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Sports News
1. Virat Kohli steps down as Indian Cricket Team’s Test Captain

•
•
•
•
•
•

Virat Kohli has stepped down as the Test captain of the Indian Men’s cricket team. The decision comes
after the series defeat against South Africa.
Kohli announced his decision to step down through a post on social media this evening.
Kohli replaced MS Dhoni as the captain of Indian team and became the most successful Test captain
with 40 wins in 68 matches.
Under his dynamic captaincy India became a formidable force and dominated every team at home. He
became the first-ever Asian captain to win a Test series in Australia.
The former skipper thanked BCCI, former head coach Ravi Shastri and MS Dhoni in his statement on
social media.
Meanwhile the BCCI thanked Virat Kohli for his admirable leadership qualities that took the Test team
to unprecedented heights.
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Lakshya Sen clinches Men’s Singles title of India Open; Pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy-Chirag Shetty lifts Men’s Doubles trophy

•

•
•

It proved to be a blockbuster Sunday for the Indians in the Badminton arena after Lakshya Sen in Men’s
Singles and pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty in Doubles lifted India Open titles in
New Delhi today.
World championship bronze medallist Lakshya defeated reigning World Champion Loh Kean Yew of
Singapore 24-22, 21-17 in the Summit Clash this evening.
Earlier in the day, India’s top-ranked Men’s Doubles pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
beat the top seeded Indonesian pair of Mohammad Ahsan and Hendra Setiawan 21-16, 26-24 in the
final in 43 minutes.

National News
3. PM Modi to deliver ‘State of the World’ special address at WEF’s Davos
Agenda via video conferencing
•
•

•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will deliver State of the World special address at the World Economic
Forum’s Davos Agenda today at 8:30 PM through video conferencing.
AIR correspondent reports, that during the event, several leaders will share their outlook, insights, and
plans relating to the most urgent global issues such as climate change, social contracts, and vaccine
equity.
The five-day online Davos Agenda summit will kick off from today.
During the event, several Heads of State and Government will address the forum.
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•

These include Prime Minister of Japan Fumio Kishida, President of the European Commission Ursua
von der Leyen, Prime Minister of Australia Scott Morrison, Prime Minister of Israel Naftali Bennett,
President of China Xi Jinping among others.

4. IAMAI organises 16th India Digital Summit 2022

•

Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, Piyush Goyal virtually addressed the 16th India Digital
Summit, 2022.
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•
•
•

The two-day virtual event was organised on January 11 and 12, 2022 by the Internet And Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI). The theme of the summit was “Supercharging Startups”.
India Digital Summit is the oldest event of the digital industry in India. During the event, the Minister
unveiled ‘LEAP’ as the way forward to further strengthen our Startups ecosystem.
LEAP stands for “Leverage, Encourage, Access & Promote”.

Google Pay partners Indifi to provide instant MSME credit as it expands its
financial services play

•
•

•
•

MSME lending platform Indifi Technologies announced a collaboration with Google Pay to provide
instant loans to eligible small merchants on the Google Pay platform.
The borrowing process is entirely digital and eligible merchants on the Google Pay for the Business app
can click on loan offerings from Indifi and submit an application online. The loans will be in the range
of Rs 2.5 to Rs 3 lakh.
With a 35 per cent share of monthly UPI volumes, Google Pay has been growing its financial services
play over the past year like other payments leaders in India.
It already provides loans and short-term credit to individuals and small merchants in tie-ups with IIFL
Loans, CASHe, and ZestMoney, among others.

Important Days
6. Thiruvalluvar Day 2022
•

Among Tamils, poet and philosopher Thiruvalluvar is regarded as a cultural icon.
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•

•
•

His most popular work is Thirukkural, which is basically a collection of couplets on politics, ethics,
economy, and love. To honor his contribution, the Tamils observe Thiruvalluvar Day either on January
15 or 16 as a part of Pongal celebrations.
Previously in the 1930s, Thiruvalluvar Day was celebrated either on May 17 or May 18 but in recent
years, it is observed in January.
And this year, it is celebrated on January 15.
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7. PM Modi Pegs Startups as Backbone of New India, Declares Jan 16 as
National Startup Day

•
•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has declared to mark 16th January as ‘National Start-up Day’.
The announcement was made by PM Modi on January 15, 2022, via video conferencing during a weeklong event “Celebrating Innovation Ecosystem” as a part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
The Prime Minister interacted with more than 150 startups across different sectors, during the event.
The startups, categorised under six groups, gave presentations to the Prime Minister on six themes —
‘growing from roots, ‘nudging the DNA’, ‘from local to global, ‘technology of future’, ‘building champions
in manufacturing’ and ‘sustainable development.

