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National News

1. New Delhi: 5th Assembly of International Solar Alliance to begin today under India’s presidentship

● The 5th Assembly of International Solar Alliance (ISA) will begin today in New Delhi under India’s
presidency.

● Participants from 109 countries will be sharing their experiences towards a low-carbon economy
through promotion of solar energy at the 4-day event.

● The Assembly is the apex decision-making body of the International Solar Alliance that makes decisions concerning the implementation of the ISA’s Framework Agreement.

● The Assembly meets annually at the ministerial level at the ISA’s seat.
● Talking to AIR, ISA Director General Ajay Mathur outlined the priorities and focus areas of the global meet.

● He said one of the key focus areas of the meeting is streamlining the solar sector investments in the
countries where investments are not lowing at present.

● He said the assembly will also deliberate on creating a Risk Mitigation Facility for solar projects
with a Payment Guarantee Mechanism.
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2. Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw inaugurates India’s First Aluminum Freight Rake at
Bhubaneswar Railway Station

● On 16th October, Sunday, Union Minister for Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw inaugurated India’s First
Aluminum Freight Rake at Bhubaneswar Railway Station in Odisha.

● The indigenously built rake will reduce carbon footprint due to lower consumption of fuel.
● A single rake can reduce 14,500 tonnes Carbon dioxide emissions during its lifetime, said the Minister.

● AIR correspondent reports that Union Minister MR Vaishnaw who is also the minister for Communications and Electronics & Information has said that high-speed 5G internet service will be rolled
out in a few cities of Odisha by March 2023.

● Speaking to media persons in Odisha capital Bhubaneswar today the Union Minister said, In the
irst phase of rollout, 200 cities of India will be connected with the 5G network.

● In this phase, all big cities of Odisha will also receive a 5G network by the end of March 2023.
● By the end of 2023, under phase II, around 80 percent of the State will be covered under the highspeed internet service, the minister revealed.

3. India to host 90th General Assembly of INTERPOL from 18 to 21 Oct

● India is hosting the 90th General Assembly of the International Criminal Police Organization, INTERPOL from 18th to 21st of October in New Delhi.

● The General Assembly is INTERPOL’s supreme governing body, comprising representatives from
each of 195 member countries. It meets once a year.

● India is one of the oldest members of Interpol and joined the organization in 1949.
● All member countries of INTERPOL have agreed to ensure and promote the widest possible assistance between all criminal police authorities in the prevention and suppression of ordinary law
crimes.
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● The role of INTERPOL is to enable police around the world to work together to make the world a
safer place.

4. PM Modi to inaugurate PM Kisan Samman Sammelan 2022 in New Delhi on Oct 17

● On 17th October, Monday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the PM Kisan Samman
Sammelan 2022 at Indian Agricultural Research Institute in New Delhi.

● More than 13 thousand farmers from across the country and around one thousand ive hundred
Agri Startups will participate in the conference.

● More than one crore farmers, from various institutions are also expected to attend the event virtually. The conference will also witness participation of researchers, policy makers and other stakeholders.

● The Prime Minister will also release the 12th installment amount of 16 thousand crore rupees under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi through Direct Bene it Transfer.

● Under the scheme, eligible farmer families are provided a bene it of six thousand rupees per year
in three equal installments of two thousand rupees each.

● AIR correspondent reports that Prime Minister will also inaugurate the Agri Startup Conclave and
Exhibition.

● About three hundred startups will showcase their innovation related to Precision Farming,
Post-Harvest and Value Add Solutions, Allied Agriculture and Supply Chain Management among
others.

5. Home Minister Amit Shah lays Foundation stone of new terminal building of Gwalior airport

● In Madhya Pradesh, Union Home Minister Amit Shah laid the Foundation stone for the new terminal building of Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia airport in Gwalior on 16th October 2022.

● This new terminal will be ready constructed at a cost of 446 crore rupees .
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● On this occasion, Shri Shah said that it will be the best airport in the country. This will go a long way
in improving air connectivity and promoting tourism in Gwalior.

● Shri Shah also laid the foundation stone and inaugurated Jal Jeevan Mission projects worth Rs 43
hundred crore for 3 thousand 143 villages.

● The Union Home Minister also handed over 256 urban and 1 thousand 202 rural houses under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana to the bene iciaries.

6. India rejects Global Hunger Index Report 2022, says attempt to taint Country’s image

● India has rejected the Global Hunger Index Report 2022, which has ranked India at 107 among 121
countries.

● The Ministry of Women and Child Development said in a statement, the index is an erroneous measure of hunger and suffers from serious methodological issues.

● It said, consistent effort is yet again visible to taint India’s image as a Nation that does not ful ill the
food security and nutritional requirements of its population.

● The Ministry said, the report is not only disconnected from ground reality but also chooses to
deliberately ignore efforts made by the Government to ensure food Security for the population,
especially during the Covid Pandemic.

