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National News
1. “Know Your Vaccination Status” enabled on CoWIN digital platform

•
•
•

•

A new feature “Know Your Vaccination Status” has been enabled on the CoWIN digital platform.
This will help to verify or retrieve a citizen’s vaccination status and details as per the authorised rights of
the verifying entity by Co-WIN and Health Ministry.
The service could be utilized by a service provider for facilitating a service requested by the citizen.
Union Health Ministry in a statement said that the service can be utilised by travel agencies and help
making travel safe for individuals by allowing travel only for vaccinated individuals.
Employers can use this service to verify vaccination status of employees and resume the functions in
offices and workplaces.

2. Union Minister Parshottam Rupala addresses at World Fisheries Day 2021
in Bhubaneswar
•

Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying Parshottam Rupala has said that the
decision of extending the benefits of Kisan Credit Card (KCC) to fishermen and fish farmers is a big gift
to the fishing community by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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•

•

World Fisheries Day is celebrated on 21 November every year by fishing communities across the world.
It highlights the importance of healthy oceans ecosystems and ensuring sustainable stocks of fisheries
in the world.
The first World Fisheries Day was celebrated on November 21, 2015

3. Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurates Centres for nano technology and
Indian Knowledge System at IIT Guwahati

•
•
•

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurated the state-of-the-art Centre for
Nanotechnology (CNT) and Centre for Indian Knowledge System (CIKS) at IIT Guwahati.
He also released a book on NEP 2020 implementation. Assam Education Minister Ranoj Pegu was
present on the occasion.
Mr Pradhan congratulated IIT Guwahati for achieving excellent rankings in various national and
international ranking systems. He also appreciated the efforts of IIT Guwahati for creating an ecosystem
for research and education as well as focusing on the overall development of the northeastern region.
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Sports News
4. AB de Villiers announces retirement from all forms of cricket

•

•

Former South Africa captain and superstar batter AB de Villiers has announced his retirement from all
forms of cricket, thus ending his 10-year-long association with the Indian Premier League franchise,
Royal Challengers Bangalore.
De Villiers, who had retired from international cricket in 2018, joined RCB in 2011 and enjoyed a
successful career, scoring 4491 runs from 28 matches and was instrumental in the franchise reaching
the IPL Playoffs five times.

Important Days
5. World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims 2021

•

World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims is marked every year on Third Sunday in the
month of November. In 2021, the World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims falls on 21
November 2021.
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•
•
•

World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims 2021 theme is “ACT for LOW SPEEDS /ACT for
LOW-SPEED STREETS”.
The purpose of the day is to remember those killed and injured on the roads, together with their families,
friends, and others affected.
The day was started by the British road crash victim charity, RoadPeace, in 1993 and was adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly in 2005.

6. World Television Day:21 November

•

•

•

World Television Day is being observed today. CEO, Prasar Bharti, Shashi Shekhar Vempati in a tweet
said this World Television Day also makes a major transition to Doordarshan as we bid adieu to the era
of Analog Terrestrial TV Transmission and take steps towards Direct to Mobile Terrestrial Broadcasting.
Director-General of DD (News) and Doordarshan, Mayank Agrawal has also extended his greetings on
the occasion. He said as India’s public broadcaster Doordarshan is proud to have led the movement of
bringing the world to everyone’s homes.
In December 1996 the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 21st November as World Television
Day commemorating the date on which the first World Television Forum was held in 1996.

Defence News
7. 6th edition of Indo-France joint military exercise Ex SHAKTI 2021
commences at Draguignan, France
•
•
•

The Sixth Edition of Indo - France joint military exercise Ex SHAKTI 2021 has commenced at the
Military School of Draguignan, France.
The Indian Army contingent is being represented by a composite team of three Officers, three Junior
Commissioned Officers and 37 soldiers from a battalion of Gorkha Rifles and support Arms.
The training so far has focused on aspects of joint planning, mutual understanding of conduct of
operations and identification of coordination aspects required for jointly operating in a CounterTerrorism environment under United Nations mandate.
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•
•

The contingent apart from joint training went to visit MAZARGUES War Cemetery in Marseilles where
1,002 Indian soldiers of the First World War have been cremated.
The Indian and French contingents together presented a Guard of Honor and paid their homage to
commemorate the valour of the fallen brave hearts.

8. INS Visakhapatnam formally commissioned into Indian Navy

•
•
•

INS Visakhapatnam has been formally commissioned into the Indian Navy in the presence of Union
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai.
INS Visakhapatnam is a P15B stealth-guided missile destroyer indigenously designed by the Indian
Navy.
Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS): Admiral Karambir Singh, PVSM, AVSM
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Index and Ranks
9. Assam ranks 3rd in IPF’s smart policing index, Andhra first and Telangana
at second spot

•
•
•

•

Andhra Pradesh Police has topped the ‘IPF Smart Policing’ Index 2021, among 29 states and Union
Territories, released by the Indian Police Foundation (IPF).
Andhra Pradesh has secured the first rank with an overall score of 8.11 out of 10.
Telangana Police is in the second position with 8.10 points while Assam Police has secured the third
position with an overall rating of 7.89. With a score of 5.81, Uttar Pradesh is ranked at 28th position and
Bihar has occupied the last position with 5.74 points.
The SMART Policing idea was envisioned, articulated and introduced by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the Conference of DGPs of State and Central Police Organizations, held at Guwahati, in 2014
and it envisaged systemic changes to transform the Indian police to be strict and sensitive, modern and
mobile, alert and accountable, reliable and responsive, techno-savvy and trained.
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Centre organise events at five holy sites of Dr B R Ambedkar on his death
anniversary : G Kishan Reddy
•

•

Union Tourism and Culture Minister G Kishan Reddy has said, the Centre will provide scholarships to
Scheduled Castes students and organise events at ‘Panchteerth’, five holy sites of Dr B. R. Ambedkar, on
his death anniversary on December 6.
He informed that the major events will also be conducted as part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav at
‘Panchteerth’ of Ambedkar, including his birthplace in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh, ‘Deeksha Bhoomi’ in
Nagpur, Maharashtra and the place where he breathed his last.
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•

Similarly, a major event has been proposed to be organised on the Constitution Day, celebrated on 26th
November, as well, he added.

