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Leaders of the Group of Seven (G7) began three days of talks yesterday in Germany’s
Bavarian Alps.
One of the rst announcements was a 600 billion dollar infrastructure initiative to help
developing countries tackle climate change.
e initiative is seen as the West’s response to China’s massive Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI).
US President Joe Biden said, this is not aid or charity but an investment that will deliver
returns for everyone, including the American people and the people of all our nations.
It will boost all of our economies, he said. China has been accused of trapping lowincome countries into unaﬀordable debts to be part of its trillion-dollar BRI push.
EU Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen said G7 is oﬀering sustainable, quality
infrastructure and will be listening closely to the recipient countries.
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Iran has launched a solid-fueled rocket into space. Defense Ministry Spokesman Ahmad
Hosseini said Zuljanah, a 25.5 meter-long rocket, is capable of carrying a satellite of 220
kilograms that will ultimately gather data in low-earth orbit and promote Iran’s space
industry.
Zuljanah is named for the horse of Imam Hussein, the grandson of the Prophet
Muhammad.
However, it drew a rebuke from Washington ahead of the expected resumption of stalled
talks over Tehran’s nuclear deal with world powers.
e White House said it is aware of Iran’s announcement and criticized the move as
unhelpful and destabilizing.
e White House said it is committed to using sanctions and other measures to prevent
further advances in Iran’s ballistic missile program.
Iran, which long has said it does not seek nuclear weapons, maintains its satellite launches
and rocket tests do not have a military component.
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In Ranji Trophy Final, Madhya Pradesh defeated Mumbai by six wickets to win their
rst-ever Ranji Trophy title at M.Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru today.
Needing 108 runs to win in the second innings, the Aditya Shrivastava-led Madhya
Pradesh took just 29.5 overs to achieve the target riding on Shubham Sharma’s 30 and
Rajat Patidar’s unbeaten 30.
Sharma and Patidar had also scored centuries in the rst innings along with Yash Dubey.
With the ball, Kumar Kartikeya picked up four wickets as Madhya Pradesh bowled
Mumbai out for 269 in the rst session of Day 5.
Mumbai’s Suved Parkar scored 51 oﬀ 58 while Sarfaraz Khan added 45 but Mumbai kept
losing wickets at regular intervals to be bundled out for 269.
Madhya Pradesh: 536 and 108 for 4
Mumbai: 374 and 269
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Indian women’s discus thrower Navjeet Dhillon won the gold medal at the Qosanov
Memorial 2022 athletics meet in Almaty, Kazakhstan, yesterday.
Navjeet Dhillon, who is looking to seal her place in the Indian team for Commonwealth
Games, won the women’s discus throw with a 56.24m eﬀort.
Local athlete Karina Vasilyeva with 44.61m and Uzbekistan’s Yulianna Shchukina with
40.48m followed Navjeet Dhillon on the podium.
Meanwhile, Dutee Chand produced a season-best 11.38s to top the 100m but failed to
repeat the performance in the nals.
Dutee Chand, who has been selected in the 4x100m relay team for CWG, clocked 11.49s
in the 100m nal to nish second behind Olga Safronova of Kazakhstan, who claimed
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gold in 11.40s.
India’s MV Jilna came third in 11.61s. India won 14 medals on the day, including seven
golds..
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e International Maritime Organization (IMO) is celebrating Seafarer Day today.
It is celebrated on the 25 of June each year to pay respect to Seafarers and sailors who help
the entire world function by conducting sea transport.
e day was proposed by International Maritime Organization in 2010 to celebrate the
contribution of the seafarer to the world economy and civil society.
Day of the Seafarer recognizes the invaluable contribution of seafarers to the worldwide
commerce and economic system.
Almost 90 per cent of the world’s goods trade are transported by ships and behind these
ships are the seafarers who work relentlessly to ensure the smooth ow of trade via water.
e day honours their contributions and is celebrated to show reverence to them.
e theme of this year is ‘Seafarers: at the core of shipping’s future.
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In Kerala, noted lyricist, author and journalist, Chowalloor Krishnankutty passed away
at a private Medical College Hospital in rissur last night. He was 86.
A former Staﬀ Artist with AIR, Krishnankutty penned over 3000 devotional songs and
authored more than 200 books. He retired as an Assistant Editor with the Malayala
Manorama daily.
