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National News
1. Economic Survey for the year 2021-22 to be tabled in Parliament today

•
•

The Budget Session of Parliament begins today. Economic Survey 2021-22 will also be tabled today.
Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, will present the Union Budget for the year 2022-2023 tomorrow
in the Lok Sabha and its copy will be laid on the Table of the Rajya Sabha soon thereafter.

2. India’s largest EV charging station opened at Gurgaon
•
•
•

India’s largest electric vehicle (EV) charging station with a capacity of 100 charging points for 4 wheelers,
was opened at Delhi-Jaipur National Highway in Gurugram.
Previously, India’s largest EV charging station was situated in Navi Mumbai with 16 AC & 4 DC charging
ports for EVs.
The new EV charging station has been developed by tech-piloting company Alektrify Private Limited.
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•
•

This EV charging station will not only boost the electric vehicles industry in the region but will also act
as a benchmark for large EV charging stations across the nation in future.
The electric vehicle charging station of this size and magnitude is rare and will be instrumental for the
industry to experience actual Ease of Doing Business in smooth ‘Certification Compliance’ and ‘Safety
Standards’

3. PM Modi hosts first India-Central Asia Summit, outlines 3 goals

•
•

Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi has hosted the first India-Central Asia Summit, through the
virtual platform.
It was the first of its kind engagement between India and the Central Asian countries at the level of
leaders.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

The central Asian region has five recognized countries.
These are the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic (Kyrgyzstan), Republic of Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan.
The first India-Central Asia Summit coincided with the 30th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between India and Central Asian countries.
firstly, the Prime Minister said the mutual cooperation between India and central Asia was necessary for
regional security and prosperity.
second goal, Modi said, “Today’s meeting is to give an effective structure to our cooperation, which will
pave the way for the establishment of a platform for regular interaction among all stakeholders.”
third goal, Modi said it was crucial to prepare an ambitious roadmap for the cooperation between India
and Central Asian countries

4. PM Modi praises Thounaojam Niranjoy Singh for record push-ups

•
•
•
•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has praised the work done by Lourembam Bino Devi in the field of art
and Thounaojam Niranjoy for breaking the world record in fitness.
In Mann Ki Baat programme on Sunday, Prime Minister Modi said that the 77 year old Lourembam
Bino Devi of Manipur has been conserving the textile art of the state for decades.
Bino Devi has been awarded Padma Shri this year for her contribution to art by the government. She is
a resident of Singjamei in Imphal West District.
Mrs Bino Devi said that our traditional culture is diminishing day by day, so all of us need to work hard
to conserve our art and culture.
Twenty four year old Thounaojam Niranjoy of Manipur made a world record by doing 109 knuckle
push ups with one hand in a minute.
Prime Minister Modi said that the achievement of Niranjoy Singh will inspire everyone to make physical
fitness a part of life.
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Appointments
5. Pushp Kumar Joshi named to be new chairman and MD of HPCL

•

•
•

•

Pushp Kumar Joshi has been picked by government headhunter PESB to be the new chairman and
managing director of Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd (HPCL), the nation’s third largest oil
refining and fuel marketing company.
Joshi, who is currently Director - Human Resources at HPCL - was picked after PESB interviewed 10
candidates on January 24
The recommendation will now go to the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) headed
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. ACC will decide on his selection after getting reports from anticorruption agencies such as CVC and CBI.
He will replace Mukesh Kumar Surana, who superannuates on April 30 this year.

Sports News
6. Women’s Asia Cup Hockey: India beat China 2-0 to win Bronze medal
•
•
•

Japan continued their impressive run at the 2022 Hockey Asia Cup as they thrashed the mighty South
Koreans 4-2 at Muscat.
India won bronze medal beating China 2-0 for third and fourth place play off
Sharmila Devi in the 13th minute and Gurjit Kaur in the 19th minute scored goals for India.
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7. Australian Open Tennis: Rafael Nadal creates history by winning record
21st grand slam title

•
•

•
•
•
•

The Spaniard defeated World No. 2 Daniil Medvedev in a thrilling 5-set Australian Open men’s singles
final last night.
After being two sets down, Nadal made an incredible comeback in a pulsating match which lasted
five hours and 24 minutes and emerged victorious by 2-6, 6-7, 6-4, 6-4, 7-5 at the Rod Laver Arena in
Melbourne.
The win has also put Nadal one step ahead of the other two big men of tennis, Roger Federer and Novak
Djokovic, both having 20 Grand Slam titles each to their credit.
An the history of Open era, 35-year-old Nadal has become the third-oldest man to win a Grand Slam
title.
Ken Rosewall and Roger Federer are the earlier two.
He is also only the second man to have won all four Grand Slams at least twice.
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8. Ashleigh Barty wins her first Australian Open title

•
•
•

World Number one Ashleigh Barty, won her first Australian Open title after defeating Danielle Collins
of the United States in the Women’s Singles final at the Rod Laver Arena in Melbourne today.
Top seed Barty defeated 27th seed Collins in straight sets, 6-3, 7-6.
With the win, Barty became the first Australian to claim a Grand Slam title on home soil in 44 years
since Christine O’Neill in 1978.