7. Indian grandmaster Arjun defeats ive time world Chess champion Magnus Carlsen

● On 16th October 2022, 19-year-old Indian grandmaster Arjun Erigaisi defeated the reigning ivetime World Chess Champion Magnus Carlsen in round seven of the preliminaries of the Aimchess
Rapid online chess tournament.

● This is the irst victory of Erigaisi over Norwegian Carlsen. Erigaisi had earlier lost to Carlsen in
the Julius Baer Generation Cup inal in September.

● Erigaisi, who had gone down to compatriot Vidit Santosh Gujrathi to make a losing start in the
event, is currently in ifth place after eight rounds.
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● Another Indian D Gukesh is in sixth place with 12 points after mixed fortunes on the second day of
the preliminaries.

● The other Indian players in the fray, Gujrathi, Aditya Mittal, and Harikrishna, are in the 10th, 11th,
and 15th spots after eight rounds of the 15-round preliminary phase.

8. Japan to scrap remarriage restrictions on pregnant women

● Japanese cabinet ministers on Oct 14 approved the scrapping of a law that stipulates women pregnant at the time of a divorce must wait 100 days before marrying again.

● The law, in place for more than a century, does not apply to men and was originally intended as a
way to aid the identi ication of the father who is inancially responsible for a newborn baby.

● Critics have campaigned for a withdrawal of the 1896 law – which had banned remarriage for six
months until being revised in 2016 – calling it outdated and discriminatory.

● The change will also remove a rule that grants parents the right to “discipline children to whatever
necessary extent”.

● Japan consistently ranks low in the World Economic Forum’s annual Global Gender Gap report,

which takes political empowerment into account as well as health, education and economic participation.

● In 2022, the country was placed 116th out of 146 ranked.
● Two years ago, the government delayed an almost two-decade-old target for at least 30 per cent of
leadership positions in business and politics to be held by women.

● A new ive-year plan said efforts would be made to meet the target by 2030 instead of the end of
2020.

9. Center approves India’s 1st cable-cum-suspension bridge across Krishna river
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● The central government has approved the construction of an iconic cable stayed-cum-suspension
bridge across the Krishna river connecting Telangana and Andhra Pradesh and passing through
the Nallamala forest range.

● The decision was announced by the union minister for road transport and national highways Nitin
Gadkari.

● Gadkari said the iconic bridge will have several unique features like the longest glass pedestrian
walkway across a river, gopuram-like pylons, signature lighting and a large navigational span.

● The three-km-long bridge will reduce the distance between Hyderabad and Tirupati by 80 km.
● The bridge begins at Somasila at Kollapur in Telangana’s Nagarkurnool district and Atmakur in
Andhra Pradesh’s Kurnool district.

● At present, the people from Telangana are forced to travel for a long distance via Kurnool to reach
pilgrim centres like Mahanandi, Ahobilam, Tirupati.

● The only other option is to travel by boat across the river from Somasila to reach these places.
● River travel remains riskier due to the low of the Krishna river. A boat capsizes incident that took
place on this route on January 18, 2007, resulted in the death of nearly 60 people.

National News

1. Union Minister Anurag Singh Thakur to inaugurate Mega Cleanliness Drives under Swachh
Bharat 2022 on October 19

● Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur will inaugurate Mega Cleanliness Drives
under Swachh Bharat 2022 from Chandni Chowk, Delhi tomorrow.

● Similar cleanliness drives will also be undertaken in all villages across the country.
● The aim of this drive is to consolidate the efforts of Swachh Bharat 2022 by the Department of
Youth Affairs and its af iliate organizations to further intensify activities for ensuring mass public
participation in the Swachh Bharat campaign.

● The month-long nationwide Swachh Bharat 2022 was launched on 1st of this month from Prayagraj,
Uttar Pradesh.

● The programme commenced on with the objective of collection of one crore kilogram of waste in
the span of one month.

● More than 60 Lakh kilogram of waste has been collected till date
6
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2. 12th DefExpo to begin today in Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar, Gujarat

● The 12th edition of biennial DefExpo will begin in Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar, Gujarat today.
Live demonstrations showcasing the equipment and skill set of the Armed Forces, DPSUs and Industry will be held during the ive-day event.

● The theme of 12th DefExpo is ‘Path to Pride’ which is in line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision to transform India into a strong and self-reliant nation by supporting, showcasing and forging partnerships for the Indian Aerospace and Defence manufacturing sectors with Indian as well
as global customers, the defence ministry said.

● At DefExpo-2022, the participants will get an opportunity to showcase their equipment and plat-

forms and be able to explore the strengths and capabilities of the expanse of Indian Defence industry for forging business partnerships.

● As part of the DefExpo, live demonstrations by the Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard and DRDO,
showcasing land, naval and air procedures, and systems in action will be held in the evening from
4.45 pm daily at Sabarmati River Front.

● The joint live demonstration will include combat freefall, Sarang helo aerobatics, slithering from

helo into a boat, high-speed boat runs and neutralising enemy post, the defence ministry said in a
statement.