Obituary
8. Legendary Kathak dancer Pandit Birju Maharaj passes away
•
•

•

Legendary Kathak dancer, Pandit Birju Maharaj has passed away at the age of 83.
A recipient of the country’s second-highest civilian award, Padma Vibhushan, he was fondly called
Pandit-ji or Maharaj-ji by his disciples and legions of followers and was one of India’s best-known
artistes.
Birju Maharaj was a descendant of the Maharaj family of Kathak dancers, which includes his two uncles,
Shambhu Maharaj and Lachhu Maharaj, and his father and guru, Acchan Maharaj.
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International News
9. 20th Dhaka International Film Festival inaugurated

•
•
•
•
•

The 9-day long 20th Dhaka International Film Festival (DIFF) was inaugurated at the National Museum
premises in Dhaka on Saturday by the Foreign Minister of Bangladesh Dr A K Abdul Momen.
High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh Vikram Doraiswami was present as special guest on the
occasion.
The film festival is showcasing 225 films spread in ten categories.
Films from 70 countries are being shown at various venues during the festival.
Close to 50 foreign delegates including many from India are participating in the festival.
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•
•

The festival is taking place against the alarming rise in corona cases in Bangladesh over the last 3 weeks.
A new set of restrictions have been imposed since Thursday, Jan 13 in the country restricting public
gatherings and occupancy in public transport among others.

Awards and Honors
10. InnAccel & NIRAMAI receive World Bank Group & Consumer Technology
Association’s Global Women’s HealthTech Awards

•

•
•
•

DBT-BIRAC supported start-ups, NIRAMAI Health Analytix Pvt Ltd, and InnAccel Technologies Pvt
Ltd have received World Bank Group and Consumer Technology Association’s Global Women’s Health
Tech Awards.
The award recognizes innovative startups that leverage tech to improve women’s health and safety.
NIRAMAI Health Analytix was selected for early-stage breast cancer medical device. InnAccel was
selected for Fetal Lite, AI-powered fetal heart rate (FHR) monitor.
The award recognises innovative startups that use technology to improve women’s health and safety in
emerging markets.
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. MeitY invites applications under Chips to Startup Programme

•
•
•
•

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has sought applications from 100 academia,
Research and Development organisations, start-ups and MSMEs under its Chips to Startup Programme.
The Chips to Startup, C2S Programme aims to train 85 thousand high-quality and qualified engineers
in the area of Very large-scale integration and Embedded System Design.
This will be a step towards leapfrogging in the Electronics System Design and Manufacturing space.
The programme would be implemented at about 100 academic institutions across the Country, including
IITs, NITs, and IIITs. The online applications are open until 31st January.

2. PM Modi urges people to register for this year’s Pariksha Pe Charcha
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•
•

•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has urged people to register for this year’s Pariksha Pe Charcha.
In a series of tweets, Mr. Modi said, Pariksha Pe Charcha is a fantastic learning experience and it provides
an opportunity to connect with dynamic youth, understand their challenges and aspirations in a better
way.
He said, it also gives an opportunity to discover the emerging trends in the world of education.
The Prime Minister said exams are approaching and so is Pariksha Pe Charcha 2022.
He urged the participants to take stress-free exams and once again support our brave Exam Warriors,
their parents and teachers.

Defence News
3. INS Vikrant returns to Kochi after its third sea trial

•
•
•
•

The country’s first Indigenous Aircraft Carrier INS Vikrant returned to Kochi after its third sea trial.
The ship, being built by the Cochin Shipyard, had set out for the third sea trial on the 9th of January.
A large number of ship systems were operated and tested, with training on various equipment fitted
onboard.
The trial data will be analyzed with mandatory inspections and balance work on the ship.

