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Sports News
1. Kidambi Srikanth bags historic silver in BWF World Championships in
Spain

•

•
•

In Badminton, Kidambi Srikanth bagged a historic silver medal after losing to Loh Kean Yew of
Singapore 15-21, 20-22 in the Men’s singles final of BWF World Championships at Huelva in Spain this
evening. Srikanth is the first Indian to finish runners-up.
Former World Number one, Srikanth yesterday etched his name in the history books after becoming
the first Indian men’s badminton player to reach the singles final of a World Championships.
In a historic all-Indian semifinal, Srikanth defeated compatriot Lakshya Sen 17-21, 21-14, 21-17 last
night in a thrilling contest that lasted an hour and nine minutes. Lakshya finished with the bronze
medal.
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•
•

This is the first time that India got two medals in the men’s singles in the same edition of the Badminton
World championships.
Before this, India got two bronze medals in the Men’s singles at the Badminton world championships
with Prakash Padukone in 1983 and B Sai Praneeth in 2019.

National News
2. ISRO signed six agreements with four countries for launching foreign
satellites

•
•

•
•

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has signed six agreements with four countries for
launching foreign satellites during 2021-2023.
About 132 million Euros would be earned through the launching of these foreign satellites on a
commercial basis. The ISRO-Indian space agency, founded in 1969 to develop an independent Indian
space program.
Minister of State for Atomic Energy and Space Dr Jitendra Singh has said that ISRO has launched a total
of 342 satellites from 34 countries since 1999.
ISRO through its commercial arm, New Space India Limited (NSIL), has been launching satellites
belong to other countries from Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).

3. Jharkhand CM launched SAHAY scheme for maoist-hit areas
•

•

The Chief Minister of Jharkhand, Hemant Soren has launched a Sports Action toward Harnessing
Aspiration of Youth (SAHAY) scheme aimed at nurturing young sporting talents in Maoist-hit districts
of the state.
This scheme has been launched to curb the Left Wing Extremism (LWE) which affected 19 of the state’s
24 districts.
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•
•
•

Boys and girls in the 14-19 age group from villages to ward level will be registered under the scheme and
will be given opportunities to display their skills in basketball, volleyball, hockey and athletics.
Chief Minister of Jharkhand: Hemant Soren
Governor: Ramesh Bais.

24. YouGov: PM Modi world’s 8th most admired man in 2021

•
•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has ranked 8th on the list of the world’s top 20 most admired men, in a
survey carried out by data analytics company YouGov.
PM Modi is ahead of Shah Rukh Khan, Amitabh Bachchan and Virat Kohli.
The list has been compiled taking feedback from 42,000 people in 38 countries.
RankPersonality, Barack Obama, Bill Gates, Xi Jinping, Cristiano Ronaldo, Jackie Chan, Elon Musk,
Lionel Messi, Narendra Modi, Vladimir Putin, Jack Ma
4

www.plutusacademy.com

5. Piyush Goyal inaugurates Packaged Drinking Water Test Facility at
National Test House in Ghaziabad

•
•
•

Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution Minister Piyush Goyal today inaugurated the Packaged
Drinking Water Test Facility at National Test House, Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh.
Addressing the Board of Directors, Mr Goyal lauded the National Test House for taking a leap of
technology to usher in quality assessment and assurance.
Stressing on Prime Minister’s principle of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas, Mr
Goyal said, we should test the goods in such a way that they carry Zero Defect and testing shall be
acceptable worldwide.

Defence News
6. Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav: DRDO conducts flight demonstration of
Controlled Aerial Delivery System
•
•

•
•

Aerial Delivery Research and Development Establishment (ADRDE) in Agra has conducted a flight
demonstration of Controlled Aerial Delivery System of 500 kg capacity (CADS-500).
ADRDE, Agra is an R&D laboratory of Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and
the flight demonstration is part of a series of activities organised towards celebrating Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, commemorating 75 years of Independence.
The CADS-500 is used for precise delivery of payload upto 500 kgs at predetermined location by making
use of manoeuvrable capabilities of Ram Air Parachute.
It uses Global Positioning System for the coordinates, altitude and heading sensors for the heading
information during its flight.
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•

The CADS, with its onboard electronics unit, autonomously steers its flight path using waypoint
navigation towards target location by operating controls.

