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NATIONAL NEWS

Indian music composer Ricky Kej creates history by winning third Grammy Award

•	 Indian music composer Ricky Kej has won his third Grammy Award at the 65th Annual Grammy Awards 
for his globally acclaimed album, Divine Tides with Rock-legend Stewart Copeland.

•	 After winning his third Grammy, Ricky Kej has created history in India by becoming the only Indian to 
win 3 Grammy Awards.

•	 The result was announced at the live ceremony held at the Crypto.com arena in Los Angeles, USA today 
morning. Ricky’s previous wins came in 2022 and 2015 for ‘Best New Age Album’ for Divine Tides and 
Winds of Samsara.

•	 The music album Divine Tides is a tribute to ‘Vasudeva Kutumbakam - The World is one family’.
•	 The album, which contains nine songs and eight music videos, was around the world from the exquisite 

beauty of the Indian Himalayas to the Icy forests of Spain.
•	 In a statement, Ricky Kej said, he is extremely grateful to have had another opportunity to make my 

country India proud by achieving this on the biggest platform in the world for music.
•	 Ricky Kej is the youngest person from India to have won a Grammy Award, and only the 4th Indian.

Today is World Cancer Day

FEBRUARY-MARCH 2023
CURRENTS AFFAIRS
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•	 Today is the World Cancer Day. It is observed on the 4th of February every year to create awareness 
on cancer as a public health issue and to strengthen actions towards improving access to quality care, 
screening, early detection, treatment and palliative care.

•	 This year the them is Close the Care Gap which is about understanding the inequities in cancer care and 
taking actions to make the necessary progress to address them.

•	 On the occasion, Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya has appeled to the people to join hands 
to strengthen global fight against cancer.

•	 He said that the Centre is working to ensure early detection and affordable treatment of cancer through 
Ayushman Bharat -Health and Wellness Centres, Prime Minister Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana and 
various other initiatives.

•	 He said that a total of 17 crore 44 lakh oral cancer screenings, 8 crore 27 lakh Breast cancer screenings 
and 5 crore 66 lakh Cervical Cancer screenigns have been conducted at these Centres so far.

Veteran playback singer Vani Jayaram passes away at 78

•	 Popular South Indian playback singer Vani Jayaram breathed her last at Chennai. She was 78. Talking to 
the media, her maidservant said that the veteran singer did not answer the door this morning.

•	 The lady told that the singer was excited on the announcement of Padma Bhushan award and was 
absolutely normal on Friday.

•	 The Government had announced Padma Bhushan award for the late singer this year.
•	 Born on 30th November 1945, Vani did playback for over one thousand Indian movies and had recorded 

over 10 thousand songs.
•	 Called as the KUYIL for her melodious singing, she sang in Tamil, Kannada, Telugu,Malayalam, Marathi, 

Odia, Gujarati, Haryanvi , Assamese, Tulu and Bengali languages.
•	 She had won National Film Awards thrice and also was honoured with a life time achievement award 

by Filmfare. She won State Government awards from the States of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Odisa 
and Gujarat.

•	 She was also the Best Female Singer at the NAFA event at New York in 2017.
•	 Born in Vellore in a Tamil family of classically trained musicians as the fifth daughter to Duraisamy 

Iyengar and Padmavathi, she enrolled herself under Ranga Ramanuja Iyengar, Kadalur Srinivas Iyengar.
•	 Her first public performance was at All India Radio at the age of 8. She studied at Queen Mary’s College 

and was employed with the State Bank of India.
•	 She was also trained in the Hindustani Classical music after shifting to Mumbai after her marriage.
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Total forest and tree cover reached over 8.9 lakh sq. Kilometres: Govt in Lok Sabha

•	 As per India’s State of the Forest Report 2021, the total forest and tree cover has reached over eight lakh 
nine thousand sq. Kilometers, which is 24 percent of its total geographical area.

•	 This denotes an increase of 2261 sq km, compared to the previous assessment made in 2019.
•	 Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Ashwini Kumar Choubey said this in a 

written reply in the Lok Sabha today.
•	 The government also said the country’s non-fossil
•	 fuel-based cumulative electric power installed capacity stood at 174 Giga Watts as of December last year.
•	 He said as per the updated Nationally Determined Contribution submitted under the Paris Agreement, 

the targets include reducing the emissions intensity of its GDP by 45 per cent from the 2005 levels and 
achieving about 50 per cent cumulative electric power installed capacity from non-fossil fuel sources 
by 2030.

•	 Stating that the Centre is implementing the National Action Plan on Climate Change, the Minister said 
34 states and UTs have prepared State Action Plans on Climate Change, consistent with the objectives 
of the National Action Plan.

IRCTC launches WhatsApp food delivery facility for passengers using PNR number

•	 Passengers traveling in Indian Railways can now order food online through WhatsApp while undertaking 
a journey by using their PNR number.

•	 This comes as a step further towards making e-catering services more customer-centric in Indian 
Railways.

•	 The Indian Railways has recently started WhatsApp Communication for railway passengers to order 
food through e-catering services.

•	 The Indian Railways initially planned a two-stage implementation of e-catering services through 
WhatsApp Communication.

•	 In the first phase, the Business WhatsApp number will send a message to the customer booking e-ticket 
for opting for e-catering services by clicking the link www.ecatering.irctc.co.in.

•	 The customers will be able to book meals of their choice with this option from the restaurant of their 
choice available at stations enroute directly through the e-catering website of IRCTC.
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Reliance Retail to accept digital currency

•	 In the process of the adoption of the Central Bank of Digital Currency (CDDC), Reliance Retail started 
accepting digital rupees or e-rupee for payments at its store.

•	 The payment through digital currency has been started in Reliance Retail’s Fresh Pik store in Mumbai 
but will soon be expanded to other 17,000 stores of India’s largest retailer.

•	 The initiative of pioneering digital currency acceptance at the Reliance stores is in line with the company’s 
strategic vision of offering the power of choice to Indian consumers.

•	 Reliance Retail has partnered with Innoviti Technologies, ICICI Bank, and Kotak Mahindra Bank to 
enable acceptance of the digital rupee.

•	 Customers using their choice of digital rupee app powered by ICICI Bank or Kotak Mahindra Bank 
need to simply scan the QR code in the terminal and enter their passcode to authorize payment through 
e-rupee.

•	 Cashiers and consumers get instant confirmation of the e-rupee transfer from the consumer to Reliance 
Retail.

•	 E-rupee is an innovative strategy in the digital revolution unleashed in the country.
•	 All customers having e-rupee wallets will be able to enjoy an effortless, safe, and instant way of digital 

transactions at Reliance Retail stores.

Dr Peggy Mohan bags ‘Mathrubhumi Book of The Year’ award

•	 Author Dr Peggy Mohan has bagged the ‘Mathrubhumi Book of The Year’ award at the fourth edition 
of Mathrubhumi International Festival of Letters (MBIFL 2023).

•	 Her book ‘Wanderers, Kings and Merchants,’ portraying evolution of language as the outcome of 
migrations, won the award that carries Rs two lakh as cash prize and a sculpture.

•	 Nobel Laureate Abdulrazak Gurnah presented the award to Mohan at the valedictory ceremony of the 
four-day MBIFL 2023.

•	 The Trinidad-born author, also a linguist who earned a PhD in linguistics from the University of 
Michigan, USA, migrated to India and worked as a professor of Language Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru 
University and Jamia Millia University, New Delhi.

•	 MBIFL 2023, also known as ‘Ka’ in Malayalam, featured Nobel and Booker Prize winners and Jnanpith 
awardees and others among over 400 names in creative fields.

•	 The fourth edition of MBIFL under the theme “Shadows of history, Lights of the future” makes a 
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comeback at a fitting time as Mathrubhumi celebrates its centenary year. 

ITBP Wins 3rd Consecutive Title In 12th Edition Of National Ice Hockey Championship

•	 The central ice hockey team of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) has won the 12th edition of the 
Ice Hockey Association of India (IHAI) National Ice Hockey Championship for men- 2023 organized 
in Leh, Ladakh.

•	 The ITBP team defeated the Ladakh Scouts by a score of 1-0 at the final.
•	 This is the third time in succession that the mountain trained Force has won this premier national ice 

hockey championship.
•	 Top teams of the country participated in this national tournament organized at the Ice Hockey Rink in 

Ladakh which is located in one of the highest altitude regions of the world.
•	 The ITBP is a pioneer in the adventure sports in the country and possesses an unparalleled record of 

mountaineering and allied sports in the country.

Australia’s Aaron Finch announces retirement from International Cricket

•	 Australia’s T20 World Cup-winning captain Aaron Finch has announced his retirement from the T20Is, 
this brings an end to his international cricket career for Australia spanning 12 years.

•	 Earlier, the opening batsman had announced retirement from the 50-over format in September last year. 
Finch also played five Test matches for Australia.

•	 Finch told the reporters that it’s important for the new captain and opener to give ample time for the 
2024 T20 World Cup.

•	 The ICC tournament is scheduled to take place in June in the West Indies and USA.
•	 He thanked his family, his team-mates, Cricket Victoria, Cricket Australia and the Australian Cricketers’ 

Association for their support to allow him to play the game he loves at the highest level.
•	 He also thanked all the fans who supported him throughout his international career.
•	 Finch made his international cricket debut in a T20I against England in 2011. He made his ODI debut 
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against Sri Lanka in 2013.
•	 Finch made his Test debut against Pakistan in 2018. Finch became a permanent part of the leadership 

group in the absence of regular captain Steve Smith and vice-captain Warner.

Yuva Sangam registration portal launched

•	 The Yuva Sangam registration portal was launched in New Delhi yesterday.
•	 The Yuva Sangam is an initiative of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to build close ties between the youth 

of the North East Region and rest of India under the spirit of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.
•	 Under the initiative over 20 thousand youth will travel across the country and gain a unique opportunity 

of cross-cultural learning.
•	 On this occasion, Minister of DoNER, Culture and Tourism
•	 G. Kishan Reddy said that the Yuva Sangam program will work to connect the youth of my Northeast 

with the whole country.
•	 He added that the program is an opportunity for the youth of the North East to explore the country.
•	 Mr. Reddy stressed that this Wide Cultural Exchange Program will also give an opportunity to the 

country’s youth to celebrate the ancient culture and natural diversity of India.
•	 He said that out of one thousand, 300 students will be from the North East region.
•	 Addressing the event, Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Singh Thakur.

Desai appointed new coach of national cricket team

•	 The Nepal Cricket Association has appointed former Indian cricketer Monty Desai as the head coach of 
the Nepal national cricket team.

•	 He will replace another former Indian cricketer Manoj Prabhakar, who resigned from his post in 
December 2022.

•	 Nepal Cricket Association has signed a two-year deal with Monty Desai. Monty has been the head coach 
of teams like West Indies, Canada, UAE.

•	 Monty has also served as the head coach of the Rajasthan Royals team in the Indian Premier League 
(IPL).
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•	 A total of 24 people had applied following a call for application by the CAN for the post of the national 
coach of Nepali national cricket team.

•	 Nepal is currently preparing for the triangular one-day series as part of the ICC Men’s World Cup Cricket 
League Two tournament.

•	 The tournament featuring Nepal, Scotland and Namibia is being held in Nepal from February 14.

Varane announces retirement from international football

•	 France defender Raphael Varane is retiring from international football, ending a 10-year career with Les 
Bleus in which he won the World Cup in 2018 and was a runner-up four years later.

•	 The 29-year-old, who has 93 caps after making his debut in 2013, also helped Didier Deschamps’s side 
win the UEFA Nations League in the 2020-21 season.

•	 Varane made his international debut against Georgia in March 2013 and was a regular for Les Bleus all 
the way through to their 4-2 victory over Croatia in the 2022 World Cup final.

•	 He has been a reliable option for Didier Deschamps over recent years, but is ready to focus solely on 
events at Manchester United.

Wrestlers Vinesh Phogat and Sakshi Malik nominated for BBC IS WOTY Award

•	 Five athletes were nominated for the BBC Indian Sportswoman of the Year award, including wrestlers 
Vinesh Phogat and Sakshi Malik, who recently protested WFI president Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh and 
accused him of sexual abuse and intimidation.

•	 Weightlifter Mirabai Chanu, who won silver at the Tokyo Olympics, as well as renowned shuttler PV 
Sindhu and boxer Nikhat Zareen also made the cut.

•	 The athletes were chosen from a short list after a jury of sports writers and journalists choose their 
favorite players based on their accomplishments.

•	 A public poll that started on Monday and will last until midnight on February 20 will determine the 
winner. The winner will be declared on March 5.

•	 The gold medalist from the 2018 Asian Para Games, Ekta Bhyan, praised the decision and emphasized 
the need of improving accessibility for athletes with physical limitations in stadiums.
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Vice-President inaugurates 36th Surajkund handicrafts mela

•	 Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar inaugurated the 36th Surajkund International Crafts Mela at 
Faridabad, Haryana.

•	 On the inaugural occasion, he urged everyone to consider locally produced handicraft items when 
looking for gifts for their friends and relatives.

•	 He underscored that such an approach would not only help in the conservation of many unique art 
forms but also enhance the economic condition of the talented artisans & craftsmen.

•	 The Vice President informed that the Surajkund Mela is an amazing display of the incredible diversity 
and heritage of India’s craftsmanship.

•	 He lauded the state government and organizers of the Mela for their efforts to showcase and promote 
the creativity and talent of India’s craftsmen.

•	 Referring to various innovative steps such as Mudra Yojana, One District, One Product, and Unity 
Malls, Dhankhar informed that the Government is committed to promoting Indian craft, handlooms, 
and folk art through all possible means.

•	 Praising the PM Vishwakarma Kaushal Samman, an initiative for craftsmen in this year’s Budget, he 
noted that it would help the Vishwakarma to expand the reach and quality of their creations.

•	 The Vice President noted that Northeastern states are very important stakeholders in India’s look-east & 
act-east policy, which is turning out to be very impactful.

Apsara A. Iyer becomes first Indian-American woman to head Harvard Law Review

•	 Indian-American student at Harvard Law School, Apsara Iyer has been elected president of the 
prestigious Harvard Law Review, becoming the first woman from the community to be named to the 
position in the prestigious publication’s 136-year history.

•	 She was elected the 137th president of the Harvard Law Review, which was founded in 1887 and is 
among the oldest student-run legal scholarship publications.

•	 Apsara Iyer’s distinguished predecessors in the role include Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and former president Barack Obama.

