 32 million people has averaged more than 20,000 cases per day in the last 14 days, 
and just 33 per cent of the population is fully vaccinated. The total death toll from the pandemic in the 
country is at least 12,510.

•	 Malaysia Capital: Kuala Lumpur.
•	 Malaysia Currency: Malaysian Ringgit.
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State News

3. UP govt to set up Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) training centre
•	 The Uttar Pradesh government 

has decided to set up a training 
centre for Anti-Terrorist Squad 
(ATS) commandos in Saharanpur’s 
Deoband.

•	 According to sources, the government 
has already allotted over 2,000 square 
meters of land for establishing the 
ATS training centre in Deoband.

•	 Deoband is on the Uttaranchal and 
Haryana border and it is an important 
place to help us increase our depth, 
presence and operation efficiency in 
western parts of the state.

•	 UP Capital: Lucknow;
•	 UP Governor: Anandiben Patel;
•	 UP Chief minister: Yogi Adityanath.

Appointments News

4. Priyanka Chopra Jonas named MAMI film festival chairperson
•	 Actor-producer Priyanka Chopra Jonas was announced as the chairperson of Jio MAMI Film Festival, 

almost four months after Deepika Padukone stepped down from the position.
•	 The Mumbai Academy of Moving Image (MAMI) unveiled its plans for the coming year, edition and 

the change in leadership. 
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•	 Priyanka was unanimously nominated by MAMI’s Board of Trustees which comprises Nita M Ambani 
(Co-Chairperson), Anupama Chopra (Festival Director), Ajay Bijli, Anand G. Mahindra, Farhan 
Akhtar, Isha Ambani, Kabir Khan, Kaustubh Dhavse, Kiran Rao, Rana Daggubati, Riteish Deshmukh, 
Rohan Sippy, Siddharth Roy Kapur, Vikramaditya Motwane, Vishal Bhardwaj and Zoya Akhtar.

5. Amway India appoints Mirabai Chanu as brand ambassador
•	 Direct selling FMCG firm Amway India has announced that it has appointed Olympian Saikhom 

Mirabai Chanu as the brand ambassador for Amway and its Nutrilite range of products.
•	 Chanu will spearhead the company’s campaigns focused on product ranges such as Nutrilite Daily, 

Omega and All Plant Protein among others. Chanu, a weightlifter, won the silver medal at the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics in the women’s 49kg category.

Banking News

6. RBI launches the Financial Inclusion Index
•	 The Reserve Bank of India has introduced the Financial Inclusion Index (FI-Index), which is a measure 

of the extent of financial inclusion in India.
•	 FI-Index incorporates the inclusion details of banking, investments, insurance, postal and pension 

sector in India. This was among the announcements made in the first bimonthly monetary policy in 
April this year.
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•	 The value of FI-Index will range between 0 
to 100. Where 0 denotes complete financial 
exclusion while 100 denotes full financial 
inclusion.

•	 Parameters of FI-Index: The FI-Index comprises 
of three parameters, namely- Access (35%), 
Usage (45%), and Quality (20%) with each of 
these consisting of various dimensions, which 
are computed based on a number of indicators. 
In total there are 97 indicators.

•	 The annual FI-Index for the period ending 
March 2021 is 53.9 while for the period ending March 2017 it is 43.4. RBI will release the FI-Index in 
the month of July every year. There is no base year for this Index.

Defence News

7. INS Tabar Participates in Exercise Konkan 2021
•	 The Indian Naval Ship Tabar arrived at Portsmouth in England, to undertake the annual bilateral drill 

‘Exercise Konkan 2021’ between the Indian Navy and Britain’s Royal Navy.
•	 The bilateral naval exercise Konkan is being held every year since 2004, to enhance the interoperability, 

synergy and cooperation between both navies. HMS Westminster of the Royal Navy took part from 
Britain’s side.
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Ranks and Reports News

8. Ghaziabad is world’s second most polluted city of 2020
•	 Uttar Pradesh’s Ghaziabad was adjudged the second most polluted city out of the 50 ‘most polluted 

cities’ in the world in 2020 by a report prepared by British company HouseFresh. Ghaziabad reported 
an average Air Quality Index (AQI) of 2.5 particulate matter (PM) in 106.6µg/m3.