7. Indian Navy’s stealth destroyer Mormugao begins her maiden sea sortie;
To be commissioned by mid-2022

•
•
•

Indian Navy conducted the maiden sea trials for Mormugao, the second indigenous stealth destroyer of
the P15B class yesterday.
Built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDSL), the ship has been named after the port town in Goa.
The Mormugao was launched in September 2016 when the late Manohar Parrikar was the defence
minister.
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•
•
•

The Indian Navy plans to commission the stealth destroyer in mid-2022 when it will be known as INS
Mormugao.
Mormugao will add significantly to the Indian Navy’s combat capabilities. The sea trials come less than
a month after the recent commissioning of INS Visakhapatnam, the first of the P15B contract.
The fourth P75 submarine INS Vela was also commissioned in November and starting sea trials of
Mormugao is testimony to the cutting-edge capabilities of MDSL.

Books and Authors
8. A book on Yogi Adityanath “The Monk Who Transformed Uttar Pradesh”
released

•

•

The book titled “The Monk Who Transformed Uttar Pradesh: How Yogi Aditynath Changed UP Waala
Bhaiya’ abuse to a Badge of Honour”, authored by Shantanu Gupta. A new book chronicles how Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath transformed the state in various aspects like law and order,
connectivity, education, health infrastructure, and overall growth.
Gupta’s previously authored books include “BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY: Past, Present and Future:
Story of the World’s Largest Political Party” (2019) and “The Monk Who Became Chief Minister” (2017).

Important Days
9. Goa’s Liberation Day 2021
•

Goa Liberation Day is observed on 19 December every year in India and it marks the day Indian armed
forces freed Goa in 1961 following 450 years of Portuguese rule.
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•
•
•

•

•
•
•

The year 2021 marks the 60 years of Goa’s independence.
Goa Liberation Day is marked by an abundance of events and festivities in Goa though this time because
of the pandemic the celebrations are expected to be muted.
The Portuguese refused to give up their hold over Goa and other Indian territories. Following a myriad
of unsuccessful negotiations and diplomatic efforts with the Portuguese, the former prime minister of
India, Jawaharlal Nehru, decided that military intervention was the only option.
The 36-hour military operation, conducted from December 18, 1961, was code-named ‘Operation
Vijay’ meaning ‘Operation Victory,’ and involved attacks by the Indian Navy, Indian Air Force and
Indian Army.
Goa Capital: Panaji.
Governor of Goa: P.S. Sreedharan Pillai.
Chief Minister of Goa: Pramod Sawant.
By Sameer Singhal

Appointment News
1. Leftist Gabriel Boric to become Chile’s youngest president
•
•
•

In Chile, Gabriel Boric, 35 years old former student leader and Leftist will become country’s youngest
President after he won a presidential runoff election on Sunday.
According to the Electoral Service of Chile, out of 99.95% of ballots counted, Boric won with 55.87% of
the vote, securing victory over his right-wing opponent, Jose Antonio Kast.
A native of Punta Arenas, in Chile’s far south, Boric as a student led the Federation of Students at the
University of Chile in Santiago. He rose to prominence leading protests in 2011 demanding improved
and cheaper education.
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•

By 2014, still in his 20s, he had joined the National Congress as a lower-house legislator, representing
Chile’s vast and sparsely populated southernmost region of Magallanes.Boric will be sworn in as
President on March 11.

2. Karl Nehammer sworn in as Chancellor of Austria

•

Karl Nehammer was sworn in as new Austria’s chancellor by Alexander Van der Bellen, President of
Austria in a ceremony in Hofburg Palace, Vienna, Austria.
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•
•
•
•
•

He is succeeding the career diplomat Alexander Schallenberg who took charge as chancellor in October
2021.
He is the 3rd person to hold the role of Austria’s Chancellor in the last two months. Nehammer, from the
ruling conservative Austrian People’s Party (ÖVP), was formerly the country’s interior minister.
Austria Capital: Vienna
Austria Currency: Euro
Austria President: Alexander Van der Bellen.

3. Pradeep Kumar Rawat appointed India’s next Ambassador to China

•
•
•

Pradeep Kumar Rawat has been appointed India’s next Ambassador to China.
Mr Rawat, currently India’s Ambassador to the Netherlands, will replace Vikram Misri, who completed
his three-year term earlier this month and has left for Delhi.
Mr Rawat, a Mandarin-speaking career diplomat, will take up the assignment shortly in Beijing.