He won several awards including the Kerala Sahithya Academy Award for satire,
Poonthanam Jnanapana and Revathy Pattathanam Awards among others.
Chowalloor Krishanankutty also made his mark as a screen writer in Malayalam movies
and produced documentaries on some well-known Kathakali artists. He also served as
the Vice-Chairman of the Kerala Kalamandalam.
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Mo Bus, Odisha-based public transport service has been honored with a prestigious
United Nations award, for their role and eﬀorts in helping the world recover better from
Covid19.
e public transport service has been recognised for its role in “promoting genderresponsive public services to achieve the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals)”, the
UN said.
Among the other winners of this year’s awards, announced by Liu Zhenmin, United
Nations Under Secretary-General for Economic and Social Aﬀairs during a virtual event
to commemorate the United Nations Public Service Day (celebrated on June 22), were
public service initiatives from ailand, Brazil, Canada, Ireland, Panama, the Philippines,
Poland, Saudi Arabia, and Ukraine.
e UN recognition said the “problem” was that “bus services in the city of Bhubaneswar
needed improvement”, as a result of which “the majority of people used private vehicles,
two-wheelers and auto-rickshaw to commute instead of taking public transportation”.
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In Gujarat, the Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel has launched the 17th ‘Shala Praveshotsav’,
the drive to enrol students in primary schools in the state.
e three-day enrollment drive begins from Memadpur primary school in Vadgam
taluka of Banaskantha district. Chief Minister Patel said that the dropout rate of students’
reduced drastically following the mass enrolment drives of the children.
He said that the drop out rate has been reduced to just 3.07 percent from 37.22 percent
in 2002.
According to oﬃcial sources, the state oﬃcials including IAS and IPS oﬃcers and
Members of Parliament and Members of Legislative Assembly will visit diﬀerent schools
of the state and enrol children in Class I.
By Sameer Singhal
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A ve-day UN Ocean Conference kicked oﬀ yesterday with the Kenya and Portugal being
the co-hosts.
Leaders from over 130 countries from across the world will deliberate for ve days to nd
an international agreement on protecting the world’s oceans, seas and marine resources.
Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh is leading the Indian delegation. On the rst day, the
Minister had bilateral talks with a number of Ministers from diﬀerent countries attending
the meet.
Today, Dr Jitendra Singh is scheduled to present India’s statement before the full House
of the UN meet.
e Ocean Conference comes at a crucial juncture as the world is seeking to address
many of the challenges requiring structural transformations and Innovative and Green
solutions to achieve Sustainable Development Goal 14.
e SDG calls for Conservation and Sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine
resources.
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Business tycoon Pallonji Mistry passed away at the age of 93 at his Mumbai residence
Monday night.
e construction magnate, who was born on June 1, 1929 in the metropolis, is survived
by his four children – two sons and two daughters.
Mistry was the chairman of the Shapoorji Pallonji Group, which was established in 1865.
Headquartered in Mumbai, the conglomerate operates in sectors such as construction,
real estate, textiles, home appliances, power, biotechnology etc.
At 18.4%, Pallonji was the highest individual shareholder in Tata Sons.
His son, Cyrus, headed Tata Sons from November 2011 to October 2016. Cyrus, aer his
removal from the post, fought a legal battle with Ratan Tata, the-then chairman of Tata
Sons.
In April 2021, the Bloomberg Billionaires Index estimated Pallonji Mistry’s wealth to be
USD 28 billion, making him the wealthiest person in Ireland.
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e doors of the Kamakhya Temple were opened today morning for the devotees to pay
their obisieiance during the Ambubachi Festival.
According to the rituals, the doors opened aer four days and with this the Ambubachi
Mela concluded for the season.
e festival had begun on June 22 amidst many restrictions but nonetheless pilgrims
poured in to seek the blessings of Goddess Kamakhya.
e festival marks the celebration of the goddess who is believed to undergo her annual
menstrual cycle during these days.
An annual Hindu festival known as the Ambubachi Mela takes place at the Kamakhya
Temple in Guwahati, Assam.
is annual festival is held in the middle of June, when the Brahmaputra River is at its
highest ow, during the monsoon season, which also happens to fall within the Assamese
month of Ahaar.