•	 Preceding Ghaziabad, the Chinese city of Hotan in Xinjiang province has been named the most polluted 
city with a PM2.5 of 110.2µg/m3. The report attributed the air pollution in Hotan to sandstorms resulting 
from its closeness to the Taklimakan Desert, which is the largest shifting sand desert in the world.

•	 According to the report, Bangladesh was the most polluted country across the world in 2020, followed 
by Pakistan, India and Mongolia.

•	 Meanwhile, Judbury in Australia bagged the top position in the list of cities with the cleanest air with a 
PM2.5 level of 2.4µg/m3.

Awards News

9. Mohammad Azam honoured with National Youth Award
•	 An influential US lawmaker from New York reintroduced a resolution in the US House of Representatives 

to posthumously award the prestigious Congressional Gold Medal to Mahatma Gandhi in recognition 
of his promotion of peace and nonviolence.
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•	 The Congressional Gold Medal is the highest civilian award in the United States. Gandhi would be the 
first Indian to receive a Congressional Gold Medal, an honour bestowed upon such great figures as 
George Washington, Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King Jr., Mother Teresa, and Rosa Parks.

10. Mohammad Azam honoured with National Youth Award
•	 Mohammad Azam from Karimnagar district in Telangana has been awarded the National Youth Award 

recently by the Union Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur in Delhi for displaying 
exemplary leadership qualities.

•	 He has conducted several awareness programmes related to blood donation, organ donation and 
plantation programmes under the Haritha Haram project. The award carries an appreciation certificate 
and Rs 50,000 cash.
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•	 Apart from these, he has also worked on water conservation, construction of soaking pits, works related 
to the Swachh Bharat mission and government welfare schemes, for the benefit of the people in various 
villages.

•	 He received the ‘Indira Gandhi NSS Award’ from then President of India Pranab Mukherjee. He was 
also awarded the Pratibha Puraskar award by the State government in the erstwhile Andhra Pradesh 
and the Rashtriya Gaurav Samman Award.

Sports News

11. Messi signs for Paris St Germain after leaving Barcelona
•	 Lionel Messi joined star-packed Paris St Germain after leaving Barcelona, the club where he had begun, 

after 21 years.
•	 Messi, a six-time winner of the Ballon d’Or for Europe’s best soccer player, signed a two-year contract 

with an option for a third year. Paris Saint-Germain Football Club, commonly referred to as Paris Saint-
Germain or PSG.

•	 Messi leaves Barcelona with 672 goals in 778 appearances, a record tally for one club. His trophy haul 
includes four Champions Leagues and 10 La Liga titles.

12. Raunak Sadhwani wins 2021 Spilimbergo Open Chess Tournament 
•	 A 15-year-old young Indian Grandmaster Raunak Sadhwani has won the 19th Spilimbergo Open chess 

tournament in Italy. The fourth-seeded Sadhwani, who hails from Nagpur, remained undefeated in the 
tournament, with seven points from nine rounds, in which claimed five wins and four draws.

•	 In the ninth and final round, Sadhwani and Italian GM Pier Luigi Basso finished level on seven points, 
but the Indian was declared the winner on the basis of a better tie-break score.
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Obituaries News

13. Maki Kaji, creator of Sudoku puzzle passes away
•	 Maki Kaji, the creator of puzzle Sudoku passed away at the age of 69 years due to bile duct cancer. He 

was known as the father of Sodoku and was from Japan. He was the president of Nikoli Co., Ltd., a 
Japanese puzzle manufacturer.

•	 Kaji established Japan’s first puzzle magazine, Puzzle Tsushin Nikoli, with pals in 1980. His most 
legendary creation, Sudoku, followed in 1983.

Miscellaneous News

14. Puducherry celebrates its De Jure Transfer day
•	 Puducherry on 16th August celebrated its De Jure Transfer day. Speaker of the Puducherry Assembly, 

R. Selvam, paid floral tributes at the memorial in Kizhur, a remote hamlet in Puducherry, where the 
transfer of power took place on the same day in 1962.
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•	 De Jure Transfer Day is the day it really got 
independence. The then Pondicherry was under 
French control well after 1947.

•	 The treaty of cession signed between the French 
and Indian governments was ratified by the 
French Parliament only on August 16, 1962.

