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● External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has unveiled a bust of Mahatma Gandhi in
Asuncion, Paraguay.
● In a tweet, he appreciated the Asuncion Municipality’s decision to locate it at the
prominent waterfront of the city.
● Dr Jaishankar said this is a statement of solidarity that was so strongly expressed
during the Covid pandemic.
● The Minister also visited the historic Casa de la Independencia, from where Paraguay’s Independence movement started more than two centuries ago.
● The Minister said, it is a itting testament to our common struggle and growing relationship.
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● Former Governor of Jharkhand, Syed Sibtey Razi passed away on Saturday in Lucknow.
● He was suffering from heart disease and was under treatment at King George’s Medical College.
● He breathed his last at the Trauma Centre in Lucknow. He served as the Governor of
Jharkhand from the year 2004- 2009.
● Razi was associated with the Congress. He was a member of Rajya Sabha thrice.
● Later he was made the Governor of Jharkhand and Assam.
● Jharkhand Governor Ramesh Bais expressed grief over Razi’s death and prayed for
the peace of departed soul.
● Chief Minister Hemant Soren also prayed for the departed soul.
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● Union Home Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla was on August 19, 2022 given one-year
extension in service till August 22, 2023, according to a Personnel Ministry order.
● Mr. Bhalla, a 1984-batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) of icer of the Assam-Meghalaya cadre, was appointed as the Home Secretary in August 2019.
● The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved extension in service to
Mr. Bhalla as Home Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, for a period of one year beyond August 22, 2022, i.e. up to August 22, 2023, it said.
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● South Korea and the United States began their largest joint military drills in years
today with a resumption of ield training.
● According to media reports, the annual summertime exercises, renamed ‘Ulchi Freedom Shield’ this year and scheduled to end on 1st of September.
● Deep in a military bunker outside Seoul, two Air Force Colonels sit shoulder-to-shoulder.
● This week, for the irst time in four years, the two militaries will run ield exercises,
to practise how they would respond to a North Korean attack.
● South Korea also launched the four-day Ulchi civil defence drills separately today,
designed to boost government readiness, for the irst time since the coronavirus
pandemic emerged.
● The military and civil exercises are aimed at improving the country’s preparedness
to match the changing patterns of war, with evolving cyber threats against key facilities such as chip factories and supply chains.
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● India’s Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa will face Norway’s world champion, Magnus
Carlse, in the inal of the FTX Crypto Cup rapid chess tournament in Miami tonight.
● The 210,000 dollar tournament is hinged on a last-round match between the two
players who have dominated the competition thus far.
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● In the sixth round, Carlsen defeated the Iranian-French teenager Alireza Firouzjain
in tiebreaks.
● On the other hand, R Praggnanandhaa battled back from the verge of defeat to force
a blitz tiebreak in his sixth-round match against World Cup winner Jan-Krzysztof
Duda of Poland.
● After the sixth round, Carlsen, with 15 points, is now two points ahead of his Indian
opponent.
● He will win the FTX trophy if he reaches tiebreaks in the seventh and inal rounds
tonight.
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● 17-year-old Haryana wrestler Antim Panghal has become the irst Indian woman
wrestler to win Gold medal at Under-20 World Wrestling Championship in So ia,
Bulgaria.
● She scored an 8-0 win over Atlyn Shagayeva of Kazakhstan in 53kg category to
achieve this feat.
● This gold medal is historic in its own ways as India has never won any gold medal in
women’s wrestling at U20 World Championships.
● Antim Panghal belongs to Haryana’s Bhagana village in the Hisar district.
● Sonam Malik and Priyanka won silver medals in 62 kg and 65 kg respectively after
losing the gold medal bouts.
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● Tokyo Paralympics champion Javelin thrower Sumit Antil and silver medallist discus
thrower Yogesh Kathuniya created new world records at the ongoing fourth Indian
Open National Para Athletics Championships at the Sri Kanteerava stadium here on
Friday.
● Sumit picked up from where he left off in Tokyo, and created a new world record
after hurling the spear to a record distance of 68.62m in his event.
● The 24-year-old para athlete’s previous world record throw of 68.55m in the F64
category came at the Tokyo Games last year. He also broke the world record thrice
during his six attempts.
● Yogesh, on the other hand, also created a new world record in the discus throw event
with a throw of 48.34m
8. K

’

-N

-

● Kerala’s irst tribal novelist and short story writer Narayan has passed away at the
age of 82 in Kochi.
● He was born in the Malayaraya community in Kadayathur hills in Thodupuzha taluk
in 1940.
● His debut novel, ‘Kocharethi’ published in 1998, was selected for the Kerala Sahitya
Akademi award in 1999.
● The novel has been translated to English, Hindi and south Indian languages. Kocharethi portrays the struggles of the Malayaraya community through the life of protag6
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onist Kunjipennu.
● The novel has been translated to English, Hindi and south Indian languages.