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Tata Power Solar Systems, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Tata Power, has accomplished
a remarkable feat by commissioning India’s largest oating solar power project in
Kayamkulam, Kerala.
On a 350-acre water body, backwaters area, having an installed capacity of 101.6 Megawatt
Peak.
Tata Power Solar successfully built a scaﬀolding platform on the water body to make the
entire solar plant oat on water.
is project is the rst one in the Floating Solar Photovoltaic (FSPV) through Power
Purchase Agreement category. is plant boasts a oating inverter platform having a 5
Megawatt (MW) capacity.
e entire array involving oats and solar panel modules had to be towed for 3 kilometers
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on a sea-linked National waterway, which was 15 meters deep, exposing the solar modules
to high winds and gushing tides oen reaching a height of about 3.5 meters.
To operationalize the project, Tata Power Solar ‘s execution team was successfully able
to synchronize the 33/220 Kilovolts Air Insulated Substation (AIS) with 220 Kilovolts
existing Gas Insulated Substation (GIS).
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e chief govt of India Resurgence Asset Reconstruction Firm (IRARC), Avinash
Kulkarni, has been chosen to head the India Debt Decision Firm (IDRCL).
Kulkarni is a (SBI) veteran, having undertaken numerous roles on the public sector
behemoth.
His engagements on the SBI group have included assignments within the funding banking
and advisory arm, Capital Markets.
Kulkarni was selected from among a shortlist of about six candidates earlier this month.
With this selection, the key executives are in place to start consolidating bad loans from
banks through the NARCL.
Kulkarni’s appointment follows another SBI veteran Natarajan Sundar being selected as
CEO of the National Asset Reconstruction Company Limited (NARCL) in April.
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In a Caribbean mangrove swamp, researchers found the largest bacterium known to
science.
While the majority of bacteria are tiny, this one is so large that it can be seen with the
unaided eye.
It is by far the largest bacterium known to date, according to Jean-Marie Volland, a
marine biologist at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory and a co-author of a
paper reporting the nding in the journal Science.
e thin white thread is about the size of a human eyelash.
e cell has a shape that is unusual for bacteria, according to the researchers, but they
have not yet been able to develop it in lab culture.
One signi cant distinction is that it includes a sizable central compartment, or vacuole,
which enables some cell functions to take place there rather than all across the cell.

. P I     N A CEO  A K 



Former Drinking and water Sanitation Secretary, Parameswaren Iyer has been appointed
as the new Chief Executive Oﬃcer of NITI Aayog for 2 years.
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He will succeed Amitabh Kant. Kant was appointed as the CEO of the National Institution
for Transforming India (Niti Aayog) on February 17, 2016, for a xed two-year term.
Kant was later given an extension till June 30, 2019.
His term was further extended for two years, till this month-end, in June 2019.In June
2021, Kant received another one-year extension.
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e Central government has appointed senior IPS oﬃcer Tapan Kumar Deka as Director
of Intelligence Bureau.
Tapan Kumar Deka, a 1988 batch Himachal Pradesh cadre IPS oﬃcer, was appointed
for a tenure of two years from the date of assumption of the charge of the post or until
further orders, whichever is earlier.
Deka will succeed incumbent Intelligence Bureau Director Arvind Kumar, whose tenure
ends on June 30.
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Oﬀ the coast of Chandipur, in the state of Odisha, India successfully tested the Vertical
Launch Short Range Surface to Air Missile (VL-SRSAM).
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Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO) and Indian Navy successfully
conducted ight tests for the Vertical Launch Short Range Surface to Air Missile (VLSRSAM).
Oﬀ the coast of Chandipur, Odisha, the launch was carried out from an Indian Naval
Ship.
A ship-borne weapon system called VL-SRSAM is designed to eliminate close-range
aerial threats such targets that skim the surface of the sea.
A high-speed aerial target resembling an aeroplane was launched with the system, and it
was eﬀectively engaged.
ITR, Chandipur deployed a variety of tracking sensors to track the vehicle’s ight path
and health indicators. Senior representatives from the Indian Navy and DRDO kept an
eye on the test launch.