•	 So on that day the “De-Jure”(The Legal Merger of 
the UT with the Indian Union) was effected. 178 
representatives participated in the referendum in 
which 170 voted in favour of a merger with India 
and 8 against it.

•	 Chief Minister of Puducherry: N Rangasamy.

15. J&K Lt Governor Manoj Sinha launches PROOF App
•	 In Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha has unveiled a mobile application named 

PROOF, to bring more transparency and accountability in the governance system. PROOF stands for 
‘Photographic Record of On-site Facility’.

•	 The main objective of this app is to monitor the work progress of all the projects allocated to different 
departments of the UT and ensure timely completion of these projects.

•	 The app will give a complete pictorial view of the work along with its geographical coordinates i.e. 
latitude and longitude and user comments on work progress

•	 As per the new rules of the UT government, no bills shall be entertained in the treasury unless 
photographs of projects are uploaded.

•	 In order to get the bills passed, it will be mandatory to upload geo-tagged photographs to bring in more 
transparency and accountability in the system.

BY SOHIL SINGH
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State News

1. Odisha to become 1st Indian state to Provide Smart Health Cards

•	 Odisha is all set to launch India’s first 
‘Smart Health Cards scheme’ covering its 
3.5 crore people of 96 lakh families under 
the Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana.

•	 The information for the same was 
provided by Odisha Chief Minister (CM) 
Naveen Patnaik while addressing the 
75th Independence Day celebrations in 
Bhubaneswar.

•	 The objective behind Smart Health Cards 
is to provide hassle-free quality treatment 
at the best available health care facilities. 
These cards will work like debit cards for a certain amount.

•	 Through this scheme, Central Government health benefits can also be accessed.
•	 The beneficiaries of National and State Food Security Schemes, Annapurna and Antyodaya schemes 

will get this card and henceforth each family can avail treatment cost up to Rs 5 lakh per annum.
•	 Women members can avail of benefits up to Rs 10 lakh annually.
•	 The health benefits under this scheme can be availed in more than 200 hospital chains of the country 

including Odisha.
•	 Chief Minister of Odisha: Naveen Patnaik and Governor is Ganeshi Lal.

Appointments News

2. PR Sreejesh to be brand ambassador of Kerala adventure tourism
•	 Olympian Parattu Raveendran Sreejesh (PR Sreejesh), goalkeeper and former captain of the Indian 

National Hockey team is set to be named as the brand ambassador of adventure tourism in Kerala.
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•	 Sreejesh was a part of the Indian Hockey team that won the bronze medal at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
games. PR Sreejesh hails from Ernakulam, Kerala.

•	 Kerala CM: Pinarayi Vijayan;
•	 Kerala Governor: Arif Mohammad Khan.

Business News

3. SBI Life launches new-age term insurance policy “SBI Life eShield Next”
•	 SBI Life Insurance announced the launch of a unique new age 

protection solution called ‘SBI Life eShield Next’, which ‘levels 
up’ the protection coverage as the insured achieves life’s major 
milestones.

•	 This means that the policy is neither linked to the stock market 
nor shares any profit or dividends with the policyholders.

•	 It is an individual, non-linked, non-participating, life insurance pure risk premium product and works 
by ‘levelling up’ the required insurance protection, through an increase in sum assured linked to the 
significant ‘level-up milestones in one’s life, like getting married, becoming a parent or buying a new 
house.

•	 SBI Life Insurance CEO: Mahesh Kumar Sharma; 
•	 SBI Life Insurance Headquarters: Mumbai;
•	 SBI Life Insurance Founded: March 2001.

Banking News

4. RBI to introduce ‘Regulatory GAAR’ for round-tripping
•	 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has come 

up with a draft rule with modifications in 
the existing regulation related to foreign 
investment to discourage round-tripping. 
The central bank is looking to tweak the 
existing regulations and has come up 
with draft rules around round-tripping.

•	 Some of the largest Indian companies, 
startups and multinationals with 
an India presence have put their 
outbound investment, fundraising and 
restructuring plans on hold as the RBI looks to introduce fresh regulations around “round-tripping.”