3. President Droupadi Murmu appoints Dr. Justice DY Chandrachud as new Chief Justice of India

● President Droupadi Murmu has appointed Dr. Justice DY Chandrachud as the new Chief Justice of
India.

● In a tweet today, Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju said, Justice Chandrachud’s appointment will
come into effect from 9th of next month.

● He will succeed present Chief Justice of India Justice Uday Umesh Lalit.
7
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● Justice DY Chandrachud would be the 50th Chief Justice of India. Born in 1959, Justice Chandrachud was appointed Judge of the Supreme Court of India on 13th May 2016.

● Earlier, he served as Chief Justice of the Allahabad High Court.
● He had completed his LLB from Campus Law Centre from Delhi University and obtained LLM degree and a Doctorate in Juridical Sciences from Harvard Law School in USA.

4. NATO begins annual nuclear exercises in northwestern Europe

● NATO today began its long-planned annual nuclear exercises in northwestern Europe as tensions
simmer over military action in Ukraine and Russian President Vladimir Putin’s threat to use any
means to defend Russian territory.

● Fourteen of NATO’s 30 member countries were due to take part in the exercises.
● The military alliance said around 60 aircraft including ighter jets and surveillance and refueling
planes will take part in the event.

● The bulk of the war games will be held at least 1,000 kilometers from Russia’s borders.
● US long-range B-52 bombers will also take part in the maneuvers, dubbed Steadfast Noon, which
will run until October 30.

● The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is not permitting any media access.
● NATO said that training lights will take place over Belgium, which is hosting Steadfast Noon this
year, as well as over the North Sea and the United Kingdom.

● The exercises involve ighter jets capable of carrying nuclear warheads but do not involve any live
bombs.

5. ORS icon Dr Dilip Mahalanabis dies in Kolkata
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● Dr. Dilip Mahalanabis, the epoch-making doctor, who pioneered the use of oral rehydration theory
for the treatment of diarrhoeal diseases and the development of Oral Rehydration Solution (ORS)
passed away in Kolkata yesterday.

● Dr. Mahalanabis proved the effectiveness of ORS in cholera patients at a refugee camp in Bongaon,
West Bengal, during the 1971 War.

● Dr. Mahalanabis was made a member of the WHO’s Diarrhoeal Disease Control Programme in
1983 for over ive years.

6. Swedish Parliament elects conservative Prime Minister

● Sweden’s parliament elected Moderates leader Ulf Kristersson as the country’s new prime minister.

● A total of 176 members of the Riksdag voted in favor of Kristersson, while 173 members voted
against him.

● The Sweden Democrats were the big winners in the closely fought September 11 general election.
● They emerged as the second-largest party with a record 20.5 percent of votes, trailing only the
Social Democrats, who have dominated Swedish politics since the 1930s.

● The right-wing bloc now has 176 seats in parliament, to their left-wing rivals’ 173. Kristersson’s
four-party alliance unveiled a 62-page roadmap heavily in luenced by the far-right agenda.

● It promises major crackdowns on crime and immigration and the construction of new nuclear reactors.

7. Booker Prize 2022: Sri Lankan author Shehan Karunatilaka wins literary award

● Sri Lankan author, Shehan Karunatilaka has won Britain’s Booker Prize 2022 for iction for his
9
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work “The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida”, about a journalist murdered amid the country’s sectarian strife.

● The judges praised the “ambition of its scope, and the hilarious audacity of its narrative techniques”.
● Karunatilaka’s second novel, The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida comes more than a decade after
his debut, Chinaman, which was published in 2011.

● Neil MacGregor, chair of the judges for this year’s prize, said the novel was chosen because “it’s a
book that takes the reader on a rollercoaster journey through life and death right to what the author describes as the dark heart of the world”.

8. Aayan Khan, the youngest player in men’s T20 World Cup

● UAE’s Aayan Khan, the 16-year-old all-rounder, is the youngest player to feature in the men’s T20
World Cup.

● He was picked in the UAE XI for the team’s irst match of the T20 World Cup against the Netherlands at the Simonds Stadium in Geelong.

● He impressed in the U19 World Cup earlier this year with 93 and one for 13 in UAE’s 82-run win
over West Indies.

● Aayan was out for a seven-ball ive against the Netherlands. He then bowled three overs for 15 runs
and picked a wicket.

● Aayan broke Pakistan pacer Mohammad Amir’s record. The left-arm quick played his irst T20
World Cup when he was 17 years and 55 days old.

● Notably: Netherlands’ Stephan Myburgh, at 38 years and 230 days, is the oldest in the 2022 T20
World Cup.

● Hong Kong’s Ryan Campbell played in the 2016 World Cup when he was 44 years and 33 days old.
9. Three-day Kuchipudi dance festival concludes on grand note in Vijayawada
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● The third World Kuchipudi Natyotsavam was organized for three days in Vijayawada.
● The World Kuchipudi Natyotsavam starts on 14th October 2022.
● The Kuchipudi dance festival is being organized in commemoration of the 93rd birth anniversary
of world-renowned Kuchipudi dance artist Vempati China Satyam.