4. Mohit Jain Elected As New President Of Indian Newspaper Society
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•
•

•
•

Mohit Jain of The Economic Times has been elected President of The Indian Newspaper Society for the
year C2021-22. He succeeds L. Adimoolam of Health & The Antiseptic.
While K. Raja Prasad Reddy (Sakshi) was elected the deputy president, Rakesh Sharma (Aaj Samaj) was
the vice-president and Tanmay Maheshwari (Amar Ujala) was elected the honorary treasurer of the
Society for 2021-22.
The Indian Newspaper Society Founded: 27 February 1939
The Indian Newspaper Society Headquarters location: New Delhi.

International News
5. Malta Becomes First E.U. Country to Legalize Marijuana

•

•
•
•
•
•

Malta on Tuesday became the first country in the European Union to agree to formally legalize the use
and growing of marijuana for recreational purposes, the latest sign of a more liberal approach to the
substance being taken in the bloc in recent years.
The Maltese parliament voted in favour of the reform last week, with 36 votes in favour and 27 against.
Cannabis, also known as marijuana among other names, is a psychoactive drug from the Cannabis
plant.
Native to Central and South Asia, the cannabis plant has been used as a drug for both recreational and
entheogenic purposes and in various traditional medicines for centuries.
Malta Capital: Valletta
Malta Currency: Euro.
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Important Days
6. JAG Department celebrates 38th Corps Day today

•

•
•

•

The Judge Advocate General or JAG Department, the judicial and legal wing of the Indian Army that
deals with the dispensation of justice to all ranks is celebrating with traditional gaiety and fervor its 38th
Corps Day today.
The Corps day is celebrated on 21st December as it was this day when in 1949, the Bill for the Army Act
was introduced in the Parliament.
In his message on the occasion of the Corps Day 2021, Major General Praveen Kumar, the Judge
Advocate General, lauded contribution of his department to the cause of justice and extended his good
wishes to all personnel and their families.
Mentioning about the challenging time of Covid pandemic, Major General Praveen Kumar said that in
the dreadful time of pandemic also his department performed its duties sincerely and relentlessly

Banking News
7. ICICI Pru first insurer to sign UNPRI on ESG issues
•

•
•

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance became the first Indian insurance company to sign United Nationssupported Principles for Responsible Investment (UNPRI), to demonstrate commitment towards the
environmental, social and governance (ESG) issues.
In order to promote sustainability, IPRULIFE is integrating ESG factors into its investment management
framework.
Climate change is impacting lives and livelihoods around us and as one of the largest domestic financial
institutions in the country, it is incumbent on us to act proactively and responsibly on ESG factors to
save the planet.”
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•
•
•

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance Established: 2000
ICICI Prudential Life Insurance Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra
ICICI Prudential Life Insurance CEO & MD: Narayanan Srinivasa Kannan.

National News
8. Tamil Nadu announced ‘Tamil Thaai Vaazhthu’ as state song

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tamil Nadu government has announced ‘Tamil Thaai Vaazhthu’ as the state anthem.
It should be sung before the start of any functions in all educational institutions, universities, government
offices, and public sector undertakings.
The decision comes in the wake of the Madras High Court recently ruling that ‘Tamil Thai Vaazhthu’ is
a prayer song and not an anthem.
The ‘Tamil Thai Vaazhthu’ enjoy official status since 1970. It is the official song of the union territory of
Puducherry as well.
Tamil Nadu Governor: R.N.Ravi
Tamil Nadu State Dance: Bharathanatyam.
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister: MK Stalin

13

www.plutusacademy.com

9. India ranking in global scam report goes up to 4th position: Truecaller

•

•
•
•
•

Spam call rates in India have spiked again, with the country moving up in global rankings from 9th
position to 4th position owing to a significant in sales and telemarketing calls in 2021, according to the
latest insights by callerID, spam detection and blocking company, Truecaller.
The top three countries in the world with maximum spam based calls were Brazil, Peru and Ukraine.
Truecaller Established: 1 July 2009
Truecaller Chairmen: Bing Gordon
Truecaller Headquarters: Stockholm, Sweden.
By Sameer Singhal

International News
1. 66-million-year-old dinosaur embryo found in China
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•
•
•
•
•

The embryo is believed to be a toothless theropod dinosaur, or oviraptorosaur,
It has been named Baby Yingliang.
The discovery of embryos has also provided researchers a greater understanding of the link between
dinosaurs and modern birds.
The fossil shows that, embryo was in a curled position called “tucking”.
This behavior is seen among birds, shortly before they hatch. It also indicates that tucking behavior in
modern birds has evolved and originated from their dinosaur ancestors.