•	 According to the draft rule, any investment made outside India is an entity, in turn, invests in India will 
be treated as round-tripping if the purpose is to escape tax. This is as the same definition and rationale 
used by the tax department under General Anti Avoidance Rule (GAAR) which companies have been 
complaining is quite broad in its scope.
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5. RBI to put in place a “PRISM” to strengthen compliance by lenders
•	 The Reserve Bank of India is putting in place a 

Platform for Regulated Entities for Integrated 
Supervision and Monitoring (PRISM), a web-
based end-to-end workflow automation system, 
to strengthen compliance by supervised entities 
(SEs).

•	 This is aimed at helping supervised entities 
to strengthen their internal defences and 
resilience and bringing focus on root cause 
analysis (RCA).

•	 PRISM will have various functionalities 
(inspection; compliance; incident functionality for cybersecurity; complaints; and returns functionalities), 
with built-in remediation workflows, time tracking, notifications and alerts, management information 
system (MIS) reports and dashboards.

•	 RBI 25th Governor: Shaktikant Das; Headquarters: Mumbai; Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata.

Defence News

6. Army organises 400 Km “JAZBAA-E- TIRANGA” Relay Marathon in J&K
•	 In Jammu and Kashmir, the Army organised a 400 Km “JAZBAA-ETIRANGA” Relay Marathon.
•	 The event was flagged off by Major General Rajeev Puri, General Officer Commanding, Ace of Spades 

Division, who led the relay, closely followed by other military personnel. More than 300 troops took 
part, carrying the Indian Tricolour all along the Line of Control (LoC).

•	 The run inculcated the spirit of brotherhood, as each soldier carried the symbolic National Flag of 
comradeship across the Area of Responsibility (AOR), handing it over to other units which stand 
shoulder to shoulder in war.
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7. Indian Navy Conducts Bilateral Maritime Exercise with Vietnam
•	 The Indian Navy and Vietnam People’s Navy (VPN) undertook a bilateral maritime exercise in the 

South China Sea, to strengthen the defence ties among the two navies.
•	 From India, INS Ranvijay and INS Kora took part in the exercise and from the Vietnam People’s Navy 

(VPN), frigate VPNS Ly Thai To(HQ-012) participated in the drill.
•	 The bilateral interaction aims to consolidate the strong bond shared by the two navies and would be 

another step towards strengthening India-Vietnam defence relations. Regular interactions between the 
two navies over the years have enhanced their interoperability and adaptability.

Summits and Conferences News

8. Piyush Goyal chairs 5th meeting of BRICS Industry Ministers
•	 Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has chaired the fifth meeting of BRICS Industry 

Ministers and called for expanding the horizon of the New Development Bank (NDB). India holds the 
Chairship of BRICS for 2021.

•	 This year, India chose the theme of ‘Intra BRICS Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation and 
Consensus’ for its chairship. 

•	 The BRICS ministers called for the need to adopt 
emerging new technologies, recognising it as an 
important tool for modernisation and transformation of 
industry, and promotion of economic growth.

•	 They also committed to play a constructive role towards 
the promotion of IPR, and expressed their intention to 
collaborate with NDB.
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•	 The meeting concluded with the ministers committing to work together as a group, share best practices 
and move ahead in a positive and constructive manner to achieve the 2030 agenda for sustainable 
development.

Books and Authors News

9. A book on “OPERATION KHUKRI” released by CDS Gen Rawat
•	 CDS General Bipin Rawat was presented a book “OPERATION KHUKRI” by authors Major General 

Rajpal Punia & Ms Damini Punia. The book highlights the Indian Army’s successful rescue mission in 
Sierra Leone as part of the United Nations.

•	 The year was 2000, Sierra Leone, in West Africa, had been ravaged by years of civil strife. With the 
intervention of the United Nations, two companies of the Indian Army were deployed in Kailahun as 
part of a United Nations peacekeeping mission.

Sports News

10. World Athletics U20 Championships begins in Nairobi
•	 The 2021 edition of the World Athletics U20 

Championships has been started in Nairobi, 
Kenya.

•	 The impact of Covid on teams travelling and 
logistics of moving vital equipment around the 
world have proven to be a challenge, the governing 
body said in a release.
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•	 The event was originally scheduled for 2020. The World U20 Championships were held from 17 to 22 
August, 2021.

