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National News

1. Union Minister Jitendra Singh to lead Indian Ministerial delegation to take part in Global

Clean Energy Action Forum at Pittsburg, US

● Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh said that the Global Clean Energy Action Forum meet offers India
an opportunity to present Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision before the world.

● The Minister said this while brie ing the media before leaving on a ive-day visit to the US as the
head of a high-level Joint Ministerial of icial delegation.

● Dr Singh said the forum will bring together all the stakeholders and it is an acknowledgement of
the leading role assumed by India in issues related to Clean Energy concerns.

● He said he is looking forward to close engagements at the Plenary and Roundtables of Global Clean

Energy Action Forum, especially in the light of recent breakthroughs in the areas of Clean Energy
Technologies both at home and abroad.

● Dr Singh recalled that only last month, the Union Cabinet had approved India’s updated Nationally

Determined Contribution to be communicated to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change.

● He said, Prime Minister Modi launched the National Hydrogen Mission on Independence Day last
year.
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2. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to review bilateral defence ties with his Egyptian counter-

part in Cairo

● Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has reached Cairo on a two-day of icial visit to Egypt. Central Military Zone Commander Major General Tarik Hamed Elshazly received Mr Singh at the Al Maza Air
Base in Cairo.

● During the visit, Mr Singh will hold bilateral talks with Minister of Defense and Defense Production,
General Mohamed Zaki.

● The two Ministers will review the bilateral defense ties, explore new initiatives to intensify military-to-military engagements and focus on deepening cooperation between the defense industries of the two countries.

● An MoU to provide further impetus to enhanced defense cooperation between India and Egypt will
also be signed. Mr Singh will also call on the President of Egypt Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi.

3. Sixth edition of Japan-India Maritime Exercise concludes

● The sixth edition of the Japan India Maritime Exercise 2022, JIMEX 22 hosted by the Indian Navy
concluded in the Bay of Bengal with the two sides bidding farewell to each other with a customary
steam past today at ENC, Visakhapatnam.

● Indian Naval ships led by Rear Adm Sanjay Bhalla, Flag Of icer Commanding Eastern Fleet and
Japan Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) Ships Izumo and Takanami led by Rear Adm Hirata
Toshiyuki, Commander Escort Flotilla Four, participated in the week-long exercise.

● JIMEX 22 witnessed some of the most complex exercises undertaken jointly by the two navies.
● Both sides engaged in advanced level anti-submarine warfare, weapon irings and Air Defence exercises.
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● Shipborne helicopters, ighter aircraft and submarines also participated in the exercise.
● IN and JMSDF ships replenished each other at sea under the agreement on Reciprocal Provision for
Supply and Services (RPSS).

4. Union Minister Anupriya Patel attends East Asia Summit Economic Ministers’ Meeting in

Cambodia

● Minister of State for Commerce and Industry, Anupriya Patel, attended East Asia Summit Economic
Ministers’ Meeting on Saturday in Siem Reap City of Cambodia.

● Ms. Patel reiterated India’s commitment to strengthening the EAS as an ASEAN-led organisation
and supporting the EAS Forum in strengthening regional economic architecture.

● She acknowledged the pivotal role of EAS in strengthening multilateralism and promoting peace,
stability, and economic prosperity in the region.

● She also reiterated India’s willingness to collaborate with East Asian partners in the production of
vaccines, generic drugs and medical technologies used for treatment of COVID patients.

● The meeting saw representation from all 10 ASEAN countries as well as eight partner countries
including Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea, Russia and the US.

5. PM Modi launches National Logistics Policy: Five points on the new initiative

● The need for a national logistics policy was felt since the logistics cost in India is high as compared
to other developed economies.

● It is imperative to reduce the logistics cost in India for improving the competitiveness of Indian
goods both in domestic as well as export markets.
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1. According to the Prime Minister’s Of ice (PMO), the need for a national policy was felt since the
logistics cost in India is high compared to other developed economies.
2. The policy reduces the logistics cost in the country for improving the competitiveness of Indian
goods both in domestic as well as export markets. Reduced logistics cost improves ef iciency cutting across various sectors of the economy, encouraging value addition and enterprise, the PMO
said in a statement.
3. The policy endeavors to improve the competitiveness of Indian goods, enhancing economic growth
and increasing employment opportunities.
4. According to the PMO, PM GatiShakti - the national master plan for multi-modal connectivity - will
get further boost and complementarity with the launch of NLP.
5. India spends around 13 to 14 percent of the GDP on logistics costs. The logistics sector has more
than 20 government agencies, 40 partner government agencies (PGA), 37 export promotion councils, 500 certi ications, over 10,000 commodities, and a $160-billion market. According to the
World Bank Logistics Index of 2018, India is ranked 44th in logistics costs.