National News
2. Karnataka: Police invite applications from transgenders; community
members happy about decision

•

•
•
•

In a landmark move, the police department invited applications from the members of the transgender
community for the post of special reserve sub-inspector in Karnataka State Reserve Police (KSRP) and
Indian Reserve Battalion (IRB).
The police department has kept five of 70 seats reserved for transgenders, the notification for which was
issued on Monday. The eligible candidates can apply online till January 18.
Karnataka police department is also recruiting both men and women by giving them equal opportunities.
There was reservation for women in police department, three-four decades back. But now the department
aims to reach 25 per cent of women in the police force.
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3. Delhi Police chief launches project for safety, security of children

•
•
•

Delhi Police Commissioner Rakesh Asthana on Monday launched Project ‘Abhaya’, a joint initiative of
the force and an NGO for safety and security of girls, officials said here.
Abhaya means “one who is fearless”, and the joint initiative by the Delhi Police and NGO Shakti
Foundation is aimed at empowering, educating and making children aware,
According to data shared by the Delhi Police, its conviction rate in rape cases is 47.25 per cent against
a national average of 39.3 per cent, in molestation cases, it is 47.32 per cent against 27.9 per cent, in
kidnapping cases, it is 40 per cent against 35.6 per cent, in outraging modesty cases, it is 50 per cent
against 27.7 per cent, in POCSO cases, it is 79.12 per cent against 39.6 per cent, and in dowry death
cases, its conviction rate is 100 per cent.

4. GoI & German Bank signed Euro 442.26 mn loan for Surat Metro Rail Project
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•
•
•

Government of India and the Germany Development BankKfW (Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau)
signed a 26 million euros loan for a 40.35 km Surat Metro Rail project in Gujarat.
The total cost of the project is Euro 1.50 billion, out of which KfW is financing Euro 442.26 million.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had launched the Ahmedabad Metro Rail Project Phase-II and the
Surat Metro Rail Project in January this year. The project is aimed at reducing traffic congestion and
long delays on major travel corridors in Surat city and urban areas.

5. Punjab CM gave tag of ‘state festival’ to Jagannath Rath Yatra

•
•
•

•
•

The Chief Minister of Punjab, Charanjit Singh Channi has declared Lord Krishna Balram Jagannath
Rath Yatra as an annual state festival.
The announcement for the same was made during flagging off the 25th Shri Lord Krishna Balram
Jagannath Rath Yatra.
He also announced a grant of Rs 2.51 crore for the Iskcon Temple in Ludhiana, Punjab. Notably, Punjab
Government is also developing the Bhagavad Gita and Ramayana Research Centre on a 20-acre land in
Patiala.
Punjab Chief minister: Charanjit Singh Channi
Punjab Governor: Banwarilal Purohit.

6. CM Patnaik inaugurates Odisha’s longest bridge over Mahanadi
•
•

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on Monday inaugurated the state’s longest bridge over Mahanadi
river at Gopinathpur in Cuttack district.
The 3.4-km-long bridge, connecting Singhanath Pitha and Baideswar in Cuttack district, will reduce the
distance by 45 km, benefitting around five lakh people.
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Obituary News
7. Former SC Judge Justice GT Nanavati Who Headed ‘2002 Godhra Riots’
passes away

•
•
•

Justice Girish T Nanavati, the retired Supreme Court judge who headed the inquiry commissions into
the 1984 anti-Sikh riots and the 2002 Gujarat riots, passed away at his home in Ahmedabad on Saturday.
He was 87.Nanavati had been suffering from lung fibrosis and died following a heart attack.
In his inquiry report in the 2002 riots, submitted in two parts — one in 2008 on the Sabarmati Express
fire in which 59 people, mostly kar sevaks returning from Ayodhya, were killed; and another in 2014 on
the riots that followed the incident, which was made public in 2019 — Justice Nanavati gave a clean chit
to then Gujarat chief minister Narendra Modi
18
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Appointment News
8. Rishabh Pant named as Uttarakhand’s brand ambassador

•
•
•
•

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami has announced that Indian wicket-keeper batsman
Rishabh Pant has been appointed as the brand ambassador of the state.
The 24-year Pant, who was rested for the New Zealand Tests, is currently in South Africa as the Indian
Team is all set to face Proteas in the three-match Test series, starting December 26.
Uttarakhand Governor: Lt Gen Gurmit Singh
Uttarakhand Chief minister: Pushkar Singh Dhami.