By sameer singhal
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About 1300 Elected Representatives of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) from 22 States
are attending the two-day workshop
Shri Kapil Moreshwar Patil releases SDG’s Anthem and Booklet and launches a Prime
App and PSRLM website
e National Workshop on Localization of Sustainable Development Goals (LSDGs) in
Panchayats through ematic Approach on ‘Village with Self-Suﬃcient Infrastructure’
O

finishes
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● the Olympiad held between August 14 to 21, a total of 209 students from 37 main
and six guest teams participated

7

www.plutusacademy.com

● India ﬁnished third in the 15th International Olympiad on Astronomy and Astrophysics (IOAA) held in Kutaisi, Georgia, on Monday winning ﬁve medals in total—three
gold and two silver.
● The ﬁve winners were namely, Raghav Goyal from Chandigarh (gold), Md Sahil Akhtar
from Kolkata (gold), Mehul Borad from Hyderabad (gold), Malay Kedia from Ghaziabad and Atharva Nilesh Mahajan from Indore won a silver medal each.
3. T

F

● A new illness, Tomato Flu or Tomato Fever, has been found in Kerala and Odisha, as
India continues its ﬁght with coronavirus and monkey pox. So far, 82 children have
been been reportedly infected with the disease. The rash can appear on hands, feet
and buttocks and also cause ulcers in the mouth.
● The symptoms of this rare viral infection include high fever, body ache, joint swelling
and fatigue. Nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, fever, dehydration, swollen joints and body
aches are the other symptoms reported by some patients.
● Tomato ﬂu is caused by intestinal viruses and is rare among adults due to their strong
immunity.
4. N

A

M

S

E

(NAMASTE)

● Namaste is a Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment (MoSJE) as a joint initiative of the MoSJE and the Ministry of Housing and
8
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Urban Affairs (MoHUA).
● NAMASTE envisages safety and dignity of sanitation workers in urban India by creating an enabling ecosystem that recognizes sanitation workers as one of the key
contributors in operations and maintenance of sanitation infrastructure thereby
providing sustainable livelihood and enhancing their occupational safety through
capacity building and improved access to safety gear and machines.
● Ensure safety and dignity of sanitation workers in urban India and providing sustainable livelihood and enhancing their occupational safety through capacity building and improved access to safety gear and machines.
NAMASTE would also aim at providing access to alternative livelihoods support and
entitlements to reduce the vulnerabilities of sanitation workers and enable them to
access self-employment and skilled wage employment opportunities and break the
intergenerationality in sanitation work.
In addition, NAMASTE would bring about a behavior change amongst citizens towards sanitation workers and enhance demand for safe sanitation services.
NAMASTE aims to achieve the following outcomes:

Zero fatalities in sanitation work in India
All sanitation work is performed by skilled workers
No sanitation workers come in direct contact with human faecal matter
Sanitation workers are collectivized into SHGs and are empowered to run sanitation enterprises
All Sewer and Septic tank sanitation workers (SSWs) have access to alternative livelihoods
Strengthened supervisory and monitoring systems at national, state and ULB levels
to ensure enforcement and monitoring of safe sanitation work
Increased awareness amongst sanitation services seekers (individuals and institutions) to seek services from registered and skilled sanitation workers
Five hundred cities (converging with AMRUT cities) will be taken up under this phase of NAMASTE. The list of cities will be notiﬁed at an appropriate time. The category of cities that will
9
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be eligible are given below:

All Cities and Towns with a population of over one lakh with notiﬁed Municipalities,
including Cantonment Boards (Civilian areas),
All Capital Cities/Towns of States/ Union Territories (UTs), not covered in 4(i),
Ten Cities from hill states, islands and tourist destinations (not more than one from
each State).

Enumeration: NAMASTE envisages identifying the Sewer/Septic Tank Workers (SSWs) with a focus
on informal workforce who are engaged in hazardous cleaning operations. The database will enable
MoSJE, NSKFDC and MoHUA (including DAY-NULM, SBM 2.0 and AMRUT) to reach to the SSWs and
their families and provide them necessary support for collectivization, skill building and linking with
social and ﬁnancial beneﬁts. The Survey would be conducted by the City NAMASTE Managers and
validated by the concerned ULB. The survey would be held in digital mode in a pre-approved format.

