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National News
1. Govt asks people not to subscribe Elon Musk-backed Starlink Internet
Services

•
•

•
•
•
•

The Ministry of Communications has said that Starlink Internet Services is not licensed to offer satellitebased internet services in India as being advertised to the public.
In a statement, the Ministry said, it has come to notice that Starlink has started pre-selling or booking
of the satellite based Starlink Internet Services in India and the same is also evident from the website of
Starlink
www.starlink.com
wherein satellite-based internet services can be booked by users in Indian territory.
It said, for rendering satellite-based services in India, requisite licenses from Department of
Telecommunications under the Ministry of Communications is required.
The Ministry informed the public at large that the company has not obtained any license or authorization
for rendering satellite-based internet services that are being booked on their website.

2. Hunar Haat receives India International Trade Fair, 2021 Silver Medal
•

The HUNAR HAAT, organized by the Ministry of Minority Affairs at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi,
received the prestigious India International Trade Fair, 2021 Silver Medal for strengthening commitment
to “Vocal for Local” and its strong presence at the Trade Fair.
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•

•
•

International Trade Fair, the Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi visited the HUNAR HAAT
and said, lakhs of people visited “Hunar Haat” at Pragati Maidan where sale of indigenous products
worth crores of rupees took place.
He said, the sale of products has encouraged artisans and craftsmen from across the country.
Mr. Naqvi said, over 550 artisans and craftsmen from more than 30 States and Union Territories
participated and set up more than 300 stalls in the 33rd HUNAR HAAT.

3. 7th IISF 2021 to be held in Panaji from 10-13 of Dec

•
•

•
•

The 7th India International Science Festival (IISF) 2021 will be held in Panaji, Goa from 10th to 13th
of next month.
The 4 days festival will be organized by the Ministry of Earth Sciences in collaboration with the
Ministry of Science and Technology, the Department of Atomic Energy, the Department of Space and
the Government of Goa.
More than 100 scientists from different fields will participate and 740 science films from 70 countries
will be screened.
The festival theme will be based on Aazadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav with the motto of Celebration of science
and its promotion by all.
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4. MakeMyTrip tied up with Civil Aviation Ministry to promote Regional
Air Connectivity

•

•
•
•

MakeMyTrip partnered with the Ministry of Civil Aviation to promote regional air connectivity through
the UDAN scheme. MakeMyTrip will now power UDAN flights on the ‘AirSewa portal’ and market
them on its platform to promote its services.
The Govt. has identified 21st October as UDAN Day, the day on which the scheme document was first
released.
MakeMyTrip Founded: 2000
MakeMyTrip Headquarter: Gurugram, Haryana

International News
5. Classification of Omicron (B.1.1.529): SARS-CoV-2 Variant of Concern

•
•
•
•
•
•

World Health Organisation (WHO) has classified the new COVID-19 variant B.1.1.529 as Omicron.
New variant was first reported to WHO from South Africa on 24 November 2021.
According to WHO, the strain may spread more quickly than other forms. It has a large number of
mutations.
The classification puts Omicron into the most-troubling category of COVID-19 variants, along with the
globally-dominant Delta, plus its weaker rivals Alpha, Beta and Gamma.
WHO Director General: Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
WHO Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland.
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Appointments
6. PM Modi congratulates newly appointed Czech Republic PM Petr Fiala

•

•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday extended his greetings to newly appointed Prime Minister
of the Czech Republic Petr Fiala. He further said he looked forward to working with Fiala to further
enhance ties between the two countries.
Czech President Milos Zeman on Sunday swore in Fiala as the country’s new Prime Minister following
last month’s parliamentary election.
The swearing-in ceremony was performed by Zeman from a plexiglass cubicle after testing positive for
Covid-19.
Fiala is leading a bloc of five centre and centre-right opposition parties that won an election in October,
ousting the incumbent premier Andrej Babis and his allies.

7. Ace mountaineer from Uttarakhand becomes first woman president of
Indian Mountaineering Foundation
•
•
•

•

Noted mountaineer from Uttarakhand, Harshwanti Bisht has earned the distinction of being elected the
first woman president of the Indian Mountaineering Foundation (IMF).
Bisht, 62, who hails from a village named Sukai in Pauri district, says promoting mountaineering and
other adventure sports, and bringing more women into the field will be among her priorities.
Bisht, who did a course in mountaineering from the Uttarkashi-based Nehru Institute of Mountaineering
in 1975, scaled the Nanda Devi peak in 1981 which earned her the Arjuna award. She was also a member
of an expedition team to Mount Everest in 1984.
A professor of economics, Bisht recently retired as the principal of PG College, Uttarkashi.
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8. IRS officer Vivek Johri appointed CBIC chairman

•
•
•
•
•

1985-batch Indian Revenue Service officer Vivek Johri has been appointed as the chairman of the
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs CBIC.
Mr Johri is currently working as the member in the CBIC. He succeeds M Ajit Kumar who is completing
his tenure tomorrow.
The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) is the nodal national agency responsible for
administering Customs, GST, Central Excise, Service Tax & Narcotics in India.
The Customs & Central Excise department was established in the year 1855 by the then British Governor
General of India, to administer customs laws in India and collection of import duties/land revenue.
It is one of the oldest government departments of India.
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Important Days
9. NCC celebrating 73rd anniversary

•
•
•

National Cadet Corps (NCC) will celebrate its 73rd anniversary of its raising on 28 November.
The raising day is being celebrated all over the country with cadets participating in marches, blood
donation camps and social development programmes.
In the year gone by, NCC has successfully overcome the restrictions imposed by COVID-19 Pandemic
and effectively executed the assigned mission.