Shri Rajnath Singh, the minister of defence, also expressed his gratitude to the DRDO,
the Indian Navy, and the industry for the successful ight test and noted that the system’s
additional armour will improve the ability of Indian naval ships to defend themselves
from aerial threats.
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e people of Goa has celebrated the Sao Joao festival, the feast of St John the Baptist
with traditional enthusiasm aer a two-year coronavirus-induced gap.
e festival is dedicated to Saint John the Baptist, who baptised Lord Jesus on the river of
Jordan and is celebrated at the onset of monsoon.
Siolim, a village in North Goa, hosts a traditional canoe parade on the occasion of Sao
Joao.
A large number of people participated in the boat parade in Siolim village of Goa’s Bardez
taluka, marking the beginnng of revelry in the ‘Sao Joao’ festival.
Traditionally, people jump into the well but since the wells are fast disappearing, people
prefer to celebrate it in swimming pools.
e festival is marked to herald the monsoon season in the state every year in June.
People are oen seen having a great time by enjoying and dancing in the arti cial rain
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By Sameer Singhal
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will participate in the ‘Udyami Bharat’ programme in
New Delhi on the 30th of this month.
During the event, Prime Minister will launch the ‘Raising and Accelerating MSME
Performance’ Scheme, ‘Capacity Building of First-Time MSME Exporters’ Scheme and
new features of the ‘Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme’, PMEGP.
Prime Minister will also digitally transfer assistance to bene ciaries of PMEGP for 202223.
He will announce the results of the MSME Idea Hackathon-2022 and distribute National
MSME Awards.
Mr Modi will also issue Digital Equity Certi cates to 75 MSMEs in the Self-Reliant India
Fund.
‘Udyami Bharat’ is re ective of the continuous commitment of the government, right
from day one, to work towards the empowerment of MSMEs.
e government has launched several initiatives from time to time like MUDRA Yojana,
Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme, and Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of
Traditional Industries.
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is has been done to provide necessary and timely support to the MSME sector, which
has helped bene t crores of people across the country.
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Tokyo Olympian Deepak Punia won a bronze medal aer defeating Maksat Satybaldy
in the 86kg freestyle weight category at the U23 Asian wrestling championships 2022 in
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.
Despite a win, it was an unimpressive result from him as the Indian contingent was
expecting a better outing from the world championships silver medallist in the tournament.
In the opening two rounds, the 23-year-old Punia lost to eventual gold medallist Azizbek
Fayzullaev of Uzbekistan and Nurtilek Karypbaev of Kyrgyzstan.
However, he overpowered Satybaldy of Kazakhstan to settle for the bronze.
India won 25 medals in all in the U23 meet in the event, including 10 gold medals.
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is year’s theme is Data for Sustainable Development. Union Government has
been celebrating Statistics Day on 29th June every year since 2007 to mark the birth
anniversary of late Professor Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis, in recognition of his
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valuable contribution in the eld of Economic Planning and Statistics.
e major objective of celebrating Statistics Day is creation of public awareness, especially
among the younger generation, on the role and importance of statistics in socio-economic
planning and policy formulation for development of the country.
On each Statistics Day, one particular theme of current national importance is chosen for
intensive and focused discussions towards lling the data gaps and improvement in data
collection, processing and dissemination.
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NASA has successfully launched a rocket from Australia’s remote Northern Territory,
making history as the agency’s rst commercial spaceport launch outside the United
States.
According to Equatorial Launch Australia, the rocket blasted oﬀ at just past midnight
local time on Monday from the Arnhem Space Centre on the Dhupuma Plateau, near
the township of Nhulunbuy.
e rocket is expected to travel more than 300 kilometres into space on its mission to
observe the Alpha Centauri ‘A’ and ‘B’ constellations, the nearest star systems to the Earth.
Monday’s Launch also made history for Australia as the rst commercial space launch in
the country.
According to NASA, it was the rst of three launches, with a further two planned for 4th
and 12th of July.
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Elaborate arrangements are being made for the 125th birth anniversary celebrations of
revolutionary Alluri Sitarama Raju from June 27 to July 4 across the State, Special Chief
Secretary (Youth Welfare and Culture) Rajat Bhargava.
Alluri was born on July 4, 1897 and martyred on May 7, 1924 at a young age of 27 years.