Important Days
9. National Mathematics Day : 22 December 2021
•
•
•
•
•
•

The day is celebrated to commemorate the birth anniversary of Mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan.
This year nation celebrates his 134th birth anniversary of Ramanujan.
The main objective behind the celebration of National Mathematics Day is to make people aware of the
development of mathematics and its importance in the growth of humanity.
Srinivasa Ramanujan was born on December 22, 1887 at Erode, Tamil Nadu in a Tamil Brahmin Iyengar
family.
Ramanujan studied at the Government College in Kumbakonam in 1903. In college, he failed exams
due to his negligence for non-mathematical subjects.
In 1912, Ramanujan started working as a clerk in the Madras Port Trust.
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•
•

Ramanujan joined Trinity College a few months before World War I began. In 1916, he received a
Bachelor of Science (BSc) degree. He was elected to the London Mathematical Society in 1917.
Ramanujan returned to India in 1919. A year later, he breathed his last at the age of 32.

By Sameer Singhal

Important News
1. Nation celebrates National Farmers Day: 23 December
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•

•
•
•
•

Today is Kisan Diwas or National Farmers’ Day. Kisan Diwas is celebrated throughout the country on
this date (23rd December) to commemorate the birth anniversary of the fifth Prime Minister of India,
Chaudhary Charan Singh.
In addition, the day is celebrated in honour of the contribution of Indian farmers and to glorify their
importance in the country.
The decision was taken in 2001 by the government to recognize Chaudhary Charan Singh’s contribution
to the upliftment of farmers, and the development of the agriculture sector.
Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu has paid tributes to former Prime Minister Chaudhary Charan Singh
on his birth anniversary.
He said that Chaudhary Charan Singh was a champion of farmer rights. Mr. Naidu has also expressed
gratitude to the industrious farmers on Kisan Diwas. He said that they are the cornerstone of India’s
food security.

National News
2. UP govt to launch ‘Free Smartphone Yojna’ on Dec 25

•

•
•
•
•
•

The Yogi Adityanath government in Uttar Pradesh is set to launch the ambitious ‘Free Smartphone
Yojana on December 25, which is the birth anniversary of senior BJP leader and former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
Under the scheme, the state government will distribute smartphones and tablets to final year students
of graduation and above.
Students with 60 per cent and above can apply for the scheme.
The annual income of the family should not be above 2 lakh per annum.
Uttar Pradesh Capital: Lucknow
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister: Yogi Adityanath● Uttar Pradesh Governor: Anandiben Patel.
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3. PM Jan Dhan Yojna accounts surpass the 44-cr mark

•
•
•
•
•

The total number of beneficiaries under the Centre’s financial inclusion scheme, Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), has crossed the 44 crore mark.
The total number of accounts opened under PMJDY stood at 44.05 crores, with a total balance of
`1,47,812 crore as on December 8.
Uttar Pradesh tops the list with the highest number of accounts followed by Bihar. Since its launch in
014, the scheme has been steadily expanding its base.
The PMJDY was launched on August 28, 2014, with an aim to provide universal access to banking
facilities to the people in the country.
According to the Reserve Bank of India’s guidelines, savings and current accounts will be classified as
dormant if there are no transactions in the account for two years.

Sports News
4. Hockey: India wins bronze, Korea lift the Asian Champions trophy in
Dhaka
•

•
•

The five-nation tournament came to an end with two matches being played on the last day of the game.
India defeated Pakistan 4-3 to secure the bronze medal while Korea defeated Japan 4-2 to emerge Asian
Champions.
In the final match, Korea fought back brilliantly to come up with the victory in the match after trailing
behind Japan.
Korea scored the equalizer in almost the last second of the match to force the game to be continued into
the penalty shoot-out. Korean Jang Jonghyun scored two goals in the last 5 minutes to bring the score
level at 3-3.
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•

The Korean goalkeeper showed extraordinary skill and agility to deny two goals to the Japanese during
the penalty shoot-out and bring the trophy to Korea with a 4-2 win over Japan.