Extending Insurance Scheme Beneﬁts: For providing a safety net to identiﬁed
SSWs and their families they will be covered under the Ayushyaman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY). The premium for AB-PMJAY for
those identiﬁed SSWs families who are not covered earlier shall be borne under NAMASTE.
Livelihood Assistance: The Action Plan will promote mechanization and enterprise
development. NSKFDC will provide funding support and subsidy(capital +interest)
to the sanitation workers, SHGs of SSWs and private sanitation service organizations
(PSSOs) to procure sanitation related equipment and vehicles under SUY for total
mechanization of cleaning operations. Identiﬁed SSWs and their dependants will be
given counseling on available livelihood choices and an opportunity to acquire alternative skills, if they so desire. Depending on their personal preference, a SSW may
choose to continue working in the sanitation sector, thereby becoming eligible for
receiving capacity building training. Alternatively, the worker may choose to explore
an alternative livelihood option or an entrepreneurial venture. In case the work10
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ers decide to adopt an alternate livelihood of their choice, skilling and EDP support
will be provided to these workers. The workers may start a new livelihood project
as an individual or as a group interested in same option. Details of rate of interest
chargeable on self employment projects including sanitation related projects and
the admissible capital subsidy are as follows:(a) The rate of interest chargeable from the beneﬁciaries will be as follows:Project cost

Rate of Interest per annum 5%

Projects upto Rs. 100000 /-

(4% for women beneﬁciaries)

Projects above Rs 100000/-

6%

(b) Upfront Capital subsidy as under:
Range of Project Cost (Rs.)