On Monday, orders were issued to all the District Collectors to make arrangements for
celebration of the birth anniversary on a grand scale.
As part of the celebrations, competitions will be held for schoolchildren in painting,
essay writing, Rangoli, mono acting. Music concerts, patriotic songs and cycle rallies,
blood donation camps, yoga and photo exhibitions will also be organised.

. A A N R J C; M A R






Mukesh Ambani’s eldest son Akash Ambani will take over as chairman of Jio Infocomm’s
board, the digital division of Reliance industries, in what is viewed as the 65-year-old
billionaire’s succession planning.
Mukesh Ambani has resigned as the company director eﬀective from 27 June.
Pankaj Mohan Pawar was among the other selections made, and his ve-year term as
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managing director began on 27 June.
KV Chowdary and Raminder Singh Gujral were named independent directors.
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Zomato (Online food delivery platform) has announced the acquisition of Blink
Commerce (Blinkit), earlier known as Grofers India.
e company’s Board of Directors approved a proposal to acquire cash-strapped quick
commerce company Blinkit for Rs 4,447 crore.
Last year, Zomato extended USD 50 million loans to Grofers India Private Limited.
Zomato already owned more than a 9 percent stake in Blinkit (earlier Grofers).
While the earlier Blinkit deal value was around $700 million, the drop in Zomato’s share
price reduced it to $568 million.
By Sameer Singhal
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India has successfully ight-tested the indigenously developed high-speed expendable
aerial target - ABHYAS, from the Integrated Test Range (ITR) in Chandipur oﬀ the
Odisha coast.
e performance of the aircra at low altitude, including sustained level and high
maneuverability, was demonstrated during the test ight.
e target aircra was own from a ground-based controller in a pre-designated lowaltitude ight path, which was monitored by various tracking sensors deployed by the
ITR, including radar and an electro-optical targeting system.
ABHYAS is designed and developed by Aeronautical Development Establishment of
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh congratulated DRDO and the armed forces for the
successful ight trial of ABHYAS.
He said that the development of this system will meet the requirements of aerial targets.

. ISRO    PSLV-C,   S 
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Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) is set to launch the rocket PSLV-C53,
carrying three Singapore satellites at 6.02 pm today.
e launch vehicle will li oﬀ from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota.
e 25 hours countdown for the mission that began yesterday evening is progressing
well.
Six nano-satellites including those belonging to India’s two private space start-ups also
will go to space, in today’s mission.
“e second launch pad is bustling with activities in preparation of today’s launch.
PSLV-C53 is the second dedicated commercial mission of the NewSpace India Limited,
a public sector unit under the Department of Space.
It was formed aer the recent space sector reforms. For the workhorse launch vehicle
PSLV, this will be the 55th mission.
Its primary payloads are the 365 kg earth observation satellite called DS-EO, a 155 kg
NeuSAR satellite and the 2.8 kg Scoob-1 nano-satellite of the Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore.
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e Vice Presidential Election will be held on the 6th of August. In a statement, the
Election Commission of India ECI said, noti cation for the election will be issued on 5th
July and nominations can be led till 19th of next month.
e scrutiny of nominations will be done on 20th July.
e Commission said, the Electoral College for the Vice Presidential Election consists
of 233 elected members of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated members of Rajya Sabha and 543
elected members of Lok Sabha.
e Secretary-General of Lok Sabha will be the Returning Oﬃcer for the Election.
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Iran has submitted an application to become a member of the BRICS, an Iranian oﬃcial
said yesterday.
Iran, which holds the world’s second-largest gas reserves, wants to join the BRICS group
of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.
e term BRIC was coined by Goldman Sachs economist Jim O’Neill in 2001 to describe
the startling rise of Brazil, Russia, India, and China.
e BRIC powers had their rst summit in 2009 in Russia. South Africa joined in 2010.
Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesperson said that Tehran’s membership in the BRICS group
would result in added values for both sides. Russia said, Argentina had also applied to
join.
Argentine President Alberto Fernandez, currently in Europe, has in recent days reiterated
his desire for Argentina to join BRICS.
China has by far the largest economy in the BRICS grouping, accounting for more than
70 of the group’s collective 27.5 trillion US dollars in economic might.