•	 She aims to include more editors in the process of reviewing and selecting articles and upholding the 
publication’s reputation for “high-quality” work.

•	 The Crimson report said Iyer graduated from Yale in 2016 and received a bachelor’s degree in Economics 
and Math and Spanish.
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•	 Iyer worked in the office in 2018 before coming to the Law School, and took a leave of absence after her 
first year studying law to return to the role, it said.

ICC T-20 Women’s World Cup kick starts in South Africa from Feb 10

•	 The ICC T-20 Women’s World Cup kick starts in South Africa from 10th of this month, with the opening 
match between the hosts team and Sri Lanka.

•	 This is the first time that the tournament is taking place in an African nation.
•	 The Harmanpreet Kaur-led Indian team will play their first match against Pakistan on Sunday, 12th of 

February.
•	 After the major boost of the Indian team winning the inaugural Women’s Under-19 T20 World Cup the 

women’s team is in high spirits.
•	 The launch of the Women’s Premier League (WPL), which saw huge valuations in both the media rights 

auction and the bidding for the ownership of the teams has also lifted the spirit of the Indian team.
•	 South African cities of Cape Town, Gqeberha, and Paarl will host the matches. The scenic Newlands 

Stadium is scheduled to host the final on 26th February.

Indian-American Natasha Perianayagam Named In ‘world’s Brightest’ Students List

•	 A 13-year-old girl, Natasha Perianayagam won the title of “world’s brightest” student.
•	 Natasha Perianayagam, an Indian American, was named to the list compiled by the Johns Hopkins 

Center for Talented Youth in the United States.
•	 Natasha has been listed on the “world’s brightest” list, previously she also took the Johns Hopkins Center 

for Talented Youth (CTY) test in 2021, when she was still in the 5th grade.
•	 The test is a worldwide operation, with over 1500 students participating in the project across 76 countries.
•	 Natasha Perianayagam is a student at Florence M. Gaudineer Middle School in New Jersey, US.
•	 In 2021, Natasha’s results in the verbal and quantitative sections of the test came up to the 90th percentile 

of an advanced standard-level performance, which put her on the honors list.
•	 This year, Natasha was awarded for her exceptional performance in the SAT, ACT, School, and College 

Ability Test, or other similar tests, which were taken as part of the CTY Talent Search by the organization
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Pakistan wicketkeeper Kamran Akmal announces retirement from all forms of cricket

•	 Veteran Pakistan wicketkeeper Kamran Akmal has announced his retirement from all forms of cricket. 
Prior to the 2023 edition of the Pakistan Super League (PSL).

•	 Akmal was earlier named as the batting consultant for the Peshawar Zalmi, led by Babar Azam, for the 
upcoming edition of the PSL.

•	 The 41-year-old said that he is keener on taking up managerial roles with the Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB).

•	 Akmal made his debut for Pakistan back in 2002 and went on to play until 2017.
•	 In 53 Tests, 157 ODIs and 58 T20Is, the right-handed batter scored 2648, 3236 and 987 runs respectively, 

with the help of 11 hundreds and 27 fifties.
•	 He last donned the national colors in an ODI against the West Indies back in April 2017 at the Providence 

Stadium in Guyana.
•	 Akmal also remains second in the list of leading run-scorers in the history of the PSL.
•	 From 2016 to 2022, he played for the Zalmi, where he scored 1972 runs at an average of 27.38 and a 

strike-rate of 136.94 with three hundreds and 12 fifties to his name.

Lawyer Victoria Gowri Sworn in as Madras High Court Judge.

•	 Lawyer Lekshmana Chandra Victoria Gowri was appointed to the higher judiciary and took an oath of 
office as the additional judge of Madras High Court.

•	 Lakshmana Chandra Victoria Gowri faced opposition from a section of the legal fraternity to her 
following their usual practice.

•	 It included reading out the Warrant of Appointment issued by the President, Gowri was administered 
the oath of office by Acting Chief Justice of Madras High Court Justice T Raja.

•	 Besides Gowri, four others also took oath as additional judges of the High Court.
•	 The Supreme Court refused to entertain a plea seeking to restrain lawyer Lekshmana Chandra Victoria 

Gowri from taking oath as a judge of the Madras High Court.
•	 A special bench comprising Justices Sanjiv Khanna and B R Gavai informed that the court is not 

entertaining the writ petition.
•	 A bench headed by Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud had in the forenoon put the plea of three Madras 

HC lawyers opposing the appointment of Gowri for hearing on February 10 but later advanced it to 
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February 7 after senior advocate Raju Ramachandran again mentioned it.

Centre appoints K Satyanarayana Raju as new MD & CEO of Canara Bank

•	 The Union Government has appointed K Satyanarayana Raju as its Managing Director and CEO of 
Canara Bank, with immediate effect.

•	 He will be replacing L V Prabhakar who demitted office on December 31, 2022.
•	 He joined the erstwhile Vijaya Bank in 1988, and rose to the level of chief general manager in Bank of 

Baroda.
•	 His experience has led to digital transformation of banking products and services.
•	 Raju, who is a Physics Graduate, Post Graduate in Business Administration (Banking and Finance) and 

CAIIB (Certified Associate of Indian Institute of Bankers), had earlier served Canara Bank as Executive 
Director since March 10, 2021.

•	 He has a very rich and vast experience in all segments of banking including Branch Banking, Corporate 
Credit, Retail Credit, Agri Financing, Credit Monitoring, Credit Recovery, Compliance etc. Also his 
rich experience and exposure led to digital transformation of banking products and services.

Sculpture Park Inaugurated At Bikaner House In Delhi

•	 The Sculpture Park at Bikaner House in New Delhi was inaugurated by Rajasthan Chief Secretary Usha 
Sharma.

•	 Sculpture Park showcases a fusion of modern and contemporary art and culture in the traditional setting 
of Bikaner House.

•	 The Sculpture Park is a trailblazer in the national capital and offers a premier platform for emerging 
artists to showcase their work with ease.

•	 The Sculpture Park at Bikaner House is the first of its kind in the capital and will serve as a milestone in 
promoting modern and contemporary art.

•	 It showcases works from renowned and emerging artists from India and the world, connecting Rajasthani 
art, culture, and heritage with national and international recognition.

•	 Chief Secretary Sharma highlighted that the launch of the sculpture park and the “Bikaner House 
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Dialogues on Art, Literature, and Culture” is a unique initiative that provides a platform for young artists 
to showcase their contemporary works.

•	 It will also allow senior artists to connect with their roots through the recognition of architecture in 
sculpture parks. 

EC’s ‘Main Bharat Hoon’ song aimed to nudge voters for upcoming elections creates 
buzz on social media

•	 The Election Commission of India’s (ECI) creative communication techniques to increase voter turnout 
are playing out on social media as it prepares for the nine Assembly elections this year and the Lok 
Sabha elections early the following year.

•	 One of its projects, the creation of the song “Main Bharat Hoon, Hum Bharat ke Matdata Hain” in 
partnership with the Subhash Ghai Foundation, is already starting to gather popularity on social media 
thanks to influencers and celebrities.

•	 The song’s Hindi and multilingual formats have amassed more than 3.5 lakh views and 5.6 lakh 
impressions in just one week since their debut on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.

•	 Celebrities from various walks of life sing a song urging voters to exercise their constitutional right to 
vote.

•	 The song was played during the 13th National Voters Day (NVD) on January 25 in front of India’s 
President, Droupadi Murmu

India’s sixth flight under Operation Dost reaches earthquake-hit Türkiye

•	 India’s sixth flight under Operation Dost has reached earthquake-hit Türkiye today.
•	 In a tweet, External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar said that more search and rescue teams, dog squads, 

essential search and access equipment, medicines and medical equipment ready for deployment in the 
relief efforts.

•	 India is also preparing a field hospital in Hatay to treat the emergency cases.
•	 According to the External Affairs Ministry, the hospital will have 30-bedded fully-equipped medical 

facility including Operation Theatre, X-ray machines and ventilators.
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UNESCO to soon declare Visva-Bharati world’s first living heritage university

•	 Founded by Rabindranath Tagore in 1921, Visva-Bharati University will soon get the ‘heritage’ tag from 
UNESCO to take the distinction of world’s first living heritage university.

•	 Visva-Bharati University Vice-Chancellor Bidyut Chakraborty said, “The university is going to be 
declared a heritage university… it will be world’s first heritage university.”

•	 Chakraborty said, “Everything has been done except the formal meeting that will take place either in 
April or May.

•	 Normally heritage tag is given to a dead monument. For the first time in the world, a living university 
which is functioning is going to get the heritage tag from UNESCO.”

•	 When founded in 1921 on 1,130 acres of land, it was named after Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore 
until

•	 Visva-Bharati Society was registered as an organisation in May 1922.
•	 Rabindranath donated some of his property, including land and a bungalow, to the society.

Gadkari unveils advanced drone air traffic management system ‘Skye UTM’

•	 Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari unveiled Skye UTM, which is the most 
cutting-edge unmanned traffic management system in the world, which is capable of handling 4,000 
flights per hour and 96,000 flights per day.

•	 Skye UTM is a Cloud-based aerial traffic management system that integrates unmanned air traffic with 
manned aviation airspace

•	 Skye UTM has been built towards providing situational awareness, autonomous navigation, risk 
assessment, and traffic management to all drone/other aerial mobility operators across the airspace.

•	 Emphasizing new technologies in the construction, infra, and highway sector, Union Minister Nitin 
Gadkari informed that it is the right time for Indian drone startups to lead the industry.

•	 These drones are going to be used across sectors including construction, agriculture, healthcare, defense, 
infrastructure, surveying, real estate, and transport.

•	 Drone companies will even monitor highways and road construction. There is a lot of research happening 
that will certainly help scale its usage.

•	 The Ministry will soon invite participation from drone startups to be deployed for real-time monitoring 
and speed up highway constructions, and also keep a check on fatal road accidents
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Elon Musk’s SpaceX Preppi pivotal engine test for Starship

•	 SpaceX intends to fire up all 33 of its engines before launching its massive Starship launch system into 
orbit for the first time.

•	 This is an important step in the company’s mission to the moon and Mars.
•	 Gwynne Shotwell, president and chief operating officer, announced Wednesday at an industry conference 

that the so-called static fire is slated.
•	 The business, formerly known as Space Exploration Technologies Corp., fueled the rocket and booster 

with propellant in a “wet dress rehearsal” roughly two weeks before the announcement.”
•	 The Starship is SpaceX’s next-generation launch vehicle that can carry both people and cargo into deep 

space.
•	 During a speech at a business conference in Washington that the Federal Aviation Administration was a 

co-sponsor of, Shotwell made the remarks.

Gary Ballance achieves rare feat, becomes second player to score centuries for two 
countries

•	 Gary Ballance, who represented England 42 times across all three formats, scored a superb century for 
Zimbabwe on the fourth day of the first Test against West Indies in Bulawayo.

•	 The 33-year-old’s outstanding 137 means he is just the second player in the history of the game to have 
scored Test centuries for two different countries, following in the footsteps of former Australia and 
South Africa international Kepler Wessels.

•	 He hit four Test hundreds for Australia and two for South Africa.
•	 Ballance played 23 Test matches for England 2014 and 2017 and scored 1498 runs at an average of 37.45.
•	 He was the third fastest batter in England men’s history to reach 1000 Test runs, but he was dropped 

in 2017 after a dip in his form. He became eligible to play for Zimbabwe in 2021 after a long spell away 
from cricket.

•	 In December 2022 he announced that he had made himself available to play for Zimbabwe, the country 
where he was born, grew up, and played cricket at youth level.
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India’s first glass igloo restaurant in Jammu and Kashmir’s Gulmarg

•	 Glass igloo restaurant has been opened in the middle of the snow-covered mountains in Gulmarg and 
has become the center of attraction for tourists in the hill station in Kashmir.

•	 Tourists are seen enjoying their meals and taking photographs in the glass-wall restaurant.
•	 This unique glass igloo restaurant is developed by Kolahoi Green Heights, a hotel in Gulmarg.
•	 The hotel claims that it is the first glass igloo restaurant in the valley. It is worth noting that earlier they 

had built the valley’s first snow-covered restaurant.
•	 According to Hotel Manager Hamid Masoudi, it has always taken unique measures to make Gulmarg 

attractive to tourists.
•	 He said that in 2020, the hotel made the biggest Igloo in Asia, while in 2021, they made the biggest Igloo 

in the world and this year, they made a glass igloo, which is the first such igloo in Kashmir.
•	 The restaurant has taken the concept from Finland and built three igloos in the courtyard of the hotel 

which was not seen anywhere before
•	 Then they also built three igloos at phase one of Gulmarg which are very much appreciated by the 

visitors.

Kala Ghoda Arts Festival begins in Mumbai

•	 The Kala Ghoda Arts Festival began on 4th February and will go on till 12th February 2023.
•	 The Kala Ghoda Arts Festival is Asia’s biggest multicultural festival.
•	 The festival is happening after a break of two years due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
•	 Every year this festival is organized in January or February.
•	 The festival is usually held at the Kala Ghoda Art district which starts from the Regal Circle at the 

Southern end, stretches to the Mumbai University at the northern end, and further expands to the Oval 
Maidan in the west ends at the Lion Gate at the end

•	 The chairperson of the festival, Brinda Miller informed us that this festival is for the people and by the 
people.

•	 The festival is for 9 days organized by the Kala Ghoda association of the Kala Ghoda area of South 



16 www.plutusacademy.comwww.plutusacademy.com

Bombay.
•	 The area is named Kala Ghoda due to the historical significance of the place.
•	  A statue of King Edward on the horseback was installed there initially during British times.
•	 The theme of this year’s Kala Ghoda Arts Festival is ‘Past Forward’.
•	 The audience can witness various art forms including installations, workshops, archaeology, cinema, 

theatre, and many more events

Legendary American pop composer Burt Bacharach passes away at 94

•	 Born on 12th of May, 1928 at Kansas City at Missouri in the United States, Bacharach won several 
accolades, including eight Grammys and three Oscars, two Golden Globes and a lifetime achievement 
prize.

•	 He wrote over 500 songs from the late 1950s to the 1980s. He wrote hit songs for artists ranging from 
Dionne Warwick to the Carpenters.

•	 He also collaborated with several stars like Aretha Franklin, Dusty Springfield, Tom Jones, White Stripes 
and Marlene Dietrich.Bacharach is best known for romantic, melancholic ballads that blurred the line 
between jazz and pop.