2. Dr Jitendra Singh launches India’s first Virtual Science Lab for Children
under CSIR Jigyasa Programme

•

•
•
•

Science and Technology Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh has launched India’s first Virtual Science Lab for
Children under CSIR Jigyasa Programme, which will also connect students with scientists across the
country.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr Singh said, the main aim of the Virtual Lab is to provide quality research
exposure and innovative pedagogy for school students based on an online interactive medium.
He said, the new facility will immensely benefit students from Kendriya Vidyalayas, Navodaya Vidyalayas
and Government Schools and will help in catching them young.
The Minister said, the target audience for the Virtual Lab platform is students of the Standard six to 12
who would like to explore science using different activities, experienced researchers and faculties on the
subjects of Science, Mathematics, Biology and IT.
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3. Annual rankings of the top 10 police stations in India by the Union ministry
of home affairs.

•
•
•

The Sadar Bazar police station in Delhi has been ranked as the best police station of India for the year
2021 by the Ministry of Home Affairs.
The performance review of police stations were carried out by the Bureau of Police Research and
Development (BPRD).
The list of the top 10 police stations in India is released annually by the Ministry of Home Affairs to rank
the police stations in terms of the services and facilities available at the police station.

International News
4. Russia test-fires new hypersonic missile from submarine
•
•
•

A prospective Russian hypersonic missile has been successfully test-fired from a nuclear submarine for
the first time.
The Russian Defence Ministry said the Zircon missile was launched from the Severodvinsk submarine
and hit a designated mock target in the Barents Sea.
The launch marked Zircon’s first launch from a submarine. It previously has been repeatedly test-fired
from a navy frigate.
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•

•
•
•

Russia destroyed its own satellite in low-earth orbit using an Anti-Satellite (ASAT) Missile named
‘Nudol’, which led to the formation of a cloud of space debris that could potentially destroy other
orbiting satellites & the International Space Station (ISS).
Russia Capital: Moscow;
Russia Currency: Rouble;
Russia President: Vladimir Putin

Sports News
5. Hockey: Men’s Junior World Cup 2021 tournament to begin from Wednesday
in Odisha

•

Hockey Men’s Junior World Cup 2021 is being hosted by Odisha. The tournament will be held from
24th November to 5th December, 2021.
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•
•
•

Sixteen teams will feature in the tournament. Odisha had successfully hosted the 2018 Men’s Hockey
World Cup.
Sixteen teams namely- India, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, South Africa, Egypt, Belgium, England, France,
Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, USA, Canada, Chile and Argentina will feature in the tournament.
Odisha is also gearing up to host the 2023 FIH (International Hockey Federation) Men’s Hockey World
Cup in Bhubaneswar and Rourkela.

6. Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy Finals-21: Tamil Nadu defeats Karnataka by four
wickets

•

•

•

Tamil Nadu lifted the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy defeating Karnataka. Batsman M. Shahrukh Khan
smashed a dramatic last-ball six to help Tamil Nadu defend the T-20 title with a thrilling four-wicket
win in the summit clash in Arun Jaitley Stadium
Needing 16 runs off the last over bowled by Prateek Jain, power-hitter Khan kept his cool under pressure
to clobber the final delivery to take Tamil Nadu to 153 for six and seal the win. Shahrukh Khan was
adjudged as the Man of the Match.
Earlier, put in to bat first, Karnataka scored 151 runs for seven wickets in the stipulated 20 overs.

7. Indonesia Open Badminton championship begins in Bali; PV Sindhu, Kidambi
Srikanth to lead Indian challenge
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•
•
•
•
•

In Badminton, world champion PV Sindhu and former World No. 1 Srikanth Kidambi will lead India’s
challenge at the Indonesia Open, starting in Bali.
The tournament, which is a Super 1000 event, will feature all the Indian shuttlers that competed at last
week’s Indonesia Masters, where two Indians, Sindhu and Srikanth, reached the semi-finals.
The third-seeded, Sindhu will begin her campaign against Japan’s Aya Ohori while Srikanth will face
compatriot Prannoy.
World No. 16 B Sai Praneeth will meets France’s Toma Junior Popov in the opening round.
Lakshya Sen, will face top seed and two-time world champion Kento Momota in his opening match,
while Parupalli Kashyap squares off with Singapore’s Loh Kean Yew.

8. Asian Archery Championship 2021:India end campaign with seven medals

•
•
•

The 2021 Asian Archery Championships was held in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
The Indian archers won seven medals attained second place in the medal table. This included one gold,
four silver and two bronze medals.
South Korea won 15 medals to top the medal table, while the host Bangladesh settled at third place with
3 medals.