Important Days
9. Anti-Leprosy Day :Jan 30
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•
•
•
•
•
•

In India, Anti Leprosy Day is observed on 30th January every year. 30th January is Mahatma Gandhi’s
martyrdom day.
He was deeply committed to the cause of leprosy-affected persons.
Leprosy is also one of the neglected tropical diseases. Today is also World Neglected Tropical Diseases
Day.
This year, World Leprosy Day is also being celebrated today.
National Leprosy Eradication Programme is a centrally sponsored scheme.
Its vision is “Leprosy-free India”. Under this, action is taken for early case detection, complete treatment
of detected cases and to contain the onset of disease in close contacts.

Obituary News
10. Akal Academies’ founder Baba Iqbal Singh dies at 96

•
•
•
•
•

Founder of Akal Academies and Padma Shri awardee Baba Iqbal Singh died in Himachal Pradesh’s
Sirmaur district on Saturday, a district official said.
He was 96. Iqbal Singh breathed his last at Baru Sahib in Sirmaur district
As an in-charge of Kalgidhar Trust, which he founded in 1965, he built the organisation brick-by-brick.
It now runs 129 CBSE-affiliated schools with over 70,000 children.
Far away from the urban milieu, these schools impart value-based education to children from the
marginalised sections of the society.
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Books and Authors
11. A Little Book of India: Celebrating 75 years of Independence’

•
•
•

A new book titled “A Little Book of India: Celebrating 75 years of Independence” authored by Ruskin
Bond was released, marking 75 years of India’s Independence.
The book is the blend of “physical and spiritual” attributes of India and also highlights the last 75 years
of India’s progress as a nation. It is published by Penguin Random House India (PRHI).
It is a record of some of my memories and impressions of this unique land — of its rivers and forests,
literature and culture, sights, sounds and colours — an amalgamation of the physical and spiritual.
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. Home delivery of medicines will begin from Feb 1 under SeHAT: Defense
Ministry

•
•
•
•

The Defence Ministry has said that home delivery of medicines will begin from tomorrow under
Services e-Health Assistance and Teleconsultation, SeHAT.
As part of the Government’s commitment to Digital India and e-Governance, Defense Minister Rajnath
Singh had launched SeHAT in May last year.
SeHAT is the tri-services teleconsultation service of the Ministry of Defense designed for all entitled
personnel and their families.
The Ministry said, Home Delivery will be started with Base Hospital Delhi Cantt from tomorrow and it
will be extended to more and more stations in coming times.

2. India to witness GDP growth of 8 to 8.5 pc in 2022-23, states Economic
Survey
•

•

•

India will witness GDP growth of 8 to 8.5 per cent in 2022-23, supported by widespread vaccine coverage,
gains from supply-side reforms and easing of regulations, robust export growth, and availability of fiscal
space to ramp up capital spending.
Finance Minister Ms Nirmala Sitharaman tabled the Economic Survey 2021-22 in Parliament on
Monday, which states that the year ahead is well poised for a pick-up in private sector investment with
the financial system in a good position to provide support to the revival of economy.
Referring to First Advance Estimates, the Survey states that the Indian economy is estimated to grow by
9.2 per cent in real terms in 2021-22, after a contraction of 7.3 per cent in 2020-21.
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3. Indian Coast Guard to celebrate its 46th Raising Day on Feb 1
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•
•
•
•

The Indian Coast Guard will celebrate its 46th Raising Day tomorrow. The Indian Coast Guard, ICG has
grown into a formidable force with 158 ships and 70 aircraft in its inventory.
The Defense Ministry said, as the fourth largest Coast Guard in the world, it has played a significant role
in securing the Indian coasts and enforcing regulations in the maritime zones of India.
The ICG has saved over one thousand two hundred lives at sea in the last one year and more than 11
thousand since its inception.
One of the primary duties of the Indian Coast Guard is prevention of smuggling through maritime
routes in its area of responsibility.

4. PR Sreejesh wins World Games Athlete of the Year 2021 Award

•
•
•
•
•

Veteran Indian Hockey goalkeeper P R Sreejesh has won the prestigious World Games Athlete of the
Year for his 2021 performances, becoming only the second Indian to receive the accolade.
In 2020, Indian Women’s hockey captain Rani Rampal became the first Indian to win the honour for
her 2019 show.
Sreejesh beat competition from sport climber Alberto Gins Lopez of Spain and Italy’s wushu player
Michele Giordano for the award.
The 33-year-old was the only Indian nominated and was recommended by the International Hockey
Federation (FIH).
In the FIH Stars Awards in October, Sreejesh was named the goalkeeper of the year for 2021.