•	 Some of his greatest creations include melodies like ‘I’ll Never Fall in Love Again,’ ‘I Say a Little Prayer’ 
‘Walk on By,’ ‘Alfie’ ‘Do You Know the Way to San Jose,’ and many more.

ISRO successfully launches SSLV-D2 carrying three satellites from Sriharikota

•	 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched the second developmental flight 
of the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV-D2) from Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh this morning.

•	 The SSLV-D2 successfully put into their intended orbit Earth Observation Satellite, Janus-1 and Chennai-
based space startup SpaceKidz’s AzaadiSAT-2.

•	 The 34-metre tall SSLV-D2 weighing 120 ton took off from the first launch pad of Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre.
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•	 The three staged SSLV-D2 powered by solid fuel also has a velocity trimming module powered by liquid 
fuel for precise injection of satellites.

•	 AIR correspondent reports that it was a successful flight of SSLV D2 with the precise placement of the 
satellites in the destined planar orbit.

•	 Scientists and the invitees gathered at ISRO to witness the event were in a jubilant mood even as SSLV 
roared into the sunny skies like the knight shining in armour.

•	 Anxious moments prevailed during the three stage separation of the rocket but just in the destined time 
the satellites were placed in orbit.

World’s prosperity and bright future is embedded in India prosperity; inaugurates Ut-
tar Pradesh Global Investors Summit 2023

•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said, the world’s prosperity and bright future is embedded in 
India prosperity.

•	 Mr Modi was speaking after inaugurating the Uttar Pradesh Global Investors Summit 2023 in Lucknow 
today.

•	 Mr Modi said, as a market, India is now becoming seamless and government procedures are getting 
simplified.

•	 He said, it is also reflected in the recent Union budget of the government.
•	 He said, today there are great opportunities to invest in different sectors in India including Health, 

education, green growth, and social infrastructure.
•	 He said, India is carrying out reforms not out of compulsion, but out of conviction.
•	 The theme of the summit is “Uttar Pradesh--New India’s Growth engine”

South Africa declares ‘State of Disaster’ over electricity crisis

•	 South African President Cyril Ramaphosa has announced a “State of Disaster” due to the country’s 
electricity crisis during his annual State of the Nation address in Cape Town.

•	 This follows just 10 months after the Covid-induced ‘State of Disaster’ was lifted.
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•	 Ramaphosa also announced that an electricity minister would be appointed to deal with the matter 
more effectively and urgently.

•	 The new minister would assume full responsibility for overseeing all aspects of the electricity crisis 
response, including the work of the National Energy Crisis Committee.

•	 Since 2008, the nation has struggled with electricity shortages that have reached historic heights, 
resulting in rolling blackouts every day of this year.

•	 Since he assumed office in February 2018, Ramaphosa has promised to overhaul the monopoly state 
power provider Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd. and bring new generation capacity online, but many projects 
have been hampered by bureaucracy and government apathy.

•	 The disruptions, colloquially referred to as “loadshedding,” pose a threat to the African National 
Congress’s ability to maintain power in the upcoming elections by seriously undermining public support.

Popular artist B.K.S. Verma passes away

•	 Popular artist B.K.S. Verma, has passed away in the city. The subject of his paintings was mainly 
environmental and social issues presented in a surreal form.

•	 Born in 1949, Varma’s father Krishnamacharya was a musician while his mother Jayalakshmi was an 
artist.

•	 He was trained in art by the legendary art teacher A.N. Subbarao at the art and culture institution he 
founded, Kalamandir, in the 1960s.

•	 Varma had won several awards including the Lalit Kala Akademi award, Rajyotsava award, Aryabhatta 
award, the Rajiv Gandhi award among others.

•	 He was honoured with the Karnataka Rajya Puruskar (2001), Rajyothsava award (2001), and Honorary 
Doctorate by Bangalore University (2011)

Elena Fanchini, Italian skier and world silver medalist, dies aged 37

•	 Italian Skier Elena Fanchini passed away at the age of 37 after a toiling battle with cancer on 9th February 
2023.
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•	 Elena Fanchini competed at three Winter Olympics and six World Championships for Italy, and she won 
a silver medal in the download at the 2005 World Championships.

•	 Her last race was in December 2017 after that she stepped away from the game due to her diagnosis.
•	 Elena Fanchini was prepared to return in 2018, however, she was unable to fully make it back and 

missed the 2018 Winter Olympics as a result.
•	 The Italian Champion who retired from competition in 2017, passed away at her home in Solato at the 

age of just 37.
•	 She died on the same day fellow Italian Skier Marta Bassino won the Super-G at this year’s World 

Championships.

India rated among top 5 accreditation systems in world: GQII Index

•	 India’s national accreditation system under the Quality Council of India (QCI) has been ranked 5th in 
the world in the recent Global Quality Infrastructure Index (GQII) 2021.

•	 The GQII ranks the 184 economies in the world on the basis of the quality infrastructure (QI).
•	 The Quality Council of India (QCI) stated that it is proud to be acknowledged as one of the world’s top 

five accreditation systems.
•	 It noted that it would help pave the way for collaborations that aim to improve the quality of infrastructure
•	 According to the report, the top 25 countries in the world are mainly located in Asia-Pacific, North 

America, and Europe. Some of these include India, Australia, Turkey, and Brazil.
•	 The methodology of the GQII rankings takes into account the data collected from various sources 

during the year.
•	 The 2021 rankings are based on data collected till the end of December 2021 and analysed through 2022.
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Third edition of Khelo India Winter Games begins in Kashmir

•	 After the successful conduct of two editions, the third edition of the Khelo India National Winter Games 
began with full enthusiasm on Friday amid snowfall at famous tourist destination Gulmarg in Kashmir.

•	 Addressing the audience after throwing the mega event open, Union Minister for Sports and Youth 
Affairs Anurag Singh Thakur said that Khelo India is a vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
promote sports amongst the Youth of the country.

•	 The Union Minister while addressing the gathering lauded the capabilities and talent of the Youth of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

•	 He assured that the centre would leave no stone unturned in providing every possible assistance to 
create and develop sports culture in the Union Territory.

•	 The Union Minister said that the Youth of J&K is full of potential who are now busy in shaping their 
future using sports as a platform.

•	 Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha who was present on the occasion stressed the need to develop 
“Gulmarg” as a Centre of Excellence for Winter Sports.

12th World Hindi Conference to be held in Fiji from February 15

•	 The three-day 12th World Hindi Conference will be held in Fiji from the 15th of February.
•	 The Conference is being organised by the Ministry of External Affairs in association with the Government 

of Fiji.
•	 Giving details about the Conference, Secretary East, in the External Affairs Ministry Saurabh Kumar 

said, the main theme of the conference is “Hindi - Traditional Knowledge to Artificial Intelligence.
•	 He informed that the Conference will be inaugurated by the Prime Minister of Fiji Sitiveni Rabuka 

along with External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar.
•	 Mr Kumar said, besides a plenary session based on the theme 10 parallel sessions will be held.
•	 He informed that representatives from 50 countries are expected to participate in the World Hindi 

Conference.
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PBI president Rene Zondag inaugurates centre in Pune

•	 Peter Burwash International (PBI), one of the top tennis instruction programmes, has partnered with 
the Ileseum Club in Bavdhan, Pune, to open a second training facility there

•	 Through the leadership of its Director Cesar Morales, the first PBI centre at the Padukone-Dravid Centre 
in Bengaluru has been effectively teaching some of the notable players, including Sahaja Yamalapalli, 
Shrivalli Bhamidipaty, and Rishi Reddy.

•	 Over 200 players are present at the High performance centre.
•	 Milos Milunovic will serve as the technical director of the second centre in Pune, which is slated to grow 

further to include locations in Mumbai, Solapur, and Chennai, among other cities
•	 Rene Zondag, president of PBI, announced the opening of the new centre, which spans 12.5 acres and 

offers top-notch amenities.
•	 Gurpavit, who is pleased to join with PBI, expressed the expectation that the improved infrastructure, 

workshops, and educational programmes will assist advance India’s tennis industry. 

In A First In Country, Lithium Reserves Found In Jammu And Kashmir

•	 In Jammu and Kashmir, 5.9 million tonnes of lithium reserves have been discovered for the first time in 
India, according to the Mines Ministry’s announcement on Thursday (February, 9).

•	 According to the Ministry of Mines, the Geological Survey of India has for the first time discovered 
5.9 million tonnes of lithium inferred resources (G3) in the Salal-Haimana area of the Reasi district of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

•	 It further stated that state governments received 51 mineral parcels, including lithium and gold.
•	 Non-ferrous metal lithium is one of the essential elements of EV batteries.
•	 These 51 mineral blocks, which are located in the 11 states of Jammu and Kashmir (UT), Andhra Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, and 
Telangana, are divided into five blocks related to gold and the remaining blocks related to commodities 
like potash, molybdenum, base metals, etc.

•	 Lithium-ion battery prices increased last year for the first time in the EV era.
•	 Elon Musk lamented lithium’s “insane” surge and claimed that one of the major challenges facing Tesla 

Inc. was the high cost of raw materials.
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Raja Ram Mohan Roy national award for veteran journalist

•	 In 2023, the Raja Ram Mohan Roy National Award is presented to Journalist A.B.K. Prasad for his 
contributions towards journalism. Raja Ram Mohan Roy lived in the 19th century.

•	 The reformer founded Brahmo Samaj in 1828 and played a major role in abolishing Sati.
•	 The Press Council of India presents awards in the name of the legend every year.
•	 A.B.K. Prasad has devoted his 75 years of life to journalism. He has worked as an editor in major journals 

in AP.
•	 Also, he worked as the Chairman of the Official Language Commission between 2004 and 2009.
•	 It was constituted under the constitutional provisions provided in Article 344. It looks after the 

progressive use of the official language in the country.

PM Modi inaugurated Dawoodi Bohra community’s Arabic Academy in Mumbai

•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Aljamea-tus-Saifiyah, Arabic Academy of the Dawoodi 
Bohra Community in Mumbai.

•	 The Prime minister was accompanied by His Holiness Syedna Mufaddal Saifuddin, the 53rd al-Dai 
al-Mutlaq, head of the global Dawoodi Bohra community and Rector of Jamea, Eknath Sindhe, Chief 
Minister of Maharashtra and deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis.

•	 Jamea is considered to be the principal educational institute of the Dawoodi Bohars and looks to impart 
religious as well as other branches of knowledge.

•	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi noted that Dawoodi Bohra has ensured that they adapted to change and 
technology for development and progress.

•	 The University was a dream of many decades and it is a contribution to learning in Amrit Kaal as the 
government looks to have a medical college in each district and has achieved to have a university and 
two colleges opening every week in India.

•	 PM Modi also noted that it was important to have the pride place education system back in India, calling 
ancient India a place of learning with universities like Nalanda and Taxila.

•	 The PM called for a future based on ‘Vikas’ or development, and ‘Virasat’ or heritage and through 
modern infrastructure and social investment.
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Air India all set to sign ‘historic’ deal with Airbus, Boeing: Sources

•	 In an effort to rebuild itself with a fleet that can compete with regional low-cost rivals and strong Gulf 
airlines like Emirates, Air India Ltd. has signed deals with Airbus SE and Boeing Co. for what may end 
up being the largest acquisition of aircraft in commercial aviation history.

•	 According to people involved with the talks, who are not to be named because the conversations are 
private, the airline and the two planemakers have agreed on the broad strokes of the agreement and may 
publicly announce the contract as early as next week.

•	 According to the sources, Airbus is in line to get roughly 250 orders and commitments total, made up 
of 210 aircraft from the A320 single-aisle family and 40 wide-body A350s.

•	 With 190 737 Max aircraft and the option for 50 more, 20 787 Dreamliners and the same number as a 
potential top-up, coupled with 10 777x aircraft, Boeing has secured roughly 290 potential acquisitions.

World Radio Day being celebrated across the globe today

●	 World Radio Day is being celebrated across the globe today. The day is observed every year to raise 
awareness among the public and the media about the importance of radio and to encourage access 
to information through radio.

●	 The theme for the 12th edition of World Radio Day is ‘Radio and Peace’. On this occasion, a two-day 
Radio Festival with the theme : ‘Radio for Peace and Radio for Climate Action’, is being celebrated 
in New Delhi.

●	 The festival, founded by a community broadcaster Archana Kapoor, is celebrated every year.

●	 With India assuming presidency at the G20, the 6th edition of the Radio Festival- The Wave For-
ward - is deliberating on the action points and agenda of G20.

●	 The event is being hosted in collaboration with the G20 Secretariat and supported by the Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Ministry, Prasar Bharati, UNESCO, and UNICEF.

●	 Addressing the gathering during the event, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting, Neerja Sekhar said Radio has smoothly aligned with the advent of modern technol-
ogy and embraced changes to move forward.

●	 She said, community radio is playing a crucial role in disseminating important information in 
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coastal, border and left wing extremism and disaster-affected areas and aspirational districts.

Bangladesh govt announces names of 19 individuals, 2 institutions for ‘Ekushey Padak’

●	 The government of Bangladesh has announced the names of 19 individuals and two institutions 
for the award of ‘Ekushey Padak’, the second-highest civilian award of the country.

●	 The names were announced by the Culture Ministry on Sunday. The Ekushey Padak is awarded 
under various categories such as the contribution to the language movement, Liberation War, art 
and culture, journalism and social service among others.

●	 The award will be conferred on three persons under the language movement category, one in lib-
eration war, eight in the art and culture, two in politics among others.

●	 Bidyanondo Foundation has been selected for Ekushey Award 2023 in the social service category.

●	 The foundation has been working among the underprivileged and marginalized sections of society 
for several years.

●	 Bangladesh National Museum is the second institution chosen for the award.

●	 Khaleda Manzoor-e Khuda, Liberation War fighter AKM Shamsul Haque (posthumously) and Haji 
Mohammad Majibor Rahman will get the award in the Language Movement category.

PM Narendra Modi inaugurates biennial airshow and aerospace exhibition Aero India 2023 in 
Bengaluru

●	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi says the government’s target is to take defense exports to 5 billion 
dollars by 2024-25.

●	 He said India will soon be the world’s largest defense manufacturing base.

●	 Addressing the inaugural function of Aero India 2023 in Karnataka’s Bengaluru, Mr Modi said the 
nation is touching new heights today and Aero India 2023 is a prime example of this.
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●	 He said the theme of Aero India - The Runway to a Billion Opportunities - reflects the rise of the 
country in different spheres.

●	 Mr Modi said Aero India reflects New India and the clear Bengaluru sky is witnessing this emer-
gence of a New India.