Awards and Honours
9. President Kovind honours military officers with Gallantry awards;
Abhinandan Varthaman awarded Vir Chakra
•

•

•

President Ram Nath Kovind has conferred Gallantry Awards and Distinguished Service Decorations
upon Armed Forces Personnel for displaying indomitable courage and extreme devotion to duty at the
Defence Investiture Ceremony held in Rashtrapati Bhavan.
Sapper Prakash Jadhav from Corps of Engineers has been accorded the second-highest peacetime
gallantry award Kirti Chakra, posthumously, for neutralising terrorists in an operation in Jammu and
Kashmir.
Major Vibhuti Shankar Dhoundiyal was accorded the Shaurya Chakra posthumously for his role in an
operation where five terrorists were eliminated and 200 kg explosive material was recovered.
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•
•

Group Captain Abhinandan Varthaman who shot down a Pakistani F-16 fighter aircraft aerial combat
was honoured with Vir Chakra.
Naib Subedar Sombir was accorded Shaurya Chakra posthumously for killing an A category terrorist
during an operation in Jammu and Kashmir.

10. Anita Desai awarded with 2021 Tata Literature Live! Lifetime Achievement
Award

•
•
•
•

India’s one of the best-selling authors, Anita Desai has been conferred with the Tata Literature Live!
Lifetime Achievement Award for 2021 to recognise her long literary career which spans over 50 years.
Meanwhile, the Poet Laureate award for 2021 has been conferred upon Indian poet Adil Jussawala.
Both these awards are presented to recognise exceptional work which has made a significant impact in
the Indian literary field.
The Twelfth edition of Tata Literature Live! The Mumbai Litfest was organised
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Appointment
11. ICC appoints Geoff Allardice as permanent CEO

•
•
•
•
•
•

Australian Geoff Allardice has been appointed as permanent CEO of the International Cricket Council
after serving the role on an interim basis for more than eight months, the game’s governing body.
He was serving as interim CEO for more than eight months. He replaces Manu Sawhney who officially
resigned from his position in July 2021.
ICC Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates
ICC Founded: 15 June 1909
ICC Deputy Chairman: Imran Khwaja
ICC Chairman: Greg Barclay.

Banking News
12. EPFO approves diversification of investments to up to 5% of annual
deposits
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•
•
•
•

The central board of the EPFO, at its 229th meeting, approved investing up to 5% of the annual deposits
in alternative investments including infrastructure investment trusts (InvITs)
The Finance Investment and Audit Committee (FIAC) have been tasked to decide upon the investment
options, on a case-to-case basis.
However, the board has also decided to focus only on government-backed alternatives, which are
category one funds like public sector InvITs and bonds.
The AIFs are regulated by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Nitin Gadkari to lay foundation stones for 25 National Highway Projects
in Jammu

•

•
•
•

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari will lay Foundation Stones for 25
National Highway Projects of total Length of 257 kilometres with an investment of 11,721 crore rupees
in Jammu.
These projects will provide all-weather connectivity between Jammu and Kashmir valley.
The projects will connect all major roads leading to various district headquarters and will help in
generation of employment and self- employment oppurtunities.
The projects will involve Rehabilitation and upgradation of some sections, construction of viaduct and
tunnel and rectification of black spots.
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2. PM Modi to lay foundation stone of Noida International Airport in Uttar
Pradesh

•
•
•

•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will lay the foundation stone of Noida International Airport in Jewar
Uttar Pradesh tomorrow.
The development of the airport is in line with the vision of the Prime Minister towards boosting
connectivity and creating a future-ready aviation sector.
A special focus of this grand vision has been on the State of Uttar Pradesh that is witnessing the
development of multiple international airports including the recently inaugurated Kushinagar airport
and the under construction international airport at Ayodhya.
Uttar Pradesh is poised to become the only state in India to have five international airports.
For the first time, an airport in India has been conceptualised with an integrated multi-modal cargo
hub, with a focus on reducing the total cost and time for logistics.

3. President Kovind to address Birth Centenary Celebrations of Chaudhary
Harmohan Singh Yadav
•

President Ram Nath Kovind will reach Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh this morning for a two-day visit to
the city. Today, the President will grace and address the Birth Centenary Celebrations of Chaudhary
Harmohan Singh Yadav.
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•
•
•

Mr Kovind will address the Centenary Celebrations of Harcourt Butler Technical University.
He will take part in the function being organised to mark the Birth Centenary Celebrations of Ex-MP
Chaudhari Harmohan Singh Yadav.
Chaudhary Harmohan Singh Yadav was an educationist, social worker, independence activist and a
politician.

4. Minister of Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw announces theme-based tourist
circuit trains, Bharat Gaurav

•
•

•
•

Minister of Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw has announced the introduction of Bharat Gaurav.
It will be run, by both private sectors and IRCTC, in theme-based circuits. Speaking to the media, he
said that these trains will help realize the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to showcase India’s
rich culture & heritage.
Mr. Vaishnaw said the trains will take tourists to all the magnificent historical places.
He adds that the core strength of the professionals of the tourism sector would be leveraged to develop
and identify tourist circuits and run theme-based trains to tap the vast tourism potential of India.

5. Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport to become ‘Net Zero Carbon
Emission’ Airport by 2030
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•
•
•
•
•

•

Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport is set to become Net Zero Carbon Emission Airport by
2030.
This is much ahead of the IPCC’s 2050 target adopted by all major industries all over the world.
Videh Kumar Jaipuriar, CEO-DIAL announced this in a video message displayed by Airport Council
International (ACI) in an event during COP26, titled, Delivering the Net Zero Airport of the Future.
Delhi airport is the first airport in Asia Pacific Region to achieve Level 4 Accreditation under ACI’s
Airport Carbon Accreditation.
DIAL has implemented various programmes at the airport such as use of renewable energy, development
of green airport infrastructures and multiple passenger connectivity networks, energy conservation and
efficiency improvements, and stakeholder partnership programs.
DIAL CEO Videh Kumar

6. For fifth year, Indore ranked cleanest city; Chhattisgarh cleanest state

•

•
•
•
•

•

INDORE HAS been ranked India’s cleanest city for the fifth year in a row by Swachh Survekshan 2021,
the central government’s annual cleanliness survey to promote sanitation in urban centres under the
Swachh Bharat Mission.
Surat and Vijaywada were ranked second and third cleanest respectively in the category of cities with
over 10 lakh population.
Among the smaller cities with population between 1-10 lakh, New Delhi ranked first, followed by
Ambikapur in Chhattisgarh and Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh
Varanasi was ranked the cleanest in the “Ganga town” category
Among the states with over 100 urban local bodies, Chattisgarh was ranked on top for the third
consecutive year, followed by Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh; Bihar, Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan
were ranked last.
Ahmedabad Cantonment was adjudged “cleanest cantonment”, followed by Meerut Cantonment and
Delhi Cantonment.

7. CII to organize 20th edition of ‘Connect 2021’ on 26th and 27th November
•

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) will organise its flagship event ‘Connect 2021’ from
November 26 to 27 in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
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•
•
•

Connect is an international conference and exhibition on information & communication technology
(ICT). Theme: “Building a Sustainable Deep T’ech’N’ology Ecosystem”.
The main focus of ‘Connect 2021’ is to take the state’s GDP to US$ 1,000 billion by 2030.
The event will be inaugurated by the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin on November 26, 2021.
Australia and the United Kingdom are the partner countries for the event.

Awards and Honours
8. Col Santosh Babu awarded Maha Vir Chakra posthumously, Vir Chakra
for five others

•
•
•
•

Colonel Bikumalla Santosh Babu was awarded the country’s second-highest military gallantry honour,
the Maha Vir Chakra, posthumously on Tuesday for fighting Chinese soldiers “till his last breath”.
Colonel Babu’s mother and wife received the award from President Ram Nath Kovind at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan.
The investiture ceremony also witnessed the awarding of five Vir Chakras, four of which were
posthumous, for the fighting in Galwan Valley on June 15, 2020.
Colonel Babu was the Commanding Officer of 16 Bihar regiment which was deployed in Galwan Valley
for Operation Snow Leopard.
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9. NGO Pratham awarded Indira Gandhi Prize

•

•

•
•

Pratham, the NGO working to expand the scope for education in India, has been awarded the Indira
Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development for this year, the Indira Gandhi Memorial
Trust
“The 2021 price is awarded to Pratham for its pioneering work over more than a quarter century
in seeking to ensure that every child has access to quality education, for its innovative use of digital
technology to deliver education
Set up in 1995 by Dr Madhav Chavan and Farida Lambay, Pratham is widely regarded for its annual
surveys to assess education outcomes and learning deficiencies.
The Indira Gandhi Prize, or the Indira Gandhi Peace Prize, also known as Indira Gandhi Prize for
Peace, Disarmament and Development, is the prestigious award accorded annually by Indira Gandhi
Memorial Trust[1] to individuals or organisations in recognition of creative efforts toward promoting
international peace, development and a new international economic order.

Banking News
10. SBI Research upgrades India’s GDP growth estimate for financial year
2022

•

SBI Research has upgraded India’s GDP growth projection for financial year 2022 to the range of 9.3%9.6% from its earlier estimates of 8.5%-9%.
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•
•
•

The revised GDP estimate of SBI Research is in-line with RBI’s projection of 9.5% GDP growth for the
current fiscal year.
The projection comes as the country recorded only 11% increase in Covid-19 cases during the JulySeptember quarter of 2021, second-lowest among the top 15 most affected countries
Mentioning reasons behind its revised estimates, SBI Research said that India remained unscathed in
Quarter 3 from the global situation, which is marred by supply disruptions, stubborn inflation and
surges of infections during Q3 2021.

Books and Authors
11. A new book “India vs UK: The Story of an Unprecedented Diplomatic Win”

•
•
•

Syed Akbaruddin, India’s Permanent Representative to the UN at the time, presents a behind-the-scenes
account of India’s coming-of-age in world affairs through the prism of this momentous election.
Senior Indian diplomat, Syed Akbaruddin has authored a new book titled “India vs UK: The Story of an
Unprecedented Diplomatic Win”.
The book features the behind-the-scenes details on India’s victory against the United Kingdom in the
elections to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in 2017.

Important Days
12. Guru Tegh Bahadur’s Martyrdom Day 2021
•
•
•

Guru Tegh Bahadur Martyrdom Day is observed every year on 24 November.
He was the ninth of ten Gurus of the Sikh religion. He is revered as Hind ki Chadar by the Sikhs and
also called Srisht-di-Chadar, or Shield of India.
He laid down his life for the rights of a community of people who were not even of his religion.
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•
•
•
•
•

On November 24, 1675, Guru Teg Bahadur was publicly executed on the orders of Aurangzeb for
refusing to convert to Islam. He was martyred in Delhi, at Chandni Chowk.
In the Guru Granth Sahib, there are one hundred and fifteen hymns of Guru Tegh Bahadur.
Guru Tegh Bahadur is remembered for his selfless service to people. He travelled across the country
with the teachings of Guru Nanak – the first Sikh Guru.
Guru Tegh Bahadur had set up community kitchens and wells for the local people wherever he went.
Anandpur Sahib, the famous holy city and a global tourist attraction in the foothills of the Himalayas,
was founded by Guru Tegh Bahadur.