5. Bangladesh lifts U-19 SAFF Championship trophy beating India by solitary
goal

•
•

•
•

Bangladesh has lifted SAFF U-19 Women’s Championship defeating India by a solitary goal in Dhaka
on Wednesday evening.
Anai Mogini’s eighty-first strike earned them yet another SAFF U-19 Championship. The Bangladeshi
team was dominant from the first minute and they could have got the lead earlier. But some heroic
defending from the Indians kept them at bay. Finally in a misjudgment from Anshika gave the matchwinner.
The Indian defence showed their heart but couldn’t hold on.
India had lost 0-1 to table topper Bangladesh earlier in the tournament and finished second in the
tournament with nine points.
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Books and Authors
6. Agriculture minister releases book titled “Spices Statistics at a Glance
2021”

•
•
•
•
•

Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar has released the book titled Spices Statistics at a Glance
2021’.
The book is a compendium of all the spices statistics like area, production, productivity, export, import,
price and value of output of various spices produced in the country.
The book has been published by the Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development, the nodal agency
for collection and compilation of area and production estimates of spices at the National level.
The book highlights the growth achieved in spices sector during the last seven years.
Spices production in the Country has grown from over 67 lakh tonnes in 2014-15 to over 106 lakh
tonnes in 2020-21 with an annual growth rate of 7.9 percent.

Banking News
7. IOCL acquired 4.93% stake in Indian Gas Exchange
•
•

Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) has announced that it has acquired a 4.93 per cent equity share
in Indian Gas Exchange Limited – the country’s first automated national level gas exchange.
The Board of Indian Oil at its meeting held on 20 December 2021 has accorded approval for the
acquisition of 36,93,750 equity shares of the face value of Rs. 10/- each equivalent to 4.93 per cent of the
share capital in Indian Gas Exchange Limited
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•
•
•
•

The acquisition of an equity stake in IGX is a strategic opportunity for the country’s top oil refiner to
become part of India’s natural gas market. IGX is a subsidiary of the Indian Energy Exchange (IEX).
Indian Oil Corporation Limited Chairperson: Shrikant Madhav Vaidya
Indian Oil Corporation Limited Headquarters: New Delhi
Indian Oil Corporation Limited Founded: 30 June 1959.

8. Bank of Baroda grabbed top spot in Digital Payments
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•
•

•
•
•
•

Bank of Baroda has announced it has won the #1 position in overall digital transactions amongst large
banks for FY20-21.
The bank showed the exceptional growth of digital payment transactions achievement and was felicitated
by the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY), Govt. of India at the Digital Payments
Utsav.
To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Independence of India, MeitY is celebrating “Digital
Payments Utsav”.
Bank of Baroda Founded: 20 July 1908
Bank of Baroda Headquarters: Vadodara, Gujarat
Bank of Baroda Managing Director & CEO: Sanjiv Chadha
By Sameer Singhal

Important Days
1. Today is National Consumer Day

•
•
•
•

Today is National Consumer Day. It is observed on 24 December annually to highlight the importance of
the consumer movement and spread awareness about the rights and responsibilities of every consumer.
On this day the Consumer Protection Act, 1986 was enacted.
The Act aims to provide consumers with effective safeguards against different types of exploitation, such
as defective goods, deficiency in services and unfair trade practices.
Consumer Affairs Minister Piyush Goyal has asked people to take pledge to educate themselves about
their rights and responsibilities and become an informed consumer.
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2. AYUSH Ministry celebrates fifth Siddha Day

•

•

•

Fifth Siddha Day was celebrated by AYUSH Ministry today. Siddha system of medicine is one of the
oldest codified traditions of healthcare originated in the Indian sub-continent and still being practiced
in the southern parts of the country.
Addressing the gathering on the occasion of Siddha Day, AYUSH Minister Sarbananda Sonowal
expressed confidence that this Day will pave way for the resurgence of the age-old tradition of Siddha
in the mitigation of diseases and safeguarding the health of people.
He also said that the Ministry of Ayush has implemented a scheme for distribution of Ayush prophylactic
medicines all over the country, free of cost, through various nodal institutions.

Defence News
3. DRDO successfully conducts flight test of indigenously developed Highspeed Expendable Aerial Target - Abhyas
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•
•
•
•
•

DRDO has successfully conducted the flight test of Indigenously developed High-speed Expendable
Aerial Target (HEAT) ‘Abhyas’ from Integrated Test Range at Chandipur off the coast of Odisha yesterday.
During the flight trial, high subsonic speed trajectory at a very low altitude with high endurance was
demonstrated.
Two boosters provided initial acceleration during launch and a small turbojet engine was used to sustain
high subsonic speed with long endurance.
The indigenous data link designed by Bengaluru based Industry partner has been successfully flown
and tested during the flight.
The performance of the system during the entire flight duration has been confirmed from the data
captured by various Range instruments deployed.