6. Evacuation warnings issued in Japan as Typhoon ‘Nanmadol’ brings strong winds, heavy rain
around Kagoshima city

● In Japan, millions of people in the country were under evacuation warnings today as Typhoon

‘Nanmadol’ brought strong winds and heavy rain to the southwest of the country after making
landfall overnight.

● The powerful system has weakened since arriving on land Sunday evening around Kagoshima city
in the southwestern region of Kyushu.

● National broadcaster NHK said one person had been killed and 50 others injured as the storm
passed through Kyushu.

● There was no immediate con irmation of the igures from authorities.
● Of icial sources said, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, who had been scheduled to leave for the Unit-

ed Nations General Assembly today, will delay his trip by a day to check on damage from the storm.

8

www.plutusacademy.com

7. Bajrang Punia bags Bronze medal at World Wrestling Championships at Belgrade, Serbia

● In Wrestling, ace Indian wrestler and Olympic medalist Bajrang Punia captured a bronze medal in
the men’s 65 kg category at World Wrestling Championships yesterday.

● He defeated Puerto Rico’s Sebastian C Rivera by 11-9. This is Punia’s fourth medal at the Championships, starting his journey with bronze in 2013.

● He went on to win silver in the 2018 Championships and followed it with another bronze in 2019.
● Now, he has four championship medals. This is India’s second medal at the ongoing edition of the
World Wrestling Championships.

● Indian wrestler and Commonwealth Games 2022 gold medalist Vinesh Phogat captured a bronze
medal in the women’s 53 kg category at the ongoing World Wrestling Championships 2022 in Belgrade on Wednesday.

8. Bengaluru FC lifts maiden Durand Cup by defeating Mumbai City FC

● Bengaluru FC has won its maiden and the 131st edition of the Durand Cup by defeating Indian Super League (ISL) giants Mumbai City FC 2-1.

● This is seventh domestic title for Bengaluru FC. Both the teams were at one each at the end of irst
half.

● But the goal by Alan Costa in 61st minute gave Bengaluru FC the winning lead against Mumbai.
● Earlier, Mumbai City FC defeated two times champion Mohammedan SC in the semis while Ben-

galuru FC beat Hyderbad FC to seal their spot in the inal. The irst edition of the competition was
played in 1888.

● The 34-day tournament played across three states for the irst time has concluded with the 47th
and inal match between two top teams and former champions of the Indian Super League, ISL.
9
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9. Indian javelin thrower Devendra Jhajharia clinches silver medal in World Para Athletics
Grand Prix in Morocco

● Indian javelin thrower Devendra Jhajharia has clinched a silver medal in the World Para Athletics
Grand Prix, in Morocco.

● Paralympics gold medalist Devendra threw the javelin to a distance of 60.97 meter to capture the
silver.

● Devendra is a three-time Paralympics medalist.
10.

NASA’s Perseverance rover is close to completing its 1st set of objectives on MARS

● The US space agency, NASA’s Perseverance rover is close to completing its irst set of objectives on
MARS.

● According to media reports, the NASA robot has collected a diverse set of rock samples that it will
soon deposit on the surface, awaiting carriage to Earth by later missions.

● It’s been 17 months since the vehicle arrived in an area called Jezero Crater, slung below a rocket
crane.

● NASA and the European Space Agency are working up a plan to retrieve the rock cache.
● It’s an audacious plan that will involve another landing system, some helicopters, a Martian rocket,
and an interplanetary freighter. The goal is to have the samples back on Earth in 2033.

By Sameer Singhal
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National News

1. Queen Elizabeth II laid to rest at St George’s Chapel in Windsor Castle

● Queen Elizabeth II, Britain’s longest-reigning monarch, has been laid to rest at St George’s Chapel
in Windsor Castle, bringing an end to days of public mourning.

● The Queen’s cof in was lowered into the royal vault next to her husband, Prince Philip, yesterday.
● The burial service was an entirely private affair with only members of the Royal Family present at
the Windsor Castle.