●	 Mr. Modi appealed to the youth of Karnataka to make the country strong in the defense sector.

Communications Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw inaugurates AMRPTEX 2023

●	 Communications Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw inaugurated AMRPTEX 2023 – National Philatelic Ex-
hibition in New Delhi on Saturday.

●	 This five-day Mahakumbh of Stamps at Pragati Maidan is being organized as a part of Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav Celebrations.

●	 Addressing the gathering on the occasion, Mr Vaishnaw said that under the vision of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Postal department has transformed totally.

●	 He said it has become a digital network for banking, service delivery and social security payments 
network.

●	 He also emphasized upon the emerging role of stamps and philately in educating the young minds 
about India’s rich culture, heritage and history.

●	 He stressed on the need to digitize this old hobby and make it more interesting and engaging for 
youngsters.

National Productivity Day 2023

●	 The annual celebration of National Productivity Day is observed on February 12, coordinated by 
the National Productivity Council (NPC).

●	 The NPC’s mission is to promote awareness towards increasing the productivity of the country.
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●	 The day is celebrated as part of National Productivity Week, which is observed from February 12 
to 18.

●	 This year’s National Productivity Day theme is “Productivity, Green Growth, and Sustainability: 
Celebrating India’s G20 Presidency.”

●	 The theme highlights the fact that everybody should give themselves a chance to set productivity 
goals and work towards them.

●	 The celebrations are important to raise awareness of productivity, efficiency, and innovation.

●	 National Productivity Day draws attention to the power of productivity in improving the overall 
quality of life and it serves as an opportunity for citizens to start building good habits that will help 
increase productivity.

Path shown by Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati instils hope in crores of people

●	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi celebrated the 200th birth Anniversary of Maharishi Dayanand 
Saraswati, who founded the Arya Samaj in 1875.

●	 According to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the nation is making development thanks to nondis-
criminatory efforts and policies.

●	 The first yagya for the nation, he claimed, is being performed today in service of the poor, unedu-
cated, and oppressed.

●	 In this regard, Mr. Modi emphasized housing, healthcare, and women’s empowerment.

●	 The Prime Minister made this statement in Delhi at the start of a year-long celebration honouring 
Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati’s 200th birthday.

●	 He claimed that throughout Amrit Kaal, the country adopted the same priorities as Maharishi 
Dayanand Saraswati. According to the prime minister, helping the poor and marginalised has taken 
precedence.

●	 He brought up the fact that the nation’s daughters are currently flying Rafale fighter jets in relation 
to the empowerment of women.

●	 As taught by Maharishi Dayanand, Mr. Modi’s New Education Policy encourages contemporary ed-
ucation while placing a strong focus on Indianness.
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Paytm launches G20-theme QR Code to celebrates India’s presidency

●	 In honor of India’s G20 presidency and the nation’s prominence in mobile payments, One97 Com-
munications Limited, the owner of the top payments and financial services startup Paytm, un-
veiled a special G20-themed QR Code.

●	 Ashwini Vaishnaw, the Union Minister for Railways and IT, introduced the QR code at the India Hab-
itat Center’s “Digital Payment Utsav.”

●	 Paytm was a key player in the development of mobile payments in India and is regarded as the 
inventor of QR code payments.

●	 The “DigiDhan Mission” logo from MeitY, the G20 2023 logo, and the 75th anniversary of India’s 
independence are all included in the special commemorative QR code.

●	 Paytm is hosting a special event called “Digital Payments Utsav” in which a branded automobile 
will tour different parts of Delhi with active audience engagement.

●	 To raise public knowledge and usage of digital payments, the corporation announced that it will air 
educational videos on the subject.

Annual meeting of river cities alliance to be held in Pune

●	 DHARA, Driving Holistic Action for Urban Rivers, the annual meeting of the members of the River 
Cities Alliance (RCA) is organized by the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMGC), partnered with 
the National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) from 13th to 14th February 2023 in Pune.

●	 The Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat will address the inaugural event 
while the Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs, Kaushal Kishore will deliver the valedic-
tory address on day two.

●	 The DHARA event has strong synergies with the Urban20 initiative under the ambit of India’s G20 
Presidency.

●	 DHARA 2023 will witness multiple sessions over the two-day event that include sessions on ‘Na-
tional Case Studies on Innovative River-related Practices’ to introduce the participants to several 
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unique and innovative solutions for different aspects of urban river management.

●	 These solutions involve lake and pond rejuvenation, de-centralized used-water management, en-
hancing the river-related economy, groundwater management, flood management, and ‘Interna-
tional Case Studies’.

●	 These will focus on Innovative River-related practices in countries like Denmark, reuse of used 
water in Israel, floodplain management in the Netherlands, river health monitoring in the USA, 
pollution control in Japan, and water-sensitive city design in Australia.

New Zealand declares national emergency after Cyclone Gabrielle lashes North Island

●	 The New Zealand government has declared a national state of emergency after Cyclone Gabrielle 
lashed the North Island.

●	 Signing the declaration Minister for Emergency Management Kieran McAnulty said, this is an un-
precedented weather event that is having major impacts across much of the North Island.

●	 He said, this is a significant disaster with a real threat to lives of New Zealanders as they are facing 
extensive floods, slips, damaged roads and infrastructure.

●	 Over 38 thousand homes were left without power following heavy rain and strong winds.

●	 Flood waters and landslides have cut off many settlements across the country including some near 
Auckland which is New Zealand’s largest city.

●	 This is only the third time New Zealand has declared a state of emergency, the other two were the 
2019 Christchurch terror attacks and 2020 Covid pandemic.

Noted painter Lalitha Lajmi passes away

●	 Noted painter Lalitha Lajmi passed away yesterday at the age of 90. She was sister of late ac-
tor-filmmaker Guru Dutt.
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●	 The National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) shared the news of her demise.

●	 In its post, NGMA wrote, Lalitha Lajmi was born to a poet father and a poly-linguist writer mother 
in Kolkata in 1932.

●	 Coming from a family involved in the arts, Lajmi was very fond of classical dance and painting. She 
found her calling in painting.

●	 An unparalleled water-colourist, through her works she narrates a layered history of the modern 
Indian woman in the decades that followed Independence.

●	 Often her works reflect the hidden tensions that exist between men and women, captured in the 
different roles they play.

●	 Yet, her women are not meek individuals, but assertive and individualistic, with a strong autobi-
ographical element. 

Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh to host Defence Ministers’ Conclave at Aero show

●	 The 14th edition of Asia’s biggest aero show - Aero India 2023 - at Air Force Station, Yelahanka in 
Bengaluru got underway today. The Raksha Mantri will host Defence Ministers’ Conclave tomor-
row.

●	 Defence Ministers of friendly foreign countries will participate in the meeting, which has been 
organised on the theme ‘Shared Prosperity through Enhanced Engagements in Defence (SPEED).

●	 The conclave would address aspects related to deepening cooperation for capacity building 
(through investments, R&D, joint venture, co-development, co-production and provisioning of 
defence equipment), training, space, Artificial Intelligence (AI) and maritime security to grow to-
gether.

●	 The conclave is an opportunity for the defence ministers to engage with each other to carry for-
ward the ‘Make in India, Make for the World’ vision.

●	 On the sidelines of Aero India 2023, a number of bilateral meetings will be held at the levels of 
Raksha Mantri, Raksha Rajya Mantri, Chief of Defence Staff and Defence Secretary among others.
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ICAI gets new president, vice president for 2023-24 term

●	 The Council of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) elected its new president and 
vice president.

●	 For the 2023-24 term, Aniket Sunil Talati will serve as the president of ICAI, while Ranjeet Kumar 
Agarwal will be the accounting body’s vice president.

●	 At the helm of the ICAI’s council, Talati and Agarwal will be responsible for organizing the three-
tiered CA exam and looking after all administrative affairs.

●	 Talati has led various committees of the Branch and Regional Councils of ICAI and has been active 
as the director of its Indian Institute of Insolvency Professionals of ICAI (IIIPI), Accounting Re-
search Foundation (ICAI ARF), and Extensible Business Reporting Language (XBRL) India, as per 
the ICAI official website.

●	 He is a member of various other ICAI boards, committees, and directorates.

●	 He is also the technical advisor to the ICAI’s nominee on the Professional Accountants in Business 
(PAIB) advisory group of the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC).

●	 Alongside this, Sunil Talati is also a board member of the South Asian Federation of Accountants 
(SAFA).

●	 He is taking over the post previously held by CA (Dr) Debashis Mitra.

Jean-Eric Vergne wins first E-Prix held in India

●	 Ten years after the unceremonious exit of Formula 1 from India, a global motorsport World Cham-
pionship finally made a return to the country with the Formula E Hyderabad E-Prix.

●	 And the 33-lap race here on Sunday was nothing short of sensational.

●	 Wheel-to-wheel racing, crashes, penalties, overtaking, the unpredictability, the 46-minute race 
had all the drama and action for which a capacity crowd of 25,000 had turned out.

●	 They eventually got to see DS Penske’s Jean-Eric Vergne win the inaugural all-electric race at the 
2.83km Hyderabad street circuit here on Saturday.



31 www.plutusacademy.comwww.plutusacademy.com

●	 Nick Cassidy was second for Envision Racing with Porsche’s Antonio Felix da Costa promoted to 
third in his 100th race after Envision’s Sebastien Buemi was handed a 17-second post-race penalty 
for an overpower infringement.

●	 The first-ever Formula E race in India was hosted in Hyderabad, the race that also happens to be 
the first FIA-organised event in India in a decade.

●	 The Hyderabad E-Prix is the fourth race in the Formula E 2023 calendar, being preceded by Season 
9 opener in Mexico City and two races in Diriyah (Saudi Arabia).

●	 The race itself was an action-packed affair, with the qualifying session and the main race producing 
some close results. 

India’s first electric AC double-decker bus inaugurated in Mumbai, services to begin soon

●	 India’s first air-conditioned double-decker electric bus was inducted into the fleet of BEST- the 
civic transport public body in Mumbai.

●	 The wet-leased e-bus will be registered at the Regional Transport Office before it hits the road for 
the public.

●	 This air-conditioned double-decker electric bus is likely to ply on the routes in suburbs where con-
ventional double-decker buses that run on diesel are currently operated.

●	 Lokesh Chandra, general manager of the Brihanmumbai Electricity Supply and Transport (BEST) 
Undertaking, informed that they are scheduled to receive 4-5 more double-decker air-conditioned 
e-buses in the next 8-10 days and a total of 20 such buses before March end from Switch Mobility, 
a subsidiary of automobile manufacture Ashok Leyland.

●	 The number of double-decker e-buses will reach 200 by this year-end.

Shahabuddin Chuppu elected Bangladesh’s 22nd President

●	 A former judge and freedom fighter, Mohammad Shahabuddin Chuppu, was elected unopposed as 
Bangladesh’s 22nd President.
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●	 A gazette was issued on the appointment of the new Bangladesh President by the Chief Election 
Commissioner.

●	 According to the country’s Chief Election Commission, 74-year-old Chuppu will replace President 
Mohammad Abdul Hamid.

●	 After his retirement as a district and sessions judge, Chuppu served as one of the commissioners 
of the independent Anti-Corruption Commission.

●	 He later joined politics and became a member of the Awami League Advisory Council, which com-
prises senior party leaders and technocrats.

●	 However, Chuppu will have to relinquish the party post to become the titular head of the State.

●	 Born in the northwestern Pabna district, Chuppu was a leader of Awami League’s student and 
youth wings in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

●	 He also took part in the 1971 Liberation War and was imprisoned for waging a protest after the 
August 15, 1975 assassination of Bangladesh’s founder Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman — 
the father of Prime Minister Hasina — in a military coup along with most of his family members.

Strict Anti-Copying Law comes into force in Uttarakhand with provision of 10 crore rupee fine 
& life imprisonment

●	 The country’s strictest Anti-Copying Law has come into force in Uttarakhand.

●	 Governor Lieutenant General Gurmeet Singh has approved the Uttarakhand Competitive Examina-
tion (Measures for Prevention and Prevention of Unfair Means in Recruitment) Ordinance 2023.

●	 In view of this, the Anti-Copying Law is being described as the biggest anti-copying law in the 
country.

●	 This comes after the UKPSC paper leak which led to cancellation of exam for around 1.4 lakh gov-
ernment job aspirants.

●	 Under this Anti-Copying Law, a provision to impose a fine of 10 crores rupees along with life im-
prisonment or 10 years in jail for the copycat mafia.

●	 Apart from this, there is also a provision to attach the property of the copying mafia.

●	 Under the Uttarakhand Anti-Copying Law, Strict action will also be taken against the students who 
leak the paper.

●	 A provision has been made in the Act that if a student leaks paper in the recruitment examinations, 
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or passes the examination by cheating, then that student will be banned for 10 years.

●	 This means that if a student is found indulging in this type of activity, he/she will not be able to 
appear in any recruitment examination for 10 years.

Bollywood actor Javed Khan Amrohi passes away

●	 Bollywood actor Javed Khan Amrohi passed away on Tuesday. He was in his early 70s.

●	 He was suffering from breathing issues, and he was bedridden for the past year.

●	 He was admitted to Surya Nursing Home in Santacruz, Mumbai, where he breathed his last after 
his lungs failed.

●	 Javed Khan was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actor in 2001 for the film ‘Lagaan’.

●	 He worked in about 150 films and carved a niche for himself in the industry.

●	 Apart from this, he also entertained the audience by playing different characters in the world of TV.

India become number one team in all formats

●	 India have become the No.1-ranked team in all formats after they displaced Australia to take the 
top spot in the ICC Test rankings.

●	 This is the first time India have achieved top ranking in all three formats at the same time.

●	 India is already the top-ranked team in T20Is and ODIs. India achieved this feat after beating Aus-
tralia by an innings and 132 runs in the first Test of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy in Nagpur.

●	 India currently have 115 rating points and followed by Australia with 111 rating points.

●	 India will still need to beat Australia in the next Test in New Delhi to hold on to the top spot and 
strengthen their chances of qualifying for the World Test Championship final, which will be held in 
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England in the month of June this year.

Rajasthan: Science Center and Planetarium to be constructed in Kota

●	 The Science Center and Planetarium will be constructed in Kota, Rajasthan.

●	 The Science Center and Planetarium will be one of the best science centers and planetariums in 
the world.

●	 About 35 crore 25 lakh rupees will be spent on these.

●	 An MoU was signed between the National Council of Science Museums and the Science and Tech-
nology Department of the Government of Rajasthan in this regard.