By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. EAM S Jaishankar to attend 20th meeting of SCO Council of Heads of
Government
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•
•
•
•

The 20th Meeting of SCO Council of Heads of Government will be held today in Nur-Sultan in virtual
format under the Chairmanship of Kazakhstan.
External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will represent India in the meeting.
The SCO Council of Heads of Government meeting is held annually and focuses on the trade and
economic agenda of the Organization and to approve its annual budget.
The Meeting will be attended by the Heads of Government of the SCO Member States, Observer States,
Secretary General of the SCO, Executive Director of the SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure RATS,
Turkmenistan and other invited guests.

2. Department of Food & Public Distribution organising All India Food
Ministers Meeting

•
•
•

The Department of Food and Public Distribution under Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution is organising an All India Food Ministers Meeting tomorrow in New Delhi.
Food and Public Distribution Minister Piyush Goyal will chair the meeting and will discuss the issue of
community kitchen and other issues with Food Minister of all States and UTs
A writ petition was filed in the Supreme Court regarding establishing the concept of community kitchen
across the country, formulation of requisite scheme to provide food to the needy persons and create a
national food grid for those persons beyond the scope of the Public Distribution System to fight with
hunger and malnutrition.

3. Cabinet approves Continuation of umbrella scheme ACROSS to next
Finance Commission Cycle (2021-2026)
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•

•

•

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs today gave its approval for continuation of the umbrella
scheme Atmosphere and Climate Research-Modelling Observing Systems and Services ACROSS along
with its eight sub-schemes to the next finance cycle of five years 2021-2026 at an estimated cost of 2
thousand 135 crore rupees.
The scheme is being implemented by the Ministry of Earth Sciences through its units namely India
Meteorological Department, National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting, Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology and Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services.
ACROSS scheme pertains to the atmospheric science programs of Ministry of Earth Sciences and
addresses different aspects of weather and climate services.

4. Central Board of Irrigation and Power organizes 1st International
Conference on Hydrogen Energy

•
•
•

The 1st International Conference on Hydrogen Energy - Policies, Infrastructure Development and
Challenges is being organized by Central Board of Irrigation and Power in New Delhi.
The two day conference aims to bring key stakeholders on the same platform to discuss all facets of
Hydrogen Energy in India.
The Minister inspired technologists from IITs and other organizations for maximum research for
Hydrogen Energy to culminate the challenge of reducing cost of production for eletrolysers.
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International News
5. Sweden’s parliament approves Magdalena Andersson as first female Prime
Minister

•
•
•
•

Magdalena Andersson has been approved by Sweden’s parliament as the country’s first ever female
prime minister, after replacing Stefan Lofven as leader of the centre-left Social Democrats.
Sweden is the country never to have elected a woman as national leader before. Ms Andersson, who’s
currently finance minister.
A hundred years after Swedish women were given the vote, the 54-year-old Social Democrat leader was
given a standing ovation by sections of the parliament, or Riksdag.
Her election at the head of a minority government followed an 11th-hour deal with the opposition Left
party, in exchange for higher pensions for many Swedes.

6. President Joe Biden invites 110 countries incliding India to virtual
democracy summit
•
•

•
•

President Joe Biden has invited around 110 countries to a virtual summit on democracy in December,
including major Western allies incliding India. The US has invited Iraq and Pakistan also.
Among the countries of the Middle East, only Israel and Iraq will take place in the online conference,
scheduled for December 9-10. Traditional Arab allies of the US -- Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Qatar
and the United Arab Emirates, are not invited.
In Africa, the Democratic Republic of Congo, South Africa, Nigeria and Niger are among the countries
on the list.
In announcing the summit back in August, the White House said the meeting would galvanize
commitments and initiatives across three principal themes: defending against authoritarianism, fighting
corruption, and promoting respect for human rights.
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7. NASA launches world’s first DART Mission

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The US space agency NASA has launched a first-of-its-kind mission named DART to change the path of
an asteroid by intentionally crashing a spacecraft into it. DART stands for Double Asteroid Redirection
Test.
The $325 million DART mission was launched into orbit on November 24, 2021, from Vandenberg
Space Force Base in California atop a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket.
The mission aims to test asteroid-deflecting technology. The purpose of the mission is to crash a space
probe into the asteroid so as to alter its speed and course so prevent it from hitting the Earth.
NASA is poised to investigate just that with a first-of-its-kind mission to deflect an asteroid by
intentionally crashing a spacecraft into it.
NASA administrator: Bill Nelson
Headquarters of NASA: Washington D.C., United States
NASA Founded: 1 October 1958
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8. Australia Signs Nuclear Propulsion Sharing Agreement with U.K., U.S.

•
•
•

•

Australia signed the agreement to share nuclear propulsion information with the United States and the
United Kingdom on Monday, marking the initial steps towards the construction of a nuclear-powered
submarine fleet with the assistance of the U.K. and U.S.
Under the AUKUS deal, Australia will be provided with 8 nuclear-powered submarines capable of
stealthy and long-range missions. It is the first agreement on technology signed by the three countries
after the formation of the defence alliance AUKUS (Australia-UK-US).
AUKUS is a trilateral security pact signed between Australia, UK & USA in September 2021. The first
major initiative of AUKUS would be to deliver a nuclear-powered submarine fleet for Australia.

