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National News
1. National Small Matchbox Manufacturers increases price of
matchbox Rs.2-/-

● National Small Matchbox Manufacturers Association has
increased the price of a matchbox from Rs.1 to Rs. 2 per
box. This will come into effect from December 01, 2021.
● The increase in the price of matchbox has been done after
14 years since last increase in 2007 from 50 paise to Re. 1.
● However, with the increase in the price of matchboxes, the
number of matchsticks in each box has also been
increased from 36 matchsticks to 50 matchsticks.
● The increase in price was necessary as the price of all the
14 key raw materials of the matchstick has increased.
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2. Two-day apple festival to be held in Kashmir
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● Union Agriculture Minister, Narendra Singh Tomar and Lt
Governor, Manoj Sinha has virtually inaugurated Apple
Festival, organized for the first time in Srinagar, Jammu
and Kashmir.
● It will provide a better platform to apple growers and other
stakeholders.
● With an annual production of more than 2 million metric
tonnes, apple from J&K contributes to 87% of the national
production and is linked to the livelihood of about 30% of
the population of Jammu and Kashmir.

3. Public Affairs Index rankings: kerala at the top.
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● Karnataka dropped three places to be adjudged seventh in
the Public Affairs Index (PAI) 2021 which analyses
governance by looking into growth, equity and
sustainability indicators.
● While the state was fourth last year, this year it is behind
Kerala (1.618), Tamil Nadu (0.897), Telangana (0.891),
Chhattisgarh (0.0872), Gujarat (0.782) and Punjab (0.643),
with an index score of 0.121.
● Public Affairs Index (PAI 2021) ranks the states and Union
Territories based on three pillars of equity, growth and
sustainability along with 5 themes, 14 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and 43 indicators.

4. Truecaller partners with Indian Railways to build trust in
communication for passengers
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● Indian Railway Catering & Tourism Corporation Limited
(IRCTC) has partnered with Truecaller India to provide
passengers with greater trust in communication.
● This partnership aims to reduce fraud in the railways.
Under this partnership, the integrated National Railways
Helpline 139 has been verified by Truecaller Business
Identity solutions.
● IRCTC Founded: 27th September 1999
● IRCTC Headquarters: New Delhi
● IRCTC CMD (Additional Charge): Rajni Hasija.
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Banking News
5. Kotak Mahindra Bank partnered NPCI to launch Rupay Credit
Cards ‘Veer’
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● Private lender Kotak Mahindra Bank on Thursday
announced that it has partnered with the National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) to launch credit
cards on the RuPay platform.
● "The first credit card to be introduced by Kotak on the
RuPay network is the 'Veer' credit card for the armed
forces," the bank said in a release.
● The launch of Veer credit card for the armed forces marks
Kotak’s 1st credit card under the RuPay network.
● The credit card is available in two variants as Kotak RuPay
Veer Platinum and Kotak RuPay Veer Select.
● These contactless cards come with a zero joining fee and
provide multiple exciting benefits to cardholders.
● Kotak Mahindra Bank Founded: 2003
● Kotak Mahindra Bank Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra
● Kotak Mahindra Bank MD & CEO: Uday Kotak

6. ADB approves $250 million loan for India’s National Industrial
Corridor.
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● The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a USD
250 million (about Rs 1,875 crore) loan to support India’s
National Industrial Corridor Development Program (NICDP).
● This is the first subprogram of the programmatic USD 500
million loans to develop 11 industrial corridors spanning 17
states.
● NICDP aims to develop world-class industrial nodes that
are supported by efficient urban agglomerations and
multimodal connectivity, including international gateways
like ports and airports and inclusive, climate-resilient, and
sustainable infrastructure.
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7. Govt approves 8.5% interest rate on EPF for FY21
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● Ministry of Finance has approved the interest rate on
employees’ provident fund (EPF) deposits for 2020-21 at
8.5%. The rate has been kept unchanged as for the year
2019-20.
● EPF is one fixed-income instrument that is completely
tax-free under the exempt-exempt-exempt (EEE) regime,
along with PPF and the Sukanya Samriddhi Account.
● Now the labour ministry will notify the interest rate for it to
come into effect.
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Appointments
8. Isha Ambani appointed on the Board of Trustees of the
prestigious Smithsonian’s National Museum of Asian Art
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● The appointment is for 4 years.
● Apart from Isha Ambani, Carolyn Brehm, founder and CEO
of the consulting firm Brehm Global Ventures LLC and
lecturer, and Peter Kimmelman, also joined the board.
Antoine van Agtmael is the chair of the museum’s board of
trustees.
● The museum collection of Asian art includes more than
45,000 objects, dating from the Neolithic period to the
present, originating from the ancient Near East to China,
● Japan, Korea, South and Southeast Asia and the Islamic
world. Opened as the Freer Gallery of Art in 1923, the
museum will celebrate its centennial in 2023.
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Important Days
9. International Day to End Impunity:2nd November
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● The International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against
Journalists is an UN-recognized day observed annually on
2 November.
● The day draws attention to the low global conviction rate
for violent crimes against journalists and media workers,
estimated at only one in every ten cases.
● The United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 2
November as the ‘International Day to End Impunity for
Crimes against Journalists’ in General Assembly
Resolution A/RES/68/163.
● The Resolution urged the Member States to implement
definite measures countering the present culture of
impunity.
● The date was chosen in commemoration of the
assassination of two French journalists in Mali on 2
November 2013.

International News
10. Vax is the Oxford English Dictionary word of the year for 2021
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● ‘Vax’ has been chosen as the word of the year by the
Oxford English Dictionary (OED) in 2021.
● Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, words related to vaccines
saw a surge in 2021, including terms like double-vaxxed,
unvaxxed and anti-vaxxer.
● The word was first recorded in English in 1799 and comes
from the Latin word "vacca", for cow, as it was an
experimental treatment for cowpox.