● The crown jeweller removed the instruments of state - the imperial state crown, the orb and sceptre - from the cof in before they were put on the altar, symbolising the end of the Queen’s reign.

● Earlier in the day, the late Queen was honoured with a full state funeral at Westminster Abbey - the
building in which she was married, and crowned Queen.

● During his sermon, the Archbishop of Canterbury said the late Queen touched a multitude of lives
during her 70-year reign.

2. Bangladesh score a historic win to lift SAFF Women’s Championship

● Bangladesh won a historic victory at the SAFF Women’s Championship to lift the maiden title at the
Dasarath Rangasala Stadium in Kathmandu yesterday.

● The Bangladesh team defeated hosts Nepal by 3-1 in the inals before a full stadium watching some
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brilliant football on display.

● Starting with an early injury to one of its star performers Sirat Jahan Swapna in the 10th minute,
Bangladesh came on top with the replacement Shamsunnahar Jr scoring a goal only four minutes
later.

● Krishna Rani Sarkar scored the other two goals to secure a resounding victory for Bangladesh to
claim the SAFF title.

● In the rain-soaked stadium, Krishna Rani Sarkar scored the second goal in the 42nd minute with a
brilliant pass from the skipper Sabina Khatun.

● In the second half of the match, Nepal put up spirited play to score a goal in the 69th minute with
Anita Basnet putting the ball into the net.

● However, the Bangladeshi team wrapped up the match 3-1 with a 77th-minute goal by Krishna
Rani Sarkar.

3. Munoth Industries to commission India’s 1st lithium-ion cell factory in Andhra Pradesh

● The Minister of State for Electronics and Information Technology, Rajeev Chandrasekhar has

launched the pre-production run of India’s irst lithium-ion cell manufacturing facility at Tirupati,
Andhra Pradesh.

● This state-of-the-art facility has been set up by Chennai-based Munoth Industries Limited with an
outlay of Rs 165 crores.

● The facility is located in one of the two Electronics Manufacturing Clusters set up in the temple
town, by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2015.

● The installed capacity of the plant at present is 270 MWH and can produce 20,000 cells of 10Ah ca-

pacity daily. These cells are used in power banks and this capacity is around 60 per cent of India’s
present requirement.

● Cells for other consumer electronics like mobile phones, hearable and wearable devices will also
be produced.

● Currently, India imports complete requirements of lithium-ion cells primarily from China, South
Korea, Vietnam, and Hong Kong.
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4. IAF set to retire Abhinandan Varthaman’s MiG-21 squadron by Sept end

● The Indian Air Force is set to retire its Srinagar-based MiG-21 squadron ‘Sword Arms’ that Wing
Commander Abhinandan Varthaman.

● MiG-21 squadron ‘Sword Arms’ was a part of when he had downed an F-16 combat aircraft of Pakistan a day after the Balakot strike in February 2019.

● ‘Sword Arms’ is one of its four remaining squadrons of ageing MiG-21 ighter jets.
● The No. 51 Squadron is to be retired by the end of September, “as per the plan”.
● The remaining three squadrons of MiG-21 will be phased out by 2025.
● IAF is inducting different variants of the indigenous Tejas light combat aircraft to replace the MiG21s.

● The air force got its irst single-engine MiG-21 in 1963, and it went on to induct 874 variants of the
Soviet-origin supersonic ighters to bolster its combat potential.

5. USAID And UNICEF Launches Doordarshan And YouTube Series Titled ‘Door Se Namaste’ In

New Delhi

● The US Agency for International Development and UNICEF launched the Doordarshan and YouTube series titled “Door Se Namaste” at a function held in New Delhi.

● A theatrical ilm on Duur Se Namaste was screened at the event, taking the audience through the
main story, and showing how the messages of vaccine promotion and COVID-19 Appropriate Behavior (CAB) have been interwoven in the entertainment education series.

● Door Se Namaste is a new television series which promotes healthy behaviours in a post-pandemic

world. It is a ictional Hindi series developed in an entertainment education format highlighting
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the challenges of a post-pandemic world and promoting the adoption of healthy behaviour and
practices.

● The programme will be telecast on every Sunday from 11 AM to 12 noon.
● The series is produced by National Film Award winner and Padmashee, Nil Madhav Panda’s production house, Elleeanora Images Pvt. Ltd.

6. Swati Piramal conferred top French civilian honour

● Swati Piramal, Vice Chairperson, Piramal Group has been conferred the Chevalier de la Légion
d’Honneur (Knight of the Legion of Honour).