4. Indian Navy and Russian Navy conducts PASSEX Exercise in Arabian Sea
•
•
•

Indian Navy and Russian Navy undertook PASSEX exercises at the port of Cochin, in the Arabian Sea.
The Indian Navy’s indigenously designed and built guided-missile destroyer, INS Kochi, took part in
the exercise. Russian Federation Navy was represented by RFS Admiral Tributs.
Two other Russian naval ships, Russian Naval Missile Cruiser Varyag, and Russian Tanker Boris Butoma
were also accompanied.
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•

These exercises are aimed at enhancing interoperability, improving understanding and imbibing best
practices between both the friendly navies, and this will involve advanced surface and anti-submarine
warfare exercises, weapon firings, seamanship exercises and helicopter operations

Obituary News
5. Shanti Devi Dies at 88, Worked to Uplift Tribal Girls
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•
•
•
•

Renowned social worker and Padma Shri awardee Shanti Devi passed away at his residence in Gunupur
of Odisha’s Rayagada district, last night. She was 88.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Odisha chief minister Naveen Patnaik, and several other personalities
on Monday condoled the death of the noted social worker from Odisha.
She had an immense contribution towards restoring peace in Maoist-affected areas of the state.
She was also spearheading the voluntary organisation Seva Samaj. At the age of 17, she got married to
Ratan Das, a Gandhian, and shifted to Koraput.

6. Toshiki Kaifu, Former Japanese Prime Minister Passes Away At The Age Of
91

•
•
•
•

The former Prime Minister of Japan, Toshiki Kaifu who served the country for about two years, passed
away earlier this month at the age of 91, according to the Japanese administration.
In August 1989, Kaifu was elected as a Premier and governed until November 1991.
Kaifu, who is most known for dispatching the Japan Maritime Self-Defence Force to the Persian Gulf in
1991, died on Sunday, January 9, according to Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno.
The reason for his death remained unknown at the time

Appointment News
7. Shersingh B Khyalia appointed as CEO of Adani Power
•

•

The Board of Directors of Adani Power Limited (APL), a subsidiary of Adani Group, approved the
appointment of Shersingh B Khyalia as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Adani Powers with effect
from 11th January 2022.
He is a Chartered Accountant, who has served as the Managing Director in Gujarat Power Corporation.
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•

Earlier, Khyalia has worked as Managing Director in Gujarat Power Corporation, where he got
experience of the Renewable Power Sector especially the development of Ultra Mega Renewable Parks.

Awards and Honors
8. West Indies Great Clive Lloyd Given Knighthood For Services To Cricket
After Year’s Delay
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•
•

•
•
•

Former West Indies Captain Clive Lloyd received Knighthood from Prince William, the Duke of
Cambridge at Windsor Castle, for his services towards the game of cricket.
On the same day, England’s world cup-winning captain Eoin Morgan was awarded with CBE
(Commander of the Order of the British Empire) by Prince William for his services towards the game
of cricket.
The CBE is the highest-ranking Order of the British Empire award, followed by OBE (Officer of the
Order of the British Empire) and then MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire).
A knighthood is a title that is given to a man by a British king or queen for his achievements or his
service to his country.
A man who has been given a knighthood can put ‘Sir’ in front of his name instead of ‘ Mr’

International News
9. Scientists struggle to monitor Tonga volcano after massive eruption

•

•

•

Scientists are struggling to monitor an active volcano that erupted off the South Pacific island of Tonga
at the weekend, after the explosion destroyed its sea-level crater and drowned its mass, obscuring it
from satellites
The eruption of Hunga-Tonga-Hunga-Ha’apai volcano, which sits on the seismically active Pacific Ring
of Fire, sent tsunami waves across the Pacific Ocean and was heard some 2,300 kms (1,430 miles) away
in New Zealand.
Saturday’s eruption was so powerful that space satellites captured not only huge clouds of ash but also
an atmospheric shockwave that radiated out from the volcano at close to the speed of sound.
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. Union Minister Narayan Rane virtually inaugurates MSME Pavilion in
World Expo, 2020 Dubai

•
•

•

•
•

Union Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Minister, Narayan Rane today virtually inaugurated
MSME Pavilion in World Expo, 2020 Dubai.
The World Expo 2020, held under the Bureau International des Expositions aims at bringing together
millions of people for the world’s exceptional show, celebrating human brilliance and achievement with
the theme “Connecting Minds, Creating Future”.
The MSME Ministry’s participation in the Expo will help to develop an understanding of the MSME
ecosystem in India as well as enable interaction with governments of different countries, Business and
Industry leaders, which will help in exchange for best practices adopted across the world.
Mr. Rane also launched the Khadi India Film produced by KVIC.
The Minister said, today it has over six crore units employing over 11 crore people and is a significant
contributor to the economic growth of India.