11. Odisha to sponsor Indian Hockey teams for 10 more years
•	 The Odisha government will sponsor the Indian Hockey teams for 10 more years after the current 

sponsorship ends in 2023, Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced. The state government started 
sponsoring the national hockey teams in 2018.

•	 The teams have scripted history with their brilliant performance at the Tokyo Olympics,” the chief 
minister said, handing over a cash award of Rs 10 lakh to each player.

Important Days

12. World Humanitarian Day: 19 August
•	 World Humanitarian Day (WHD) is observed every 

year on 19 August to pay tribute to humanitarian 
personnel and those workers who lost or risked their 
lives while doing humanitarian service. In 2021 we 
are celebrating the 12th WHD.

•	 The theme for 2021 WHD is #TheHumanRace: a 
global challenge for climate action in solidarity with 
people who need it the most.
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13. World Photography Day: 19 August
•	 World Photography Day is 

celebrated on 19 August every 
year to promote photography 
as a hobby and also inspire 
photographers around the globe 
to share a single photo with the 
rest of the world. The first official 
World Photo Day was observed 
on August 19, 2010.

•	 The origin of World Photo Day 
comes from the invention of the 
Daguerreotype, a photographic 
process developed by Frenchmen 
Louis Daguerre and Joseph Nicephore Niepce in 1837.

•	 It was on August 19, 1939 that the French government purchased the patent of Daguerreotype process 
and announced the invention as a gift “free to the world”.

Obituaries News

14. Tamil actor Anandha Kannan passes away
•	 Tamil star and popular TV host Anandha Kannan passed away. He started his career with Vasantham 

TV in Singapore before moving to Chennai where he worked with Sun Music as a video jockey.
•	 He made a guest appearance in Venkat Prabhu’s Saroja (2008). Anandha Kannan later did a full-fledged 

role in the science fiction Tamil film Adisaya Ulagam (2012).

BY SOHIL SINGH
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National News

1. India launches UNITE Aware Platform in Collaboration with UN
•	 India has launched a tech platform named 

“UNITE Aware”, in collaboration with the 
UN, for improving the safety and security 
of the UN peacekeepers. The platform 
was launched in the presence of External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar at the UN 
headquarters.

•	 The launch of the UNITE AWARE platform 
came as India assumed the Presidency of 
the 15-nation UN Security Council for the 
month of August.

•	 India has contributed USD 1.64 million for UNITE Aware. UNITE Aware platform will provide terrain-
related information to the United Nations military personnel (Blue Helmets) in the line of duty. India 
has developed the technology platform in partnership with the UN Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations and the Department of Operational Support.

•	 Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations; Jean-Pierre Lacroix;
•	 Department of Peacekeeping OperationsFounded: March 1992;
•	 Department of Peacekeeping Operations Headquarters: New York, United States.

Agreements News

2. BRICS signs deal on cooperation in remote sensing satellite data sharing
•	 Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS) signed an agreement for cooperation in remote 

sensing satellite data sharing, according to the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).
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•	 The pact inked on August 17 enables building a virtual constellation of specified remote sensing satellites 
of BRICS space agencies and their respective ground stations will receive the data.

•	 This will contribute in strengthening multilateral cooperation among BRICS space agencies in meeting 
the challenges faced by mankind, such as global climate change, major disasters and environmental 
protection. The agreement was signed under India’s BRICS Chairship.

•	 ISRO Chairman: K.Sivan.
•	 ISRO Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka.
•	 ISRO established: 15 August 1969.

Defence News

3. DRDO develops advanced chaff technology to protect IAF jet
•	 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) have jointly developed an advanced chaff 

technology to safeguard fighter aircraft of the Indian Air Force (IAF) from enemy radar threats.
•	 Defence Laboratory, Jodhpur, and High Energy Materials Research Laboratory (HEMRL), Pune, have 

developed the chaff cartridge meeting qualitative requirements of IAF.
•	 The Indian Air Force has started the process of induction of this technology after the completion of 

successful user trials.
•	 Chairman DRDO: Dr G Satheesh Reddy.
•	 DRDO Headquarters: New Delhi.
•	 DRDO Established: 1958.