5. Chennai Super Kings Becomes India’s First Unicorn Sports Enterprise
•
•

Chennai Super Kings (CSK), has become the country’s first sports Unicorn with its market cap having
touched a high of Rs 7,600 crores and its share in the grey market trading in the Rs 210-225 price band.
The Mahendra Singh Dhoni-led CSK, which won its fourth IPL title in Dubai last year, now has a market
cap more than its parent entity, India Cements. India Cements’ market cap stood at Rs 6,869 crores.
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•

Two key reasons which have led CSK’s market cap to go past its parent entity are the team winning its
fourth IPL title in Dubai, and two new franchises being added to the upcoming season at record prices

6. Tata Steel Long to acquire Neelachal Ispat Nigam for Rs 12,100 crore

•
•
•
•
•

Tata Group company, Tata Steel Long Products Ltd’s (TSLP) has acquired Odisha-based Neelachal Ispat
Nigam Ltd (NINL) for Rs 12,100 crore.
Neelachal Ispat Nigam Ltd (NINL) is a steel plant located in Kalinganagar in Odisha and was shut in
March 2020 due to continued losses.
It has a capacity of 1.1 million tonnes a year. This is the 1st instance of privatization of a public sector
steel manufacturing enterprise in India.
Tata Steel CEO: T. V. Narendran
Tata Steel Headquarters: Mumbai.
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7. SPMCIL opens new bank note printing lines at Nashik and Dewas

•

•
•
•
•

Security Printing and Minting Corporation of India Limited (SPMCIL), under its modernisation
initiatives, has set up ‘new bank note printing lines’ each at Currency Note Press, Nashik and Bank Note
Press, Dewas.
In India, four printing presses for printing and supply of Banknotes. These are at Dewas in Madhya
Pradesh, Nasik in Maharashtra (owned by SPMCIL), Mysore in Karnataka, and Salboni in West Bengal
SPMCIL Chairman and Managing Director: Tripti Patra Ghosh
SPMCIL Founded: 10 February 2006.
SPMCIL H.Q.- New Delhi

8. Paytm Money launches “India’s first” intelligent messenger called ‘Pops’
•
•

•
•
•
•

Paytm Money has introduced “India’s first” intelligent messenger called ‘Pops’.
The company has launched ‘Pops’, with which users can receive specific information related to their
stocks, analysis about their portfolio, market news, and important market movements in an easy to
consume format, all in one place.
The platform will also serve as a marketplace to offer sophisticated stock recommendations, news
insights, and other services.
Paytm Money CEO: Varun Sridhar
Paytm Money Headquarters location: Bengaluru
Paytm Money Founded: 20 September 2017.

14

www.plutusacademy.com

International News
9. Xiomara Castro sworn in as first female President of Honduras

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In Honduras, the Freedom and Refoundation Party (Libre) member Xiomara Castro has been sworn in
as the first female President of the country.
The 62-year-old Castro replaces President Juan Orlando Hernández, as 56th President of Honduras.
Hernández has held the position for eight years from 27 January 2014 to 27 January 2022.
The oath was sworn before Judge Karla Romero, flanked by Castro’s choice of Congress president, Luis
Redondo, who draped the presidential sash over his new boss before a crowd of some 29,000.
Honduras Capital: Tegucigalpa
Currency: Honduran lempira
Continent: North America
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10. Winter storm Malik hits northern Europe, kills several people

•
•
•
•

A powerful winter storm has swept through northern Europe this weekend, killing several people,
destroying houses and vehicles.
Strong winds have struck the United Kingdom, Denmark, Poland and Germany, leaving hundreds of
thousands of homes without power.
Bridges were shut, trains cancelled and ferries docked as coastal surges led to flooding.
The storm system, which is known as Nadia in Germany and Malik in other countries, intensified a day
earlier bringing hurricane-level winds at times to the North Sea and Baltic Sea coastlines.

Books and Authors
11. A book titled “Fearless Governance” authored by Kiran Bedi
•
•
•
•
•

Fearless Governance’ launched by Indra Nooyi and Prof Debashis Chatterjee; it’s a one-of-its-kind book
with QR codes to access live photos and videos
Based on the ground-realities of nearly five years of service as the 24th Lt Governor of Puducherry,
Kiran Bedi has penned down her journey of governance in the book ‘Fearless Governance’.
It was launched by Indra Nooyi (former chairperson & CEO of PepsiCo) and Prof Debashis Chatterjee
(director, IIM Kozhikode).
“Fearless Governance is a blueprint for good and effective governance.
The leadership practices cut across public and private sectors,” Nooyi said. “Gutsy governance, ecocentric leadership!
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By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Indian Railways receive an outlay of one lakh 37 thousand crore rupees
capital investment support in budget

•
•

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that Indian Railways have received an outlay of one lakh
37 thousand crore rupees capital investment support.
This outlay was announced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman while presenting the Union Budget
2022-23 in parliament today.
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•
•

Briefing reporters in New Delhi today, Mr Vaishnav said, 400 new generation Vande Bharat trains will
be developed during the next three years.
As a part of Atmanirbhar Bharat, two thousand kilometers of network will be brought under Kavach,
the indigenous world-class technology for safety and capacity augmentation in 2022-23.