● The highest French civilian award comes in recognition of Piramal’s outstanding achievements

and contribution in the ields of business and industry, science, medicine, art and culture, both
nationally and internationally.

● The award was presented to her by H.E. Catherine Colonna, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs of France on behalf of President Emmanuel Macron.

● In 2006, she was also awarded the Chevalier de l’Ordre National du Mérite (Knight of the Order of
Merit), France’s second highest civilian honour.

● Swati Piramal is also a recipient of the Padma Shri, one of the highest civilian honours of India, as a
champion of developing frameworks and policies to support women in leadership roles.

By Sameer Singhal
National News
1. Popular comedian Raju Srivastava passes away
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● Popular comedian Raju Srivastava passed away in New Delhi today, September 21.
● He was 58 and took his last breath at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences, AIIMS in New Delhi
today.

● Mr. Srivastava was admitted to AIIMS last month after experiencing chest pain.
2. ICC announces changes in cricket’s playing conditions, using saliva to polish ball now per-

manently prohibited

● The International Cricket Council, ICC on Tuesday announced several changes to its playing condi-

tions after the Chief Executives’ Committee rati ied recommendations from the Sourav Ganguly-led
Men’s Cricket Committee.

● Some of these new rules would be having historic effect on the game of Cricket itself.
● The main changes to the Playing Conditions will come into effect on 1st October, 2022.
● According to the new rules Mankad would no longer be considered as an unfair play but it would
be called an ‘Run-Out’.

● The saliva ban that was implemented for the past two years due to covid-19 would now be permanent and players would not be allowed to use saliva to make the ball shine.

● Another interesting change in rule would be the ‘batter returning when caught’.
● If a batter is caught out the new batsman coming would be the one taking strikes.
● It won’t matter if the players have crossed each other or not in the process.
3. World Alzheimer’s Day 2022

15

www.plutusacademy.com

● World Alzheimer’s Day is being observed today, September 21.
● Alzheimer’s disease is the most common form of dementia. It is a progressive brain disease which
results in loss of memory and thinking skills.

● It destroys the brain cells which causes memory loss, memory changes, erratic behaviour, and loss
of body functions.

● This year the theme for world Alzheimer’s month 2022 is - know dementia, know Alzheimer’s.

4. Acharya Swami Dharmendra passes away

● According to family sources, Acharya was under treatment at the Sawai Man Singh Government
Hospital in Jaipur from August 28.

● He was put on ‘ventilator support’ as his health deteriorated and eventually died today morning.
● Many leaders, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah, have
condoled his demise.

● Prime Minister Modi described Acharya’s death as an irreparable loss to the spiritual world.
● “Extremely saddened by the demise of Shrimad Panchkhand Peethadheeshwar Acharya Dharmendra who was dedicated to the service of the society and the nation.

5. Veteran Assamese swimmer Elvis Ali Hazarika becomes the irst from North East to cross

North Channel

● Veteran Assamese swimmer Elvis Ali Hazarika - has become the irst from the North East to cross
the North Channel.
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● The North Channel is the strait between north-eastern Northern Ireland and south-western Scotland.

● Elvis and his team clocked a timing of 14 hours 38 minutes to achieve this feat.
● With this, Elvis has become the oldest Indian swimmer to cross the North Channel.
6. Gujarati ilm Chhello Show is India’s of icial entry for Oscars 2023

● The Gujarati ilm Chhello Show has been announced as India’s of icial entry to the Oscars 2023.
● The Film Federation of India has announced India’s of icial entry to the 95th Academy Awards.
● It has been selected in the Best International Feature Film category. The ilm is set to release in
theatres on October 14 in India.

● Chhello Show, which is titled Last Film Show in English, had its world premiere as the opening ilm
at Robert DeNiro’s Tribeca Film Festival and has won multiple awards across various international
ilm festivals.

● Director of the ilm Pan Nalin has thanked the Film Federation of India and jury members for selecting his ilm for the Oscars.

7. Keshav Rao Dattatreya Dikshit dies at 98

● Keshav Rao Dattatreya Dikshit, the senior most pracharak of Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh, in
Bengal died at a private hospital in Kolkata on Tuesday morning.
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● He was 98. Born in 1925 at Pulgaon village of Wardha district in Maharashtra, Keshav Rao came to
Bengal in 1950 to act as a pracharak.