4. India successfully tests ‘Pralay’ missile off Odisha coast

•
•
•
•
•

India successfully conducted the maiden flight test of the indigenously-developed, surface-to-surface
missile ‘Pralay’ off the Odisha coast.
The solid-fuel, battlefield missile developed by the Defence Research Development Organisation is
based on Prithvi Defence Vehicle from the Indian ballistic missile programme.
The missile, launched from the APJ Abdul Kalam Island.
The new missile followed the desired quasi ballistic trajectory and reached the designated target with
high degree accuracy, validating the control, guidance and mission algorithms.
With a range of 150 to 500 km, ‘Pralay’ is powered with the solid propellant rocket motor and other new
technologies.
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5. IAF deployed the first S-400 air defence system in Punjab

•
•
•
•
•
•

Indian Air Force (IAF) has deployed the first squadron of the S-400 air defence missile system in the
western Punjab sector which will take care of aerial threats from Pakistan and China.
The S-400 air defence system was contracted for by India from Russia in a deal worth around Rs 35,000
crores and five squadrons would be provided to India for tackling air threats from up to 400 km.
Indian Airforce founded: 8 October 1932
Indian Airforce Headquarters: New Delhi
Indian Airforce Chief of Air Staff: Vivek Ram Chaudhari.
The surface-to-air missile system would give India an edge in South Asian skies as they would be able
to take out enemy aircraft and cruise missiles from a 400 km distance.

Awards and Honors
6. FIS Alpine Skiing Competition: Ace Indian skier Aanchal Thakur wins
Bronze medal in Montenegro
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•
•
•
•

Ace Indian skier Aanchal Thakur has bagged Bronze medal at the FIS Alpine Skiing Competition in
Montenegro. She finished 3rd with an overall timing of 1:54:30.
Georgia Epiphaniou, who won Silver medal was just 2 seconds ahead of Anchal.
With this, Aanchal has become the first Indian Ski athlete to win two medals at international level.
She has previously won a bronze medal in the 2018 FIS Alpine 3200 Cup held in Turkey.

7. O.P. Jindal Global University won “Digital Innovation of the Year” award

•

•
•
•
•

O.P. Jindal Global University (JGU) has won the ‘Digital Innovation of the Year Award’ in the prestigious
Times Higher Education (THE) Asia Awards 2021 for creating a free, cloud-based application to help
schools and universities manage data.
JGU was the only Indian University to be shortlisted for the “Digital Innovation of the Year”.
The university was awarded under the ‘Technological or Digital Innovation of the Year category for its
transformative work in the last 2 years.
This award is also a reflection of JGU’s commitment to ensure continued education for its students
during the ongoing pandemic.
In March 2020, we were faced with one of the most unprecedented crises of our time.

Books and Authors
8. Tusshar Kapoor released his debut book ‘Bachelor Dad’
•
•
•

Tusshar Kapoor has written his first book titled ‘Bachelor Dad’. The actor became a single father to son
Laksshya Kapoor via surrogacy in 2016.
He has shared his journey of being a single father in the new book.
The actor has shared his journey of the ‘slightly unconventional road to fatherhood’ in his debut book,
Bachelor Dad. On the cover of the book, he can be seen carrying his son.
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•

Announcing the book, Tusshar wrote, “I WROTE A BOOK! Becoming a father has been one of the
most cherished moments of my life and my first book, Bachelor Dad, talks about how I took a slightly
unconventional road to fatherhood.”

Banking News
9. CSB Bank has been empanelled as Agency Bank by RBI

•
•
•
•

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the empanelment of CSB Bank, a private sector lender as
an ‘Agency Bank’.
Through this appointment, the CSB Bank will undertake the general banking business of the central
and state governments under the guidelines set by the RBI
CSB Bank Limited, formerly Catholic Syrian Bank Limited, is an Indian private sector bank with its
headquarters at Thrissur, Kerala, India.
The bank has a network of over 450 branches and more than 319 ATMs across India.
By Sameer Singhal
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Sports News
1. Veteran spinner Harbhajan Singh announces retirement from all forms
of cricket

•
•
•
•

Off-spinner Harbhajan Singh has announced retirement from all forms of competitive cricket.
The 41-year-old spinner from Punjab, who made his Test debut against Australia in Bangalore back in
1998, took a total of 417 wickets in 103 Tests.
He also scalped 269 wickets in 236 One Day International and 25 wickets in 28 T20 internationals
during his over two-decades-long career.
Harbhajan also played 163 IPL matches and took 150 wickets.