2. India’s first geological park will be built in Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The first geological park of India will be built in Lamheta, Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh.
Approval for the park was given by the Geological Survey of India, under the ministry of mining.
Park will be constructed with an investment of Rs 35 crores, over five-acre land.
The geological park will be built in Lamheta, because this place is among significant places in the world,
from the geological point of view.
In 1928, William Henry Sleeman had discovered a Dinosaur fossil from this area.
UNESCO has also recognised Lamheta as a geo heritage site. Lameta Formation is also called
Infratrappean Beds.
It is a sedimentary geological formation found in Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat.
Madhya Pradesh Governor: Mangubhai C. Patel

3. Union budget 2022 is being presented by FM Nirmala Sitharaman
•
•
•
•
•

Union Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman is presenting the Union Budget 2022 for the 4th time in
a row.
She will be presenting the financial statements and tax proposals for the fiscal year 2022-23 (April 2022
to March 2023).
A Made in India tablet has replaced the traditional ‘Bahi Khata’ as Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman leaves the Finance Ministry’s office to go to the Parliament to present the Budget.
The government sees the Indian economy growing at 8-8.5 per cent in the financial year 2022-23 (FY23).
The Union Budget is the yearly financial report estimating the income and expenditure presented to
outline future policies to be adopted by the government for sustainable growth and development.
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•
•

According to Article 112 of the Indian Constitution, the Union Budget of a year is referred to as the
Annual Financial Statement (AFS).
The first Budget of Independent India was presented in 1947

4. IPL 2022 Auction: BCCI releases full list of 590 cricketers

•
•
•
•

Board of Control for Cricket in India BCCI yesterday announced the list of players to be auctioned in
Bengaluru on 12 and 13 February for the Indian Premier League IPL 2022.
The BCCI released a list of 590 cricketers who will go under the hammer in IPL.
Out of the 590 players, 370 are Indians while the rest 220 are from overseas. A total of 33 players were
retained earlier by the 10 IPL franchises.
This is the 15th season of the IPL and the tournament hopes to rope in big names of the cricketing
world.

19

www.plutusacademy.com

5. Defence Ministry makes induction of women fighter pilots in IAF a
permanent scheme

•
•
•
•

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that his Ministry has decided to convert the Experimental
Scheme for Induction of Women Fighter Pilots in the Indian Air Force into a permanent scheme.
Indian Air Force undertakes various induction publicity measures to encourage youth, including
women to join it.
A total of 16 women have been commissioned as fighter pilots after the experimental scheme for their
induction.
Supreme Court had directed the Centre last year to allow women candidates to appear for the entrance
exam to the National Defence Academy

6. Spituk Gustor Festival celebrated in Ladakh
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•
•
•
•
•

•

Spituk Gustor Festival, a two-day annual celebration of Ladakhi culture and traditional heritage
celebrated on 30th & 31st January 2022 in Leh and Ladakh Union Territory.
To witness the colourful festivities, devotees arrive at the Spituk Monastery every year and attend the
colourful mask dance locally called “Chams”.
Spituk monastery is 8 km from Leh.
It is a celebration of peace and prosperity that is celebrated at the Spituk Monastery in Leh and Ladakh
UT.
The main attraction of the festival was the colourful mask dance locally called Chams performed by
the monks of the monastery in their best robes depicting different deities such as Mahakala (Gonbo),
Paldan Lhamo (Shridevi), White Mahakala, Protector Deity.
Ladakh (UT) Lieutenant Governor: Radha Krishna Mathur

7. Tata Sky Rebrands itself as Tata Play

•
•
•
•
•

Tata Sky has dropped the ‘sky’ brand name after 15 years and has rechristened itself as Tata Play.
The DTH company has joined hands with Netflix to offer new OTT (over the top) content-centric
channel packs as well.
The new name of the company will be visible to the viewers.
Tata Play Binge will hosts content from 13 leading OTT apps through a single User Interface while
offering the flexibility of a single subscription and payment.
Through the new identity as Tata Play, companies simply aim to signify their expanded range of products
and services and their desire to be future-ready while making tomorrow better than today for homes
and families.
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Important Days
8. World Wetlands Day: Wetlands action for people and planet

•
•
•

Today is World Wetlands Day. This Day is observed every year to raise global awareness about the vital
role of wetlands for people and planet.
The 2nd of February also marks the date of the adoption of the Convention on Wetlands in 1971 in the
Iranian city of Ramsar.
A call to take action for wetlands is the focus of this year’s campaign.
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Tokyo Olympics gold medallist Neeraj Chopra nominated for Laureus
World Breakthrough of the Year Award
•
•
•

Tokyo Olympics gold medallist Neeraj Chopra has been nominated for the prestigious Laureus World
Sports Awards.
India’s first-ever winner of an Olympic athletics gold medal, Neeraj has been selected as one of the six
nominees for the 2022 Laureus World Breakthrough of the Year Award.
The other five sportspersons who have been nominated for the award are Australian Open runner-up
Daniil Medvedev, British tennis star Emma Raducanu, Barcelona and Spain footballer Pedri, Venezuelan
athlete Yulimar Rojas and Australian swimmer Ariarne Titmus.
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•

24-year-old javelin thrower is only the third Indian to be nominated for the award after wrestler Vinesh
Phogat in 2019 and cricket star Sachin Tendulkar, who won the Laureus Sporting Moment Award 20002020.