2. NDRF On 16th Raising Day
•
•
•
•

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) on its Raising Day and said that the force is at the forefront
of many rescue and relief measures, often in very challenging circumstances.
The PM asserted that NDRF’s courage and professionalism are extremely motivating.
National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) celebrates its Raising Day every year on January 19, since it
came into existence on January 19, 2006.
In 2022, the NDRF is observing its 17th Raising Day.
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•
•
•

The NDRF has earned a good name and fame nationally and internationally with its selfless service and
unmatched professionalism in disaster management.
NDRF has saved more than One lakh lives in its 3100 operations and rescued/evacuated over 6.7 lakh
people during disasters.
Director Generals of NDRF: Atul Karwal.

Appointment News
3. Shashank Goel appointed as Additional Secretary in Labor and Employment
Ministry
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•
•
•

Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Shashank Goel, IAS of 90
batch as Additional Secretary in Ministry of Labour and Employment.
Shailesh Kumar Singh, IAS of 91 batch has been appointed as Additional Secretary and Development
Commissioner, Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises.
Manish Kumar Gupta who is presently Principal Commissioner, Delhi Development Authority, Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs has been appointed as Vice-Chairman, Delhi Development Authority in
the rank of Additional Secretary.

4. Narendra Kumar Goenka named as new chairman of AEPC

•
•
•
•
•

Narendra Kumar Goenka has been appointed as the new chairman of the Apparel Export Promotion
Council, AEPC. Former chairman Padma Dr A Sakthivel handed over the charge to him.
Mr. Goenka has been associated with the Council for more than two decades.
He was the Vice Chairman of the apex body of Indian apparel exporters before taking charge as
Chairman of AEPC.
Apparel Export Promotion Council Established: 1978
Apparel Export Promotion Council HQ: Gurgaon.

Banking News
5. Axis Bank & CRMNEXT won IBSi Innovation Awards 2021
•
•

Axis Bank & CRMNEXT Solution won the IBS Intelligence (IBSi) Global FinTech Innovation Awards
2021 for the “Best CRM (Customer Relationship Management) System Implementation”.
It is one of the most prominent awards for global bankersand IT (Information Technology) consultants
across the world.
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•
•
•
•

The Axis Bank implemented CRMNEXT for sales and service modernisation and it also enables smarter
lead processing, automated routing, complete tracking, and visibility.
Axis Bank Founded: 3 December 1993
Axis Bank Headquarters: Mumbai
Axis Bank MD & CEO: Amitabh Chaudhary

6. MobiKwik launches ‘ClickPay’ in collaboration with NBBL

•
•
•

MobiKwik, mobile wallet and Buy Now Pay Later (BNPL) fintech firm, has launched ‘ClickPay’ for its
customers, in collaboration with NPCI Bharat BillPay Ltd.
(NBBL), the wholly owned subsidiary of National Payments Corporation of India.
This feature enables MobiKwik customers to pay recurring online bills (such as mobile, gas, water,
electricity, DTH, insurance, and loan EMIs) with ease by eliminating the need to remember individual
bill details and due dates.
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International News
7. Dubai Opens Architectural Masterpiece ‘Infinity Bridge’ To Traffic For
The First Time

•
•
•

•

The most awaited ‘Infinity Bridge’ in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, has finally been opened to traffic for
the first time on January 16.
As the Deira-Bur Dubai end of the bridge opened early in the morning, the opposite way opened
afterward.
Dubai’s Roads and Transport Authority (RTA) has closed the 46 years old Al Shindagha Tunnel which
connects Deira with Bur Dubai to finish the linkage between the new Infinity Bridge as well as other
new bridges.
The bridge acquired the name ‘Infinity’ as the design of the newly constructed pathway has an iconic
arch that resembles the mathematical sign for infinity.