2. Anahat Singh becomes first Indian girl to win Jr Squash Open in US
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•
•
•

Indian teenager Anahat Singh has scripted history by winning the U-15 girls category of the prestigious
Junior US Open Squash tournament in Philadelphia.
The 13-year-old girl from Delhi overcame powerhouse Egypt’s Jayda Marei in the final match 11-9, 115, 8-11, 11-5 played at the Arlen Spectre Centre.
More than 850 squash junior players, representing 41 countries, participated in the World’s largest
junior individuals squash tournament.

Awards and Honors
3. Padma Bhusan Anil Prakash Joshi wins Mother Teresa Memorial Award

•
•
•

Environmentalist Dr Anil Prakash Joshi, who was conferred upon the Padma Bhushan this year, has
been awarded the Mother Teresa Memorial Award for Social Justice 2021.
Vidyut Mohan, the winner of the Earth shot Prize, and Ridhima Pandey, a young environmental activist
from Uttarakhand, were also the recipients of the award.
The Harmony Foundation identifies a theme each year for the Mother Teresa Memorial Awards
and felicitates individuals and organizations who work in the realm of augmenting environmental
sustainability.
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Important Days
4. Nation pays homage to former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his birth
anniversary

•
•
•
•
•

The Nation pays homage to former Prime Minister and Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his 97th
birth anniversary today.
Dignitaries will pay floral tributes to the former Prime Minister at his memorial Sadaiv Atal in Delhi.
The day is also celebrated as Good Governance Day.
Vajpayee was elected ten times to the Lok Sabha and twice to the Rajya Sabha. He was a parliamentarian
par excellence, who had the trust, affection and belief of the people in his leadership.
As a parliamentarian and particularly as Prime Minister, he made innumerable important contributions
which paved the way for a stronger economy through bold reforms and rapid development of
infrastructure.

National News
5. India replace the UK to be 3rd top country hosting unicorns
•
•
•
•

Adding 33 “unicorns” in a single year has helped India displace the United Kingdom to be third in the
list of countries that are home to such enterprises valued at over $1 billion each.
The US and China, who occupy the first two ranks, are way ahead, according to the data compiled by
Hurun Research Institute.
US and China are home to 74 per cent of the unicorn universe.
The US added 254 unicorns and now totals 487 companies in the coveted list, while China added 74 to
take its tally to 301 start-ups having a valuation of over $1 billion.
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•
•

The UK added only 15 unicorns to take its total to 39, and hence got displaced by India.
India was placed fourth when it comes to the number of unicorns last year.

6. Maharashtra launched Chalo mobile app & smart card for bus travel

•

•
•
•
•

Maharashtra Tourism and Environment Minister, Aaditya Thackeray has launched the Chalo mobile
application (app) and Chalo smart cards to facilitate digital and advance purchase of Brihanmumbai
Electric Supply and Transport (BEST) bus tickets.
He also launched the NCMC compliant smart card of BEST as well as new fare schemes for the
passengers, one that provided 10 trips at Rs 70 and another called ‘Flexifare’.
Maharashtra Capital: Mumbai
Maharashtra Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari
Maharashtra Chief minister: Uddhav Thackeray.
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Appointment News
7. IFFCO-TOKIO General Insurance appoints HO Suri as MD & CEO

•
•

•
•
•
•

IFFCO-TOKIO General Insurance has announced the appointment of HO Suri as its new managing
director and chief executive officer.
He was the financial advisor, head, internal audit & legal, at the company and the new position took
effect from October 1. IFFCO-Tokio General Insurance Company Limited is a 51:49 joint venture
between IFFCO and Japan’s Tokio Marine Group.
The firm offers retail products like motor, health, travel, home and personal accident insurance and
corporate insurance products.
IFFCO-TOKIO General Insurance CEO: Anamika Roy Rashtrawar (27 Mar 2020–)
IFFCO-TOKIO General Insurance Headquarters: Gurugram
IFFCO-TOKIO General Insurance Founded: 2000.
By Sameer Singhal
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