Capital Subsidy

For individuals
Upto Rs. 5,00,000

50% of project cost

5,00,000 to 15,00,000

Rs.2.50 lakh + 25% remaining
project cost

(c) For Group Projects:
Upto Rs. 10,00,000 lakh per Same
as
admissible to inbeneﬁciary with maximum proj- dividuals subject to maximum Rs.
ect cost upto Rs. 50,00,000
3.75 lakh per beneﬁciary.
Interest Subvention:
Interest subvention for the rate of interest charged by the Bank over and above the rates
of interest prescribed under the scheme, is also admissible. The maximum repayment
period including the moratorium period of upto 6 months may be 5 years for projects
costing upto Rs. 5.00 lakh and upto 7 years for projects costing above Rs. 5.00 lakh.
Saturation with Social Security Schemes’ beneﬁts: The identiﬁed sanitation workers
and their family members will be extended beneﬁts of all the social security schemes
being implemented by various departments in the area, like:
Food Security (Ration)
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
11
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Scholarship Schemes at pre matric and post matric level
Enrolment of out of school, school-going-age children
Atal Pension Yojana
Pension Schemes for older persons, widows, orphan, physically challenged
etc.
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana(PM-SBY)
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PM-JJBY)
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
Allotment of free land/plots
Anganwari
Coaching for entrance exams and service.
Any other scheme
National NAMASTE Management Unit : National Safai Karamchari Financial Development Corporation(NSKFDC) would be implementing agency for NAMASTE. The
Scheme will operate as a joint initiative of MOSJE and MoHUA, with a dedicated
national team. At the apex of the structure will be the National NAMASTE Monitoring Unit (NNMU) under Managing Director, NSKFDC, which will report to concerned Division head in the MoSJE, Government of India. A Technical Support Unit
(TSU) consisting of team of IT Professional, Experts of implementation of similar
programmes, SHG expert, IEC expert, Banking expert etc., will be established in the
NNMU to support the implementation of NAMASTE and facilitate coordination between MoSJE and MoHUA. Maximum monitoring and reporting will be on real time
basis through mobile app and dedicated website.
State Namaste Management Unit: The State Govt. will decide a suitable
oﬃcer to be designated as State Namaste Director to head State Namaste Management Unit (SNMU). The oﬃcer may be from SBM, NULM, AMRUT or the ULB or any
other relevant Department of the State. He will be assisted by PMU resource (State
NAMASTE Manager) to be deployed under the Scheme as per requirement. At the
12
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City level, City NAMASTE Monitoring Unit (CNMU) shall consist of NAMASTE nodal
oﬃcer of the city to be designated by the concerned ULB, who will be assisted by
PMU resource (City NAMASTE Manager) deployed under the Scheme.
City NAMASTE Monitoring Unit: While constituting the Project Management Unit
as implementation body at the city level, the PMU would be organised in clusters
of municipalities to work as City NAMASTE Monitoring Unit (CNMU) so as to coincide with the SBM clusters. PMU resources would be deputed by NSKFDC accordingly. The PMU should not duplicate the work of the PMU being constituted under
the NULM. The work of the PMU should be passed on to the NULM for the purpose
of forming SHGs and building strong livelihoods. City NAMASTE Monitoring Unit
(CNMU) would also ensure to cover any other urban body like sewerage board/
jal board, cantonment board etc. dealing with sewerage operations in the city. The
details of indicative work proﬁle of the City NAMASTE Manager is given at Annexure-II.
Convergence of Programmes of MoSJE & MoHUA: The safety of SSWs is a joint responsibility of MoSJE and MoHUA. Hence, the intent of NAMASTE is to strengthen
convergence amongst both Ministries for governance and implementation of the
NAMASTE components. The Action Plan leverages the available ﬁnancial allocations of existing SRMS, SBM, DAY-NULM and NSKFDC and brings in a focused approach to provide occupational, social and ﬁnancial safety nets to the SSWs. The
ﬁnancing of the Action Plan shall be leveraged under the Schemes of MoHUA
(SBM and DAY-NULM) particularly for the following interventions:SHG formation of core sanitation workers
PPE procurement and distribution
Safety devices and equipment procurement (can also be ﬁnanced through NSKFDC to ULBs)
Occupational safety training and skilling for SEPs & Duty Supervisors (can also
be done through NSKFDC under SRMS)
Providing work assurance to sanitation workers interested in availing Sanitation Related Projects.
Interventions under AMRUT
IEC Campaign: Campaigns would be undertaken jointly by the ULBs & NSKFDC
13
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to spread awareness about the enumeration of target sanitation workers and other interventions of NAMASTE. Electronic and print media and hoardings at prominent locations shall be used for the campaign in local language and English/Hindi. Maximum use
of social media during the publicity would be ensured.
The Scheme has been approved with an outlay of Rs. 360 crore for four years
from 2022-23 to 2025-26.
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● India has received its ﬁrst indigenously developed hydrogen fuel cell bus which has
been rolled out by the Council of Scientiﬁc and Industrial Research (CSIR) in association with a private ﬁrm called KPIT Limited. In line with the Atmanirbhar Bharat
mission, the new fuel cell bus was unveiled by Dr. Jitendra Singh, Minister of State,
Science and Technology in Pune.
● Fuel cell vehicles utilise a mixture of air and hydrogen to produce electricity, which
runs the vehicle. Having said that, water is the only eﬄuent from the bus. Therefore, FCEVs (Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles) are the cleanest, greenest and most environment-friendly mode of public transportation.
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• Bihar’s Mithila Makhana has been awarded the GI Tag by the Union Government.
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As indicated by its name, is cultivated in the Mithila region of Bihar and some parts
of Nepal — is the ﬁfth product from Bihar which has received the GI tag. Prior to
this, Bhagalpur’s Jardalu Mango, Katarni Dhaan (rice), Nawada’s Maghai Paan and
Muzaffarpur’s Shahi Litchi have been recognised.
What is a GI tag?
In a tweet, the citizen engagement platform of the government of India, ‘MyGovIndia’,
explained that tag “ensures no one other than those registered as authorised users is
allowed to use the popular product name”.
About Mithila Makhana
● Mithila Makhana is also simply known as ‘makhan’. Its botanical name is ‘Euryale
Ferox Salisb’ and it is a special variety of aquatic fox nut. It is believed that the food is
famously consumed during Kojagara Puja by Maithil Brahmins, who celebrate it for
newly-married couples.
● Some of the well-known products that bear GI tag: Basmati rice, Darjeeling Tea
(West Bengal), Chanderi Fabric (Madhya Pradesh), Mysore Silk (Karnataka), Kullu Shawl (Himachal Pradesh), Kangra Tea (Himachal Pradesh), Thanjavur Paintings
(Tamil Nadu), Allahabad Surkha Guava (Uttar Pradesh), Farrukhabad Prints (Uttar
Pradesh), Lucknow Zardozi (Uttar Pradesh) and Kashmir Walnut Wood Carving
(Jammu & Kashmir).
7. S
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● Capital markets regulator Sebi joined the RBI’s account aggregator framework, a
move that will allow customers to share information about their mutual fund and
stock holdings with ﬁnancial service providers.
● Besides, it will give a boost to the Reserve Bank of India-regulated ﬁnancial-data sharing system.
● Under the framework, Financial Information Providers (FIPs) in the securities mar15
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ket, like depositories and asset management companies (AMCs) - through their
Registrar and Transfer Agents or RTAs - will provide ﬁnancial information pertaining
to securities markets to the customers and consented Financial Information Users
(FIUs) through any of the account aggregators registered with the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI).
Account aggregator or AA is an RBI-regulated non-banking ﬁnance company
(NBFC) that facilitates the collection of the ﬁnancial information pertaining to a
customer from ﬁnancial information providers on the basis of the consent of the
customer.
● AA facilitates consolidation, organisation, and presentation of the ﬁnancial information to the customer or FIU based on the explicit consent of the customer.
● Under the guidelines, FIPs in the securities market will have to enter into a contractual framework with the AAs, and the same will distinctly specify the rights and obligations of each party and modalities of dispute resolution mechanism.
● FIPs will share the ﬁnancial information pertaining to securities markets through
the AA only after receiving valid consent from the customer.
● Also, FIPs will have to verify the validity of consent, speciﬁed dates and usage and
the credentials of the AA.
● After due veriﬁcation of the consent, the FIPs in the securities markets will digitally
sign the ﬁnancial information and securely transmit the same to the AA.
● “All responses of the FIPs in the securities markets shall be in real-time,” Sebi said.
● To enable these data ﬂows, the FIPs will have to implement interfaces that will allow an account aggregator to submit the consent artefacts, and authenticate each
other, and would enable a secure ﬂow of ﬁnancial information to the AA.
● Also, FIPs will have to maintain a log of all information sharing requests and the actions performed by them pursuant to such requests.
● Notably, all the 12 Public Sector Banks (PSBs) joined the AA Framework.