2. Government approves continuation of scheme for Assistance to National
Sports Federations
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•

•

•
•

The government has approved continuation of Scheme of Assistance to National Sports Federations
with an outlay of one thousand 575 crore rupees for 15th Finance Commission Cycle 2021-22 to 202526.
The Scheme of Assistance to National Sports Federations is the flagship Central Sector Scheme and the
main source of funding for the preparation of national teams for all major national and international
competitions.
These include the Olympic Games, Para-Olympics, Asian Games, Commonwealth Games and other
major international tournaments.
Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Anurag Thakur has thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman for according approval for continuation of Scheme of Assistance
to National Sports Federations.

3. One Common Service Centre to be established in each of 2.50 lakh Gram
Panchayats across country

•

•
•
•

Union Minister of State for Electronic and Information Technology, Rajeev Chandrashekhar has told
Lok Sabha that at-least one Common Service Centre will be established in each of the 2.50 lakh Gram
Panchayats across the country.
In written reply, he said, it will help in the delivery of various government-to-citizen and other citizencentric e-Services.
He said, his ministry has implemented the network of Common Services Centres (CSC) under the
Digital Indian programme.
He further said, as on December 2021, a total of 4 lakh 46 thousand 789 Common Services Centres
are functional across all states and union territories of the country, out of which a total of 3 lakh 48
thousand 391 CSCs are functional at Gram Panchayat level.
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4. Centre invites applications from Indian companies with indigenous
technologies in semiconductor and sensors sector for financial support

•
•

Department of Science and Technology invited applications for financial support to Indian companies
with indigenous technologies in semiconductor and sensors sector for commercialization.
The department said, Indian companies having innovative technologies at commercialization stage
in semiconductor and sensor domain now have an opportunity of being supported financially for
commercialisation and of financial assistance in the form of loans, equity, and grants.

5. Punjab Chief Electoral Officer unveiled its mascot named ‘Shera’
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chief Electoral Officer’s office of Punjab unveiled its election mascot, “Shera” (Lion).
It aims to increase voter awareness, participation and promote ethical voting in the Punjab Assembly
polls that is scheduled on 20 February 2022.
The mascot “Shera”, depicting a lion. It represents the rich cultural heritage of Punjab.
It is promoted under the Systematic Voters Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) project of
the Election Commission of India (ECI).
Punjab Capital: Chandigarh
Punjab Chief minister: Charanjit Singh Channi
Punjab Governor: Banwarilal Purohit.

6. Prime Minister Modi launches Pandit Jasraj Cultural Foundation

•
•
•
•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the Pandit Jasraj Cultural Foundation on the occasion of
the 92nd birth anniversary of the Indian classical vocalist.
Prime Minister Modi said that the World is entitled to benefit from Indian music like they have from
Yoga.
Durga Jasraj and Pandit Shaarang Dev keep alive the glorious legacy of the maestro.
The Pandit Jasraj Cultural Foundation has been founded by Pandit Jasraj’s son Shaarang Dev Pandit,
and his daughter, Durga Jasraj.
The main objective of the fluctuation is to protect, preserve, develop and promote the National Heritage,
Art & Culture of India.
He passed away on August 17, 2020, after he suffered from cardiac arrest at his home in New Jersey.
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International News
7. Samsung Surpasses Intel as World’s top semiconductor company in 2021

•

•
•
•
•
•

South Korean electronics manufacturing giant, Samsung Electronics surpassed U.S chipmaker Intel to
become the world’s leading chipmaker by revenue in 2021, according to a report released by research
firm Counterpoint Technology Market Research.
While Intel posted relatively flattish results, Samsung took the lead with a strong DRAM and NAND
flash market performance in 2021.
Samsung also saw solid momentum in logic chips this year.
Samsung Electronics Founder: Lee Byung-chul;
Samsung Electronics Founded: 13 January 1969.
Samsung Electronics CEO: Kim Hyun Suk, Kim Ki Nam & Koh Dong-Jin.