● The World Kuchipudi Natyotsavam is being organized by the collaboration of the Department of
Culture, Government of Andhra Pradesh, Kuchipudi Art Academy, and Jayaho Bharateeyam.

● More than 3,000 Kuchipudi dancers from Andhra Pradesh and Telangana will take part in the Kuchipudi Dance Festival.

● The Kuchipudi dance students will give ‘Maha Brinda Natyam’ which is a grand performance on
each day.

● Two dances choreographed by China Satyam will be performed by them.
● The two dances are Pedda Vinayaka Kautham and Koluvaitiva.
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National News

1. PM Modi launches Mission DefSpace in Gujarat; says Space technology of India is helping
many developing countries

● Prime Minister Narendra Modi begins his 2-day visit to Gujarat. On the irst day of the visit, PM
launched Mission DefSpace at DEFEXPO 2022 today at Gandhinagar in Gujarat.

● While addressing the DEFEXPO he said this Defence expo is a symbol of new beginnings.
● It is the irst Defence expo where only Indian companies are participating with Made in India Defence products.

● Space technology in India is helping many developing countries. SAARC satellite is an example of
this.

● Space technology is supporting maritime trade and activities.
● AIR correspondent reports that special incentives are being offered to MSMEs involved in defence
production.

● Technologies development fund and iDEX have spurred the R&D in defence sector. National security is the primary priority for the government.

● DefExpo is introducing Indian defence manufacturing capabilities to the world. Here, we are seeing a glimpse of immense future possibilities in the Indian defence manufacturing sector.

● 53 African countries are standing shoulder to shoulder with India. Indian laborers were instrumental in laying the irst railway line in Africa.

● Now, increasing Defence cooperation with giving new heights to India-Africa relations.
● The construction of Deesa air ield would improve National security and also provide impetus to
the local economy.

● Mission DefSpace would give opportunity to the private sector the to show its strength and capabilities.
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2. India, France re-elected as President and Co-President of International Solar Alliance

● India and France have been re-elected as President and Co-President of the International Solar
Alliance (ISA).

● Talking to reporters in New Delhi yesterday, ISA Director General Ajay Mathur said, Union Power
and New and Renewable Energy Minister R K Singh has been re-elected as the President of International Solar Alliance.

● He said, France Minister of State for Development Chrysoula Zacharopoulou has been re-elected
as Co-President.

● AIR correspondent reports that the four - day International Solar Alliance began this Monday under India’s presidentship.

● Participants from 110 countries will share their experiences towards a low-carbon economy
through promotion of solar energy.

3. Bangladesh: Youth from 70 countries to take part in Global Youth Climate Summit

● Youth from 70 countries will participate in a Global Youth Climate Summit to be inaugurated on
Thursday in Khulna, Bangladesh.

● The three day summit between October 20-22 will bring together 650 youth in a hybrid format
with 150 youth participating in person and 500 online.

● The youth will explore how they can lead the ight against climate change.
● Elaborating the purpose of the summit, Ejaj Ahmad, the CEO of the Global Youth Leadership Centre

(GYLC) which is organising the programme, said that the GYLC is being launched as a global organisation to mobilise youth especially from the Global South to tackle the climate crisis.

● The mission of GYLC is to expand youth’s knowledge about climate science, equip them with lead-

ership skills to take individual and collective action, and enable them to launch businesses that
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contribute to climate mitigation or adaptation.

● Ejaj Ahmad said that Khulna has been chosen as the inaugural venue of the GYLC as it is one of
Bangladesh’s most climate vulnerable regions.

4. SARANG – The Festival of India in Republic of Korea’ enthralls art, music lovers in South
Korea

● Indian Embassy in Seoul, South Korea organized its much sought-after annual lagship cultural
program ‘SARANG – The Festival of India in Republic of Korea’ which enthralled the South Korean
art and music lovers with a fusion of Indian and Korean dance and music in a grand spectacle running over two weeks.

● After a two-year COVID hiatus, South Korean audiences enjoyed captivating performances by Indian and Korean musicians, dancers and artists at the 8th edition of the festival which was held from
30 Sept. – 14 Oct. 2022 at various locations across the country.

● Through this festival, the rich cultural diversity of India is showcased through various art forms

including dance, drama, music, ilms and cuisine to the people of Korea to promote understanding
and friendship among the peoples of the two countries.

● The festival which attracted huge and enthusiastic crowd of India lovers, began on September 30
with a curtain raiser at the historical Hwaeom-sa Temple which hosted the Indian Classical Music
and Odissi Dance performance.

● The Cultural performances were also held at Gimhae (Oct 1), Busan (Oct 2), Seoul (Oct 4-5),
Cheongju (Oct 6), Yeongdong (Oct 7), Nami Island (Oct 8-9) and Incheon (Oct 13-14).