●	 National Council of Science Museums (NCSM) is an autonomous organization under the Ministry 
of Culture.

●	 It is the largest chain of science centers or museums under a single administrative umbrella in the 
world.

●	 There are 24 science centers or museums and one R & D laboratory and training center of NCSM, 
located in different states in India.

●	 The first science museum, Birla Industrial and Technological Museum (BITM), Kolkata under 
CSIR43, was opened on 2 May 1959.

●	 In July 1965, the second science museum of the country, the Visvesvaraya Industrial & Technologi-
cal Museum (VITM) was opened in Bangalore.

Indian Army Gets ‘World’s First’ Fully Operational SWARM Drone System; Capable Of Hitting 
Targets 50 Km Away

●	 NewSpace Research, a Bengaluru-based start-up has delivered SWARM drones to Indian Army, 
which makes the Army the first major armed force in the world to operationalise these high-den-
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sity SWARM drones.

●	 This delivery may possibly be the world’s first operational high density swarming UAS (Unmanned 
Aerial System) induction for military applications, especially given that most swarm drone re-
search is yet to be operationalised across the world.

●	 The swarm of 100 drones is capable of hitting targets at least 50 kms away into enemy territory.

●	 The swarming systems were ordered under the emergency procurement (EP) and show that India 
has taken a global lead with induction of a cutting edge ‘Made in India’ technology which is at par, 
if not ahead, of its peers across the world.

●	 They added that this is a part of the government’s Aatmanirbhar effort to indigenise critical and 
disruptive military technologies.

●	 These drones are capable of carrying bombs of a particular weight and can home into a target, like 
moving armoured columns, artillery positions, and infantry bunkers and attack.

●	 Swarm drones are the solution for a closely contested airspace where individual drones can be 
taken down.

RBI announces 2nd global hackathon HARBINGER 2023

●	 The Reserve Bank announced its second global hackathon – ‘HARBINGER 2023 – Innovation for 
Transformation’ with the theme ‘Inclusive Digital Services’.

●	 Registration for the hackathon starts from February 22, 2023.

●	 It had received 363 proposals submitted by teams from within India and from 22 other countries 
including the US, UK, Sweden, Singapore, Philippines, and Israel.

●	 Fintechs have been invited to develop solutions that have the potential to make digital financial 
services accessible to the differently-abled, facilitate efficient compliance, extend the reach of Cen-
tral Bank Digital Currencies and enhance the scalability of blockchains.

●	 “Being part of HARBINGER 2023 gives an opportunity to the participants to get mentored by in-
dustry experts and exhibit their innovative solutions before an eminent jury and win exciting priz-
es in each category,” the RBI said.
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FIFA confirms US, Mexico, Canada automatically in 2026 World Cup

●	 The U.S. men’s national team, along with Mexico and Canada, will automatically qualify for the 
2026 FIFA World Cup.

●	 The three countries won the right to host the World Cup in a united North American bid.

●	 FIFA historically has given host nations the right to play in the World Cup without going through 
the usual qualification tournaments, though this is the first time FIFA had to set aside three host 
bids.

●	 The tournament is set to expand from 32 teams to 48 in 2026. Another three berths will be award-
ed to CONCACAF nations via qualifying.

●	 While the U.S. and Mexico tend to qualify for most World Cups, it was good news for Canada, whose 
men’s national team broke a 36-year drought between World Cup appearances when it qualified 
for Qatar in 2022. Canada lost all three of its group-stage matches.

●	 The FIFA Council also determined its timetable for bidding for the right to host the 2030 World 
Cup.

●	 That meeting will be separate from FIFA’s meeting to select a host for the 2027 Women’s World 
Cup, which will be held first, earlier in 2024.

Govt launches app ‘Khanan Prahari’ and CMSMS to curb unauthorized mining

●	 The government has launched a mobile app namely ‘Khanan Prahari’ and a web app Coal Mine 
Surveillance and Management System (CMSMS) for reporting unauthorized coal mining activities 
so that monitoring and taking suitable action on it can be done by concerned Law and Order en-
forcing authority.

●	 462 cases have been reported on the Apps till January this year. Coal, Mines and Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi said this in a written reply in Rajya Sabha today.

●	 The Minister said that CMSMS has been developed to curb illegal mining and take transparent ac-
tion as an e-Governance initiative of the government on the use of Space Technology.
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●	 Concrete walls have been erected on the mouth of the abandoned mines to prevent access and 
illegal activities in these areas.

●	 Surprise raids/checks are being conducted jointly by security personnel and law and order au-
thorities of the concerned State Government.

●	 Dumping of the overburden is being done on the outcrop zones.

●	 Installation of check posts at vulnerable points.

●	 Training of existing security/CISF personnel, refresher training, and basic training of recruits in 
security discipline for strengthening the security setup;

●	 Maintaining close liaison with the State authorities.

David Malpass to step down from post World Bank chief

●	 World Bank chief David Malpass yesterday announced that he would step down from the post be-
fore his five-year term expires.

●	 Mr. Malpass was appointed to the role in 2019 and previously served as Under Secretary of the 
Treasury for international affairs in US Administration.

●	 According to media reports, in recent months, Malpass has come up against calls for his resigna-
tion or removal.

●	 Climate activists had called for Malpass to be ousted for what they said was an inadequate ap-
proach to the climate crisis.

●	 Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, in a statement, said that the US is looking forward to a swift nom-
ination process for Malpass’ successor.

PM virtually inaugurates Jal Jan Abhiyan in Rajasthan

●	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi stressed that the Jal-Jan Abhiyan is being launched at a time when 
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water scarcity is being seen as a future crisis all over the world.

●	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually inaugurated the Jal Jan Abhiyan in Abu Road in Sirohi dis-
trict of Rajasthan on Thursday.

●	 He noted that the 21st-century world is realising the seriousness of limited water resources on 
earth and pointed out that water security is a huge question for India due to its large population.

●	 He said , “in the Amrit Kaal, India is looking towards water as the future.

●	 There will be a tomorrow if there is water”, the Prime Minister remarked and underlined that joint 
efforts have to be made beginning today.

●	 Shri Modi expressed satisfaction that the country has turned water conservation into a mass move-
ment and said, the Jal-Jan Abhiyan of Brahma Kumaris will give new strength to this effort of public 
participation.

●	 He noted that the reach of water conservation campaigns will also get a boost thereby boosting its 
effect.

●	 The Prime Minister highlighted the sages of India who had created a restrained, balanced and sen-
sitive system regarding nature, the environment and water thousands of years ago.

Second batch of 12 cheetahs from South Africa to reach India on 18 Feb

●	 The second batch of 12 cheetahs from South Africa will reach India on the 18th of this month.

●	 Talking to media in New Delhi today, Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Bhupender 
Yadav informed that ten quarantine enclosures were created at Kuno National Park in Madhya 
Pradesh for the new batch of cheetahs.

●	 He lauded Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s efforts in converting environmental crises into harmo-
ny, and said it should be an example for the world.

●	 Earlier, the Prime Minister had released eight cheetahs at Kuno National Park last year.
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Rolls-Royce announces order of Trent XWB-97 engines from Air India

●	 Rolls-Royce, a British engineering company, announced that it has received an order from Air India 
for 68 Trent XWB-97 engines, in addition to an option for 20 more.

●	 The large A350 aircraft of Airbus are powered by Rolls-Royce XWB engines.

●	 Air India sealed an order for procuring 250 Airbus passenger jets.

●	 The order comprises 40 Airbus A350s and 210 Airbus A320/a321 aircraft. Separately, Air India 
ordered 220 planes from Boeing.

●	 This is the biggest-ever order for the Trent XWB-97, which exclusively powers the Airbus A350-
1000. Air India has also ordered 12 Trent XWB-84, engines, the sole engine option for the Airbus 
A350-900.

●	 It also informed that this is the first time that an Indian airline has ordered the Trent XWB and the 
deal will make Air India the largest operator of the Trent XWB-97 in the world.

●	 Rolls-Royce Tufan Erginbilgic noted that the announcement marks an “exciting and truly remark-
able” occasion for Tata Group and Air India.

●	 Air India is the first Indian airline to order the Trent XWB and the size of the commitment, includ-
ing options, will make them the biggest operator of the Trent XWB-97 in the world.

India, US Forces Run Joint Exercise Tarkash To Counter Chemical Terror Threats

●	 A joint counter-terrorism exercise Tarkash between National Security Guard (NSG) and US Special 
Operations Forces (SOF) culminated in Chennai, after four weeks of intense training and joint an-
ti-terror exercises.

●	 The main highlight of the exercise was mock drills for the CBRN (Chemical, Biological, Radiological 
and Nuclear) counter terror response by special forces of both countries.

●	 The training regimen of the exercise included the conduct of urban counter-terrorism drills, com-
bat shooting and practice of long-range marksmanship, to enhance mutual warfare capabilities.
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●	 In the current geopolitical landscape, Exercise Tarkash is a significant one as India is surrounded 
by two nuclear-armed neighbors, China and Pakistan.

●	 The main aim of this exercise is to train commandos of both the special forces units for the imple-
mentation of rapid neutralisation of enemies, the rescuing of hostages and neutralise the threat of 
chemical weapons.

●	 Notably, this was the first instance in the exercise’s history where Chemical, Biological, Radiologi-
cal and Nuclear Terror response (CBRN) drills were conducted.

●	 CBRN weapons are classified as weapons of mass destruction and have been used by states and 
terror elements in the past.

Defence Minister launches ‘iDEX Investor Hub’, Rs 200 cr already pledged

●	 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched the ‘iDEX Investor Hub’ (iIH), under which more than Rs 
200 crores had already been pledged by leading Indian investors.

●	 Defence Minister also launched the ninth edition of ‘Defence India Startup Challenges (DISC 9)’ 
on “Cybersecurity” during the annual defense innovation event ‘Manthan’ as part of the Aero India 
2023.

●	 Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) is the flagship initiative of the Department of Defence 
Production to encourage start-ups and other such entities engaged in defense innovation.

●	 The iDEX Investor Hub‘ aims to accelerate investment in the Defence sector and give investors a 
unified view of opportunities and innovations.

●	 DISC 9 launched the first collaboration of iDEX with the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre 
(i4C) division of the Ministry of Home Affairs.

●	 These challenges have been curated from Services, DPSUs, and the Ministry of Home Affairs, re-
vealing the deep impact and interest iDEX has generated in the Defence industry.

●	 DIO has also signed MoUs with ISRO, IN-SPACe (Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisa-
tion Centre), and ISpA (Indian Space Association) to further strengthen the Defence Space.

●	 Another MoU was signed with the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) to potentially launch start-up 
challenges in the future.

●	 The fourth edition of the Innovate 4 Defence internship (i4D) was also launched, inviting applica-
tions from students from all over India, during the event. 
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Union Minister Inaugurates IFFCO Nano Urea Liquid Plants at Aonla and Phulpur

●	 Union Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya inaugurated the IFFCO Nano 
Urea Liquid Plants at Aonla and Phulpur in Uttar Pradesh.

●	 Dr. Mandaviya stated that it is an important day because Nano urea plants have been dedicated to 
the nation.

●	 He informed that Nano Urea, in the coming times will ensure the progress of the farmers and in-
crease their income.

●	 The Union Minister highlighted the benefits of Nano urea stating that it is the best green technol-
ogy and provides solutions to pollution. It saves the soil and also increases productivity and hence 
is the best for the farmers.

●	 The government’s Expert Committee has approved Nano DAP and it will also come to replace DAP 
soon. He added that Nano-DAP will immensely benefit our farmers and it will be available at half 
the cost of DAP.

●	 Dr. Mandaviya also underlined the efforts of the government in making Nano urea available to the 
farmers.

●	 He also pointed out the challenges in bringing Nano urea ranging from getting approvals from var-
ious departments and convincing the farmers to tackle the conventional urea lobby.

●	 Dr. Mandaviya also informed that it is an alternate fertilizer. The farmers for years used urea and 
DAP to increase productivity. When urea is used, only 35% Nitrogen (Urea) gets used by the crop 
and the unused affects the soil.

●	 The Union Minister appreciated the efforts of Prime Minister Narendra Modi who has always 
worked towards increasing farmer income and their prosperity.

●	 He also insisted on natural farming, Biofertilizers, and alternate fertilizers.

Indian-American Neal Mohan to be new CEO of YouTube after Wojcicki resigns
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●	 An Indian-American Neal Mohan will be the next Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of YouTube after 
Susan Wojcicki announced her resignation citing personal reasons.

●	 Taking to Twitter, YouTube Creators informed about Wojcicki’s resignation and thanked her for 
contributing to the online video-sharing platform.

●	 Neal Mohan is currently the Chief Product Officer of YouTube.

●	 Before joining YouTube, Mohan was the Senior Vice President, Display and Video Ads at Google.

●	 In a blog post, Wojcicki said that she will focus on family, health, and personal projects she is pas-
sionate about.

India International Seafood Show to conclude today in Kolkata

●	 The biggest Seafood Show in Asia, India International Seafood Show will conclude today in Kolkata.

●	 The three-day event organized by the Marine Products Export Development Authority MPEDA in 
association with the Seafood Exporters Association of India began on Wednesday.

●	 It featured a buyer-seller meeting with a particular focus on G20 countries.

●	 Inaugurating the event, Minister of State for Commerce and Industry Anupriya Patel said that India 
has set a target of achieving 14 billion dollars in exports of marine products by 2025 and efforts 
are being made to achieve the target.

●	 Around five thousand delegates from India and other countries are attending the event.

●	 The Government in the latest Union budget announced a new sub-scheme named Pradhan Mantri 
Matsya Kisan Samridhi Sah-Yojana and has allocated six thousand crore rupees.

●	 A custom duty benefit of 2.5 per cent is also proposed for inputs of shrimp feed.

Joint military exercise between India and Japan to begin at Camp Imazu today in Japan

●	 The 4th edition of joint military exercise, “EX DHARMA GUARDIAN”, between India and Japan will 
begin today at Camp Imazu in Shiga province of Japan.
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●	 It will continue till 2nd of next month. The annual training event with Japan is crucial and signif-
icant in terms of security challenges faced by both nations in the backdrop of the current global 
situation.

●	 The scope of this exercise covers platoon-level joint training on operations in jungle and semi-ur-
ban or urban terrain.

●	 Troops of the Garhwal Rifles Regiment of the Indian Army and an Infantry Regiment from the Mid-
dle Army of the Japan Ground Self Defence Force are participating in the exercise this year to share 
experiences gained during various operations in order to enhance interoperability in planning 
and execution.