8. South Africa Launches 1st ‘made In Africa’ Satellites Under SpaceX’s
Transporter-3 Mission
•
•

•

South Africa has launched its first satellite constellation developed entirely in the continent of Africa.
Three locally produced nanosatellites, which made up the country’s first Maritime Domain Awareness
Satellite (MDASat) constellation, were launched from Cape Canaveral in the United States, as part of
American aerospace company SpaceX’s Transporter-3 mission.
Transporter-3, SpaceX’s third dedicated rideshare mission, carried a total of 105 spacecraft for various
organisations and governments, including CubeSats, microsats, PocketQubes and orbital transfer
vehicles.
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9. Poet Maya Angelou becomes first Black woman to appear on US coin

•
•
•

The US Treasury has minted coins featuring poet Maya Angelou – the first black woman ever featured
on the US 25-cent coin known as a quarter.
Angelou, a poet and activist, was the first black woman to write and perform a poem at a presidential
inauguration.
In 2010, she was given a Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest US civilian award by President
Barack Obama.
By Sameer Singhal
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International News
1. Israel Completed A Successful Flight Test Of The Arrow-3

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Israel Missile Defense Organization (IMDO) of the Directorate of Defense Research and
Development (DDR&D) in Israel’s Ministry of Defense, together with the U.S. Missile Defense Agency
(MDA)
Israeli Defense Forces, conducted a successful flight test of the Arrow Weapon System (AWS) and the
Arrow 3 interceptor, which is designed to intercept ballistic missiles outside of the earth’s atmosphere.
The test was performed at a test site in central Israel, and led by Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI).
ISRAEL Capital: Jerusalem
ISRAEL Currency: Israeli New Shekel
ISRAEL Prime Minister: Naftali Bennett
ISRAEL President: Isaac Herzog

2. Indonesia passes law to relocate capital to Borneo jungle
•

•

Parliament on Tuesday approved a bill to relocate Indonesia’s capital from Jakarta to a site deep within
the jungle of Kalimantan on Borneo island, the most significant advancement of an idea the country’s
leaders have been toying with for years.
The new state capital law, which provides a legal framework for President Joko Widodo’s ambitious $32
billion mega project, stipulates how development of the capital will be funded and governed.
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Obituary News
3. Legendary Bengali comics artist, writer and illustrator, Narayan
Debnath passes away

•
•

Debnath, a Padma Shri awardee, even held the record of running the longest comics series by an
individual artiste for Handa Bhonda, which has now completed 53 years.
He was the first and the only comics artist from the country to have received the D. Litt. degree —
‘Litterarum Doctor’ or ‘Doctor Litterarum’, a degree in humanities that is considered to be a higher
doctorate after the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree.’
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•

The celebrated cartoonist was the creator of popular Bengali comic strips like Handa Bhonda (1962),
Bantul the Great (1965) and Nonte Phonte (1969).

4. Eminent theatre personality Saoli Mitra passes away

•
•

•

Saoli Mitra, eminent theatre personality and daughter of legendary actor Sombhu Mitra and Tripti
Mitra died at her residence in South Kolkata on Sunday of heart ailments.
Mitra, 73, a gifted actor, director and playwright, died at her residence in South Kolkata at 3:40 pm and
was cremated at Siriti crematorium later without much fanfare, her close friend and theatre personality
Arpita Ghosh.
Mitra, who was the recipient of Sangeet Natak Akademi in 2003, Padma Shri in 2009, and Banga Bibhusan
in 2012 would be remembered by her fans and critics alike for her solo performance as Draupadi in
Naathvati Anaathbat

5. Noted environmentalist & ‘Save Silent Valley’ campaigner M.K. Prasad
passes away
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Noted environmentalist & ‘Save Silent Valley’ campaigner Prof M K Prasad passed away recently.
He was a prominent figure in the historic grassroots level movement to save the evergreen tropical rain
forests in Kerala’s Silent Valley from destruction.
He had also led the popular science movement, ‘Kerala Sasthra Sahithya Parishath’.
Prof. Prasad, who had served as Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Calicut University, was in the forefront of
environment protection activities in the State.
Save Silent Valley was a social movement aimed at the protection of Silent Valley, an evergreen subtropical forest in the Palakkad district of Kerala, India.
It was started in 1973 by an NGO led by Kerala Sasthra Sahithya Parishad (KSSP) to save the Silent
Valley from being flooded by a [hydroelectric] project. The valley was declared as Silent Valley National
Park in 1985.