5. Beetle named after Novak Djokovic by Serbian scientists

● Serbian scientists have named a new species of beetle after the tennis player Novak Djokovic, a

Serbian tennis player due to its speed, strength, lexibility, durability and ability to survive in a dificult environment.
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● The new species of beetle belongs to the Duvalius genus that is present in Europe. It was discovered several years ago in an underground pit in western Serbia.

● The insect is a specialised underground Coleoptera beetle, a predator which lost its eyes living
deep underground.

● The insect, which belongs to the Duvalius genus of ground beetles that are present in Europe, was
discovered several years ago in an underground pit in western Serbia.

● It is named Duvalius Dokovici, the Tanjug news agency quoted researcher Nikola Vesovic.
● A new species was a specialised underground Coleoptera beetle, a predator which had lost its eyes
living deep underground.

6. 22nd World Blockchain Summit begins in Dubai

● World Blockchain Summit in Dubai is taking place on Oct. 17 and 18, 2022 at Atlantis, The Palm.
● It is one of the most elite gatherings of the global crypto and blockchain ecosystem.
● The 22nd global edition of the World Blockchain Summit will bring together some of the world’s

leading crypto in luencers, policymakers, key government delegates, media, family of ices, HNIs
and other curated investors, among others, to foster the crypto and blockchain community across
the globe.

● Blockchain technology is a technology that leads to a chain of blocks, containing digital information stored in a public database.

● It is a distributed database existing on multiple computers at the same time, which constantly
grows as new sets of recordings or blocks are added to it.

7. Karim Benzema and Alexia Putellas win Ballon d’Or awards

● Real Madrid’s Karim Benzema, a professional French footballer, has won the Men’s Ballon d’Or
(Golden Ball Award) 2022 and becomes the 5th Frenchman to win the prize.
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● Barcelona’s Alexia Putellas, a Spanish professional footballer, has won the Women’s Ballon d’Or
award or Ballon d’Or Féminin Award for the 2nd time.

● The 66th edition of the Ballon d’Or Ceremony (2022) was held on 17th October 2022 at the Théâtre
du Châtelet.

● Paris, France. Karim Benzema becomes only the 2nd player aside from Lionel Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo to win the award since 2008.

● Notably: The most number of Ballon d’Or was received by Lionel Messi. He tops the list with 7
awards followed by Cristiano Ronaldo with 5 awards.
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National News

1. PM Modi holds meeting with UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres; will launch Mission
LiFE in Kevadiya in Kevadiya

● On the second day of his Gujarat visit, Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a meeting with UN Secretary-General, H.E. Mr. Antonio Guterres today at Kevadiya.

● The PM will shortly launch the Mission LiFE in Kevadiya. Mission Lifestyle for Environment will be
the India-led global mass movement toward protecting and preserving the environment.

● Later, PM will also address the 10th Heads of Missions Conference, being organized by the Ministry
of External Affairs at Kevadiya.

● The three-day Conference will bring together more than 100 Heads of Indian Missions including
Ambassadors and High Commissioners from all over the world.

● Various issues pertaining to the contemporary geo-political & geo-economic environment, and
connectivity will be discussed at the conference.

2. Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launches draft of National Credit Framework for public consultation

● Union Minister of Education Dharmendra Pradhan has launched the draft of National Credit Framework (NCF) for public consultation.

● The Government has developed it to enable the integration of academic and vocational domains to
ensure lexibility and mobility between them.

● The Framework would be a game changer by opening numerous options for further progression
of students and inter-mingling of school and higher education with vocational education and experiential learning.
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● It will also enable students who have dropped out of mainstream education to re-enter the education ecosystem.

● Speaking on the occasion in New Delhi yesterday, Mr Pradhan said that National Credit Framework
is a next-generation, multidimensional instrument under National Education Policy, 2020.

● He said, that National Credit Framework is an umbrella framework for skilling, re-skilling, up-skilling, accreditation, and evaluation encompassing our people in educational & skilling institutions
and workforce.

3. India to bring in new National Tourism Policy to attract foreign and domestic tourism

● The government will bring a new National Tourism Policy 2022 to promote tourism in the country.
● Addressing the National Conference on Tourist Police Scheme in New Delhi today, Tourism Minister G. Kishan Reddy said that the policy will be launched before the upcoming budget session.

● He said, Tourism sector will play a major role in making India a developed nation by 2047.
● Speaking on the occasion, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla said, India can become best destination for
tourism in the world by providing safe and secure environment to tourist.

● He said, India is blessed with natural resources, heritage and adventure.
● AIR correspondent reports that the agenda of the Conference is implementation of uniform Tourist
Police Scheme at pan-India level for developing the tourist speci ic policing.

4. Mallikharjuna Kharge elected President of Congress

● Senior Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge today elected as the new party chief. He defeated former Union Minister Shashi Tharoor.
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● Announcing the results in New Delhi, Chairman of the party’s Central Election Authority, Madhusudan Mistry said, Mr. Kharge scored 7,897 votes while Shashi Tharoor got 1,072.

● The polling for election of new Congress president was held two days back. Mr. Kharge will be the
irst Congress President in 24 years who does not belong to the Nehru-Gandhi family.

● Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended his best wishes to newly elected Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge.

● In a tweet today, Mr. Modi wished that Mr. Kharge may have a fruitful tenure ahead.
5. 14th Tribal Youth Exchange Programme held in New Delhi

● Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in collaboration with Ministry of Home Affairs today organised
14th Tribal Youth Exchange Programme for the development of Tribal Youth in New Delhi.

● The aim of the programme is to sensitize tribal youth to rich cultural heritage of the country and
to enable them to appreciate the concept of unity in diversity.

● Its objective is also to expose them to development activities and industrial advancement and help

the tribal youth to develop emotional linkages with their peer groups in other parts of the country
and enhance their self-esteem.

● 220 selected youth in the age group of 18 to 22 years are participating in the programme from Left
Wing Extremism-affected districts of Sukma and Rajnandgaon of Chhattisgarh, Balaghat district of
Madhya Pradesh and Jamui of Bihar.

● The duration of each Tribal Youth exchange Programme is of 7 days.
6. ISSF World Championship: Ramita Jindal crowned world champion in 10 meter Air Ri le
Women Junior event in Cairo
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● India’s Ramita Jindal was crowned world champion in the 10-meter Air Ri le Women Junior event
at the International Shooting Sport Federation, ISSF World Championship Ri le/Pistol in Cairo,
Egypt yesterday.

● She defeated China’s Ying Shen 16-12. Ramita was tied 12-12 in the gold medal clash against Ying
but inished off with two strong shots of 10.8 and 10.7 to clinch the crown in the junior version of
the Olympic event.

● She was fourth in quali ication with 629.6 but topped the ranking round with a 262.8 to make it to
the gold medal match.

● Tilottama Sen won a second medal for India at the event, a bronze, after she shot 261.0 in the ranking round to inish third.

● Indian girls also swept the 50-meter Pistol Women Junior event after Divanshi topped the ield
with a score of 547, Varsha Singh came second with 539 and Tiyana was third with 523.

● The fourth place was also captured by India as Khushi Kapoor shot 521.
● Rhythm Sangwan won a silver in the 25m Standard Pistol Women, shooting 573 to inish behind
China’s Xiao Jiaruixuan who shot 575.

● A second silver came via Abhinav Choudhary who shot 546 in the 50-meter Pistol Men Junior event
to go down narrowly to Korea’s Song Seungho.

7. World Statistics Day 2022

● World Statistics Day 2022 is celebrated annually on October 20th to recognize the importance of
statistics in our daily lives.

● The United Nations Statistical Commission has been at the forefront of advocating for the use of
statistics to track progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

● Good data and statistics are essential for effective planning, monitoring and evaluation of progress
towards the SDGs.

● The theme of Statistics Day, 2022 is “Data for Sustainable Development”.
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8. SemiconIndia Future Design Roadshow : An initiative for boosting the Semiconductor industry

● 1st SemiconIndia Future Design roadshow launched: Rajeev Chandrasekhar, state minister for

electronics and IT for the Union, of icially kicked off the irst SemiconIndia FutureDesign roadshow in Gujarat.

● Speaking at the event, Chandrasekhar stated that the roadshows were organized with the intention of encouraging startups, next-generation innovators, and business titans to invest in semiconductor design.

● As envisioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, it will contribute to the development of a strong
semiconductor ecosystem in the nation.

● At the occasion, the minister also unveiled the ISRO-tested and approved NavIC Receiver Chipsets.
● They are prepared for commercial market deployment.
● The government wants to get as many young Indians interested in and involved in the Semicon
India trip by bringing the programme to every student and every campus.
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National News

1. ISRO plans to send Indian astronauts into space by 2024

● Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) plans to launch Chandrayaan-3, its third mission to the
moon, in June next year.

● Interacting with media personnel on the sidelines of an event in Delhi, ISRO Chairman S. Somnath
said C-3 is ready now.

● ISRO has made Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM3) more robust so that it does not have any problems.
● He added the space agency has also lined up the irst test light of the ‘abort mission’ for Gaganyaan,
the country’s irst human space light, early next year.

● Mr. Somnath said, ISRO also plans to ly Indian astronauts into orbit by the end of 2024 after carrying out successful abort missions and uncrewed test lights.

2. Union Education Ministry to organise ‘Kashi Tamil Sangamam’ month-long programme
from November 16

● Union Education Ministry will organise ‘Kashi Tamil Sangamam’ - a month-long programme from

16th of next month - to rediscover the centuries-old bond of knowledge and ancient civilizations
linkage between Varanasi and Tamilnadu.

● Addressing media about this programme in New Delhi, Education Minister Dharmendra Prad-

han informed that over 2400 tamil people in 12 groups from diverse sections of society, including
acedemics, spiritualism, philosophy, trade and commerce, agriculture, entrepreneurship, arts and
artisanship will visit Kashi for eight days to get familiarised with the ancient knowledge shared by
these two ancient cities.

● Mr Pradhan said, these people will come from Rameshwaram, Chennai and Coimbatore through
train.