By BHUPENDRA YADAV
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● The Center has issued an advisory to states on Hand Foot and Mouth Disease (HFMD),
commonly known as Tomato Flu.
● According to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Tomato Flu was irst identiied in the Kollam district of Kerala on May 6 and as of July 26, more than 82 children
younger than 5 years with the infection have been reported by the local government
hospitals.
● The other affected areas of Kerala are Anchal, Aryankavu, and Neduvathur.
● This endemic viral illness triggered an alert in the neighboring states of Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka.
● Additionally, 26 children (aged between 1-9 years) have been reported as having the
disease in Odisha by the Regional Medical Research Center in Bhubaneswar.
● To date, apart from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Haryana and Odisha, no other regions in India have reported the disease in their State and Union Territories by the virus.
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● The government has terminated the service of three Indian Air Force of icers in the
matter of accidental iring of a BrahMos missile into Pakistan.
● The incident happened in March this year.
● In a statement, Indian Air Force said, a BrahMos missile was accidentally ired on 9th
March this year.
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● It said, a Court of Inquiry was set up to establish the facts of the case including ixing
responsibility for the incident.
● The Court of Inquiry found deviation from the Standard Operating Procedures by
three of icers which led to the accidental iring of the missile.
● In the Court of Inquiry, three of icers have primarily been held responsible for the
incident and their services have been terminated by the Central government with
immediate effect.
● Indian Air Force said, termination orders have been served upon the of icers today.
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● External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar inaugurated the newly opened Indian Embassy in Asuncion o Tuesday during his of icial visit to Paraguay.
● On this occasion, Dr. Jaishankar said, this is a reiteration of India-Paraguay’s strong
bilateral relationship and long-standing multilateral cooperation.
● External Affairs Minister’s visit started with inauguration of a bust of Mahatma Gandhi at a waterfront of Asuncion. He paid homage at the National Pantheon of Heroes
and remembered the sacri ices of Paraguayan national heroes.
● During his visit, Dr. Jaishankar called on President of Paraguay Mario Abdo Benitez
at the presidential palace.
● He also held a meeting with Foreign Minister of Paraguay Julio Cesar Arriola.
● In a statement, External Affairs Ministry said, both sides agreed to strengthen their
cooperation in various areas including trade, commerce, agriculture, pharmaceuticals, traditional medicines and solar energy.
● They also exchanged views on regional and global affairs.
● Dr. Jaishankar addressed a business gathering at the Industrial Union of Paraguay in
presence of Commerce and Industry Minister of Paraguay Luis Alberto Castiglioni.
18

www.plutusacademy.com

5. DRDO

I

N

-

VL-SRSAM

O

● Defense Research and Development Organization and Indian Navy successfully light
tested Vertical Launch Short Range Surface to Air Missile (VL-SRSAM) today.
● The missile was tested from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur off the coast of
Odisha.
● This missile has been indigenously designed and developed by DRDO.
● Defence Ministry said, the light test was carried out from an Indian Naval ship
against a high-speed unmanned aerial target for demonstration of vertical launch
capability.
● Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has complimented DRDO, Indian Navy and associated teams on the successful light trial of missile.
● He said, the missile will prove to be a force multiplier for the Indian Navy. DRDO
Chairman Dr G Satheesh Reddy congratulated the teams involved in the successful
light test.
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● Bangladesh-born Fahmida Azim working for the Insider online magazine of the
United States has been selected for the 2022 Pulitzer prize under the category of
Illustrated Reporting and Commentary.
● She is among the four journalists including Anthony Del Col, Josh Adams and Walt
19
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Hickey of Insider being published from New York, selected for their work on the Chinese oppression of the Uyghurs.
● The work ‘I escaped a Chinese internment Camp’ has illustrations by Fahmida Azim.
● The citation for the award said that they have been selected for the prize for using
graphic reportage and the comics medium to tell a powerful yet intimate story of the
Chinese oppression of the Uyghurs, making the issue accessible to a wider public.
● Fahmida Azim was born in Bangladesh and now settled in the US. She is an illustrator and story teller.
● Her work centers on themes of identity, culture and autonomy.
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● Internaut Day is being celebrated around the world today to mark the invention of
the World Wide Web.
● An “internaut” is a person who possesses a thorough knowledge of how to use the
Internet and its history.
● It is hard to imagine the ease and comfort of doing anything in the present times
without the internet and the access available to the amount of information on the
web.
● August 23 marks the day when the World Wide Web was opened to the public back
in the year 1991 for the irst time by WWW inventor Tim Berners Lee as he allowed
its access, CERN announced that internet would be free to everyone and there would
be no fee for its use.
● Lee , an English computer scientist had invented the World Wide Web in 1989 , while
working at the CERN.
● He had initially proposed an information management system on 12th of March in
the year 1989 and thereafter was able to implement the irst successful world wide
web communication through the Internet around November in the same year.
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● He also devised and implemented the irst Web browser and Web server and helped
foster the Web’s subsequent rapid development.
8. HPCL