● He was respected one and all of the Sangh Pariwar.
● The mortal remains of Keshav Rao was kept at the state headquarters, Keshav Bhavan in the afternoon for a few hours before consigning to lames at the Nimtala Crematorium.

● Sukanta Majumder the state president and other senior leaders of the party express their condolences at his death.

8. Some 230 whales beached in Tasmania; rescue efforts underway

● About 230 whales have been stranded on Tasmania’s west coast, just days after 14 sperm whales
were found beached on an island off the southeastern coast.

● The pod, which is stranded on Ocean Beach, appears to be pilot whales and at least half are pre-

sumed to still be alive, the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania said
Wednesday.

● “Whales are a protected species, even once deceased, and it is an offence to interfere with a carcass,” the environment department said.

● Grif ith University marine scientist Olaf Meynecke said it’s unusual for sperm whales to wash
ashore.

By Sameer Singhal
National News
1. World Rhino Day

● Every year on September 22, World Rhino Day is observed to spread awareness about the different
Rhinoceros species and the dangers they face.

● This day also celebrates all ive rhino species namely the Sumatran, Black, Greater One-horned,
18
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Javan, and White rhino species.

● This year’s World Rhino Day will be observed under the theme- Five Rhino Species Forever.
● The goals of this day are to promote the noble cause of raising awareness about the need to save
rhinos from danger to their lives. The rhinos are constantly under severe threat.

2. Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar inaugurates 3rd edition of Lok Manthan programme in

Guwahati

● Debates and discussions are the soul of good governance and free ideas must low for social harmony, said Vice President, Jagdeep Dhankhar while inaugurating the third edition of the Lok Manthan programme today in Guwahati.

● Addressing a gathering, Mr. Dhankhar said that intolerance of the other’s point of view is very
frequent in present times.

● Freedom of expression is non-negotiable and greater responsibility rests with the members of civil
society to protect the views of the marginalised.

● The Vice President said that such types of programs are important as it is celebrating the culture
and ethos of our country.

● It is highlighting the North Eastern states and facilitates a dialogue that will bring out our traditional knowledge and heritage for the other parts of India.

● He also said that this will provide the opportunity for public discourse.
● Assam Governor Prof. Jagdish Mukhi and Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sharma also spoke on the
occasion.

3. PM Narendra Modi receives copy of Braille version of Assamese Dictionary Hemkosh
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● Prime Minister Narendra Modi received a copy of the Braille version of Assamese Dictionary Hemkosh from Jayanta Baruah in New Delhi yesterday.

● Mr. Modi complimented Jayanta Baruah and his team for their efforts. Hemkosh was among the
earliest Assamese dictionaries dating back to the 19th century.

● On this occasion, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and Ports, Shipping and Waterways
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and other were also present.

4. India’s irst MotoGP to be held in Noida’s Buddh circuit in 2023

● Moto GP, the premier motorcycle racing event, will be held for the irst time in India at Buddh International Circuit in Greater Noida next year.

● MotoGP commercial rights owner Dorna and Noida-based race promoters Fairstreet Sports signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to host the premier two-wheel racing event in India for
the next seven years.

● Riders from as many as 19 countries will participate in the event, which will give a push to trade
and tourism in the country, besides generating employment.

● Grand Prix of Bharat will witness top manufacturers like Yamaha, Honda, Ducati, KTM, and Aprilia

participate in the race. The event will have Noida-based race promoters Fairstreet Sports (FSS)
and they will work closely with the organizers to ensure the success of the tournament.

● MotoGP also has plans to also introduce MotoE into the Indian racing scenario, which will not only
be a irst in Asia but a signi icant green initiative with net zero carbon emission.

5. World Rose Day Welfare of Cancer Patients
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● World Rose Day for the welfare of cancer patients worldwide is celebrated annually on the 22nd
of September.

● This day aims to encourage and support those people who are ighting their battle against cancer.
● The day aims to bring happiness and hope into the lives of such patients and reminds them that
they can emerge victorious in their battle against cancer through determination and positivity.

● On World Rose Day, people offer roses, cards, and gifts to cancer patients and their caregivers, who
also play an important role in this dif icult journey.