Defence News
10. Army chief observes military exercise ‘Dakshin Shakti’ in Jaisalmer

•

The Dakshin Shakti was conducted by the Southern Command of Indian Army with an aim to ensure
integrated application of forces in multidomain operations and upholding the nation’s military aims
over the entire spectrum of conflict.
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•

•

During the past one week, units and formations of the Indian Army practiced tactical and operational
manoeuvres by its infantry, mechanised formations and airborne troops in a fluid battlefield environment,
operationalising future technologies.
The exercise began in the deserts of Jaisalmer. T-72, T-90 as well as Vijayanta tanks of the Army and
the IAF’s Dhruv and Rudha helicopters, and the Jaguar fighter aircraft participated in the joint exercise.
By Sameer Singhal

Appointment News
1. Indian tech wizard Parag Agrawal takes over as CEO of Twitter

•
•
•
•
•

Indian tech wizard Parag Agrawal takes over as CEO of the social media platform Twitter following the
departure of its co-founder CEO.
Yesterday Twitter co-founder Jack Dorsey has stepped down as chief executive of the company paving
way for the current chief technical officer, Parag Agrawal, to take over.
Mr Dorsey has been serving as chief executive of both Twitter and payment firm Square.
Parag Agrawal, IIT alumnus, joins the likes of Sundar Pichai and Satya Nadella as Indian-origin techies
at the help of the biggest tech companies of the world.
A Computer Science and Engineering graduate from IIT Bombay, Agrawal is a Ph.D. from Stanford
University.

2. Admiral R Hari Kumar takes charge as Chief of Naval Staff
•
•
•
•

Admiral R. Hari Kumar today assumed charge as the 25th Chief of the Naval Staff.
He received Guard of Honour at the South Block lawns in New Delhi as the new Chief of Naval Staff.
Admiral Hari Kumar succeeds Admiral Karambir Singh
Admiral R. Hari Kumar was commissioned on 1st January 1983 into the Executive Branch of the Indian
Navy.
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•
•

During his long and distinguished service spanning nearly 39 years, he has served in a variety of
Command, Staff and Instructional appointments.
He has been decorated with the Param Vishist Seva Medal, Ati Vishist Seva Medal and Vishist Seva
Medal.

3. Hero Motocorp appoints former SBI chairman Rajnish Kumar to the board

•
•
•

Two-wheeler major, Hero MotoCorp announced the appointment of former chairman of State Bank
of India (SBI) Rajnish Kumar as an independent non-executive director on the board of the company.
Kumar completed his three-year term as chairman of SBI in October 2020.
He is currently serving as an Independent Director on the Boards of many other companies including
HSBC, Asia Pacific, L&T Infotech, and is also the Non-Executive Chairman of Resilient Innovations
(BharatPe).
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National News
4. Nagaland police launches ‘Call your Cop’ mobile App for citizens

•

•
•
•

Nagaland DGP T. John Longkumer officially launched the ‘Call your Cop’ mobile App today at Police
Headquarters in Kohima. DGP Longkumer said the App will enable all citizens of the state especially
those in distress to get in touch directly with the police as easily available with just one click away.
The features in the App include directory, alerts, tourist tips, SOS, nearest police station and search.
Citizens can download the app from google store on any android phone.
One can download the app from the google store.

5. Hyderabad-based Skyroot test fires India’s first privately developed
cryogenic rocket engine

•

Skyroot Aerospace successfully tested ‘Dhawan-1’, which is India’s first privately developed fully
cryogenic rocket engine running on two high-performance rocket propellants- Liquid Natural gas
(LNG) & Liquid Oxygen (LoX).
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•
•
•

•
•
•

This is a ‘Made-in-India’ cryogenic engine developed using 3D printing with a superalloy, reducing
manufacturing time by more than 95 per cent.
Cryogenic engines are highly efficient rocket propulsion systems that use propellants at cryogenic
temperatures (less than -150° Celsius).
Hyderabad-based company has named its cryogenic engine- ‘Dhawan-1’ in honour of eminent Indian
Rocket scientist Dr Satish Dhawan who played an instrumental role in the development of the Indian
Space Programme.
Skyroot Aerospace Founded: 12 June 2018
Skyroot Aerospace Headquarters: Hyderabad, Telangana
Skyroot Aerospace Co-founder, CEO & CTO: Pawan Kumar Chandana

6. Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh launches unique Face Recognition
Technology for Pensioners in New Delhi

•
•
•

•

Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Dr. Jitendra Singh today launched
unique Face Recognition Technology for Pensioners in New Delhi.
He said that Face Recognition Technique of giving Life Certificate is a historic and far-reaching reform
and this will bring ease of living for the retired and the elderly citizens.
He said, it will touch the lives of not only 68 lakh Central Government Pensioners but also Crores of
Pensioners who fall outside the jurisdiction of this Department such as EPFO and State Government
Pensioners.
He thanked the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology as well as Unique Identification
Authority of India
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Banking News
7. Bajaj Allianz General Insurance ties up with Tropogo for drones

•
•
•

Bajaj Allianz General Insurance announced its partnership with deep-tech startup TropoGo for the
distribution of a drone Insurance product.
With this Bajaj Allianz General Insurance becomes the 4th insurer to offer drone cover.
HDFC Ergo was the first insurer to launch a drone insurance cover in June 2020, followed by ICICI
Lombard in August 2021, and Tata AIG last month.