4. All-women team of three armed forces summits Mt Manirang in Himachal
•	 An ‘All Women Tri-Services Mountaineering Team’ successfully scaled Mt Manirang (21,625 ft) in 

Himachal Pradesh on August 15, 2021, and unfurled the national flag as a part of commemorative 
activities for ‘Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav’, to celebrate the 75 years of Independence.
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•	 The 15-member expedition team was flagged off on August 01, 2021, from Air Force Station, New 
Delhi, by the Indian Air Force. The team was led by Wing Commander Bhavana Mehra of the Indian 
Air Force.

5. Rajnath Singh launches Defence India Startup Challenge- DISC 5.0
•	 Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh launched Defence India Startup Challenge (DISC) 5.0 under Innovations 

for Defence Excellence – Defence Innovation Organisation (iDEX-DIO) initiative, on August 19, 2021, 
in New Delhi.

•	 The Ministry of Defence has earmarked Rs 1,000 crore for domestic procurement through the iDEX 
initiative for the financial year 2021-2022.

•	 The Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence has approved budgetary support of Rs. 
498.80 crore for iDEX for the next 5 years from 2021-22 to 2025-26.

•	 DISC is a platform wherein the Government, Services, think tanks, industry, startups and innovators 
can work together to help the defence & aerospace sectors reach full potential by creating a strong, 
modern & well-equipped military and equally capable & self-reliant defence industry.
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Economy News

6. Ind-Ra revises GDP growth projection to 9.4% in FY22
•	 India Ratings (Ind-Ra) has projected the GDP growth 

rate for India for FY22 at 9.4%. Earlier Indi-Ra had 
projected the rate at between 9.1-9.6%. It would be 15.3 
per cent in the first quarter, 8.3 per cent in the second 
quarter and 7.8 per cent in each of the remaining two 
quarters of the year.

•	 The agency’s estimate suggests that 5.2 million daily 
doses would have to be administered from now on 
to fully vaccinate more than 88 per cent of the adult 
population as well as to administer single doses to the 
rest by March in the current financial year.

Ranks and Reports News

7. India ranks second in terms of crypto adoption in the world 
•	 India has ranked second in terms of crypto adoption worldwide behind Vietnam, but ahead of countries 

such as the US, UK, and China, according to the 2021 Global Crypto Adoption Index by blockchain 
data platform Chainalysis.

•	 This comes even as worldwide crypto adoption grew by 880% between June 2020 and July 2021, 
according to the report. 

•	 A report by US-based research platform Finder released this month corroborated that the top five 
countries in terms of crypto adoption were all from Asia.

•	 The company surveyed 47,000 users worldwide and 30% of those surveyed in India said they owned 
cryptocurrencies. 

•	 Bitcoin is the most popular coin in India, followed by Ripple, Ethereum and Bitcoin Cash, according to 
the report. 
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•	 Crypto adoption in India has also been led by smaller towns in the country. The largest crypto exchange 
in the country by trading volume, WazirX, said last week that it had seen more than 2,648% growth in 
user sign-ups from tier II and tier III cities in India.

Science and Technology News

8. Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurates Centre for Research & Innovation in 
AI set up at IIT-H
•	 Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has virtually 

inaugurated the Centre for Research and Innovation in Artificial 
Intelligence set up at the Indian Institute of Technology-
Hyderabad (IIT-H).

•	 He also inaugurated the first Academic Building of the 
Department of Materials Science & Metallurgical Engineering, 
High-Performance Computing Centre and High-Resolution 
Electron Microscopy Facility.

•	 The Centre for Research and Innovation in Artificial Intelligence 
in collaboration with Japan International Cooperation Agency-JICA is the best example of international 
cooperation. The University has an agreement with Honeywell Technology Solutions for setting up the 
lab.

Important Days

9. World Mosquito Day observed on 20th August
•	 World Mosquito Day is observed on 20 August 

annually to raise awareness about the causes of 
malaria and how it can be prevented. This day 
is observed to highlight the efforts of healthcare 
officials, NGOs, and others in fighting diseases 
caused by malaria.

•	 On World Mosquito Day every year, awareness is 
created around diseases caused by mosquitoes.

•	 This year amid the coronavirus pandemic, the theme 
of World Mosquito Day 2021 is “Reaching the zero-
malaria target”.