● As we all know that the ight against cancer is both physical and psychological, and events such
as the World Rose Day are important as they give inner strength and motivation to the patients to
keep moving forward when the chips are down

6. Indian Navy decommissions INS Ajay after 32 years of glorious service

● INS Ajay was decommissioned after rendering 32 years of service to the nation.
● The decommissioning of INS Ajay was conducted at Naval Dockyard, Mumbai in the traditional
manner.

● The national lag, naval ensign, and the decommissioned pennant of the ship were lowered for the
last time at sunset, signifying the end of the ship’s commissioned service.

● The chief guest for the function was Vice Admiral Ajendra Bahadur Singh, Flag Of icer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval Command.

● The guest of Honour was Vice Admiral AG Thapliyal AVSM Bar (Retd), the irst commanding of icer
of the ship.

● INS Ajay was commissioned on 24th January 1990 at Poti, Georgia in the erstwhile USSR, and was

part of the 23rd Patrol Vessel Squadron under the operation control of Flag Of icer Commanding,
Maharashtra.

● The INS Ajay was in active naval service for more than 32 years during her illustrious journey.
● INS Ajay has participated in several naval operations including Op Talwar during Kargil War and
Op Parakram in 2001.
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7. CCI approves merger of Jio Cinema OTT platform with Viacom18

● Jio Cinema’s OTT merger with Viacom18: The merger of Jio Cinema OTT and Viacom18 Media received approval from fair-trade regulator Competition Commission of India (CCI).

● The CCI announced in a tweet on Monday that, following investments from BTS Investment and

Reliance Projects & Property Management Services, it has approved the merger of the Jio Cinema
OTT platform with Viacom18 Media.

● Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL) and Viacom18 announced a strategic partnership with Bodhi Tree
Systems in April.

● Bodhi Tree to invest Rs 13,500 crore in Viacom18, and Reliance Projects & Property Management
Services, a wholly-owned subsidiary of RIL, will invest Rs 1,645 crore in the broadcaster as part of
the tripartite partnership, creating one of the largest TV and digital streaming irms in India.

● Reliance’s well-liked Jio Cinema OTT app will be moved to Viacom18 as part of the cooperation.
● IT support services are provided by Reliance Projects & Property Management Services.
● Through its roster of channels and streaming service “Voot,” Viacom18 Media engages in the business of offering media and entertainment services.

By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar participates in meeting of BRICS

● External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar, participated in the meeting of BRICS Ministers of Foreign
Affairs and International Relations yesterday, September 22.
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● The meeting was chaired by the Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa Dr. Naledi Pandor as the incoming BRICS Presidency in 2023.

● The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil Carlos Alberto Franco França, Minister of Foreign Affairs

of Russia Sergey Lavrov, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of China Wang Yi led their delegations.

● The Ministers exchanged views on major global and regional issues on the United Nations agenda

in the political, security, economic, inancial, and sustainable development spheres, as well as on
intra-BRICS activities.

● They reaf irmed their commitment to strengthening and reforming the multilateral system, especially the UN and its principal organs.

● They rejected double standards in countering terrorism and extremism. They called for expeditious inalization and adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism.

2. Sign Language Day 2022

● Today is Sign Language Day. Ever since the United Nations declared 23rd September as the International Day of Sign Languages, the Indian Sign Language Research and Training Center ISLRTC
under the aegis of the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities in the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment celebrates it every year.

● The objective of the Sign Language Day celebration on a large scale is to sensitize the general

public about the importance of Indian sign languages, and the information and communication
accessibility for persons with hearing disabilities.

● The theme of this year’s Sign Language Day-2022 is “Sign Languages Unite us”.
3. Hero MotoCorp, Hindustan Petroleum partner to set up charging infrastructure for electric

vehicles
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● Hero MotoCorp has joined hands with Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd to set up charging
infrastructure for electric two-wheelers in the country.

● As a part of the initiative, the two companies will irst establish charging infrastructure at Hindustan Petroleum Corporation’s (HPCL) existing network of stations, with the likelihood of subsequently broadening the collaboration for supplementary business opportunities.

● The charging stations will be set up in select cities, which will then be expanded to other key markets with the aim of establishing a high-density of EV charging station network across the country.

● The two-wheeler major will lead the infrastructure development for the charging network with

each charging station featuring multiple fast chargers, including DC and AC chargers that will be
available to all two-wheeled EVs.

● The entire user charging experience will be controlled by a Hero MotoCorp Mobile App, based on
a cashless transaction model.