Books and Authors
8. General MM Naravane released a book ‘Bangladesh Liberation @ 50 years:
‘Bijoy’ with Synergy, India-Pakistan war 1971’
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•
•

•

The book is an amalgamation of historical and anecdotal accounts of the 1971 War and comprises
authors from both India and Bangladesh.
The event was organized by the Centre for Land Warfare Studies (CLAWS) at the India International
Centre (IIC), Delhi to commemorate 50 Years of India-Bangladesh Friendship as well as the decisive
victory in India- Pakistan War 1971.
The ‘Scholar Warrior Award’ was awarded by the former COAS (Chief of Army Staff) of Bangladesh,
Bir Protik to Brigadier Narender Kumar for his outstanding contribution as a warrior and in the field
of research.

Important Days
9. Day of Remembrance for All Victims of Chemical Warfare 2021

•
•

•
•

The United Nation recognised Day of Remembrance for all Victims of Chemical Warfare is held every
year on November 30.
The day marks a tribute to the victims of chemical warfare, as well as to reaffirm the commitment of
the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) to the elimination of the threat of
chemical weapons, thereby promoting the goals of peace, security, and multilateralism.
The first Day of Remembrance for all Victims of Chemical Warfare was held in 2005.
The history of the serious efforts to achieve chemical disarmament that culminated in the conclusion of
the Chemical Weapons Convention began more than a century ago.
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10. Cherry Blossom Festival 2021 celebrated in Meghalaya

•
•
•
•

The three-day Shillong Cherry Blossom Festival 2021 was inaugurated by Chief Minister of Meghalaya,
Conrad K Sangma, and Ambassador of Japan to India, Satoshi Suzuki.
It was celebrated from November 25 to 27.
The festival was held in two venues, Ward’s Lake and Polo Grounds in Meghalaya.
The annual festival coincides with the actual blooming of the cherry blossom flowers.
By Sameer Singhal

Sports News
1. Lionel Messi wins men’s Ballon d’Or for a record seventh time
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•
•
•
•
•

Argentina football player Lionel Messi won the men’s Ballon d’Or for a record seventh time and
Barcelona’s Alexia Putellas won the women’s Ballon d’Or on Tuesday.
The 34-year-old Messi led Argentina to the Copa America title in July after losing in four major
international finals.
The 27-year-old midfielder Putellas won the award for the first time after helping Barca win the treble
and scored 26 goals in 42 games overall.
She netted in the Champions League final against Chelsea, and in August she was named UEFA women’s
player of the year.
Ballon d’Or awards by France Football magazine, the Ballon d’Or has been given out to men every year
since 1956 when Stanley Matthews won.

Important Days
2. World AIDS Day:1st December

•
•
•
•
•

Today is World AIDS Day.
It is marked on 1st of December every year to highlight the work done to eliminate the epidemic.
The day is also observed to extend support to those who have to live with the life-threatening condition
caused by the Human Immunodeficiency Virus, HIV.
The first World AIDS Day was observed in 1988. HIV remains a major public health issue that affects
millions of people across the world.
The virus attacks the immune system and reduces its resistance to other diseases, thereby putting the life
of the patient at risk. Founded in 1988, World AIDS Day was the first ever global health day. The theme
for this year is ‘End Inequalities, End AIDS, End Pandemics.
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3. Border Security Force celebrates its 57th Raising Day

•
•

•
•

Border Security Force, BSF is celebrating its 57th Raising Day today.
On the eve of the raising day yesterday, Director General of Border Security Force BSF Pankaj Kumar
Singh said that strict border patrolling along with deployment of surveillance devices has drastically
brought down cases of cattle smuggling between India and Bangladesh.
Mr Singh said, only 18 thousand cattle were caught this year compared to nearly 1.7 lakh cattle per year
two-three years ago.
The BSF DG said, most of the area of Bangladesh border is fenced and around 10 to 12 per cent area is
not fenced because of difficult terrain.

Banking News
4. India’s GDP grows at 8.4 per cent in second quarter of current fiscal
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•
•
•
•

India’s Gross domestic product, GDP, for the second quarter of the current fiscal logged fastest growth
among major economies in the world.
According to the government data released yesterday, GDP of the country grew by 8.4 percent from a
year ago.
As per the National Statistics Office, NSO, data, Manufacturing output increased 5.5 percent during the
period while construction segment grew 7.5 percent in the second quarter.
The NSO data suggest that household consumption rose in the second quarter, July-September, of FY22
despite the second wave of the Covid-19 pandemic.