8. Dubai will launch World’s first Hydrogen-powered Flying Boat ‘The Jet’
•
•

Dubai firm, THE JET ZeroEmission announced the launch of the World’s first hydrogen-powered flying
boat ‘THE JET’ in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
‘THE JET’ features cutting-edge characteristics and technologies, making it capable of flying in silence
over the waters at a cruising speed of 40 knots and also has a capacity of carrying 8-12 passengers.
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•

•
•

This announcement comes as a result of the agreement signed between Swiss startup THE JET
ZeroEmission, UAE-based Zenith Marine Services, and US-based DWYN to manufacture and operate
‘The Jet’ in Dubai.
UAE Capital: Abu Dhabi
UAE Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham

Obituary News
9. Senior advocate & Additional Solicitor General Rupinder Singh Suri
passes away

•
•
•
•

Senior advocate and Additional Solicitor General (ASG), Rupinder Singh Suri has passed away.
He was appointed the ASG in June 2020.
He was designated as a senior advocate in 2009 and also served as the President of the Supreme Court
Bar Association and the Supreme Court Advocates on Record Association.
He served as standing counsel in the Supreme Court for Punjab for about 15 years.
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. ISRO to launch Chandrayan-3 in August this year

•
•
•
•
•

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will make its third venture to the Moon through the
Chandrayaan-3 mission in August this year.
This was stated by Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh in a written reply to Lok Sabha yesterday.
Dr. Singh revealed that the realization of Chandrayaan-3 is in progress, and the mission team is making
preparations based on the learnings from Chandrayaan-2 and suggestions by national-level experts.
He said, the mission-related hardware and their tests are successfully completed and ISRO is all set to
launch Chardrayan-3 in August.
This year is expected to be quite busy for ISRO as major projects such as Gaganyaan and Aditya solar
mission are also in the pipeline.

2. PM Modi to dedicate Nation 216-feet Statue of Equality in Hyderabad
tomorrow
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Hyderabad tomorrow.
He will visit the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics campus in Patancheru,
Hyderabad, and kickstart the 50th Anniversary celebrations of the Institute.
In the evening, Prime Minister will dedicate the ‘Statue of Equality’ in Hyderabad to the nation.
The 216-feet tall Statue of Equality commemorates the 11th-century Bhakti Saint Sri Ramanujacharya,
who promoted the idea of equality in all aspects of living including faith, caste, and creed.
The Statue is made of ‘panchaloha’, a combination of five metals. These are gold, silver, copper, brass, and
zinc. It is among one of the tallest metallic statues in sitting positions in the world.
It is mounted on a 54-feet high base building, named ‘Bhadra Vedi’.
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•

It has floors devoted to a Vedic digital library and research centre, ancient Indian texts, a theatre, an
educational gallery detailing many works of Sri Ramanujacharya.

3. Global Center of Excellence in Affordable and Clean Energy launched in
IIT Dharwad

•
•

The Global Center of Excellence in Affordable and Clean energy was recently launched at IIT Dharwad.
The center will enhance the research in affordable and clean energy.
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•

The center will create, incubate technologies, physical infrastructure.
Also, it will create clean energy solutions. The solutions will target on livelihoods of rural communities.
The center is to be supported by CSR funds. CSR is Corporate Social Responsibility. The CSR funds are
to come from HHSIF.
HHSIF is Honeywell Hometown Solutions India Foundation. HHSIF provides funds in five main areas
such as family safety and security, science and math education, housing and shelter, sustainability and
humanitarian relief.

International News
4. Bangladesh: 24 eminent persons to get Ekushey Padak 2022

•
•
•

The government of Bangladesh announced the names of 24 eminent personalities for the award of the
country’s second highest civilian honour- Ekushey Padak.
The names were announced on Thursday in a press release issued by the Ministry of Culture.
Two persons have been nominated for the award under Language Movement Category, four in the
Liberation war category, seven in art,music and dance category, two in social service, two in language
and literature, four in research and one each in journalism, science and Technology and Education.
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5. Winter Olympics host China welcomes Year of Tiger with quiet celebrations
amid COVID outbreaks

•
•
•
•
•
•

China is celebrating the Spring Festival, its most important annual festival as it entered the Lunar new
Year of the Tiger on Tuesday, bidding goodbye to the Lunar Year of the Ox.
Chinese residents normally ring in the start of the New Year with fireworks, lanterns, balloons, food,
and family time.
The new year’s atmosphere has faded with the closure of temples and seasonal fairs to prevent large
crowds.
Due to a ban on public spectators for Olympics and tighter virus controls have again affected the usual
bump up in tourism and consumption.
Nearly 3,000 athletes from approximately 90 countries and regions will compete at Beijing 2022, which
will feature more events and produce more gold medals than any of the previous games.
The Year of the Tiger, according to the Chinese Zodiac, runs from Feb. 1, 2022 to Jan. 21, 2023.