Books and Authors
9. Ban Ki-moon released his autobiography “Resolved: Uniting Nations in a
Divided World”
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•

•

A book titled ‘Resolved: Uniting Nations in a Divided World’ is an autobiography of the Former United
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. It consists of life experiences and challenges that the author
faced in his life & elaborates his tenure in the United Nations (UN).
He served as the 8th Secretary-General of the United Nations for a two 5-year term (2007-2016).

10. Cook like a Nobel laureate: Economist Abhijit Banerjee’s new book

•
•

Indian-born American economist & Nobel laureate, Abhijit Banerjee has authored a new book
(cookbook) titled “Cooking to Save your Life”.
He won the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences in 2019 along with Esther Duflo and Michael
Kremer for their experimental approach to alleviating global poverty

Important Days
11. PM pays tributes to Lachit Borphukanon in Lachit Divas
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•
•
•
•

Lachit Divas (Lachit Day) is celebrated annually in the Indian state of Assam on November 24, to mark
the birth anniversary of the legendary Ahom army general Lachit Borphukan.
Lachit Borphukan was born on 24 November 1622 in Charaideo and is known for his military intelligence
in the Battle of Saraighat.
Every year, since 1999, the ‘Lachit Borphukan Gold Medal’ is awarded to the best cadet passing-out
from the National Defence Academy.
The Battle of Saraighat was fought between the Ram Singh-led Mughal army and the Lachit Borphukanled Ahom army in the year 1671 on the banks of the Brahmaputra river. Chao Lachit was the Borphukan
(Army general) of the Ahom army.

12. International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women

•
•
•

The United Nations designated International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women is
celebrated worldwide on November 25.
The day is celebrated to raise awareness of the fact that women around the world are subject to various
forms of violence.
This year’s theme for the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women is “Orange
the World: End Violence against Women Now!”.

Defence News
13. Indian Navy to commission indigenously built Scorpene-class submarine
INS Vela in Mumbai
•
•

•

The commissioning ceremony of the indigenously built Scorpene-class submarine Vela will be held at
Mumbai’s Naval Dockyard today.
A day before the ceremony, Commanding Officer of INS Vela, Captain Anish Mathew said that
it is a proud moment. He added that INS Vela has an indigenous set of batteries and an advanced
communication suite of indigenous make, taking the concept of ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat’ further
INS Vela is the fourth in that series, following Kalvari, Khanderi and Karanj.
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•

This fourth warship is expected to further boost Indian capability to defend and secure its strategic sea
lanes.

By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. President Ram Nath Kovind pays tribute to victims of 26/11 Mumbai Terror
Attacks

•
•

President Ram Nath Kovind has paid tributes to the martyrs and homage to the victims of the 26/11
Mumbai Terror Attacks.
In a tweet, Mr. Kovind said that the nation will always be grateful for the bravery and sacrifice of the
security forces who laid down their lives in the line of duty.
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2. ADB approves $1.5 billion loan to India for purchasing COVID-19 vaccines

•
•
•
•

The fund will be used to procure at least 66.7 crore COVID-19 vaccine doses for an estimated 31.7 crore
people of the country.
The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank is expected to co-finance an additional USD 500 million for
the project.
Beijing-based AIIB is a multilateral development bank focused on developing Asia. It has members
from all over the world.
It will support India’s National Deployment and Vaccination Plan which aims to fully vaccinate 94.47
crore people aged 18 years and above, accounting for 68.9 per cent of the population.

3. S K Sohan Roy 1st Indian to be honoured with Knighthood of Parte Guelfa

•

•
•

Dr S K Sohan Roy from Kerala, CEO, and founder of Aries Group of Companies has become the first
Indian to be honoured with the Knighthood of Parte Guelfa for his humanitarian and Environmental
protection efforts in business and movies.
Dr Sohan Roy, an Indian entrepreneur based in Sharjah, is a Naval Architect and Marine Engineer, an
award-winning director and a poet.
Forbes listed him among the top Indian leaders of the Arab World four times in a row between 2015
and 2019.
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4. IIT Delhi hosts fifth World Congress on Disaster Management

•
•
•
•

The event has been organised at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi campus from November
24-27, 2021.
The theme of the 5th WCDM is Technology, Finance and Capacity for Building Resilience to Disasters
in the Contexts of Covid-19.
The fifth edition of the World Congress on Disaster Management (WCDM) was virtually inaugurated
by the Union Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh.
The first WCDM was held in 2008 in Hyderabad and inaugurated by Dr A P J Abdul Kalam.

Important Days
5. National Milk Day 2021: Nation marks birth anniversary of ‘Milk Man’
Verghese Kurien
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kurien, the ‘Father of White Revolution,’ was born on November 26, 1921.
Every year since 2014, Kurien’s birth anniversary has been observed as the National Milk Day.
The late social entrepreneur, who was born in present dayKozhikode, Kerala, played an instrumental
role in making India the largest milk producer in the world.
He was also the brains behind ‘Operation Flood,’ which led to dairy farming becoming the country’s
largest self-sustaining industry, as well as the largest rural employment sector.
Kurien also helped set up the Amul cooperative society in 1946, in Gujarat’s Anand, and, in later years,
became synonymous with it.
The Union government will commemorate the National Milk Day by distributing the National Gopal
Ratna Awards in a ceremony at the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) campus in Anand.
Parshottam Rupala, the Union minister for Animal Husbandry and Dairy, will confer the awards.
World Milk Day: 1 June