22

www.plutusacademy.com

● He said, seminars discussions and lectures will be held during the programme.
● On this occasion, Mr Pradhan also launched a website for the registration process for this monthlong event.

3. UK Prime Minister Liz Truss resigns after less than seven weeks in Downing Street

● UK Prime Minister Liz Truss resigned from the post just six weeks after her appointment. Speak-

ing outside the door of her Number 10 Downing Street of ice today, Truss accepted that she could
not deliver the promises she made when she was running for Conservative leader, having lost the
faith of her party.

● She said there will be a Conservative leadership election to be completed within the next week.
● Earlier in the day, Conservative Party of icials had gathered at Downing Street while a growing
number of her own lawmakers called on her to quit.

● Ms Truss becomes the shortest-serving prime minister in British history, just for 45 days. George
Canning previously held the record, serving 119 days in 1827 when he died.

● Appointed on the 6th of last month, forty-seven-year-old Truss was forced to sack her Finance Min-

ister and closest political ally, Kwasi Kwarteng, and abandon almost all her economic programme
after their plans for vast unfunded tax cuts crashed the pound and British bonds.

● Truss’s premiership came under renewed pressure after the Home Secretary resigned and a chaotic vote on fracking.

● There was fury yesterday around the vote and the methods used to get MPs to vote with the government.

4. T20 World Cup: Two-time champions West Indies knocked out with 9-wicket loss to Ireland
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● In cricket, two-time champions West Indies were knocked out of T20 World Cup after losing to
Ireland in their inal Group B clash of the ongoing tournament today.

● Ireland defeated West Indies by 9 wickets in the game at Bellerive Oval in Hobart.
● Chasing 147 runs, Ireland reached home in 17.3 overs. Paul Stirling’s 66 not out and Lorcan Tucker’s unbeaten 45 made the chase easy for Ireland.

● Earlier, Brandon King played an unbeaten knock of 62 runs as West Indies posted 146 for 5 in 20
overs.

● For Ireland, Gareth Delany returned with three wickets.
● Windies skipper Nicholas Pooran had won the toss and opted to bat irst.

5. Sankarasubramanian named Principal Scientist of ISRO’s Aditya-L1 mission

● The Indian Space Research Organisation has designated Dr. Sankarasubramanian K as the Principal Scientist of the Aditya-L1 mission.

● Aditya-L1 is the irst observatory-class space-based solar mission from India.
● Sankarasubramanian has contributed to AstroSat, Chandrayaan-1 and Chandrayaan-2 missions of
ISRO in several capacities.

● Aditya-L1 is the irst observatory-class space-based solar mission from India.
● The spacecraft will be placed in a halo orbit around the irst Lagrange point, L1, of the Sun-Earth
system.

● A satellite around the L1 point has the major advantage of continuously viewing the Sun without
occultation/eclipses.

● This position provides a greater advantage of observing solar activities continuously.
● Aditya-L1 carries seven payloads to observe the photosphere, chromosphere, and the outermost
layers of the Sun (the corona) using electromagnetic and particle detectors.

● Four payloads directly view the Sun from the unique vantage point of L1, and the remaining three
payloads carry out in-situ studies of particles and ields at the Lagrange point L1.
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6. PhonePe launches green data center with Dell Technologies and NTT

● PhonePe, a homegrown intech platform, announced the launch of its irst green data centre in
India, leveraging technologies and solutions from Dell Technologies and NTT.

● The facility opens up new opportunities in data management for PhonePe, with ef icient data security, power ef iciency, ease of operations, and cloud solutions.

● The centre will also help the company to build sustainable and ef icient infrastructure to scale its
operations across the country further seamlessly.

● The Green Data Center is set to open up new opportunities in data management for PhonePe, with
ef icient data security, power ef iciency, ease of operations, and cloud solutions.

● The center will also help the company to build sustainable and ef icient infrastructure to further
seamlessly scale its operations across the country.

7. India Ranks 41st Among 44 Nations In Pension Index

● As compared to 40th out of 43 countries in 2021, India ranked 41 out of 44 countries in the Mercer
CFS Global Pension Index.

● The MCGPI is a comprehensive study of 44 global pension systems, accounting for 65 percent of
the world’s population.

● The survey pointed out that the country needs to strengthen its regulatory framework and boost
the coverage under private pension arrangements.

● “In the absence of social security coverage in the country, the adequacy and sustainability sub-in-

dices can be improved signi icantly by boosting coverage under private pension arrangements,”
the report based on the survey said.

● Mercer CFS Global Pension Index studies 44 countries that account for 65 per cent of the world’s
population.

● The index value was up from 2021 but below that in 2020. In 2020, India ranked 34 out of 39 countries with a value of 45.7. In 2022, the index value was 44.4.
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National News

1. FATF removes Pakistan from ‘grey list’ after four years

● The inancial Action Task Force (FATF) has removed Pakistan from its grey list after four years.
● This inglorious greylisting has adversely impacted Pakistan’s imports, exports, and remittances
and limited its access to international lending.