6. India to Boycott Beijing Winter Olympics After China Picked Galwan
Solider as Torch-bearer
•
•
•
•

India will not attend the opening or closing ceremony of the 17-day-long 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics,
announced by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) on Thursday.
The decision was taken after China honored a military commander involved in the Galwan Valley
clashes as its torchbearer for the mega sporting event.
The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) regiment commander involved in the June 15, 2020 clash with
India in Galwan Valley was chosen by China to carry the Winter Olympic torch in Beijing.
The eastern Ladakh border row escalated after the Galwan Valley clashes on June 15, 2020.
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Important Days
7. Birth Anniversary of freedom fighter Satguru Ram Singh is being
celebrated

•
•
•
•

The Birth Anniversary of Sikh philosopher, reformer, and freedom fighter, Satguru Ram Singh is being
observed today.
Born on 3 February 1816, in the Kuka Samparda lineage.
Satguru Ram Singh was a great spiritual guru, thinker, seer, and social reformer.
He is credited as being the first British Indian to use non-cooperation and boycott British goods and
services as a political tool.
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8. World Cancer Day: Mansukh Mandaviya asks everyone to spread awareness
and help people suffering from cancer

•
•

•

Today is World Cancer Day. It is observed on the 4th of February every year to create awareness about
cancer and to encourage its prevention, detection, and treatment.
Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya has asked everyone to join hands to intensify the global fight
against cancer by spreading awareness about the fatal disease and helping those who are suffering from
it.
In a tweet, Mr Mandaviya said, the government is committed to ensuring early detection and affordable
treatment of cancer.

9. International Day of Human Fraternity observed on 04 February
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•
•
•

The ‘International Day of Human Fraternity’ is celebrated across the world on 4th February.
The day aims to raise awareness about different cultures and religions, or beliefs, and the promotion of
tolerance; and to educate people that tolerance, pluralistic tradition, mutual respect, and the diversity of
religions and beliefs promote human fraternity.
It also aims to educate people that tolerance, pluralistic tradition, mutual respect, and the diversity of
religions and beliefs promote human fraternity.
The first International Day of Human Fraternity was held in 2021.
The UN General Assembly adopted a resolution to declare 4 February as International Day of Human
Fraternity on 21 December 2020.

Banking News
10. Vedanta tied up with Union Bank of India to take over syndicated facility

•
•
•

Vedanta Ltd has tied up a facility of Rs 8,000 crores (replacement facility) with Union Bank of India at
7.75% to take over the majority of the syndicated facility after discussions with lenders.
During 2020, amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Vedanta Ltd had tied up a syndicated facility of `10K
crores with the State Bank of India as the lead bank at a running cost of 10.5 per cent.
This replacement facility was availed on December 28, 2021, to take over the existing Syndicated facility
to reduce the overall interest cost of the company and to prepay high-cost debt raised at over 10% two
years ago.
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11. SBI tie-up with Ministry of Culture for Development of Atmanirbhar
Bharat Centre for Design

•

•

The State Bank of India (SBI) has signed a tripartite Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
the Indira Gandhi Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) and National Culture Fund (NCF) of the Ministry of
Culture, for Development of Atmanirbhar Bharat Centre for Design (ABCD) at L1 Barrack, Red Fort,
in Delhi.
The main objective of Project ABCD is to highlight, promote and celebrate the products that have the
Geographical Indication sign to give a boost to Economic Value Addition to GI products from India.

12. Ravi Mittal named as new Chairman of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board
of India
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•

•
•
•

The former secretary, Department of Sports, Ravi Mittal has been appointed as the Chairman of
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI), as per the notification issued by the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs.
He is a 1986 batch IAS officer from Bihar cadre.
He will serve as the Chairman of IBBI for a term of five years or till he attains 65 years of age, whichever
is early.
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India is the regulator for overseeing insolvency proceedings
and entities like Insolvency Professional Agencies, Insolvency Professionals and Information Utilities
in India.
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Uttar Pradesh wins best state tableau of Republic Day parade 2022

•
•
•
•

The tableau of Uttar Pradesh has been picked as the best tableau among the 12 States/UTs which
participated in the Republic Day parade on January 26, 2022.
The theme of the tableau of Uttar Pradesh was ‘One District One Product and Kashi Vishwanath Dham’.
A total of 12 states and union territories had participated in the Republic Day parade on January 26.
The second place went to Karnataka for its tableau based on ‘cradle of traditional handicrafts’ while the
third position went to Meghalaya for its tableau based on ‘Meghalaya’s 50 years of Statehood and its
tribute to women-led cooperative societies & SHGs’.
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•
•

Best marching contingent among three Services: Indian Navy
Best marching contingent among CAPF/other auxiliary forces: Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)
The tableaux of the ministry of education and the ministry of civil aviation have been declared as joint
winners in the category of central ministries and departments.