National News
6. India & Japan conducted Maritime Partnership Exercise in Bay of Bengal

•
•
•

A Maritime Partnership Exercise was held between the Indian Navy and Japan Maritime Self-Defence
Force (JMSDF) in the Bay of Bengal in a non-contact mode amid COVID-19.
The Indian side was represented by Indian Naval Ships (INS) Shivalik and INS Kadmatt while JMSDF
Ships Uraga and Hirado participated from the Japanese side.
Strengthening bilateral relations, promoting defence cooperation, enhancing mutual understanding
and interoperability, and sharing best practices between IN and JMSDF.
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7. BSF: Operation Sard Hawa

•
•

•
•
•

The Border Security Force will increase surveillance along the Pakistan border in Rajasthan under its
“Operation Sard Hawa” from January 23 to 28.
Arun Kumar Singh, Deputy Inspector General of the BSF, North Zone, said in a statement that due to
fog and haze on the border during winter, the force remains on “high alert” to deal with infiltration and
other nefarious activities from across the border.
The operation will be carried out on the border from January 23 to 28. Under this, the security will be
increased on the border.
All personnel and officers of the headquarters will remain on the border during this period and will
monitor the situation 24 hours
The BSF conducts “Operation Garam Hawa” in summer and “Operation Sard Hawa” in winter every
year

Books and Authors
8. Bose: The Untold Story of an Inconvenient Nationalist
•
•
•

A new biography titled “Bose: The Untold Story of An Inconvenient Nationalist” authored by
Chandrachur Ghose will be released in February 2022.
The book contains the thoughts and opinions of Subhas Chandra Bose about the development of
independent India, communalism, geopolitics and political ideology.
It also marked the untold and unknown stories of Netaji (Subhas Chandra Bose).
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By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. New-Delhi: Amar Jawan Jyoti not being extinguished and is being merged
with flame at National War Memorial
•

•
•
•

The Amar Jawan Jyoti flame at India Gate will be merged with the flame at the National War Memorial
in New Delhi today afternoon. The ceremony will be presided over by the Chief of Integrated Defence
Staff.
India Gate was unveiled in 1931 and it was built to honour the 70 thousand soldiers of British India who
gave the supreme sacrifice.
The Amar Jawan Jyoti was set up after the 1971 Indo-Pak war. After a long wait and multiple considerations,
the National War Memorial was built in the India Gate complex was inaugurated in February 2019.
Government Sources said, there is a lot of misinformation circulating regarding the flame of the Amar
Jawan Jyoti. It said, the flame of the Amar Jawan Jyoti is not being extinguished and it is being merged
with the flame at the National War Memorial.
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•

The sources said, it was an odd thing to see that the flame at Amar Jawan Jyoti paid homage to the
martyrs of 1971 and other wars but none of their names are present there.

2. Grand statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s to be installed at India
Gate
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•
•
•
•

Prime Minister, Narendra Modi has said, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s grand statue, made of granite,
will be installed at India Gate.
In a series of tweets, Mr. Modi said, this would be a symbol of India’s indebtedness to him.
Till the grand statue of Netaji Bose is completed, a hologram statue of his would be present at the same
place.
Mr. Modi added that he will unveil the hologram statue on 23rd January, Netaji’s birth anniversary.

3. Over 76500 ‘Agri Nutri Gardens’ established under Agri Nutri Garden
Week

•
•
•

Over 76 thousand 500 ‘Agri Nutri Gardens’ have been established under the Agri Nutri Garden Week’
as against the target of 7 thousand 500.
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM) observed this week
from 10th to 17th of this month.
It is the Mission’s agenda to support every rural poor household to have Agri Nutri Garden to fulfill the
family’s nutritional needs. Excess production can also be sold for income generation.

4. First BRICS Sherpas meeting of 2022 held on 18-19 Jan under Chinese
chairship
•

•

The first BRICS Sherpas meeting of 2022 was held virtually on January 18-19 2022, with the members
thanking India for its BRICS chairship in 2021 and China has taken on the rotating chairmanship of
BRICS in 2022.
Meanwhile, Sanjay Bhattacharyya India’s BRICS Sherpa said that Last year we saw a significant
achievement that our foreign ministers brought about in terms of the document on the strengthening
and reform of the multilateral systems.
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•
•

These issues of global governance, particularly the UN systems and other institutions, are extremely
important.
And I’m happy that we shall continue to attach high importance to its continued relevance.