-

-

● HPCL Compressed Biogas Project: HPCL’s irst of its kind Waste-to-Energy portfolio,
uses 100 tonnes of dung per day to make biogas, which may be used as vehicle fuel.
● In a year, the HPCL Compressed Biogas Project project is expected to be put into operation.
● The GOBAR-Dhan plan, announced by the Indian government in April 2018 as a part
of the Swachh Bharat Mission’s (Grameen) Biodegradable Waste Management component, is the framework under which the HPCL Compressed Biogas Project initiative is being developed.
● The HPCL Compressed Biogas Project project is being developed under the GOBAR-Dhan scheme, which was introduced by the Indian government in April 2018 as
a part of the Swachh Bharat Mission’s (Grameen) Biodegradable Waste Management
component.
● The HPCL Compressed Biogas Project scheme aims to improve cleanliness and produce wealth and energy from organic waste and livestock.
● At Shree Godham Mahatirth Pathmeda Lok Punyarth Nyas, Village Pathmeda, Tehsil
Sanchore District Jalore in Rajasthan, the project’s groundbreaking ceremony was
held.
● Senior HPCL of icials including ED Biofuel & Renewables Shuvendu Gupta were present at the occasion.
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● Odisha cadre 1987-batch IAS officer, Rajesh Verma has been appointed as the
Secretary to President Droupadi Murmu.
● He replaces the incumbent Kapil Dev Tripathi, a 1980-batch IAS of icer.
● He is currently serving as Secretary of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs & has also
served as principal secretary to Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik.
● In the past, Verma has also served as the Principal Secretary to Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik and Principal Secretary of Energy Department, Government of Odisha.
● Droupadi Murmu became the 15th President of India after Chief Justice of India (CJI)
NV Ramana administered the oath of of ice last month.
● With this, she became the second woman President of the country, and the irst-ever
tribal woman to hold the highest Constitutional of ice and also happens to be the
irst President to be born in independent India.
● Murmu received around 64 per cent of the valid votes of MPs and MLAs comprising
the Electoral College.
● Murmu received 6,76,803 votes whereas Sinha secured 3,80,177 votes