● The company is planning to launch its irst electric model next month.
4. Israeli embassy launches project ‘Saaras’ for menstrual health in Ghaziabad

● Project “Saaras”: The women of Arthala village in Ghaziabad are fond of 27-year-old Uzma Kazmi;

it was she who gave them better coping mechanisms for those “uncomfortable days” of the month
by bringing affordable and environmentally friendly sanitary napkins, “Saraas,” within their grasp.

● As part of project “Saraas,” an initiative of the Israeli embassy in India in conjunction with NGO

Khushii, which aims to raise awareness about menstruation health and cleanliness and improve
skills and capacity for women, the centre was opened by Naor Gilon, the Israeli ambassador to
India.

● About 20 kilometres from the national capital of Delhi, the densely populated Arthala hamlet, with

its little roads and winding byways crisscrossing its length and breadth, is home to an estimated
200,000 inhabitants, the majority of whom are from lower socioeconomic classes.

● With assistance from MASHAV, Israel’s organisation for foreign development cooperation, this industrial facility was constructed.

● The facility can already produce 10,000 sanitary pads every day and currently has a workforce of
15 women, the most of whom are from Arthala.

● The cost of each pack of 10 is £20, which is signi icantly less expensive than the equivalent product’s lowest price on the market.
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5. ISRO successfully tests hybrid motor aiming new propulsion system for rockets

● ISRO tests hybrid motors successfully: The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) successfully tested a hybrid motor.

● This may lead to the development of a new propulsion system for next launch vehicles.
● The Bengaluru-based space agency claimed that the 30 kN hybrid motor tested at the ISRO Propulsion Complex (IPRC) at Mahendragiri in Tamil Nadu is stackable and scalable.

● The ISRO Liquid Propulsion Systems Center (LPSC) provided support for the test.
● Liquid oxygen (LOX) served as the oxidizer and hydroxyl-terminated polybutadiene (HTPB) served
as the fuel for the motor.

● A hybrid motor employs solid fuel and liquid oxidizer, as opposed to solid-solid or liquid-liquid
combinations.

● It was explained that using liquids makes throttling easier and that managing the low rate of LOX
makes it possible to restart.

● Both HTPB and LOX are environmentally friendly, but LOX is safer to handle, according to ISRO.
6. Delhi LG inaugurates community policing initiative to spread awareness

● Lt General V K Saxena inaugurated ‘We Care’ a community policing initiative here aimed at spreading awareness about various schemes of the Delhi Police among people.

● This initiative is inaugurated at an event organised at Kartvaya Path at India Gate on the occasion
of ‘Sewa Divas, which is being celebrated to mark the 72nd birthday of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

● The aim of this initiative is to spread awareness among people about different schemes of the Delhi
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Police to maintain coordination and establish a police-public interface.

● In the ‘We Care’ initiative, all DCPs will hold community policing activities in their respective areas
on every Saturday and Sunday for the next three months.

● They will also arrange visits of school children and RWA members to the police stations at 30 se-

lected locations and interact with them through quiz sessions and by disseminating information
through community discussion.

● These initiatives help in providing protection to children, women, senior citizens and foreign tourists.

7. Dharmendra Pradhan introduces SCALE app to advance leather industry skills

● Dharmendra Pradhan introduces SCALE app: The SCALE (Skill Certi ication Assessment for Leath-

er Employees) app was unveiled on September 20th by Minister of Education and Skill Development Dharmendra Pradhan at the Council of Scienti ic & Industrial Research (CSIR)-Central Leather Research Institute (CLRI) in Chennai.

● This app provides a one-stop solution for the education, testing, and employment requirements of
the leather sector.

● The Union Minister claimed during his speech at the event that the leather industry, which already

employs over 44 lakh people, is crucial to the development of widespread employment in the
country.

● He commended the CSIR-CLRI for its critical role in the expansion of this sector and for achieving
the perfect balance between academics and skill development.

● The Leather Skill Sector Council built the SCALE android app to revolutionise how skill development programmes are planned and delivered to trainees in the leather industry.

● All ages of leather craft enthusiasts have access to online live streaming classes from the state-ofthe-art studio at Leather SSC’s headquarters.

● In the Leather Sector, 2.39 million new jobs are anticipated to be created between 2017 and 2022.
● Included in this are 0.88 million full-time employees in the leather industry, 0.77 million workers
for small irms, and 0.74 million independent contractors or daily pay employees like cobblers.

By Sameer Singhal
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