5. LIC gets RBI’s nod to increase stake in Kotak Mahindra Bank to 9.99%

•

•
•
•

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted approval to state-owned insurance behemoth, Life
Insurance Corporation of India (LIC), to raise its stake in private lender Kotak Mahindra Bank up to
9.99 per cent. Currently, the life insurer holds 4.96 per cent in the private lender.
LIC is one of the biggest institutional investors in India’s stock market and has a stake in a number of
private and public sector banks. LIC has a stake in as many 24 scheduled commercial banks.
Once LIC raises its shareholding in Kotak Mahindra Bank to 9.99 per cent, it will be the second largest
shareholding of the insurer in a scheduled commercial bank.
Among other major banks, LIC holds 8.8 per cent in Canara Bank, 8.3 per cent in Punjab National Bank
and State Bank of India, 8.2 per cent in Axis Bank, and 7.6 per cent in ICICI Bank.

6. HSBC Launches India’s First Credit Card Made From Recycled Plastic
•
•
•
•

HSBC has launched India’s first credit card made from recycled PVC plastic (rPVC).
The launch is a step toward sustainability and a net-zero future. The cards are allotted in cooperation
with IDEMIA, which is a global cards manufacturer.
The cards are made from 85 per cent recycled plastic and each card will save 3.18gm of plastic waste in
addition to helping lower overall carbon emission.
HSBC India Founded: 1853
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•
•

HSBC India Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra
HSBC India CEO: Hitendra Dave

Books and Authors
7. “Indian Innings: The Journey of Indian Cricket from 1947” authored by
Ayaz Memon

•
•
•

A book titled ‘Indian Innings: The Journey of Indian Cricket from 1947’ authored by Ayaz Memon
released.
It is the journey of Indian Cricket and marked several insights of Indian cricket of the last 70 years.
The book has covered the era of veteran cricketers K N Prabhu to P N Sundaresan and Dicky Rutnagar
to Ramachandra Guha and Suresh Menon, those years of famous victories consist of experiences about
World Cups, various Test cricket, etc.
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www.plutusacademy.com

National News
8. Kerala Tourism launches STREET project to enhance visitor experience

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

In a pioneering initiative to take tourism deep into the state’s interiors and rural hinterland, Kerala
Tourism will launch the ‘STREET’ project in select spots in seven districts, which would help visitors
experience the diversity of offerings in these locales.
The STREET is an acronym for Sustainable, Tangible, Responsible, Experiential, Ethnic, Tourism hubs.
The project will boost mutual beneficial organic relationships between tourism development and the
ordinary lives of people in the state of Kerala.
The project, conceived by the Responsible Tourism Mission, is inspired by the ‘Tourism for Inclusive
Growth’ slogan of The United Nations World Tourism Organization.
Kerala Capital: Thiruvananthapuram
Kerala Governor: Arif Mohammad Khan
Kerala Chief Minister: Pinarayi Vijayan

9. Govt Appoints Committee to Revisit Criteria for EWS Quota
•
•
•

•
•

The Centre has formed a three-member committee to review the criteria for reservation for the
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) category.
The government had informed the Supreme Court last week that it has taken a considered decision to
revisit the criteria.
The committee members are former finance secretary Ajay Bhushan Pandey, member secretary of
Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) V K Malhotra and principal economic advisor to
the government Sanjay Sanyal.
The committee has been asked to complete its work within three weeks.
responsible
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•

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment:Virendra Kumar Khatik

10. 1st ever Aharbal Festival held in J&K to promote tourism

•

•
•

Kulgam district administration and the Department of Tourism, Jammu & Kashmir organized the 1st
ever Aharbal Festival at Kulgam, J & K to promote tourism in Kashmir, particularly at the Aharbal
waterfall.
Aharbal falls, also known as “Niagara Falls” of Kashmir, is a hill station in the southwestern part of
Kashmir Valley in the Jammu and Kashmir.
Lieutenant Governor of J&K: Manoj Sinha.
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Obituary
11. Legendary Telugu lyricist Sirivennela Seetharama Sastry passes away

•
•
•

Telugu lyricist Sirivennela Seetharama Sastry passed away on Tuesday in Secunderabad following lung
cancer related complications. He breathed his last in KIMS hospital.
Sirivennela Seetharama Sastry made his debut as a lyricist with Janani Janmabhoomi in 1984.
He rose to fame with the song “Vidhatha Thalapuna” in K Viswanath directorial Sirivennela (1986).
Sastry, who has over 3000 songs to his credit.
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. India joins G20 ‘Troika’ with Indonesia and Italy; to assume G20 residency
in December
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•
•
•
•

India has joined the G20 Troika today. Apart from India, Troika consists of Indonesia and Italy.
External Affairs Ministry said, India will assume the G20 Presidency in December 2022 from Indonesia
and will convene the G20 Leaders’ Summit for the first time in the country in 2023.
It said, India will work closely with Indonesia and Italy to ensure consistency and continuity of the G20’s
agenda as a Troika member.
Indonesia has assumed the G20 Presidency today and will convene various G20 meetings throughout
the year culminating with the G20 Leaders’ Summit in October next year under the overall theme of
Recover Together Recover Stronger.