India accounts for about 13 per cent, with Russia and Brazil each accounting for about
seven per cent, according to IMF data.
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Uddhav ackeray has resigned as the Chief minister of Maharashtra.
is comes immediately aer the Supreme Court refused to stay Maharashtra Governor’s
direction to the Uddhav ackeray-led Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government to take
a oor test in the Assembly.
Late in the evening, Mr. ackeray submitted his resignation to Mr. Bhagat Singh Koshyari
at the Raj Bhavan in Mumbai.
e Governor accepted the resignation of Mr. ackeray and asked him to oﬃciate as the
Chief Minister until alternate arrangements are made.
With Mr. ackeray’s resignation, the unique three-party experiment of the MVA, in
which the Shiv Sena tied up with the Congress and the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP),
has come to an end.
e BJP, which is the single-largest party in the Assembly with 106 MLAs, is likely to
stake claim to form the government.
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Eoin Morgan has announced his immediate retirement from international cricket,
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according to the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB).
Morgan was the captain of England’s men’s white-ball team.
e 35-year-old captained England Men to their rst-ever ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup
victory at Lord’s in 2019 throughout his 13-year international career with England.
He also competed for England in the 2010 ICC Men’s T20 Cricket World Cup, which was
held in the Caribbean.
In all ODI and T20I games, Morgan has scored the most runs for England Men overall
and has received the most caps.
He led England to the top of the ICC world rankings throughout his seven years as the
Men’s ODI captain, winning noteworthy series against all the major countries.
He earned a record-breaking 225 ODI caps and amassed 6,957 runs—including 1300 at
an average of 39.75—during that time.
e highest win record by any England Men’s ODI Captain in the history of the game was
76 victories in 126 games Morgan managed, with a win rate of 60%.
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During his visit to Nagaland, the Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,
Narendra Singh Tomar, oﬃcially inaugurated the Dimapur Honey Testing Laboratory.
e honey testing facility will support beekeepers and producers in testing their produced
honey.
At the North-East Agri Expo, Chumaokedlma, Tomar was attending an event.
Among others, G. Kaito, the Nagaland Agriculture Minister, Chief Secretary J. Alam, and
Central Horticulture Commissioner Prabhat Kumar attended the ceremony.
Speaking at the event, Tomar stated that when it comes to overall growth, the Northeast
Region cannot be ignored.
erefore, the government aims to make the north east region self-suﬃcient through its
24
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By Sameer Singhal

National News
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Rebel Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde has been sworn-in as Chief Minister of Maharashtra,
while BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis took over as Deputy Chief Minister.
Maharashtra Governor has asked Chief Minister Shinde to prove majority of his
government in the state assembly tomorrow. Chief Minister Shinde convened the rst
cabinet meeting of the new government yesterday.
e Cabinet decided to convene a two-day special session of the state legislature on 2nd
and 3rd this month.
e Speaker of the assembly will also be elected tomorrow. e Cabinet also reviewed the
Kharif season, rain water and crop insurance in the state.
Maharashtra Chief Minister EknathShinde in his rst cabinet meeting stressed on the
importance of taking ahead the developmental works in the state in a fast and eﬃcient
manner.
Acknowledging Deputy Chief minister Devendra Fadnavis’s experience, Shri Shinde said
he is fortunate to have an experienced Deputy Chief Minister like Fadnavis in his team
whose presence will ease managing various aﬀairs of the state including the developmental
programs.
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Israel is set for election on the 1st of November as lawmakers dissolved the parliament
today. It will be the h election for Israelis in less than four years.
e Israeli parliament, the Knesset, voted 92-Nil, bringing an end to Prime Minister
Naali Bennett’s run as premier-- one of the shortest terms in Israeli history.
Tomorrow, Foreign Minister Yair Lapid will take over as caretaker prime minister under
the terms of a coalition agreement made between the outgoing Prime Minister and Lapid
last year.
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Olympic champion javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra clinched his rst-ever medal at the
prestigious Diamond League meet in Stockholm yesterday as he broke his own national
record for the second time in a month.
Chopra nished 2nd at the Stockholm Diamond League with a massive throw of 89.94
meter.
Reigning world champion Anderson Peters won the event with a best throw of 90.31
meter.