2. IUCN designates Aravalli Biodiversity Park in Gurugram 2022
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Aravalli Biodiversity Park in Gurugram, Haryana, has been declared as India’s first “other effective
area-based conservation measures” (OECM) site.
This was informed by the Union ministry of environment, forest and climate change on the occasion of
World Wetlands Day.
The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) gives OECM tag to those areas that are not
protected but support rich biodiversity.
The tag designates the area as a biodiversity hotspot on the international map.
OECM is a status for a place that has achieved effective in-situ conservation of biodiversity outside
protected areas like forests.
The park, which once was an abandoned mining pit, was transformed into a lush green forest patch in
10 years. Now, it has about 400 native species of plants.
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Books and Authors
3. A book titled ‘Golden Boy Neeraj Chopra’ by Navdeep Singh Gill released

•
•
•

•
•

A short biography of Indian athlete Neeraj Chopra has titled ‘Golden Boy Neeraj Chopra’ authored by
sports author Navdeep Singh Gill has been released.
Neeraj Chopra won a Gold medal in Javelin Throw at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
The biography on Tokyo Olympics-2021 gold medalist Neeraj Chopra was released by the chairperson
of Punjab Kala Parishad Surjit Patar and president of Punjabi Sahit Akademi Lakhwinder Singh Johal,
amid the presence of the author and his family members.
The book has 72 pages and covers the life history and achievements of Neeraj Chopra right from his
childhood to the Tokyo Olympics.
The book very aptly covers his sporting techniques, numerous awards and contemporaries in different
chapters with coloured photos in each chapter.

4. MS Dhoni’s first look from graphic novel ‘Atharva’: The Origin’ released
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•

Virzu Studios in association with MIDAS Deals Pvt Ltd has released the motion poster of its upcoming
graphic novel, Atharva – The Origin.
Cricketer Mahendra Singh Dhoni has been portrayed as the superhero Atharva in this graphic novel.
The motion poster features a rugged looking Dhoni, giving fans a glimpse into the world of Atharva and
also a sneak peek into the first look of him as a superhero.
The graphic novel authored by Ramesh Thamilmani features over 150 lifelike illustrations which present
the gripping, racy narrative.
It is produced by Vincent Adaikalaraj and Ashok Manor. Reportedly, the makers are also planning to
make a web-series based on the novel.

5. India, That is Bharat: Coloniality, Civilisation, Constitution’ authored
by J Sai Deepak
•
•
•
•

A Trilogy book series titled, ‘India, That is Bharat: Coloniality, Civilisation, Constitution’ is authored by
J Sai Deepak and published by Bloomsbury India.
The 1st part was released on 15th August 2021, is set to launch the 2nd part in June 2022. Whereas, the
3rd and last parts will be released in June 2023.
It is the first part of a comprehensive trilogy, which examines the impact of European ‘colonial
consciousness’ (or ‘coloniality’), on Bharat (India).
It highlights how colonialism changes the socio-religious culture, history, education, language and
racial patterns in India.
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Appointment
6. GoI named Sonali Singh as Controller General of Accounts (CGA) on add.
charge

•

•
•
•
•

The Government of India has appointed Sonali Singh to hold the additional charge of the Controller
General of Accounts (CGA), under the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, with effect
from February 01, 2022.
She has been appointed in place of Dipak Dash, who superannuated on January 31, 2022.
Sonali Singh is a 1987 batch officer of the Indian Civil Accounts Service (ICAS).
She is serving as the Additional Controller General of Accounts since October 2019.
Prior to that, she had also served as Additional Secretary at Central Vigilance Commission.

7. JNU Vice-Chancellor M Jagadesh Kumar named as new Chairman of UGC

•
•
•
•

The government of India has appointed JNU (Jawaharlal Nehru University) Vice-Chancellor, M Jagadesh
Kumar as the new Chairman of the University Grants Commission (UGC).
He has been appointed for a period of five years or till he attains the age of 65 years, whichever is the
earliest.
The post of the UGC Chairman was vacant since December 07, 2021, after Prof D P Singh resigned
upon attaining 65 years of age. He was appointed in 2018.
University Grants Commission Founded: 1956
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•

University Grants Commission Headquarters: New Delhi

8. Senior scientist GA Srinivasa Murthy appointed director of DRDL
•
•
•

Senior scientist GA Srinivasa Murthy has been appointed director of Defence Research and Development
Laboratory (DRDL) of the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) in Hyderabad.
He joined DRDL in the year 1987 and made significant contributions in the area of structural dynamics,
ground resonance testing, electrical integration and checkout for various projects of the missile complex.
G A Srinivasa Murthy completed his BE in Electronics and Communication Engineering from Andhra
University in 1986 and pursued his ME in Digital Systems from Osmania University in Hyderabad.

Reports and Index
9. CMIE Report: India’s unemployment rate in January 2022 stood at 6.57%
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•
•
•

The unemployment rate in India in January 2022 fell sharply to 6.57%, according to the data from the
economic think-tank, the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE).
This is the lowest rate witnessed since March 2021. In December 2021, the unemployment rate rose to
a four-month high of 7.91%, compared to 6.97% in November.
CMIE is a Mumbai-based independent non-government entity that serves both as an economic thinktank as well as a business information company.
Telangana recorded the lowest unemployment rate in January at 0.7%.
This was followed by Gujarat at 1.2%, Meghalaya at 1.5%, Odisha at 1.8% and Karnataka at 2.9%.
Haryana witnessed the highest unemployment rate of 23.4% in January 2022. It was followed by
Rajasthan (18.9%), Tripura (17.1%), Jammu & Kashmir (15%) and Delhi (14.1%).
By Sameer Singhal
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