5. India tennis star Sania Mirza to retire after 2022 season

•
•
•

Sania Mirza, the most successful woman in Indian tennis history, has decided that she is bidding adieu
to the sports at the end of 2022.
The 35-year-old had already bowed out of singles competitions in 2013.
Sania has six Grand Slam titles in women’s doubles and mixed doubles to her name. However, her last
Slam win came at the Australian Open as far back as in 2016.
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•
•
•
•

Her last headline-grabbing win came with Chinese partner Shuai Zhang in women’s doubles at the
Ostrava Open on September 26, 2021.
“I am taking it week by week.
Not sure if I can last the season, but I wish to,” she was quoted as saying at the ongoing 2022 Australian
Open.
The announcement came after she had to face another defeat.

Appointment News
6. Dileep Sanghani named as new Chairman of IFFCO

•
•
•
•

The board of directors of the Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative (IFFCO) has unanimously elected
Dileep Sanghani as the 17th Chairman of the Cooperative.
He succeeds Balvinder Singh Nakai, who passed away earlier on October 11, 2021. Prior to this, Sanghani
was serving as vice-chairman of IFFCO since 2019.
Sanghani is a senior co-operator from Gujarat and the chairman of the Gujarat State Cooperative
Marketing Federation Ltd. (GUJCOMASOL), a position he has held since 2017.
He held various portfolios in the Gujarat government, including agriculture, cooperation, animal
husbandry, fisheries, cow-breeding, prison, excise, law and justice, legislative and parliamentary affairs.

7. Vijay Shekhar Sharma named as ambassador of Internet panel on languages
UASG
•

Paytm founder Vijay Shekhar Sharma has been roped in as the Ambassador of Universal Acceptance
Steering Group (UASG), a community-based team of industry leaders supported by global internet
body ICANN.
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•
•

UASG works on developing and recommending standards for languages script that are not currently
used to access the internet.
The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) aims to help ensure a stable,
secure, and unified global Internet. Its headquarter is based at California, United States.

International News
8. Oxford University Press declares ‘Anxiety’ as Children’s Word of the
Year 2021
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•

•
•

The Oxford University Press (OUP) has picked up ‘Anxiety’ as the Children’s Word of the Year 2021,
based on their recent research. Apart from “anxiety” (21%), “Challenging” (19%), “isolate” (14%),
“Wellbeing” (13%) and “resilience” (12%) were the children’s top five words.
Over 8,000 children from across 85 schools in the UK, spanning Year 3 to Year 9, were surveyed and
asked to choose the top words they would use when talking about health and wellbeing.
The research highlights the widespread impact lockdown and school closures had on children, with
almost a quarter of all surveyed choosing anxiety (21 per cent) as their number one word, closely
followed by challenging (19 per cent) and isolate (14 per cent).
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Oscar 2022: Suriya’s Tamil socio-drama ‘Jai Bhim’ nominated for Best
Featured Film

•
•
•
•
•

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences revealed the list of 276 films that is eligible for
consideration at the 94th Oscars, yesterday.
Among these films, Suriya’s hard-hitting Tamil socio-drama Jai Bhim is India’s entry into The Academy.
‘Jai Bhim’ which has gained a nomination for best feature film, is in competition with other acclaimed
flicks like ‘Jockey,’ ‘Cruella,’ ‘Dune, ‘Eternals,’ ‘Godzilla VS Kong,”King Richard,’ among other movies.
The courtroom drama directed by TCJ Gnanavel is inspired by a real-life incident from the 1990s in
Tamil Nadu.
Jai Bhim is the fourth Indian film to get nominated for Oscars after Mother India, Salaam Bombay, and
Lagaan.
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2. Prajakta Koli becomes UNDP India’s first youth climate champion

•
•
•

Content creator and actress Prajakta Koli has become India’s first UN Development Programme (UNDP)
Youth Climate Champion under her partnership with the organisation.
The title has been conferred to her following her contribution towards mental health, women’s rights
and girl child education through various global social campaigns.
As a part of her responsibilities now, Prajakta will be entrusted with interacting with young minds to
raise awareness around climate crisis, global warming and biodiversity loss and their impacts

3. Jerri hamlet declared as first ‘Milk Village’ of J&K
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•

•
•
•

In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, the administration has declared Jerri settlement in Reasi
district as the first ‘Milk Village’ of the Union Territory and sanctioned 57 more dairy farms under the
Integrated Dairy Development Scheme (IDDS) for the hamlet.
The village, which houses 73 individual dairy units with 370 cows, will give the local farmers financial
security.
After being declared as ‘Milk Village’, a total of 57 units have been sanctioned under the IDDS for the
village.
Under the IDDS, dairy units of five animals are provided with a 50 per cent subsidy.