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Chopra broke his own national record of 89.30m that he set at the Paavo Nurmi Games
in Turku earlier this month.
e prestigious one-day meet at the Swedish capital is Chopra’s biggest event ahead of the
World Championships in Eugene, USA, next month.
Chopra is the rst Indian to win a gold medal in athletics at the Olympics.
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In New Delhi, there was the fourth Synergy Conference between the Indian Army and
the Defense Accounts Department (DAD).
Senior commanders of the Indian Army and DAD attended the one-day meeting, which
was co-chaired by Vice Chief of Army Staﬀ (VCOAS) Lt Gen BS Raju and Controller
General of Defence Accounts (CGDA) Shri Rajnish Kumar.
Deliberations on the AGNIPATH plan and the timeline for the prompt implementation
of a system for pay and allowances for Agniveers were on the conference’s main agenda.
Enhancing the performance of Pay and Accounts Oﬃces (PAOs) for better service
delivery to Junior Commissioned Oﬃcers/Other Ranks of the Indian Army was another
item on the agenda. Senior oﬃcers from both sides were consulted as concrete action
plans for the future were developed.
e CGDA agreed with the department’s goal of using technology to improve service
delivery to the armed forces and to implement creative business process re-engineering
to signi cantly alter the way that bills are processed and paid.
He described the numerous DAD projects, including the future Centralized Pay System
and DARPAN (Defence Accounts Receipt, Payment and Analysis). He also emphasised
the importance of the Army’s cooperation in achieving the goals.
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e Chartered Accountants’ Day or CA Day is held on 01 July every year in India. It is
also known as ICAI Foundation Day.
e day is marked to commemorate the foundation of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI) on July 1, 1949.
ICAI is among the oldest professional institutions in the country and also the second
largest professional accounting and nance body in the world in terms of members.
e Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI), which sets the requirements for
chartered accountants, administers the exams, and issues certi cates of practice, is a key
player in the regulation of the accounting profession in India.
e Chartered Accountants’ Day honors the founding of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI), the second-largest accounting organization in the world
and the country’s rst national professional accounting body.
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Indian hockey stalwart and member of the gold medal winning 1975 World Cup team,
Varinder Singh passed away.
He was 75. Singh was part of the gold medal-winning Indian team at the 1975 men’s
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Hockey World Cup in Kuala Lumpur.
Singh was also part of the bronze medal-winning team at the 1972 Munich Olympics and
silver medal at 1973 World Cup in Amsterdam.
In 2007, Varinder was conferred with the prestigious Dhyan Chand Lifetime Achievement
Award.
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Pay Roll Automation for Disbursement of Monthly Allowances (PADMA), an automated
Pay & Allowances module for the Indian Coast Guard was inaugurated by Shri Rajnish
Kumar, Controller General of Defence Accounts (CGDA), Ministry of Defence.
e CGDA emphasized that the Government has campaigned for Digital India to
ensure dedicated services and reduce manual intervention at every level & to promote
E-Governance in a big way.
Launch of PADMA will strengthen the Digital India concept. Also, it is an ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ initiative as the entire module has been designed and developed by Indian
entrepreneurs assisted by domain experts.
PADMA is an automated platform leveraging latest technology which will provide
seamless and timely disbursal of Pay & Allowances to around 15,000 Indian Coast Guard
personnel.
is module has been developed under the aegis of Defense Accounts Department and
will be operated by Pay Accounts Oﬃce Coast Guard, Noida.

By Sameer Singhal
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India’s largest oating solar power project is now fully operational.
NTPC declared commercial operation of the nal part capacity of 20 MW out of 100
MW Ramagundam Floating Solar PV Project at Ramagundam, Telangana with eﬀect
from 1st of July.
With the operationalisation of the 100-MW Solar PV Project at Ramagundam, the total
commercial operation of oating solar capacity in the Southern Region rose to 217 MW.
Earlier, NTPC declared commercial operation of 92 MW Floating Solar at Kayamkulam
in Kerala and 25 MW Floating Solar at Simhadri in Andhra Pradesh.
e 100-MW Floating Solar project at Ramagundam is endowed with advanced
technology as well as environment-friendly features.
Constructed with a nancial implication of 423 crore rupees, the project spreads over
500 acres of its reservoir.