●	 This joint exercise will enable the two armies to share best practices in tactics, techniques and pro-
cedures of conducting tactical operations under a UN Mandate, It will also help develop interoper-
ability, bonhomie, camaraderie and friendship between the two armies.

Five day mega air show Aero India to conclude in Bengaluru today

●	 The curtains will fall on the Five days Aero India show in Bengaluru today. The mega show saw 
participation from over 98 countries.

●	 During the event, 73 CEOs from India and abroad, Defence Ministers from 32 countries and Chiefs 
of the Air Staff from 29 countries interacted with their Indian counterparts and Government func-
tionaries during the show.

●	 Various countries exhibited their defense equipment and gadgets. India Pavilion saw participation 
from 115 Indian companies which displayed 227 products made in India.

●	 Fully configured LCA Tejas Mark 1 was the highlight during the event.

Tulsidas Balaram - Only surviving member of Indian football’s 1956 Olympics team passes away at 86

●	 Tulsidas Balaram, one of the country’s finest footballers and a member of the golden era of Indian 
football (1951-1962), passed away. He was 86.

●	 He played in two Olympics in 1956 and 1960 and reached the pinnacle of Asian football when 
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India, under the guidance of legendary coach Syed Abdul Rahim, won the Asian Games gold in Ja-
karta, beating South Korea 2-1 in 1962.

●	 Balaram scored 131 goals, including 14 for India, across seven seasons.

●	 Balaram made his mark playing football for the East Bengal of Kolkata, and captained the team in 
1961–62.

●	 He was one of the best players of the golden age of Indian football of the 1950s and 1960s.

●	 His playing position was as a center forward or as a left winger. In 1962, he received Arjuna Award 
from the Government of India.

●	 The Government of West Bengal awarded him ‘Banga Vibhushan’ in 2013

Ladakh to host India’s first frozen-lake marathon ‘Last Run’ at Pangong Tso

●	 The Pangong Tso Lake in Ladakh will host the first-ever frozen lake marathon on 20th February 
2023, at an altitude of roughly 13,862 feet.

●	 The first-ever frozen lake marathon which is 21-kilometer is India’s first of its kind.

●	 The marathon will occur at a height of 13,862 feet and it will be the first of its kind to ever take 
place in the globe at this altitude.

●	 On 20th February Adventure Sports foundation of Ladakh (ASFL) in collaboration with Ladakh 
Autonomous Hill Development Council Leh and Ladakh Tourism Department is going to organize 
India’s first 21 km long Pangong Frozen Lake Marathon.

●	 It would be an attempt to make a Guinness world record for the world’s highest frozen lake mara-
thon according to Chief Executive Councilor LAHDC Leh Advocate Tashi Gyalson.

●	 Deputy commissioner Leh Shrikant Balasaheb Suse informed that the purpose of organizing this 
frozen lake marathon is to promote sustainable tourism and create awareness about climate and 
the environment.

●	 The marathon is the brainchild of the Adventure Sports Foundation of Ladakh (ASFL), who have 
nicknamed it “The Last Run” to highlight a bleak reality given the precarious state of Himalayan 
glaciers due to global warming, parts of the lake may be unfit for a race of this kind in the years to 
come.
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BAFTA Awards for 2023 announced; Austin Butler bags Best Actor and Cate Blanchett 
Best Actress awards

●	 The 76th British Academy Film Awards, BAFTA Awards, were announced at an event 
held in London’s Royal Festival Hall last evening.

●	 ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’, a German anti-war drama which is a screen adapta-
tion of the 1928 novel by Erich Maria Remarque, won a maximum of seven awards, 
including Best Film and Director.

●	 ‘The Banshees of Inisheer’ and ‘Elvis’ both movies won four BAFTA awards.

●	 Austin Butler took home the Best Leading Actor Award for his portrayal of Elvis, and 
Cate Blanchett won the Best Leading Actress Award for her mesmerizing perfor-
mance in TÁR.

Saurashtra lift Ranji Trophy title, thrashing Bengal by 9 wickets

●	 Saurashtra defeated Bengal by 9 wickets at Eden Gardens, Kolkata, to lift the Ranji 
Trophy title on Sunday for the second time in their history.

●	 Bengal, who were overnight 169 runs for 4 in their second innings, were all out for 
241, handing the visitors a mere 12 runs target to win the final.

●	 Saurashtra lost their opening batsman Jay Gohil without scoring off the bowling of 
Akash Deep but eventually went past the target, reaching 14 for 1 in 2.4 overs. The 
winners wrapped up the match with one day and two full sessions to spare.

●	 Saurashtra captain Jaydev Unadkat was the pick of the bowlers in the second innings 
claiming a 6-wicket haul.

●	 Scores:
●	 Bengal: 174 for 10 and 241 all out.
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●	 Saurashtra: 404 all out and 14 for one.

PM Modi & his Singapore counterpart to witness launch of cross-border connectivity 
between UPI of India & PayNow of Singapore on Feb 21

●	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Singapore counterpart, Lee Hsien Loong will 
witness tomorrow the launch of cross-border connectivity between the Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) of India and PayNow of Singapore through video conferencing.

●	 The launch will be done by RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das and Ravi Menon, Manag-
ing Director, Monetary Authority of Singapore.

●	 The linkage of these two payment systems will enable residents of both countries in 
faster and cost-efficient transfer of cross-border remittances.

●	 It will also help the Indian diaspora in Singapore, especially migrant workers and 
students through instantaneous and low-cost transfer of money from Singapore to 
India and vice-versa.

●	 India has emerged as one of the fastest-growing ecosystems for fintech innovation.

●	 Prime Minister Modi’s visionary leadership has been instrumental in driving the glo-
balisation of India’s best-in-class digital payment infrastructure.

India-Uzbekistan biennial military training Exercise DUSTLIK 2023 to begin in Uttara-
khand today

●	 As part of a military-to-military exchange program between the Indian Army and 
Uzbekistan Army, the fourth edition of biennial training Exercise DUSTLIK (2023) 
will be conducted from tomorrow till 5th March, 2023 in Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand.

●	 The Indian contingent will be represented by the 14th Battalion, The GARHWAL RI-
FLES, part of Western Command in this bilateral exercise.

●	 The Uzbekistan Army will be represented by troops of the North Western Military 
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District of Uzbekistan Army.

●	 This joint exercise is aimed at enhancing military capability to undertake multi-do-
main operations in a Sub Conventional scenario under United Nations Mandate.

India’s lunar mission Chandrayaan-3 achieves another milestone; Clears key test on 
functioning of satellite in space

●	 In a boost to India’s lunar mission, Chandrayaan-3 has successfully underwent EMI-
EMC (Electro-Magnetic Interference/ Electro-Magnetic Compatibility).

●	 The EMI-EMC test is conducted for satellite missions to ensure functionality of the 
satellite subsystems in the space environment and their compatibility with the ex-
pected electromagnetic levels.

●	 In a statement, the Indian Space Research Organisation, ISRO, said it is a major mile-
stone in the realization of the satellites.

●	 ISRO announced yesterday that the test was conducted between January 31 and Feb-
ruary 2 at U R Rao Satellite Centre, Bengaluru.

●	 The statement said, during the Chandrayaan-3 lander EMI/EC test, Launcher com-
patibility, Antenna Polarization of all Radio-Frequency (RF) systems, Standalone 
auto compatibility tests for orbital and powered descent mission phases, and Lander 
& Rover compatibility tests for post-landing mission phase were ensured.

PM Modi welcomes new batch of 12 cheetahs at Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh

●	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has welcomed the new batch of 12 cheetahs at Kuno 
National Park in Madhya Pradesh.
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●	 Quoting a tweet by Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav, the Prime Minister said 
that the country’s wildlife diversity has received a boost with this development.

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw inaugurates SemiconIndia Conference of Electronics 
Manufacturing Supply Chain Ecosystem in New Delhi

●	 Electronics and Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw stressed that 
the Government today is willing to walk the talk and its Say-do ratio is very high with 
readiness to receive feedback and sustain industry efforts for a long period of time.

●	 Inaugurating the SemiconIndia Conference of Electronics Manufacturing Supply 
Chain Ecosystem in New Delhi yesterday, he also highlighted the success achieved in 
telecom manufacturing and Vande Bharat development.

●	 Speaking on the occasion, Electronics and Information Ministry Secretary Alkesh 
Kumar Sharma highlighted that Electronics Manufacturing is not sustainable with-
out the development of the semiconductor ecosystem in the country.

●	 He said that only then it will drive overall economic growth in various sectors includ-
ing automotive, power, telecom and electronics.

Indian-Origin Karthik Subramaniam Wins National Geographic’s ‘Pictures Of The Year’ 
Contest\

●	 National Geographic recently unveiled the winners of its annual Pictures of The Year 
awards.

●	 Karthik Subramaniam, a San Francisco-based software engineer of Indian origin has 
been named the grand prize winner for his photo titled “Dance of the Eagles.’’
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●	 The stunning image shows a trio of bald eagles battling for a spot on a branch in 
Alaska’s Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve, according to a press release from the outlet.

●	 The photo was selected from nearly 5,000 entries across four categories: Nature, 
People, Places and Animals.

●	 The photo will be featured in the May issue of National Geographic magazine along-
side the publication’s leading photographers and will also get a six-month digital 
subscription to the magazine.

●	 According to the magazine, the area hosts the largest congregations of bald eagles in 
the world every fall, when around 3,000 arrive in time for the salmon run

●	 “Every year in November, hundreds of bald eagles gather at Chilkat Bald Eagle Pre-
serve near Haines, Alaska, to feast on salmon. I visited there last two Novembers to 
photograph them,” Mr Subramaniam said.

India win two Gold Medals in Shooting at ISSF World Cup in Egypt

●	 India clinched two gold medals on the second day of the ongoing ISSF Shooting World 
Cup at Cairo in Egypt on Monday.

●	 Indian 10m Air Rifle Mixed team of Narmada Nithin Raju and Rudrankksh Balasa-
heb Patil and 10m Air Pistol Mixed team of Rhythm Sangwan and Varun Tomar have 
bagged the yellow metals.

●	 The Indian rifle team trounced Hungary’s Eszter Denes and Istvan Peni 16-6 in the 
gold medal play-off to bag the top spot on the podium.

●	 In the bronze medal contest, the German combination of Lisa Mueller and Maximil-
ian Dallinger got better of Switzerland’s Nina Christen and Christoph Duerr 16-12.

●	 In the 10m Air Pistol Mixed team event, the pair of Varun Tomar and Rhythm Sang-
wan routed Serbian pair Zorana Arunovic and Damir Mikec 16-10 to win the gold 
medal.

●	 Germany took third place after beating France 16-6 in the bronze medal play-off. 
Another Indian team of Divya Subbaraju and Sarabjot Singh missed out on a medal 
round after finishing fifth.
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Kashmir Files bags best film award at Dadasaheb International Film Festival in Mum-
bai; RRR International Film of the Year

●	 Vivek Agnihotri’s ‘The Kashmir Files’ bagged the Dadasaheb International Film Fes-
tival Awards and SS Rajamouli’s ‘RRR’ received the International Film of the Year.

●	 The grand celebration of Dadasaheb Phalke International Film Festival (DATPIFF) 
2023 took place in Mumbai.

●	 The Kashmir Files Director Vivek, in his Tweet, said that “he dedicates the award to 
“all the victims of terrorism and to all the people of India for the blessings.”.

●	 Alia Bhatt won the Award for Best Actress for Gangubai Kathiawadi. Ranbir Kapoor 
collected the Best Actor award for his performance in Brahmastra.

●	 Veteran actor Rekha was honored for her Outstanding Contribution To The Film In-
dustry.

Pangong Tso lake marathon in Ladakh registered as world’s highest Frozen Lake Mara-
thon in the Guinness Book

●	 In Ladakh, country’s first ever Frozen Lake Marathon on Pangong Tso has been offi-
cially registered in the Guinness Book of World Records as the world’s highest Fro-
zen Lake marathon.

●	 It was held on Monday at the world-famous Pangong lake at an altitude of 4,350 me-
ters above mean sea level.

●	 Our Leh Correspondent also reports that the Frozen Lake Marathon is first of its kind 
held in the country on Frozen Pangong Lake and is also considered as the toughest 
due to high altitude and freezing temperatures.
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●	 The theme of the marathon is The Last Run and is organized with an aim to promote 
winter as well as border tourism in Ladakh while creating awareness of climate 
change.

●	 It was organized as part of the vibrant village Program to accelerate the pace of de-
velopment in border villages.

●	 Chief Executive Councilor of Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council Tashi 
Galsion was present on the occasion of celebration of recognition in the world Guin-
ness Book of Records.

●	 Executive Councilor Tashi Yakzee, Duty Commissioner Leh Shrikant Suse and Army 
and defense personnel were also present among the dignitaries.

PM Modi praises initiative of ‘Suposhit Maa’ by Lok Sabha speaker Om Birla

●	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has praised the initiative of ‘Suposhit Maa’ by Lok 
Sabha speaker Om Birla.

●	 Responding to a tweet by the Lok Sabha speaker, the Prime Minister said that this is 
an inspiring initiative of Mr. Birla.

●	 He said, In it lies the health of the mother and child as well as the prosperity of the 
whole family, and it is the foundation stone of a strong society.

●	 Lok Sabha speaker Om Birla inaugurated Suposhit Maa Abhiyan in Ramganjmandi 
area of Kota.

●	 The goal of this initiative to keep every mother and child healthy.

INS Sumedha reaches Abu Dhabi to participate in IDEX and NAVDEX
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●	 Indian Naval Ship Sumedha on Monday reached Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
to participate in Naval Defence Exhibition - NAVDEX 23 and International Defence 
Exhibition - IDEX 23.

●	 Defence Ministry said, the exhibition will continue till Friday.

●	 The ship’s participation in two leading regional naval and defence exhibitions will 
showcase the strengths of India’s indigenous ship building and underscore the vi-
sion of Aatma Nirbhar Bharat.

●	 INS Sumedha is the third ship of the indigenously built Saryu class Naval Offshore 
Patrol Vessels and was commissioned into the Indian Navy in 2014.

●	 The ship is fitted with an impressive array of weapons and sensors, can carry an in-
tegral helicopter and boasts of long endurance.

Former Gujarat governor O P Kohli dies at 87

●	 Former Gujarat governor and veteran Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Om 
Prakash Kohli has passed away at the age of 87.

●	 He was the 19th governor of Gujarat from 2014 to 2019. While presiding as Gujarat 
governor, he also served as the governor of Madya Pradesh and Goa.