6. Nation to celebrate Constitution Day

•
•
•
•
•

The nation will celebrate Constitution Day on Friday to commemorate the adoption of the Constitution
of India by the Constituent Assembly in 1949.
The observation of Constitution Day started in 2015, based on the vision of the Prime Minister to give
due recognition to the significance of this historic date.
The programme organized in Parliament will begin at 11 AM and will be held in the Central Hall of
Parliament.
It will be addressed by President Ram Nath Kovind, Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla.
After the speech of the President, the nation will join him Live, in reading the Preamble of the
Constitution.
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Defence News
7. The importance of India, Maldives and Sri Lanka trilateral exercise
‘Dosti’

•

•
•

The 5-day long, 15th edition of the Maldives, India, and Sri Lanka biennial Trilateral Exercise ‘Dosti’
was conducted in the Maldives from 20-24 November 2021 as part of regional security formation for a
peaceful and stable Indian Ocean Region.
Indian Coast Guard vessels, Integrated Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) Vajra and Apoorva along with Sri
Lanka Coast Guard Ship (SLCGS) Suraksha Participated in the exercise.
The aim of the India-Maldives-Sri Lanka tri-lateral exercise ‘Dosti’ is to further fortify the friendship,
enhance the mutual operational capability, and exercise interoperability.

Banking News
8. RBI floats draft scheme for amalgamation of PMC Bank, Unity SFB
•
•
•
•

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) revealed a draft scheme for amalgamating the Punjab and Maharashtra
Cooperative (PMC) Bank with the Delhi-based Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd (USFB).
Unity Small Finance Bank is a joint venture between Centrum Group and Bharatpe.
The suggestions and objections to the draft scheme are open till December 10, 2021.
PMC Bank Limited based in Mumbai, Maharashtra was placed under All-Inclusive Directions under
Sub-section (1) of Section 35-A read with Section 56 of the Banking Regulation (BR) Act, 1949 on
September 23, 2019, on account of fraud which led to a steep deterioration in its net worth.
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Index and Ranks
9. Shimla tops NITI Aayog’s inaugural SDG Urban Index

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

NITI Aayog launched the inaugural SDG Urban Index & Dashboard 2021-22, to further strengthen
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) localization and institute robust SDG monitoring at the city
level.
The index is an SDG progress monitoring tool at the ULB level to highlight the strengths and gaps of
ULB-level data, monitoring, and reporting systems. Top 5 Urban Areas
Shimla: 75.50
Coimbatore: 73.29
Chandigarh: 72.36
Thiruvananthapuram: 72.36
Kochi: 72.29
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Bottom 5 Urban Areas
Dhanbad: 52.43
Meerut: 54.64
Itanagar: 55.29
Guwahati: 55.79
Patna: 57.29
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. India now has more women than men but sex ratio at birth still low

•
•
•
•
•

India’s overall sex ratio — women per thousand men — is now at a level seen in developed countries.
For every 1,000 men, India has 1,020 women.
The fifth National Family Health Survey (NFHS), from where this data comes, has also found that the
sex ratio is better in rural areas compared to urban centres.
In a rural versus urban analysis, the sex ratio was found skewed in favour of males in rural areas of 14
states, while 22 states had a sex ratio favouring males in urban areas.
The union territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu had the worst urban sex ratio: 775
women per 1,000 men. And Delhi had the worst rural sex ratio (859) among all states.
The sex ratio at birth for the country was still 929 females per males — an improvement from 919 in
2015-16, but still lower than the natural standard of 952 female births per 1,000 male births.

2. J&K Tejaswini, Hausla, Shikhar, Shikara Scheme 2021 Launched by FM
Nirmala Sitharaman
•

Union Minister of Finance & Corporate Affairs, Nirmala Sitharaman has launched two schemes named
‘Tejasvini & Hausala schemes’
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•
•

•

•
•
•

Scheme provides Under 18-35 years of age to start their businesses and ‘Shikhar & Shikara’ schemes of
Punjab National Bank (PNB) for development of tourism in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K).
Tejaswini Scheme in the course of the credit score its goal is to offer monetary help as much as Rs 5 lakh
to younger ladies for establishing gainful self-employment ventures, suited to their expertise, aptitude
& native situations.
Hausla Scheme beneath the J&K Trade Promotion Organisation for empowering present ladies
entrepreneurs to be role models of their respective sectors. It not solely supplies ability improvement,
but additionally, credit score assist, advertising assist & mentorship.
Shikhar scheme focuses on meeting credit requirements up to INR 2 crore for the hotel, tour & tourism
industry.
‘Shikara’ which goals to supply finance for the acquisition of the latest shikara and restore & upkeep of
shikara and houseboats by means of collateral-free time period loans
J&K Lieutenant Governor: Manoj Sinha.

3. DBT-NBRC develop world’s first Multimodal Brain Imaging Data and
Analytics, SWADESH
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•

•

•

Department of Bio-Technology and National Brain Research Centre (DBT-NBRC) in Haryana has
developed the world’s first Multimodal Brain Imaging Data and Analytics called SWADESH which is
expected to help effectively treat brain ailments in the country.
DBT-National Brain Research Centre has recently developed project SWADESH, a unique brain
initiative focusing on certified neuroimaging, neurochemical, neuropsychological data and analytics
that re made accessible to researchers for managing brain disorders, according to a Ministry of Science
and Technology
SWADESH was inaugurated by the Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for the Ministry of
Science and Technology Dr Jitendra Singh