An oﬃcial release said that with the presence of oating solar panels, the evaporation
rate from water bodies is reduced, thus helping in water conservation.
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e Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) yesterday successfully
carried out the Maiden ight of Autonomous Flying Wing Technology Demonstrator
from Aeronautical Test Range at Chitradurga in Karnataka.
With this success, India’s secretive unmanned combat aerial vehicle UCAV programme
under which a technology demonstrator called stealth wing ying test bed (SWi) is
being developed reached a milestone.
e programme is linked to the development of India’s h-generation stealth ghter
advanced medium combat aircra or AMCA.
e ight operated in a fully autonomous mode. e aircra exhibited a perfect ight,
including take-oﬀ, way point navigation and a smooth touchdown. is aircra is
powered by a small turbofan engine.
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Railways has recorded best-ever monthly freight loading of over 125 million tonnes in
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June this year. e incremental loading has been a growth of 11.28 percent over the same
period in 2021.
Railway Ministry said, this growth has been fuelled by incremental loading of over 13
million tonnes in Coal, followed by Cement and Food grains.
e cumulative freight loading in the rst quarter of this nancial year has been over 379
million tonnes as against 339 million tonnes achieved in 2021-22.
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Attorney General (A-G), K.K. Venugopal has been re-appointed as the country’s top law
oﬃcer for a period of three months.
Mr. Venugopal, whose current one-year term ends on June 30, agreed to a short tenure
following a request from the government.
e sources cited above said that he was initially not willing to continue in the
Constitutional post due to “personal reasons”.
In July 2017, Mr. Venugopal, 90, was appointed by the President of India to succeed
Mukul Rohatgi as the A-G. e government’s top law oﬃcer enjoys a tenure of three
years.
However, when Mr. Venugopal’s rst term as A-G was to end in 2020, he requested the
government to give him a one-year tenure keeping in mind his advanced age.
Last year too, he was reappointed for one year.
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ree Singaporean satellites were successfully launched by the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) as part of a commercial mission for the New Space India Limited.
is was the space agency’s second launch of the year; its rst, had put an Indian Earth
Observation Satellite in orbit.
e space agency also carried six in-orbit experiments mounted on the fourth stage of
the rocket on the current mission in addition to the commercial satellites.
e nation’s workhorse rocket, PSLV-C53, launched from Sriharikota and put the three
satellites into precise orbits about 18 minutes later.
e launch vehicle was deployed in the core-alone con guration, which only uses the
four primary engine stages.
e 365 kg Singaporean DS-EO satellite served as the mission’s primary payload.
It is an electro-optic earth observation satellite that can deliver full-color images for land
classi cation and disaster relief operations.
Its rst small commercial satellite, weighing 155 kg, is called NeuSAR. It can transmit
images in all weather conditions, day or night.
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Ferdinand Marcos Jr, the son of late dictator Ferdinand Marcos Sr, won the elections on
9th May with 31.6 million votes and was swore as the 17th President of the Philippines.
He took the oath at the National Museum of Fine Arts in Manila before the Supreme
Court Justice, Alexander Gesmundo.
e former President’s daughter and his running mate, Sara Duterte Carpio, swore as
vice president on 19th June. e two will be serving the nation until 2028.
Marcos Jr. is more popularly known as “Bongbong” in the country and won on the platform
of national unity, promising more jobs, lowering prices, and increasing investment in
agriculture and infrastructure.
Ferdinand Marcos Sr. was a dictator who ruled the country from 1965 to 1986 and was
laid oﬀ due to abuse of human rights and increased corruption.
During his reign, the country observed martial law from 1972-1981, where several people
were tortured, imprisoned or killed for criticizing the government.
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Malayalam actor and assistant director Ambika Rao passed away at the age of 58.
She entered the movie industry as an assistant director with the 2002 release ‘Krishna
Gopalakrishna’ helmed by Balachandra Menon.
She forayed into the lm industry as an assistant director in early 2000.
She has assisted several directors, including Balachandra Menon, Anwar Rasheed, Sha ,
and Vinayan.
She also acted in many movies. Recently, she made a mark with her performances in hit
lms like Virus and Kumbalangi Nights.

By Sameer Singhal
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