2. Revised guidelines come into effect for international arrivals in India in
view of new Omicron variant

•
•
•
•

In view of reporting of Omicron, the new variant of Covid-19 the Union Health Ministry has revised
guidelines for international arrivals in India to be effective from today.
The Ministry has mandated submitting 14 days travel details, uploading negative RT-PCR test report on
Air Suvidha portal before the journey.
The RT-PCR test should have been conducted within 72 hours prior to undertaking the journey.
Meanwhile Home Ministry has asked the States and UTs to go for rigorous screening and testing of all
international arrivals.

3. Hornbill Festival returns to traditional format
•
•
•
•
•

This year’s edition of Nagaland’s iconic Hornbill Festival, widely hailed as the “festival of festivals”,
started on December 1 after it was held virtually last year due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
The 10-day cultural and tourism extravaganza annually begins at the start of December and coincides
with Nagaland’s statehood day.
The festival’s 2021 edition comprises around 700 separate events.
Diplomatic representatives from the US, Germany and Israel will be among the guests this year.
The festival’s opening programme will be held at the traditional venue - the Naga Heritage Village
Kisama, which is located 10km away from the capital Kohima.
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4. Serum Institute delivers first Novavax vaccine batch through COVAX

•
•
•

Serum Institute of India has sent doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Indonesia, in its first export of the
Novavax shot through the COVAX network
The world’s biggest vaccine maker exported 137,500 doses of Covovax, as it calls the shot, to the
Southeast Asian country last week.
Indonesia has approved the vaccine but India and the World Health Organization, which co-leads the
COVAX vaccine-sharing network, have not.

5. Jaishankar to Address Indian Ocean Conference in UAE on Dec 4
•

•
•

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar will address the fifth Indian Ocean Conference to be held in
Abu Dhabi on December 4-5 besides the Sri Lankan president, Maldivian vice-president and the Fijian
prime minister
The theme of the Indian Ocean Conference 2021 is “Indian Ocean: Ecology, Economy, Epidemic”.
Over two days, senior leaders from Indian Ocean littoral countries will cover the issues related to the
region in the pre-conference workshops and plenary sessions.
23
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Books and Authors
6. Dinyar Patel’s biography of Dadabhai Naoroji wins Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyay NIF Book Prize 2021.

•

•

•

Writer Dinyar Patel won the prestigious Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay NIF Book Prize 2021 for his book
Naoroji: Pioneer of Indian Nationalism (Harvard University Press), a biography of one of the most
significant figures in modern Indian history, Dadabhai Naoroji.
The prize carries a cash award of Rs 15 lakh and a citation. Instituted in 2018, the Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyay NIF Book Prize celebrates high-quality non-fiction literature on modern and
contemporary India from writers of all nationalities, published in the previous calendar year.
The winner is an assistant professor of History at the SP Jain Institute of Management and Research in
Mumbai.
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•
•

He previously taught in the Department of History at the University of South Carolina.
He has written for BBC News and the New York Times, among other publications.

7. ‘The Ambuja Story: How a Group of Ordinary Men Created an Extraordinary
Company’ by Narotam Sekhsaria

•
•
•
•

The book features the story of his rise from a small-time cotton trader to setting up one of the largest
cement companies in the country, Ambuja cement, one of India’s finest companies.
It was written byFormer Vice Chairman/Founder/Promoter, Ambuja Cements Ltd, Narotam Sekhsaria
The year was 1983. A cotton trader, still in his early thirties, began to dream big.
His aspiration was to become an ‘industrialist’. The venture he was about to embark on was uncharted
territory for him. He knew nothing about cement, limestone or anything remotely associated with it.

8. The Vice President release the books ‘Democracy, Politics & Governance’
and ‘Loktantr, Rajneeti aur Dharm’
•

•
•

Vice President of India, Venkaiah Naidu on the 72nd anniversary of the adoption of the ‘Constitution
of India’ released a book titled “Democracy, Politics and Governance” in English and ‘Loktantr, Rajniti
and Dharm’ in Hindi at an event in the Central Hall of Parliament, New Delhi. The book was authored
by Dr A. Surya Prakash.
This book is a collection of articles about the social, political, and economic issues that impacted India’s
politics and governance.
Dr A. Surya Prakash is a Vice Chairman, Executive Council of Nehru Memorial Museum and Library,
and also a veteran journalist.
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Appointments
9. Whoa! Sanjay Dutt Becomes Arunachal Pradesh Brand Ambassador

•
•
•
•
•

Bollywood star Sanjay Dutt has been roped in by the Arunachal Pradesh government to be the brand
ambassador for the state.
Along with Sanjay, filmmaker Rahul Mittra has been roped in as the brand advisor on the occasion of
the golden jubilee celebrations, marking the 50th year of the naming of the state.
The announcement was made by Chief Minister Pema Khandu and Assembly Speaker Pasang Sona
Dorjee at a packed function in the presence of both Sanjay Dutt and Rahul Mittra
The month-long celebrations will commence at Ziro on January 20, 2022 as it was in Ziro that Arunachal
Pradesh got its name and Union Territory status in 1972.
The closing ceremony will be held in Itanagar on the occasion of Statehood Day on February 20, 2022.
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10. Singer Rihanna declared national hero by world’s newest republic
Barbados

•
•
•

Singer Rihanna was honoured by Prime Minister Mia Mottley at an event which marked Barbados’s
new status as a republic, which was attended by Prince Charles.
Rihanna, who was born in the St Michael parish of Barbados, found fame in 2005 after being spotted by
a record producer and has since gone on to become.
It comes after a historic move for Barbados, which has become a republic after almost 400 years and
welcomes its first president, Sandra Mason, after removing Queen Elizabeth as head of state.