4. Tripura rechristens two hill ranges with Kokborok names

•
•
•
•
•

The day commemorates the initial recognition of Kokborok as the official language in 1979.
19th January 2022 marks the observance of the 44th Kokborok Day. The Kokborok language, the official
language of Tripura, is also known as Tripuri or Tiprakok.
In 1979, Kokborok, along with Bengali and English, was declared an official language of the state of
Tripura, India by the state government.
Kokborok Day, also known as the Tripuri Language Day is annually celebrated across the Indian State
of Tripura on 19th January with an aim to develop the Kokborok Language.
Chief Minister of Tripura: Biplab Kumar Deb ● Governor: Satyadeo Narain Arya.

5. Jahnavi Dangeti Creates Record, Becomes First Indian To Complete NASA
Programme
•

•
•

Jahnavi Dangeti, a young girl from Andhra Pradesh, has just completed NASA’s International Air and
Space Program (iasp nasa) at the Kennedy Space Centre in Alabama, US, making her the first Indian to
accomplish this feat.
She is part of a carefully shortlisted group of 20 students from around the world.
She has been a campus ambassador for numerous organisations, including Star (Space Technology and
Aeronautical Rocketry), an Indian private aerospace company.
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•

She is a member of the International Organization of Aspiring Astronauts (IOAA).

6. UNCTAD report: FDI flows to India falls by 26% in 2021

•
•
•
•

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flows to India fell by 26 per cent in 2021, compared to 2020, as per the
UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Investment Trends Monitor published.
In 2020, FDI to India was recorded at USD 64 billion. This was 27 per cent more compared to USD 51
billion in FDI in 2019.
UNCTAD said that low FDI in India was mainly because large cross-border mergers & acquisitions
(M&A) deals recorded in 2020 were not repeated.
The global FDI flows increased by 77 per cent to an estimated USD 1.65 trillion in 2021, from USD 929
billion in 2020.
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Awards and Recognition
7. Bollywood actress Sushmita Sen wins International Association of
Working Women Award for ‘Aarya 2’

•
•
•

Bollywood actress Sushmita Sen has been conferred with the International Association of Working
Women Award at the Washington DC South Asian Film Festival (DCSAFF) 2021.
The former Miss Universe has been felicitated for outstanding performance by a female actor in a TV
series for her show ‘Aarya 2’.
The Aarya 2 series is created by Ram Madhvani and had released on December 10, 2021, on
Disney+Hotstar

8. Scientists name new species of rainfrog after Greta Thunberg
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•
•
•
•
•

A new species of rainfrog, discovered in the Panama jungle, has been named after Swedish environmental
activist Greta Thunberg.
The species has been named as Pristimantis gretathunbergae, or popularly known as the Greta Thunberg
Rainfrog.
The frog was originally discovered in 2012, and was thought to be part of already categorised Pristimantis
family.
However, recent DNA analysis confirmed that the frog is a new species, according to scientific journal
Zookeys.
The new specimen of the tropical amphibian was discovered by an international team of biologists led
by doctors Abel Batista, from Panama, and Konrad Mebert (Switzerland) in Cerro Chucantí, a private
reserve located in the province of Darién.

Appointments
9. Vikram Dev Dutt appointed Air India CMD

•
•
•
•

Senior bureaucrat Vikram Dev Dutt has been appointed as the chairman and managing director of Air
India Ltd as part of a senior-level bureaucratic reshuffle.
He has been appointed as the Air India chief in the rank and pay of Additional Secretary, an order
issued by the personnel ministry said.
Dutt’s appointment comes at a time when the national carrier is going through an ownership change.
On October 25, the Center had signed the share purchase agreement with Tata Sons for the sale of Air
India for Rs 18,000 crore.
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10. Chanchal Kumar named as new MD of NHIDCL

•

•
•
•
•

Chanchal Kumar has been appointed as the Managing Director, National Highways & Infrastructure
Development Corporation Ltd (NHIDCL), under the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways
(MoRTH).
He is appointed in the rank and pay of Additional Secretary.
He is a 1992 batch IAS officer of Bihar cadre, presently Principal Secretary of Bihar’s Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar.
NHIDCL Founded: 2014
NHIDCL Headquarters: New Delhi
By Sameer Singhal
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