By Sameer Singhal
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● Electronic-Passports will be rolled out by the end of this year or early next year.
Secretary External Affairs, Dr. Ausaf Sayeed informed the media in Hyderabad.
● He said an e-chip and a few more features will be added to the passport book
which will provide security upgradation of the Indian passport and enable machine
reading.
● A team of officials led by the secretary is visiting Hyderabad as part of Videsh
Sampark Outreach program and held a series of meetings with Telangana government.
● Stating that the interests of diaspora are important, the secretary said several
steps are being taken to facilitate Indian citizens who are migrating to work in
other countries and providing legal support.
● He said 87 billion dollars have been remitted to India by diaspora last year, compared
to the 83 billion dollars in the previous year.
● Dr. Sayeed also said efforts are being made to make immigration process easy
through legal processes and increase training levels of those migrants.
● He said all agents operating illegally will be eliminated.
● dr Sayeed said maximum number of Immigration clearances are being given in
Telangana.
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● VVS Laxman has been named Team India’s interim head coach for the 2022 Asia Cup.
● Laxman, the chief of the National Cricket Academy (NCA), has joined Team India as
its interim head coach in Dubai for the 2022 Asia Cup.
● The move comes a day after the BCCI con irmed that Rahul Dravid, India’s head
coach, did not travel with the team after testing positive for COVID-19.
● India will take on Pakistan in their irst game of the 2022 Asia Cup on Sunday.
● India will enter the 2022 Asia Cup as defending champions. Under the leadership of
Rohit, the Men in Blue won the tournament in 2018. They also won the 2016 Asia
Cup under MS Dhoni.
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● Godrej Agrovet, a diversi ied agribusiness conglomerate, announced that it has
signed an MoU with the governments of Assam, Manipur, and Tripura to advance
and promote oil palm growth in the area under the National Mission on Edible OilsOil Palm initiative.
● The partnership between Godrej Agrovet and the state governments will create new
chances for expansion of oil palm plants in these states as well as support for farmers.
● The Agreements are in keeping with Godrej Agrovet’s long-term goal to be the driving force behind India’s oil mission by doubling farmer income and promoting sustainable expansion of oil palm production.
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● In the entire nation, Godrej Agrovet has planted palm oil on over 65,000 acres.
● In the upcoming years, Godrej Agrovet intends to raise this to 100,000 ha.
● Godrej Agrovet’s six oil palm mills, which are dispersed around the nation, manufacture a variety of goods, including crude palm oil, crude palm kernel oil, and palm
kernel cake.
● The government had established the National Mission on Edible Oils-Oil in August
2021.
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● A irst-of-its-kind, Composite Indoor Shooting Range (CISR) was inaugurated by Vice
Admiral Biswajit Dasgupta at INS Karna.
● The CISR is a state-of-the-art, self-contained, 25 m, six-lane, live iring range for all
primary and secondary weapons in the Navy.
● With advanced target systems and associated control software, this range would enable personnel to hone their iring skills, enabling them to challenge and take on
adversaries in demanding scenarios.
● INS Karna is the irst in the Navy & the only military unit in the country to set up and
use a facility of this kind.
● The range has been set up to contemporary international standards by an Indian
irm and is a shining example of Atma Nirbhar Bharat in the year of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’.
● The entire facility was set up in a record time of 120 days from the award of the contract to the irm.
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 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will very likely introduce its digital rupee, the
Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC), in this iscal year itself.
● Talks of a digital rupee in the country have been swirling since Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced it during her Budget 2022 speech back in February.
● At the time, she had said that the digital rupee would be launched in 2022-2023.
● The digital rupee blockchain, being developed by the Reserve Bank, would be able to
trace all transactions, unlike the current system of mobile wallet offered by private
companies.
● Earlier, news agency PTI reported that the digital currency issued by the RBI would
be numbered in units, just like every iat currency has an unique number on it.
● CBDC is a digital or virtual currency but it is not comparable to the private virtual
currencies or cryptocurrency that have mushroomed over the last decade.
● Private virtual currencies do not represent any person’s debt or liabilities as there
is no issuer.
● The government has already said that private cryptocurrencies will never be a legal
tender.
● The RBI has been strongly opposing private cryptocurrencies as they could have
implications on national security and inancial stability.
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● The Liberty Medal 2022 will be awarded this fall to Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy.
● The National Constitution Center has announced that Zelenskyy will be honoured in
a ceremony in October for what it called “his heroic defence of liberty in the face of
Russian tyranny.”
● President Zelenskyy has bravely led the Ukrainian people in their defence of freedom against Russian tyranny, and his courage has inspired people around the world
to defend liberal democracy and the rule of law.
● Zelenskyy, who has served as the nation’s president since May 2019, has also been
the recipient of awards such as the Ronald Reagan Freedom Award and the John F.
Kennedy Pro ile in Courage Award as well as honours from the governments of the
Czech Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and Slovakia.
● The Liberty Medal, established in 1988 to mark the U.S. Constitution’s bicentennial,
is presented to individuals who strive to secure the blessings of liberty for people
around the globe.
● Recent recipients have included Supreme Court justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg and
Anthony Kennedy, Sen. John McCain, Rep. John Lewis and Malala Yousafzai.
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● The Union cabinet approved the setting up of a G20 Secretariat and related structures that will implement policy decisions and be responsible for arrangements for
India’s forthcoming presidency of the group in 2023.
● India will hold the presidency of the G20 from December 1, 2022, to November 30,
2023, culminating with the G20 Summit in India next year.
● The G20 Secretariat will handle work related to knowledge, content, technical, media, security and logistical aspects of India’s presidency of the inter-governmental
forum comprising 19 countries and the European Union (EU).
● The members of the G20 are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United States and the European Union.
● Each year the G20 president invites several guest countries to participate in G20
events and contribute to the agenda.
● G20 members engage with guest countries and other non-member countries to ensure the G20 re lects a broad range of international opinion.
● In 2015 Turkey welcomed Spain as a permanent invitee.