●	 A former Rajya Sabha member and ex-president of BJP in Delhi, he was also a leading 
academician.

●	 Kohli, who also leading academician, taught at Hansraj Colleges and Deshbandhu 
College in Delhi for many years before retiring as a reader in 1994.

●	 He was also a prominent student leader and all-India president of Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidya Parishad (ABVP).

●	 He served in the Rajya Sabha from 1994 to 2000 and chaired the housing committee, 
among other committee memberships.
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APJ Abdul Kalam Satellite Launch Vehicle Mission-2023 launched from Tamil Nadu

●	 The Martin Foundation in association with Dr APJ Abdul Kalam International Foun-
dation and Space Zone India launched the APJ Abdul Kalam Satellite Launch Vehicle 
Mission-2023 from the Pattipulam village of Chengalpattu district in Tamil Nadu.

●	 Telangana Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan was also present at the event.

●	 As per an official statement, more than 5000 students from Grade 6th to 12th, from 
various parts of the country, have been enabled to design and develop 150 PICO sat-
ellites, to be launched through the rocket, in this initiative.

●	 It has provided an opportunity for selected students to learn more about Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics, the statement said.

●	 85 per cent of the funding for the project was done by Martin Foundation.

Haryana To Host Northern India’s First Nuclear Power Plant, 1,400 MW Facility Under 
Construction With Rs 20,000 Crore

●	 The first nuclear power plant in North India would be built in Gorakhpur, Haryana, 
according to Union Minister Jitendra Singh.

●	 He claimed that one of the major accomplishments under Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s leadership would be the installation of nuclear and atomic energy plants 
across the nation, which had previously been largely restricted to states in the south 
like Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh as well as western Maharashtra.

●	 According to Singh, the Center has unanimously approved the installation of 10 nu-
clear reactors in an effort to boost India’s nuclear capability.
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●	 The Department of Atomic Energy is also allowed to join forces with Public Sector 
Undertakings (PSUs) to get funding for the opening of nuclear power plants.

●	 Haryana’s Gorakhpur In the Fatehabad area of Haryana, the Anu Vidyut Pariyojana’s 
(GHAVP) Pressurized Heavy Water Reactor (PHWR) with two units, each with a ca-
pacity of 700 MWe, is currently being built.

●	 The Haryana Irrigation and Water Resources Department (HI&WRD) has com-
menced the construction of a water duct from Tohana to GHAVP to meet operational 
cooling water requirements, and the project is going well.

Tilottama Sen wins bronze medal in Women’s 10m Air Rifle at ISSF World Cup at Cairo 
in Egypt

●	 Indian teen Tilottama Sen has won bronze medal in the women’s 10m Air Rifle at 
ISSF World Cup at Cairo in Egypt.

●	 The 14-year-old Sen won second bronze for India, fifth overall after ending the top 
eight ranking round with a score of 262.

●	 She missed out on the gold medal match by the narrowest possible margin of 0.1.

●	 Great Britain’s Seonaid Mcintosh won gold and Switzerland’s Olympic Champion 
Nina Christen came second to win silver.

●	 The third day of the event was yet another profitable day for India with Rudrankksh 
Patil earlier winning gold in the men’s Air Rifle.

●	 India is placed comfortably on top of the medal tally with three golds, with Hungary, 
Britain and Slovakia winning the other three awarded.

●	 Four more finals are scheduled in the next couple of days.
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India’s young shooter Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil wins gold medal at ISSF Shooting 
World Cup

●	 Young Indian shooter Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil won the gold medal in the 10m 
Air Rifle individual event at the ongoing ISSF Shooting World Cup at Cairo in Egypt 
on Tuesday.

●	 The 19-year-old Rudrankksh defeated Maximilian Ulbrich from Germany with a 
score of 16-8 in the final.

●	 Croatia’s Miran Maricic took the bronze medal. This was Patil’s second gold at the 
ongoing competition, having won the yellow metal in the 10m rifle mixed team event 
with Narmada Raju.

●	 Earlier, Rudrankksh qualified for the Ranking matches after finishing 7th in the qual-
ification round with a score of 629.3.

●	 After finishing in the first position in ranking matches, Rudrankksh qualified for the 
gold medal match.

●	 Other Indian shooters Divyansh Singh Panwar and Hriday Hazarika narrowly missed 
out on the qualification.

●	 With this, India’s medal tally in the World Cup has risen to four, including three gold. 

MoU signed between APEDA, Ministry of Commerce and Lulu Group at Dubai

●	 On February 21, 2023, Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Develop-
ment Authority (APEDA) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) at Dubai, 
with Lulu Hypermarket LLC for the promotion of millets in GCC countries.
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●	 The MoU was signed In the presence of Ambassador of India to UAE

●	 H. E. Sunjay Sudhir, Dr. M Angamuthu, Chairman, APEDA, Dr. Aman Puri, Consul Gen-
eral of India, Mr. M. A. Yusuff Ali, Chairman & Managing Director of LuLu Group Inter-
national (LLC), and other officers of the Mission, CGI & APEDA, The MoU was signed 
by Dr. Tarun Bajaj, Director, APEDA and Mr. Saleem for Lulu group.

●	 In order to popularise millet products and value added products around the world 
during the International Year of Millet 2023, APEDA is collaborating with Lulu Group, 
an international retail hypermarket chain with locations in several countries, to pro-
mote Indian nutritional millets and value added products in West Asia.

Railways to launch Guru Kripa Yatra with Bharat Gaurav Tourist Train from April 5

●	 Indian Railways is set to launch Guru Kripa Yatra from 5th April this year from Luc-
know with its exclusive Bharat Gaurav Tourist Train.

●	 During the eleven day holy tour, the pilgrims will visit the most prominent revered 
sites of Sikhism which includes the five Holy Takhts.

●	 The tour will include visit to Sri Kesgarh Sahib Gurudwara and Virasat-e-khalsa at 
Anandpur Sahib, Gurudwara Sri Patalpuri Sahib at Kiratpur Sahib, Gurudwara Sri 
Fatehgarh Sahib at Sirhind, Sri Akal Takht Sahib and Sri Harmandir Sahib at Amrit-
sar, Sri Damdama Sahib at Bathinda, Takht Sachkhand Sri Hazur Sahib at Nanded, 
Gurudwara Sri Guru Nanak Jhira Sahib at Bidar and Gurudwara Sri Harmandarji Sa-
hib at Patna.

●	 Railway Ministry said, passengers can Board and De-board at Lucknow, Sitapur, 
Pilibhit and Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh.

●	 IRCTC will operate this train with a composition of nine Sleeper Class Coaches, one 
AC-3 and one AC- 2Tier coach.

●	 IRCTC is offering the tour package across three categories namely - Standard, Supe-
rior and Comfort with total capacity of 678 passengers.
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India’s first agri chatbot Ama KrushAI launched in Odisha

●	 Governor of Odisha Prof. Ganeshi Lal launched India’s first AI Chatbot for the Agri-
cultural sector ‘Ama KrushAI’ at the valedictory session of ‘Krushi Odisha 2023’.

●	 Ama KrushAI chatbot will help the farmers with the best agronomic practices, in-
form them about government schemes, and loan products from more than 40 com-
mercial and cooperative banks.

●	 Ama KrushAI will run under a pilot project involving more than 10,000 farmers and 
will be implemented in full-fledged in the next two months.

●	 Addressing the gathering, the Governor urged farmers to take advantage of different 
schemes announced by the state government to promote agriculture and help the 
state prosper.

●	 While addressing the gathering Prof Lal informed that civilization started with agri-
culture and the superstructure of civilization is based on agriculture. Only a farmer 
can do the magic in agriculture.

●	 He stressed the need for coordinated efforts from all the stakeholders to help the 
farming community tide over the challenges they have been facing.

●	 Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’ Empowerment Ranendra Pratap Swain noted 
that agriculture is the only sector that was not at a halt during the pandemic times.

●	 Odisha is now self-sufficient in many crops. The state is the fourth largest rice pro-
ducer in the country and nearly self-sufficient in milk, egg, and fisheries.

Australia to host Malabar naval exercise for first time this August

●	 Malabar multilateral naval exercise will be hosted by Australia for the first time this 
year, which includes participation from India, Australia, Japan, and the United States.
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●	 With Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and Foreign Minister Penny Wong 
slated to visit India in early March, when new defence plans may be unveiled, the 
high level of bilateral interaction between the two countries will continue.

●	 Australia will host Malabar 2023, which is slated to take place in August, according 
to official sources. “Maybe Perth will host the exercise.

●	 But, a final decision has not yet been made because the details are still being worked 
out, according to two different authorities.

●	 On March 1 and 2, Ms. Wong will attend the G-20 Foreign Ministers conference, and 
on March 8, Mr. Albanese will travel to India on a bilateral visit.

●	 A few months have passed since the Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement 
went into effect before the visit.

Eknath Shinde-led Sena faction gets ‘bow and arrow’ symbol

●	 The Election Commission recognized the faction led by Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde as the real Shiv Sena and allocated it the bow and arrow symbol.

●	 In the order, the Election Commission informed that 40 MLAs backing Shinde got 
nearly 76% of the votes polled in favor of the 55 Shiv Sena candidates who had won 
their seats in the 2019 Maharashtra Assembly polls.

●	 On the other hand, the Uddhav Thackeray faction’s 15 MLAs got 23.5% of the votes 
polled, the three-member poll body said in a unanimous order.

●	 Meanwhile, 13 MPs of the Shinde faction got 73% of the total votes cast in Shiv Se-
na’s favor in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, while only 27% of the votes went to MPs 
from the Thackeray camp.

●	 The party had split in June after Eknath Shinde and a group of party MLAs rebelled 
against the former Maharashtra government – a coalition of the Shiv Sena, the Na-
tionalist Congress Party, and the Congress.

●	 After more than a week of political depression, the coalition was ousted from power 
as the Thackeray faction was reduced to a minority in the state Assembly.

●	 Shinde was sworn in as the chief minister of Maharashtra on June 30, while the 
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Bharatiya Janata Party’s Devendra Fadnavis took oath as his deputy.

Rajeev Singh Raghuvanshi appointed as the new Drug Controller General of India

●	 Rajeev Singh Raghuvanshi, former Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission secre-
tary-cum-scientific director has been appointed as the new Drug Controller General 
of India (DCGI), Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO).

●	 The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has recommended to the govern-
ment his name as the successor to Dr. V G Somani, whose extended tenure will end 
in mid-February.

●	 The recommendation was later approved by the Health Ministry, followed by ap-
proval of the Appointments Committee of Cabinet led by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

●	 Based on the assessment of bio-data of the eligible officers received and after hold-
ing personal talks with them on January 27 recommends Dr. Rajeev Singh Raghuvan-
shi for appointment to the post of Drug Controller (India) on a short-term contract 
basis.

●	 The DCGI heads the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) which is 
responsible for ensuring quality drug supply across the country.

●	 It also has the authority to give approval to new drugs and regulate clinical trials. 

Delhi Metro to launch virtual shopping app

●	 Delhi Metro Rail Corporation will soon launch India’s first virtual shopping app 
called Momentum 2.0 for metro commuters to purchase products, book services and 
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collect orders at the destination stations.

●	 The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation has revealed that the app will also provide fea-
tures such as instant recharge of metro smart cards and smart payment options for 
other utility services

●	 Momentum 2.0 will provide users direct access to custom-made services such as 
last-mile connectivity options, e-shopping, and digital lockers for quick and safe de-
liveries.

●	 The DMRC is in the process of installing digital lockers called smart boxes at select 
stations to deposit goods ordered through e-shopping.

●	 Commuters can also use the boxes on a payment basis, the DMRC added. In addition, 
users can get real-time information on the arrival time of trains, subject to opera-
tional feasibility, the location of platforms, and exit gates.

●	 The app will also offer information on shops, outlets, kiosks, and ATMs available at 
the stations.

SBI Allows Bhim-Based Real-Time Payment With Singapore

●	 The State Bank of India (SBI) announced a cooperation with PayNow, the city state’s 
online payment system, for cross-border payments, one day after a real-time pay-
ments system linkage was formed between India and Singapore utilizing the UPI 
platform.

●	 According to a statement from SBI, the capability is made available through the Bhim 
SBIPay mobile application.

●	 The linkage would provide fund transfers from India to Singapore using registered 
mobile numbers and from Singapore to India using the UPI ID.

●	 The G20‘s aims of promoting quicker, less expensive, and more transparent cross-bor-
der payments are closely aligned with the UPI-PayNow connectivity, which rep-
resents an important milestone in building an infrastructure for cross-border pay-
ments between the two nations.

●	 According to the World Bank’s bilateral remittances matrix, the two countries’ com-
bined inbound bilateral remittance in 2021 was approximately $949 million.
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●	 The first live cross-border transaction was carried out via the Bhim SBIPay app by 
RBI governor Shaktikanta Das and Ravi Menon, managing director of the Reserve 
Bank of India’s equivalent in the city state, the Monetary Authority of Singapore.

At the UAE’s defense expo, an Abu Dhabi defense firm signs an MOU with India’s HAL

●	 Hindustan Aeronautics (HAL), an aerospace company in India, and EDGE, the top 
defense company in the UAE, inked a Memorandum of Understanding at the Interna-
tional Defense Exhibition and Conference (IDEX).

●	 The Memorandum of Understanding is signed to examine potential areas of collab-
oration, such as collaborative development of missile systems and unmanned aerial 
vehicles (drones).

●	 Both businesses will also investigate the use of HAL’s tiny gas turbine engines on 
EDGE’s guided weapons, the use of EDGE’s GPS jamming and spoofing gear on HAL’s 
platforms, and chances for additional knowledge exchange.

●	 At EDGE and HAL’s top-notch facilities in the UAE and India, the two businesses will 
also look at cooperating on mission computers, training programmes, and the use of 
additive manufacturing of metallic parts.

●	 The MOU was signed at INDEX, which is known as one of the biggest tri-service de-
fence shows in the world by Dubai’s EDGE and India’s HAL.

●	 IDEX-2023 will be held in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, from February 20–24.

●	 Sunjay Sudhir, the Indian ambassador to the UAE, stopped by IDEX, the country’s 
premier defence exposition.

Seattle becomes first US city to ban caste discrimination
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●	 The Seattle City Council passed an ordinance adding caste to the list of protected 
classes in the city’s municipal code, along with groups like race, religion, and gender 
identity.

●	 Seattle created history by becoming the first US city to pass an explicit ban on caste-
based discrimination.