International News
11. Four people injured as World War-II bomb explodes near railway
construction site in German city of Munich
•
•
•
•

Four people were hurt, one seriously injured, when a World War II bomb blew up on a railway
construction site in the German city of Munich.
The fire brigade says it happened during drilling work near Donnersberger Bridge, close to the main
station. As a result rail traffic in much of Munich was brought to a standstill.
Police say the bomb went off during tunnel work near the bridge. Local reports described a loud bang
followed by a column of smoke. An excavator was overturned by the force of the blast.
Seventy thousand people had to leave their homes in Frankfurt in 2017 when a 1.4-tonne British
“blockbuster” bomb was discovered.
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Important Days
12. International Day for the Abolition of Slavery

•
•

International Day for the Abolition of Slavery is observed annually on 2nd December since 1986 by the
United Nations General Assembly.
The focus of this day is on removing contemporary forms of slavery, such as trafficking in persons,
sexual exploitation, the worst forms of child labour, forced marriage, and the forced recruitment of
children for use in armed conflict.

13. World Computer Literacy Day 2021: 2December
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•
•
•
•

•

Due to digitalization in today’s modern era, computers can now execute large computations in a split
second and convey information from all over the world in the blink of an eye.
However, many individuals are still unaware of how to operate one.
To support this notion, every year on December 2, World Computer Literacy Day is observed throughout
the globe.
The origin of World Computer Literacy Day traces back in India, where an Indian company NIIT
initiated this occasion of celebrating their 20th anniversary in 2001, where they noticed literacy ratio
over computer usage.
Theme for World Computer Literacy Day 2021 is “Literacy for human-centered recovery: Narrowing
the digital divide.”
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Parliament passes Dam Safety Bill, 2019

•
•
•

•
•

Parliament has passed the Dam Safety Bill, 2019 with the Rajya Sabha approving it.
The House also approved the amendments moved by the government to the bill.
The Lok Sabha had given its nod to the Bill in 2019. The bill provides for surveillance, inspection,
operation and maintenance of the specified dam for prevention of dam failure related disasters and for
institutional mechanism to ensure their safe functioning.
The bill was moved by Union Minister for Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.
He informed that of the total existing dams in different parts of the country,92 per cent of them are
located on interstate rivers and their safety must be taken care of.
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2. PM Modi inaugurates InFinity Forum thought leadership Forum on FinTech

•
•
•
•

•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that India has proved to the world that it is second to none when it
comes to adopting technology or innovating around it.
He said, transformational initiatives under Digital India have opened doors for innovative Fintech
solutions to be applied in governance.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi today inaugurated InFinity Forum through video conferencing.
The event is being hosted by International Financial Services Centres Authority under the aegis of
Government of India in collaboration with GIFT City and Bloomberg. Indonesia, South Africa and the
U.K. are partner countries in the first edition of the Forum.
This two-day event is a thought leadership forum with a focus on aspects relating to FinTech and using
it for inclusive growth. InFinity Forum has an interesting theme ‘Beyond.’ As the name suggests, it will
set the tone for stakeholders to think beyond conventional mindsets and approaches and discuss new
trends in SpaceTech, GreenTech, AgriTech, quantum computing and more.

3. Karnataka CM to hold meeting with experts in view of newly found cases
of new COVID-19 variant Omicron in state
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•
•

•
•

Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai will hold a meeting with experts today after two cases of
the new COVID-19 variant Omicron were reported in the state.
Karnataka Chief Minister told reporters in New Delhi that they will hold a meeting with all details
and will come out with new SoPs. He said they are also trying to get expert views and guidelines of the
Centre. The Chief Minister said he has also asked the state health minister and chief secretary to gather
more information.
The chief minister said he has already discussed the matter with Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya who has assured to share complete details of these new cases with the state government.
The new COVID-19 variant was first reported to the World Health Organisation (WHO) from South
Africa on November 25.

4. Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Bill, 2020

•

•

•

•

On Wednesday, Lok Sabha passed the Assisted Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill, 2020, it makes
provisions for the safe and ethical practice of assisted reproductive technology (ART) services in the
country.
The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019 — was passed by Lok Sabha on August 5, 2019. This one was
referred to a Select Committee, which recommended that the ART Bill should be brought first, so
that all the highly technical and medical aspects could subsequently be addressed in the Surrogacy
(Regulation) Bill, 2019.
The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill relates to surrogacy, an infertility treatment, where a third person,
a woman, is the surrogate mother. In ART, treatments can be availed by the commissioning couple
themselves and it is not always necessary that a third person is involved.
Surrogacy is allowed for only Indian married couples. ART procedures are open to married couples,
live-in partners, single women, and also foreigners.
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Appointments
5. Sambit Patra appointed chairman of India Tourism Development
Corporation

•
•

•
•
•

BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra appointed as the chairman of India Tourism Development Corporation
(ITDC) by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet.
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved the Tourism Ministry’s proposal to split
the post of chairman and managing director of India Tourism Development Corporation into chairman,
ITDC, and managing director (MD), ITDC.
IAS officer, G. Kamala Vardhana Rao will hold the post of managing director of ITDC.
India Tourism Development Corporation Founded: 1 October 1966
India Tourism Development Corporation Headquarters: New Delhi.