By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. F

1

H

:S

C

-

● The Supreme Court today called for an expert committee and an all-party meeting to
discuss on freebies.
● The order was live-streamed in a historic irst to mark outgoing Chief Justice N V
Ramana’s last day.
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● The freebies case was among 20 hearings streamed for the irst time from the Chief
Justice’s court.
● A petition has sought the deregistration of political parties who offer freebies during
and after elections.
● Chief Justice Ramana said, there can be no denying fact that in electoral democracy,
the true power lies with the electorate.
● The electorate judges the parties and candidates.
● The outgoing Chief Justice said a three-judge bench would decide on a petition seeking the reconsideration of a 2013 judgment in a similar case.
● That order had said that free TVs or laptops announced during elections is not a
corrupt practice and is related to Directive Principles of State Policy for welfare of
citizens.
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● PicsThe 38th Meeting of Ministerial level Joint Rivers Commission, JRC, of India and
Bangladesh was held in New Delhi yesterday.
● The two sides inalized the text of MoU on ‘Interim Water Sharing of Kushiyara river’.
● Both sides also welcomed inalization of the design and location of the water intake
point on the Feni River to meet the drinking water needs of Sabroom town in Tripura, as per the October 2019 India -Bangladesh MoU on the subject.
● The Indian delegation was led by Union Minister for Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and the Bangladesh delegation was led by State Minister for Water Resources
Zaheed Farooque.
● The meeting assumes signi icance as it was held after a long gap of 12 years, though
the technical interactions under the framework of JRC have continued in the intervening period.
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● India and Bangladesh share 54 rivers, of which seven rivers have been identi ied earlier for developing framework of water sharing agreements on priority.
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● Veteran Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad has resigned from all positions, including primary membership, from the Congress party.
● In a letter addressed to Congress President Sonia Gandhi, Mr. Azad said, with great
regret and an extremely heavy heart, he has decided to sever his over half a century-old association with the Indian National Congress.
● He said, the leadership should have undertaken a Congress Jodo exercise across the
country before starting Bharat Jodo Yatra.
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● In the BWF World Championships 2022, Indian pair of Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy made history as they secured India’s first men’s doubles
medal in the history of the BWF World Championships 2022 after defeating
world number 2 - Takuro Hoki & Yugo Kobayashi of Japan to storm into the
seml -finals.
● In the men’s single, Indian shuttler HS Prannoy’s dream ended on Friday after losing
the hard-fought quarter- inal to China’s Jun Peng Zhao in Tokyo.
● Prannoy crashed out of the tournament after losing to Zhao 21-19, 6-21, 18-21.
● Meanwhile, in Men’s double’s Arjun and Dhruv Kapila lost to Indonesian’s Hendra
Setiawan and Mohammad Ahsan by 8-21,14-21.
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● We all are well aware of the fact that dogs are human’s best friends.
● Their love is unconditional and therefore to honour that affection, International Dog
Day is celebrated annually on August 26.
● It also aims to encourage people to adopt dogs and provide them with the better
quality of life they deserve.
● Devote your time to your closest furry friend and make it feel more special.
● To mark this special occasion, let’s shed light on the history and signi icance of International Dog Day.
● Their love is unconditional and therefore to honour that affection, International Dog
Day is celebrated annually on August 26.
● It also aims to encourage people to adopt dogs and provide them with the better
quality of life they deserve.
● Devote your time to your closest furry friend and make it feel more special.
6. S
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DRDO

● According to a Personnel Ministry order, Distinguished scientist Samir V Kamat was
appointed as Secretary of the Department of Defence Research and Development
and Chairman of the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
● Kamat, who is Director General, Naval Systems & Materials, at the DRDO will succeed G Satheesh Reddy who has been named as scienti ic adviser to Defence Minister Rajnath Singh.
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● The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved the appointment
of Kamat as Secretary of the Department of Defence Research and Development and
Chairman of DRDO from the date of his assumption of charge till he attains the age
of 60 years.
● The ACC also approved the appointment of Reddy as scienti ic adviser to the defence
minister, the order said. Reddy was appointed as DRDO chief in August 2018 for two
years. He was given two years extension in the post in August 2020.
7. UNESCO, ROYAL ENFIELD FORGE PARTNERSHIP TO SAFEGUARD CULTURAL
HERITAGE OF INDIA

● Royal En ield has partnered with UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Scienti ic and Cultural Organisation) to promote and safeguard the ‘Intangible Cultural
Heritage of India, beginning with the Himalayas.
● The programme is curated as an experiential and creative showcase of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) practices in the Western Himalayas and the North Eastern region.
● This includes an exhibition, panel discussions, ilm screenings, performances and
lecture demonstrations.
● The four-day programme will see eminent artists, designers, chefs, mixologists, musicians, actors, photographers and luminaries of the social development sector such
as Adil Hussain, Peter D’Ascoli, Sonam Dubal, Rita Banerji, Mallika Virdi and Tsewang
Namgail, Yangdup Lama, Nilza Wangmo and Anumitra Ghosh.
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● Former Chief Economic Adviser, KV Subramanian was appointed as the Executive Director for India at the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
● His term will begin from November and will continue for a period of three years or
until further orders, whichever is earlier, by curtailing the tenure of eminent economist Surjit S Bhalla as ED (India), IMF up to 31 October 2022.
● Bhalla was appointed as the Executive Director for India on the board of the IMF in
2019.
● He succeeded former RBI deputy governor Subir Gokarn, who died in the US on 30
July after a brief illness.
● Subramanian holds an MBA and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in inancial economics
from University of Chicago Booth School of Business.

By Sameer Singhal
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