•	 The day also commemorates the discovery made by British doctor Sir Ronald Ross in 1897 that female 
mosquitoes transmit malaria between humans. In 1902, Ross won Nobel Prize for Medicine becoming 
the first British person to receive the award.

10. Sadbhavana Diwas: 20 August
•	 Every year India observes Sadbhavana Diwas on August 20 to commemorate the birth anniversary of 

late erstwhile Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi.



46 www.plutusacademy.comwww.plutusacademy.com

•	 This year on 20th August 2021, we are going to 
celebrate the 77th birth anniversary of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. The Indian 
National Congress instituted Rajiv Gandhi 
Sadbhavana Award in 1992, a year after his 
death.

•	 Every year this day is celebrated in the 
memory of the late Rajiv Gandhi who was the 
youngest Prime Minister of India at the age of 
40 years. In lieu of paying tribute to his vision 
for India, on this occasion contributions to 
society betterments are made.

11. Akshay Urja Diwas 2021: 20 August
•	 Akshay Urja Diwas (Renewable Energy Day) is observed every year on 20 August to raise awareness 

about the developments and adoption of renewable energy in India.
•	 The Akshay Urja Day was initiated by the Indian Ministry for New & Renewable Energy Sources in 

2004. Energy such as Biogas, Solar Energy, Wind energy, hydroelectrical power is a few examples of 
Akshay Urja.

•	 The main motive of Akshya urja Diwas is to make people aware that they have to think about renewable 
energy (Akshya Urja) apart from traditional energy.

•	 Indian Akshay Urja Day was established in 2004 to support renewable energy development programs 
and promote its use instead of traditional sources of energy. The very first event relating to Akshay Urja 
Diwas was organized in New Delhi.

Miscellaneous News

12. Delhi-Chandigarh Highway first EV-friendly highway in India
•	 With a network of solar-based electric vehicle charging stations, the Delhi-Chandigarh Highway has 

become the country’s first EV-friendly highway in the country.
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•	 The network of stations was set up by Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) under the FAME-1 
(Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid) & Electric Vehicles) scheme of the Ministry of Heavy 
Industries.

•	 Union Minister of Heavy Industries (MHI) Mahendra Nath Pandey remotely inaugurated the state-of-
the-art charging station at Karna Lake Resort.

•	 The EV charging station at Karna resort is strategically located at the midpoint of the Delhi-Chandigarh 
highway. It is equipped to cater to all types of e-cars currently in the country.

13. Amazon Alexa Gets Amitabh Bachchan’s Voice in India
•	 Amazon has launched the voice of the 78-year-old Bollywood star Amitabh Bachchan as a part of 

its efforts to amuse existing users and attract new consumers to use its voice assistant over Google 
Assistant and Apple’s Siri.

•	 With the new launch, the US tech giant has also brought its celebrity voice feature to India. The feature 
initially arrived in the US with the voice of American actor and producer Samuel L. Jackson in 2019.

14. Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal to inaugurate country’s first smog tower
•	 Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal will inaugurate the country’s first smog tower on August 23, 2021, at 

Baba Kharak Singh Marg, Connaught Place. The smog tower will clean 1,000 cubic metres of air every 
second and reduce PM 2.5 and PM 10 levels in Delhi.
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•	 The smog tower will work with full force after the monsoon 
season. The scientists of the Delhi Pollution Control Committee 
will accordingly assess the performance of the tower and present 
a monthly report.

•	 Chief Minister of Delhi: Arvind Kejriwal; Lieutenant Governor 
of Delhi: Anil Baijal.

15. Faridabad Smart City ‘ropes in’ comic book icon Chacha Chaudhary to 
aid mission
•	 Faridabad Smart City Limited has roped in an unlikely collaborator to help promote its initiatives on 

social media – comic hero Chacha Chaudhary. The social media campaign’s objective will be to promote 
the steps taken by the agency.

•	 The initiative will involve excerpts of Talking Comics. Each social media post will depict Chacha 
Chaudhary and Sabu, his loyal sidekick, guiding and teaching people on effectively using the 
infrastructure put in place.

•	 The objective of the social media campaign would be to promote the steps the agency had taken, 
including the installation of CCTVs for surveillance, traffic rules, road safety, and waste management.

BY SOHIL SINGH