6. Smriti Mandhana signs up as brand ambassador for GUVI
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•
•
•

Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT-M) incubated startup, GUVI has signed Indian Women’s
cricketer Smriti Mandhana as its brand ambassador.
Smriti Mandhana will be the face of GUVI and feature across the online campaigns of GUVI aimed to
strengthen the importance and scope of technological education.
GUVI is India’s first vernacular Ed-tech Startup to impart tech & programming skills to individuals in
their preferred native languages (Tamil, Telugu, Hindi & Many other Indian Languages).

Awards and Honours
7. Athlete Anju Bobby George wins World Athletics Women of year award

•
•

•

The former international long jump star Anju Bobby George has been awarded the Woman of the Year
Award by World Athletics (WA) for grooming talent in the country and advocating gender equality.
44-year-old only Indian known for winning a medal in the World Championships with a long jump
bronze in the 2003 edition was named for the award in the world body’s annual awards night on
December 1.
Senior Vice President of the Indian Athletics Federation, Bobby George is also a constant voice for
gender equality and mentors schoolgirls for future leadership positions within the sport producing a
world U20 medallist.

8. Bihar won Gold Medal Award at 40th edition India International Trade
Fair
•
•
•

Union Commerce and Industry Minister, Piyush Goyal has inaugurated the 40th edition of the India
International Trade Fair (IITF) 2021 at Pragati Maidan in Delhi.
It was organized by the India Trade Promotion Organisation with ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ as the theme
and to further promote the idea of ‘Vocal for Local’.
Bihar is the partner state for the 40th IITF and the focus states are Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand.
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•
•
•

Bihar Capital: Patna
Bihar Governor: Phagu Chauhan
Bihar Chief Minister: Nitish Kumar.

9. Prof. Jayashankar Telangana State Agri Univ V-C wins Swaminathan Award

•
•
•
•

•

Praveen Rao has handled 13 research and six consultancy projects in micro irrigation in India
V Praveen Rao, Vice-Chancellor of Prof. Jayashankar Telangana State Agricultural University (PJTSAU),
has been selected for Dr M S Swaminathan Award for the period 2017-19.
The biennial national award was constituted by Retired ICAR Employees Association (RICAREA) and
Nuziveedu Seeds Limited. It carries a cash prizes of `2 lakh and a citation.
The Selection Committee, headed by former ICAR Director-General, RS Paroda has decided to select V
Praveen Rao for the award recognising his contributions in the fields of ‘agricultural research, teaching,
extension and administration’.
This prestigious award was instituted in 2004 in honour of Dr M.S. Swaminathan the main architect of
India’s Green Revolution.
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Important Days
10. World Day of the Handicapped:3 December

•
•
•
•

World Handicapped day also known as the International Day of Persons with disabilities is observed
every year on 3rd December globally.
The day is marked and observed to support critical issues which are related to the inclusion of persons
with disabilities.
The theme of the World Day of the Handicapped 2021 is the Leadership and participation of persons
with disabilities.
The day is celebrated to promote the rights and well-being of persons with disabilities in all spheres of
society and development, and to increase awareness of the situation of persons with disabilities
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Govt approves plan for production of over five lakh AK-203 assault rifles
in Amethi
•
•
•
•

In a big boost to self-reliance in defence, manufacturing of over five lakh AK-203 Rifles to start at
Amethi in Uttar Pradesh.
The government has approved the plan for production of over five lakh AK-203 assault rifles at Korwa
in Amethi district.
It reflects the ever-increasing paradigm shift in defence acquisition from buy to Make in India.
The 7.62 X 39 m.m. caliber AK-203 Rifles will replace in-service INSAS Rifle inducted over three
decades back.
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•

AK-203 Assault Rifles, with an effective range of 300 metres, are light weight, robust and easy to use
Modern Assault Rifles with proven technology that will enhance the combat potential of soldiers to
adequately meet present and envisaged operational challenges.