●	 Caste-oppressed people in the city are permitted to file complaints of discrimination 
under the law, which forbids caste discrimination in employment, housing, public 
facilities, and other settings.

●	 Caste prejudice and discrimination could spread more widely in the US as a result 
of South Asians being one of the immigrant groups with the fastest rate of growth in 
the country.

●	 But because caste oppressed individuals are a minority inside a minority in the Unit-
ed States, people who aren’t from South Asia might not be aware of the nuanced 
dynamics at work.

●	 The matter is already moving through the courts: A former employee of Cisco Sys-
tems is scheduled to present evidence that he was subjected to caste-based discrim-
ination.

UK overtakes India as the world’s sixth-biggest stock market

●	 This hasn’t happened since May 29, 2022, when the combined market capitalization 
of primary listings in the UK, excluding ETFs and ADRs, reached about $3.11 trillion 
on Tuesday, according to Bloomberg.

●	 This is $5.1 billion more than their Indian counterparts.

●	 The UK’s FTSE 350 Index, which consists of firms in the domestically oriented FTSE 
250 and FTSE 100, has increased 5.9% so far this year. Nifty 50 has decreased 3.5% 
thus far in 2023.

●	 The widely-traded Nifty fell to a four-month low and the benchmark Sensex plunged 
927 points as a result of sharp selling in heavyweight firms brought on by geopoliti-
cal and inflationary worries.
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●	 The major indices fell for a fourth straight day as a result of losses in global stocks 
and widespread selling ahead of the monthly expiry of options.

●	 The BSE Sensex fell 927.74 points, or 1.53%, to close at 59,744.98, its lowest level 
since February 1. Up to 29 Sensex stocks saw losses. It fell by 991.17 points or 1.63 
percent over the day to 59,681.55.

●	 The 50-issue NSE Nifty lost 272.40 points, or 1.53%, to close at 17,554.30, a four-
month low. 47 of its members also recorded negative closing prices.

Former Income Tax Chief Commissioner TCA Ramanujam passes away

●	 TCA Ramanujam, a retired chief commissioner of income taxes, lawyer, expert in 
Sanskrit, and BusinessLine columnist, passed away. He was 88.

●	 As Chief Commissioner of Income Tax until his retirement in 1992, Mr. Ramanujam 
also spent a year as a member of the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal.

●	 In 2002, he began his advocacy career again and served as a senior standing counsel 
for the Income Tax division.

●	 He graduated from Madras Law College with a law degree and an M.A. in Economics 
from Vivekananda College. In 1992, he started writing a tax column for The Indian 
Express, and in 1995, he did the same for BusinessLine.

●	 Along with his daughter Ms. Sangeetha, an attorney at the Madras High Court, he 
founded the journal part of the Income Tax Reporter as an erudite tax jurist.

Amazon to integrate SaaS and logistics services with ONDC in India
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●	 E-commerce giant Amazon announced that it will join the Indian government’s ONDC (Open Net-
work for Digital Commerce) platform, and as part of its initial collaboration will integrate its Smart 
Commerce and logistics services with the ONDC network.

●	 Amazon logistics services include pickup and delivery, while Smart Commerce is a suite of SaaS

(software-as-a-service) products hosted on AWS that can assist MSMEs build and scale their 
business and integrate it with the ONDC network.

●	 Amazon said it will continue to explore potential opportunities for a stronger integration with the 
ONDC network.

●	 ONDC is a non-profit organization set up by the commerce ministry’s Department for Promotion 
of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) to democratise e-commerce services and provide small 
e-commerce stores and online sellers with a level playing field.

Classical dance legend Kanak Rele passes away.

●	 Classical dance legend Kanak Rele passed away at the age of 85.

●	 The Mohiniyattam exponent, who was awarded the first Guru Gopinath National Puraskaram of 
the Government of Kerala.

●	 Kanak Rele was the founding director of the Nalanda Dance Research Institute, Mumbai and the 
founding principal of the Nalanda Dance Kala Mahavidyalaya.

●	 She played a major role in popularizing Mohiniyattam and making it globally prominent.

●	 Born on June 11, 1937, in Gujarat to Shivdas and Madhuri, Kanak Rele spent her childhood in San-
tiniketan, West Bengal.

●	 It was during this time that she turned to dance and became fascinated with Kathakali and Mohini-
yattam.

●	 At the age of seven, she learned Kathakali under Guru Karunakara Panicker.

●	 Kanak Rele, who loved Kerala and its art forms, studied Mohiniyattam under Kalamandalam Ra-
jalakshmi.

●	 Although she studied law at the University of Mumbai and obtained a diploma in international law 
from the University of Manchester, she chose dance as her field.
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Instagram founders open Artifact news app to everyone

●	 Artifact, a new artificial intelligence (AI)-powered personalized news feed application by Insta-
gram

co-founders Kevin Systrom and Mike Krieger, is available to everyone, along with new features.
●	 Now, anyone can download and use the new application and no waitlist or phone number is re-

quired.

●	 The application is available for both iOS and Android users.

●	 With the new version of the application, users can connect their contacts and see articles that are 
popular in their network.

●	 By connecting the contacts, people will start seeing articles with a special badge when they’ve 
been read by at least several of their contact.

●	 Moreover, the company also added another tool to help users visualize reading history.

●	 After reading 10 articles, users will be able to see statistics on what they read the most from their 
profile.

●	 Users will see a thumbs-down icon on every article page so that they can tell the company “why 
you don’t like an article or publisher and take action to see fewer articles like it or less from that 
publisher”.

In a first, CRPF to hold annual Raising Day in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar district

●	 The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) will hold its Raising Day function in the Bastar district of 
Chhattisgarh for the first time, a place that has been a hotbed of

left-wing extremism.

●	 The preparation for the celebration on March 19 will start in a few days.

●	 They are preparing the infrastructure. It will be held in Jagdalpur in a place called Karanpur — the 
headquarter of the 204 and 201 COBRA battalion.
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●	 The parade will happen there.

●	 It is about 15 km from Jagdalpur airport.

●	 Bastar along with other districts in Chhattisgarh such as Sukma, Dantewada, and Bijawara have 
witnessed major attacks by Maoist groups in the past prompting the paramilitary force to launch 
counter-offensive operations.

●	 The CRPF, which is the largest paramilitary force in the country, celebrated its 83rd CRPF Day in 
Jammu last year.

●	 In the CRPF, there are four zones – Jammu and Kashmir zone, Central Zone, the Northeast zone, 
and the Southern zone — each headed by a special director general.

●	 Under each zone, there are different sectors, each headed by an inspector general under whom 
there are several battalions.

Sergio Ramos announces Spain retirement, slams manager

●	 Spain’s most capped player Sergio Ramos has announced his retirement from international foot-
ball following a phone call with new manager Luis de la Fuente.

●	 Ramos, who was part of Spain’s World Cup and Euro winning teams, had represented Real Madrid 
in La Liga and now plays for PSG in Ligue 1.

●	 “The time has come, the time to say goodbye to the National Team, our beloved and exciting Red,” 
Ramos wrote.

●	 “This morning I received the call from the current coach who told me that he doesn’t count and 
that he won’t count on me, regardless of the level I can show or how I continue my sporting career.”

Sajjan Jindal to fight it out with global biz leaders for EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2022

●	 Sajjan Jindal, the chairman and managing director of JSW Group, was awarded as the EY Entrepre-
neur of the Year (EOY) 2022.
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●	 The seven-member jury led by former ICICI Bank chairman K V Kamath selected Jindal as the EOY 
2022 winner for his “exceptional entrepreneurial journey in scaling the global conglomerate with 
presence in steel, cement, infrastructure, energy, and paints to revenues of US$22 billion.

●	 Jindal has created a track record of executing large capital-intensive, technically complex, and 
state-of-the-art steel manufacturing facilities on principles of cost efficiency and operational ex-
cellence

●	 Mahesh Pratapneni, co-founder and group CEO of MedGenom, who was awarded in the startup 
category.

●	 IDFC First Bank MD V Vaidyanathan bagged the award in the financial services category;
●	 Borosil Group executive chairman Pradeep Kheruka in manufacturing;
●	 Safexpress MD Rubal Jain in services;
●	 Vedant Fashions chairman Ravi Modi in products & retail; and
●	 Gujarat Fluorochemicals MD Vivek Jain in business transformation category.

Union Minister Anurag Singh Thakur to inaugurate 3 day All-India Taekwondo Championship at IG 
Stadium in New Delhi

●	 Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Anurag Singh Thakur will inaugurate the three-day All-India 
Taekwondo Championship at Indira Gandhi Stadium in New Delhi on Friday.

●	 The Championship is being organized to mark 50 years of Korea-India diplomatic relations.

●	 At the inauguration ceremony, MOU will be signed in the field of sports exchange between the two 
countries and special performances, Korean dance, Taekwondo demonstration, and K-pop cover 
dance by performance teams from Korea National Sport University.

●	 The Korean Cultural Centre, India is co-hosting this Championship with the Sports Authority of 
India under the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports of India and Korea National Sport University 
in celebration of the 50th anniversary of Korea-India diplomatic relations in 2023.

Joe Biden nominates former Mastercard CEO Ajay Banga to become president of World Bank

●	 United States President Joe Biden has nominated former Mastercard CEO Ajay Banga to become 
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president of the World Bank, praising his background in business in his native India and his dedi-
cation to securing private funding to assist developing nations deal with climate change.

●	 Banga, 63, who is now a US citizen, would almost certainly have a position overseeing billions of 
dollars in funding as a result of Biden’s nomination on Thursday, placing someone with strong ties 
to developing markets in charge of the financial institution.

Lt Gen RS Reen takes over as Director General Quality Assurance

●	 Lt Gen RS Reen took over as Director General Quality Assurance on February 24, 2023.

●	 A 1986-batch officer, Lt Gen Reen is an alumnus of the Indian Military Academy, Dehradun.

●	 The Officer had completed his BE (Electrical) from the National Institute of Technology, Srinagar, 
Specialisation in Radio Engineering and post-graduation in Communication Engineering from MC 
EME, Secunderabad.

●	 He was a senior faculty at the Defence Institute of Quality Assurance, Bengaluru.

●	 In addition, the Officer is a certified Six Sigma Black Belt from Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata.

●	 He has done certification in Reliability Engineering from IIT, Kharagpur and is a Qualified Lead 
Auditor in Quality Management System & Integrated Management System from Bureau Veritas, 
Bengaluru.

●	 The Officer has headed a Senior Quality Assurance Estt., Brig at Headquarters, Directorate General 
of Quality Assurance (DGQA) and was Controller (Missile System) in Secunderabad.

●	 The Officer headed the DQA(L) as Additional Director General (Electronics) at HQ DGQA, New Del-
hi.

●	 The DGQA is an Inter-Service Organisation functioning under the Department of Defence Produc-
tion in the Ministry of Defence.

SC will have ‘neutral citation’ system, says CJI Chandrachud
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●	 The Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud announced that the Supreme Court has launched “neu-
tral citations” of judgments to ensure a uniform pattern of citing its decisions.

●	 Earlier, the Supreme court informed that steps had been taken for the introduction and implemen-
tation of a uniform, reliable and secure methodology for identifying and citing decisions in the 
apex court, namely the neutral citations system, to ensure a uniform pattern of citing all decisions 
of the top court.

●	 The bench led by the CJI assembled to hear urgent mentioning of matters for listing, and the CJI 
announced that all judgments of the top court would have neutral citations.

●	 The Chief Justice of India informed that they have launched neutral citations. All judgments of the 
court will have neutral citations,” adding that around 30,000 verdicts of the apex court would have 
neutral citations.

●	 He also noted that hopefully, the HCs would also follow suit. The top court was using machine 
learning tools, which would translate its verdicts into Indian languages.

Financial crime watchdog FATF suspends Russia over Ukraine war

●	 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), a global organization that monitors financial crime, sus-
pended Russia’s membership after finding that Moscow (Russia)‘s conflict in Ukraine breached the 
FATF’s principles.

●	 FATF is an intergovernmental organization created to fight money laundering and the financing 
of terrorism by establishing international standards and monitoring their observance by nations.

●	 Ukraine expressed its appreciation for the FATF’s decision to suspend Russia but also stated that it 
will keep working with FATF members to further penalise and blacklist Moscow.

●	 As part of its efforts to exert pressure on Moscow, whose invasion began its second year, Ukraine 
has repeatedly called for Russia to be excluded from the organization.

●	 Russia is still a member, despite the fact that it has been suspended.
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PM Modi to inaugurate ‘Baarisu Kannada Dim Dimava’ cultural festival at Talkatora Stadium in Delhi

●	 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the ‘Barisu Kannada Dim Dimava cultural festival at 
Talkatora Stadium in Delhi on 25th February 2023.

●	 Prime Minister Modi addressed the gathering on the occasion.

●	 ‘Barisu Kannada Dim Dimava’ cultural festival is being organized to celebrate Karnataka’s culture, 
traditions, and history.

●	 It is in line with the Prime Minister’s vision of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’.

●	 The festival, being held under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, will provide an opportunity 
for hundreds of artists to showcase Karnataka’s cultural heritage through dance, music, drama, 
and poetry

●	 The “Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat” scheme was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Ekta Diwas, 31st October 2015, on the occasion of the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabh Bhai 
Patel draws inspiration from the life of India’s freedom fighter.

●	 The scheme was launched to celebrate the cultural vibrancy of India while establishing a strong 
mechanism to inculcate nationalism and cultural awareness among the citizens of our nation.

In a first, Indian submarine INS Sindhukesari docks in Indonesia

●	 In line with the expanding military cooperation with South East Asian nations, an Indian Navy Kilo 
class conventional submarine, INS Sindhukesari, docked in Jakarta, Indonesia, for the first time.

●	 The submarine, which was on operational deployment, travelled through the Sunda Strait and 
undertook the maiden docking in Indonesia for Operational Turnaround (OTR).

●	 Naval ships regularly make port calls to countries in the region.

●	 The OTR in Jakarta, over 2,000 nautical miles away from its home base in Visakhapatnam, signifi-
cantly expands the area operational reach of the submarine arm near crucial shipping lanes and 
the strategic Malacca Strait.

●	 In the past, Indonesia gave access to its Sabang port to Indian Naval ships for operational turn-
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around.

●	 India has steadily expanded its defense and security cooperation with countries in the region, 
many of which are engaged in disputes with China in the South China Sea.

●	 In recent years, India has signed logistics support agreements with several countries to enhance 
reach and sustenance of military assets while deployed far from home.
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