4. MP to get cyber tehsil, first in the country: Narottam Mishra

•
•

•
•
•

Madhya Pradesh home minister Narottam Mishra said that the Cyber Tehsil will make the mutation
process easy and people from anywhere in the state can avail of its benefit.
The Home Minister of Madhya Pradesh also informed that the Cabinet has decided to launch ‘Urja
Saksharta Abhiyan’ from November 25 to make citizens energy literate. Schools, colleges and the general
public will be connected with this campaign.
Madhya Pradesh Capital: Bhopal
Madhya Pradesh Governor: Mangubhai C. Patel
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister: Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

5. Rampath Yatra Express: IRCTC flags off special train for pilgrimage to
Ayodhya
•
•
•

The Rampath Yatra Express, connecting Maharashtra’s Pune to Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh, was flagged
off on Saturday with an aim to promote pilgrimage tourism after the success of the Ramayana Express.
The new special train will tour six pilgrim destinations associated with Lord Ram. These include
Nandigram, Shringverpur, Varanasi, Prayagraj, Chitrakoot and Ayodhya,
The train will have AC class as well as sleeper coaches, IRCTC has said. The full package costs ₹14,490,
including0 breakfast, lunch, dinner, stay, transport, and a guide.
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•

The launch of this train is aimed at promoting pilgrimage tourism, covering pilgrim sites in a tour of
seven days and eight nights. It’ll run with sleeper class and AC-3 tier,

International News
6. WTO postpones first ministerial meeting amid spread of new Covid variant
‘Omicron’

•

•

•

World Trade Organization (WTO) has become the first major diplomatic casualty of the new Coronavirus
variant ‘Omicron’, as it has postponed its first ministerial meeting in four years due to the deteriorating
health situation.
The WTO said that its members have agreed to postpone the ministerial conference after the new
variant outbreak led to travel restrictions that would have prevented many ministers from reaching
Geneva.
No new date has been set for a rescheduled meeting.
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7. Collins Dictionary names NFT as 2021 word of the year

•
•
•
•
•

Collins Dictionary has named the term ‘NFT’ as the Word of the Year 2021.
NFT is the acronym for “non-fungible token.
As per Collins Dictionary, NFT is defined as “a unique digital certificate, registered in a blockchain, that
is used to record the ownership of an asset such as an artwork
Collins English Dictionary is published by HarperCollins in Glasgow, Poland.
‘Vax’ has been chosen as the word of the year by the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) in 2021.

Important Days
8. National Organ Donation Day 2021

•
•

National Organ Donation Day is celebrated on November 27 in India every year. The day has been
observed for the last 10 years.
The main objective of the national organ donation day is to spread awareness among people and to
recognize the selfless efforts made towards mankind, and reestablish our belief in humanity.
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•
•
•

The first time organ donation day was celebrated in 2010. Under the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, it is organised by National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization (NOTTO).
World Organ Donation Day is observed on August 13 every year to spread awareness about the
importance of organ donation
National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organization Headquarters: New Delhi.

Appointments
9. India’s candidate elected to executive committee of Interpol

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) special director Praveen Sinha was on Thursday elected the
delegate for Asia in the executive committee of the International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol)
following a tough contest involving China.
In the election, four contestants were China, Singapore, South Korea and Jordan.
India’s National Central Bureau (NCB-India) reached out to its counterparts around the world to
campaign for this election.
The elections were held in Istanbul, Turkey during the ongoing 89 INTERPOL General Assembly.
Interpol is the world’s largest international police organization with a National Central Bureau in all 195
member states.
It has seven regional bureaus all over the world. It was formed in 1923.
Its motto is connecting police for a safer world. It is headquartered in Lyon, France.

Defence News
10. 37th India-Indonesia CORPAT exercise held in Indian Ocean
•
•

The 37th edition of India-Indonesia Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) is being held in the Indian Ocean
region from 23-24 November 2021.
Indigenously built Indian Naval Ship (INS) Khanjar and Dornier Maritime Patrol Aircraft is participating
in the CORPAT.
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•
•
•

Indonesian Naval Ship KRI Sultan Thaha Syaifuddin, (376) is participating from Indonesia.
Samudra Shakti: A bilateral maritime exercise.
Garuda Shakti: A joint military exercise.

Index and Ranks
11. List of states and UTs are among India’s poorest

•
•

•

NITI Aayog has published the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) report which measured “three
equally weighted dimensions” of health, education and standard of living.
The national MPI measure uses the globally accepted and robust methodology developed by the Oxford
Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) and the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP)
Here is the list of the poorest states Bihar: 51.91 per cent, Jharkhand: 42.16 %, Uttar Pradesh: 37.79 %,
Madhya Pradesh: 36.65 %, Meghalaya: 32.67%
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•

States with the lowest poverty rate Kerala: 0.71%, Goa: 3.76%, Sikkim: 3.82%, Tamil Nadu: 4.89%,
Punjab: 5.59%
Poorest Union territories Dadra and Nagar Haveli: 27.36%, Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh: 12.58%,
Daman & Diu: 6.82%, Chandigarh: 5.97%
Union territories with the lowest poverty rate Puducherry: 1.72%, Lakshadweep: 1.82%, Andaman &
Nicobar Islands: 4.30%, Delhi: 4.79%
Rajiv Kumar, NITI Aayog’s vice chairperson

Books and Authors
12. “Contested Lands: India, China and the Boundary Dispute” by Maroof
Raza

•
•

Former Army Officer Maroof Raza has authored a new book titled “Contested Lands: India, China, and
the Boundary Dispute”.
The book features the history of India’s boundary making with Tibet and China and analyses the current
India-China boundary dispute.
By Sameer Singhal
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