2. President Ram Nath Kovind to inaugurate two-day Centenary Celebrations
of PACs tomorrow

•
•
•

•
•

The Public Accounts Committee of the Parliament is going to celebrate 100th year of its establishment
from tomorrow.
PAC Chairman Adhir Ranjan Choudhury in a press conference said that President Ram Nath Kovind
will inaugurate the two-day Centenary Celebrations tomorrow in the Central Hall of Parliament.
Mr. Choudhury said, the celebrations include four thematic sessions on Functioning of PACs in Present
Times, Challenges and Way Forward; Realigning the PAC’s Approach; Collecting information from NonGovernmental Sources and Assessing Outcome Programmes, Schemes, and Projects; Implementation
of Recommendations of PAC Adherence to Timelines and Mechanisms for strict compliance.
PAC consists of total 22 members 15 from Lok sabha and 7 from Rajya sabha
Chairman of PAC is always the Leader of Opposition.
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3. Cyclone Jawad to hit Odisha, Andhra and West Bengal

•
•
•
•

The low-pressure area in the Bay of Bengal is expected to intensify into Cyclone Jawad which is likely to
reach the north Andhra Pradesh, south Odisha coasts and Some parts of West Bengal.
The storm, once developed, will be called Jawad (pronounced Jowad), as named by Saudi Arabia.
After Yaas in May and Gulab in September, this will be the third cyclone headed towards the east coast
this year.
A rotational list of the names of cyclones is maintained by the World Meteorological Organisation
(WMO), with the names specific for each tropical zone.

4. ‘Maitri Diwas’ to be celebrated in 18 countries on 6 December to
commemorate India Bangladesh friendship

•
•

‘Maitri Diwas’ marking the day India recognized Bangladesh ten days before its liberation on 16
December 1971 will be celebrated in 18 countries across the world.
The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said in a press release that the day will be commemorated in
Belgium, Canada, Egypt, Indonesia, Russia, Qatar, Singapore, UK. Australia, France, Japan, Malaysia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Switzerland, Thailand, UAE, and USA.

37

www.plutusacademy.com

•
•

India was one of the first countries to establish bilateral diplomatic relations with the newly independent
Bangladesh in 1971.
During the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Bangladesh in March this year to attend the national
day of Bangladesh, it was decided to commemorate December 6 as the Maitri Diwas or Friendship Day.

Important Days
5. Indian Navy Day : 04 December

•
•
•
•
•

In India, December 4 is observed as the National Navy Day every year, to celebrate the achievements
and role of the naval force to the country.
The theme of Indian Navy Day 2021 is ‘Swarnim Vijay Varsh’ signifying 50 years of India’s victory in the
Indo-Pakistan war 1971.
Back in 1971, during the Indo-Pakistan war, December 4 was chosen to launch Operation Trident
against Pakistan.
On December 4, the Indian Navy formally entered the war and attacks on Karachi were constantly
showering. As we all know because of the Indian Navy the whole country rejoiced with success.
The Maratha Emperor, Chhatrapati Shivaji Bhosle of the 17th century is considered as “Father of the
Indian Navy”.

Awards and Honours
6. Ratan Tata to get Assam’s highest civilian award
•

•
•

On the occasion of Assam Divas, the state government of Assam has decided to accolade renowned
industrialist Ratan Tata with the ‘Asom Bhaibav’ award, the highest civilian state award for his
contribution to cancer care in the state.
Ratan Tata had laid the foundation stone for the cancer care units in the state.
Assam Governor: Jagdish Mukhi
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•

Assam Chief Minister: Himanta Biswa Sarma.

7. HP Police awarded with ‘President’s Colour’, 8th in country to achieve
feat

•

•
•
•
•

The ‘President’s Colour Award’ ceremony was organised by Himachal Pradesh Police on The Ridge here
on Wednesday where in state governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar was the chief guest, accompanied
by chief minister Jai Ram Thakur as a special guest.
Director-General of Police Sanjay Kundu received the award on the behalf of state police.
The Chief Guest was Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, while Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur was
also there as a special guest.
Himachal Pradesh Police is India’s eighth state police force to receive this honour.
‘President Colour’ is a special achievement, demonstrating that the state police ranks highly in the
service of humanity, as well as performance, professionalism, integrity, human rights protection, and
other factors.

39

www.plutusacademy.com

Appointments
8. International Monetary Fund chief economist Gita Gopinath to become
its First Deputy Managing Director in 2022

•
•

•

•
•

Gita Gopinath, the India-born, first female chief economist of the International Monetary Fund (IMF),
is set to take over from Geoffrey Okamoto as the multilateral institution’s number 2 official in early 2022.
The elevation to the post of first deputy managing director (FDMD) came just months after Gopinath
had said she intended to re-join Harvard University in January 2022 to retain her tenured facility post
after completing three years at the IMF.
The move comes as a surprise because Gopinath, the first woman to serve as the IMF’s chief economist,
had said in October she planned to rejoin Harvard University in January to retain her tenured facility
post after three years of public service.
International Monetary Fund Managing Director: Kristalina Georgieva.
International Monetary Fund Headquarters: Washington D.C., USA

Sports
9. BWF World Tour Finals: P.V. Sindhu, Kidambi Srikanth loses to opponents,
bows out of tournament
•
•
•

Two-time Olympic medallist P.V. Sindhu today lost her third and final Group ‘A’ game in the women’s
singles event of the ongoing BWF World Tour Finals in Bali.
Pornpawee Chochuwong of Thailand defeated reigning world champion by 21-12, 19-21, 21-14 in a
match that lasted for one hour and 11 minutes. With this win, the Thai player has topped Group ‘A’.
Earlier, Kidambi Srikanth lost his third and final Group ‘B’ game in the men’s singles as he was defeated
by Lee Zii Jia by 21-19, 21-14 in a game that lasted for 37 minutes.
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By Sameer Singhal
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