● Pakistan has been on the Paris-based watchdog’s grey list for de iciencies in its counter-terror
inancing and anti-money laundering regimes since June 2018.

● The global watchdog on terror inancing and money laundering has said that Islamabad will con-

tinue to work with the Asia/Paci ic Group on Money Laundering to further improve its anti-money
laundering and counter-terrorist inancing system.

● It has also welcomed Pakistan’s signi icant progress in improving its anti-money laundering and
counter-terrorist inancing regime.

● The decision was taken by the FATF in its plenary held in Paris yesterday.
2. HCL’s Shiv Nadar India’s most generous: Hurun India; Premji slips to second spot

● HCL founder Shiv Nadar topped as the most generous person in the country with an annual donation of Rs 1,161 crore, the EdelGive Hurun India Philanthropy List 2022 revealed.

● Nadar, 77, has reclaimed the ‘India’s most generous’ title with a donation of Rs 3 crore per day, according to the report.

● Wipro’s Azim Premji, 77, slipped to the second position with an annual donation of Rs 484 crore
after ruling at the top position for the last two consecutive years, it said.
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● India’s richest man Gautam Adani, 60, ranked seventh in Edelgive Hurun India Philanthropy List
2022, with a donation of Rs 190 crore.

3. Tripura CM opens state’s 1st English-medium govt college

● Chief Minister of Tripura Dr. Manik Saha along with Education Minister Ratan Lal Nath inaugurated
the irst English medium general degree college of the state in the city having 100 intake capacity.

● The irst ive basic subjects of the arts stream include compulsory Bengali and English.
● Tripura government has built the general degree college at a budget of Rs 1 crore by renovating an
old Teaching College.

● The state government aims to make the state an education hub with the inauguration of its irst
English medium government college.

● A large number of schools at each of the revenue blocks have been converted into an English medium government institution with all modern educational tools.

● The exact syllabus of CBSE has been introduced in the schools which are followed by recruiting a
large number of trained teachers and training up to over 40,000 existing teachers.

● The government has also introduced several programs to plug the dropout rates of Tripura with
the help of new initiatives.

4. Delhi L-G V K Saxena approves setting up Four Zila Sainik boards for ex-servicemen

● Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena approved the setting up of four Zila Sainik Boards (ZSBs)

which are responsible for policy formulation and implementation of resettlement and welfare
schemes for ex-servicemen (ESM) and their widows.

● The four ZSBs are to cater to the South-west, East, Shahdara, North-west, Central, and New Delhi
districts. The move will help up to 77,000 ex-servicemen, their widows, and dependents.

● The decision of setting up Zila Sainik Boards came from the 2018 report of a high-level committee
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established by the Central Government.

● The report recommended the setting up of ZSBs by the state government of the population of ESMs
and their families is more than 7,500.

● It was decided to establish four ZSBs in Delhi with a budget of ₹16.69 crores, 60% of which will be
borne by the Central Government.

● In 2019, the in-principal approval was given, and the Arvind Kejriwal-led state government decided on the same.

5. Sanjay Malhotra to take over as next revenue secretary

● The government on Wednesday appointed inancial services secretary Sanjay Malhotra, a

1990-batch Indian Administrative Service of icer of Rajasthan cadre as of icer on special duty
(OSD) in the revenue department.

● He will become the revenue secretary after incumbent Tarun Bajaj retires on November 30, according to an of icial order.

● Tarun Bajaj currently has additional charge of secretary corporate affairs ministry.
● Vivek Joshi, 1989 batch lAS of icer of the Haryana cadre, will take over as secretary in the Department of Financial Services. He is currently Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner,
Ministry of Home Affairs.

● Nagendra Nath Sinha, 1987 batch IAS of icer of Jharkhand cadre, currently serving as secretary in
the Department of Rural Development, will be the new steel secretary on the superannuation of
Sanjay Kumar Singh.

● Shailesh Kumar Singh, 1991 batch IAS of Jharkhand cadre, will take over as secretary in the Department of Rural Development.

● Kamran Rizvi, 1991 batch IAS of UP cadre, will be the new secretary in the Ministry of Heavy Industries.
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6. LVM3 launch to mark ISRO’s entry into global commercial launch service market

● The heaviest rocket LVM3 of the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) will launch 36 sat-

ellites of British start-up OneWeb Broadband Communication Satellites from the spaceport in
Andhra Pradesh’s Sriharikota on October 23, 2022.

● It will mark the the launcher’s entry into the global commercial launch service market.
● This contract with M/s OneWeb is a historic milestone for NSIL and ISRO, as LVM3 is making its
entry into the Global commercial launch service market. As part of the Contract, 36 satellites will
be placed into orbit by one LVM3, from Satish Dhawan Space Centre,” ISRO had said.

● “Cryo stage, equipment bay (EB) assembly completed. Satellites are encapsulated and assembled
in the vehicle. Final vehicle checks are in progress,” it said.

By Sameer Singhal
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