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International News
1. Prime Minister Hasina inaugurates the Dhaka International Trade Fair

•
•

•
•

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh inaugurated the 26th annual Dhaka International Trade
Fair (DITF) on Saturday. She declared the ICT products and services as the ‘product of the year 2022’.
Inaugurating the month-long trade fair virtually from her official residence, Prime Minister Hasina
urged the business community to explore new markets and diversify the product basket. She emphasized
the need to improve the quality and standard of the existing export items.
Prime Minister Hasina highlighted the importance of agricultural products, food processing, leather
products and jute products among important items of trade.
Pointing to the continued growth in exports, Prime Minister Hasina said that export has gone up from
USD 15.66 billion in 2009 to over USD 45 billion in 2021.
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2. Srilanka to go bankrupt by 2022 with record-high inflation, declares
economic emergency

•
•

•
•

Sri Lanka is facing a deepening financial and humanitarian crisis with fears it could go bankrupt in 2022
as inflation rises to record levels, food prices rocket and its coffers run dry.
The meltdown faced by the government, led by president Gotabaya Rajapaksa, is in part caused by the
immediate impact of the Covid crisis and the loss of tourism but is compounded by high government
spending and tax cuts eroding state revenues, vast debt repayments to China.
The foreign exchange reserves are at their lowest levels in a decade.
Inflation has meanwhile been spurred by the government printing money to pay off domestic loans and
foreign bonds.

3. World’s longest Metro line opened in China
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•
•
•

Shanghai has opened two new metro lines, upholding its rank as the city with the largest Metro network
in the world.
With the new lines, the total length of Shanghai’s metro network has extended to 831 km, continuing to
be the longest in the world.
China’s Shanghai opened two new metro lines – Line 14 and Phase One of Line 18.

4. China launches 5-year plan to become a hub of world robotics innovation

•
•
•
•
•

China has announced a five-year roadmap to achieve its goal of becoming a global robotics innovation
hub by the year 2025.
China’s Ministry of Industry and Information Technology revealed operating income from the country’s
robotics industry is expected to grow by around 20% per year between 2021 and 2025.
From 2016 to 2020, the sector expanded at an average growth rate of 15%.
Last year, operating income surpassed 100 billion yuan ($15.69 billion) for the first time.
As per the 2021 World Robot Report, South Korea, Singapore, and Japan were the top three most
automated countries in Asia-Pacific.

Banking News
5. Baldev Prakash named as MD & CEO of J&K Bank
•
•
•

Baldev Prakash has been appointed as the Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer (MD & CEO)
of Jammu & Kashmir Bank for three years.
His appointment will be effective from the date of taking charge or April 10, 2022, whichever is earlier.
Apart from him, R K Chhibber has been appointed as an additional director on the board of the bank.
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•
•
•
•

Prakash has over 30 years of experience in banking.
He had joined SBI as a probationary officer in 1991 and was the Chief General Manager (Digital and
Transaction Banking Marketing Department) at SBI, Mumbai.
The appointment is effective from the date of taking charge or April 10, 2022, whichever is earlier.
Jammu & Kashmir Bank Headquarters: Srinagar

6. Government approved 19th Tranche of Electoral Bonds

•

•
•

The government has approved the issuance of the 19th tranche of electoral bonds, which will be open for
sale from January 1 to 10, 2022, ahead of assembly elections in five states Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and Goa.
In the 19th tranche of sale, the State Bank of India (SBI), has been authorised to issue and encash
electoral bonds through its 29 specialised branches.
There is no limit on the number of bonds an individual or company can purchase. An electoral bond
will be valid for 15 days
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7. IRDAI: LIC, GIC Re and New India systemically important insurers

•

•
•
•
•

Insurance regulator, Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (Irdai) has stated that
LIC, GIC Re and New India continue to be identified as Domestic Systemically Important Insurers
(D-SIIs) for 2021-22.
D-SIIs refer to insurers of such size, market importance and domestic and global interconnectedness,
whose distress or failure would cause significant dislocation in the domestic financial system.
The continued functioning of D-SIIs is critical for the availability of insurance services. D-SIIs are
insurers that are perceived to be ‘too big or too important to fail’.
IRDAI Founded: 1999
IRDAI Headquarters: Hyderabad

National News
8. Odisha launched Digital Life Certificate system for pensioners 2022
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•
•
•
•
•

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has launched an online service for the verification of identity
and submission of life certificates for pensioners of the state government.
The chief minister virtually launched the new initiative while attending the orientation programme for
newly recruited 153 officers of Odisha Civil Services.
Identification and life certificates can now be submitted by the pensioners using an artificial intelligencebased video-verification process.
It will be of immense help to the pensioners as they can submit their identification and life certificates
digitally, without visiting any government office simply by using their mobile phones.
Odisha Governor: Ganeshi Lal

9. UP’s Jhansi Railway Station renamed as ‘Veerangana Laxmibai Railway
Station’

•

•
•

Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh has announced that the government of UP has
renamed the Jhansi Railway Station, in Jhansi, UP as “Veerangana Laxmibai Railway Station” after Rani
Laxmibai.
The announcement was made by UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
A notification to this effect has been issued by the UP government and the Railways has started
preparations to implement the change.

10. Danish Siddiqui posthumously gets Mumbai Press Club’s RedInk Award
•
•
•

Photojournalist Danish Siddiqui, who died during an assignment in Afghanistan, has been posthumously
awarded as the Journalist of the Year’ for 2020 by the Mumbai Press Club.
Chief Justice of India N V Ramana on Wednesday presented the annual ‘RedInk Awards for Excellence
in Journalism’, instituted by the Mumbai Press Club, in a virtual event.
He presented the prestigious award to Siddiqui “for his spectrum of investigative and impactful news
photography”.
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•
•

Danish Siddiqui’s wife Frederike Siddiqui received the award.
Senior journalist Prem Shankar Jha, 83, was bestowed with the lifetime achievement award “for his long
and distinguished career of incisive and analytical writing”.

By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. GST collection at Rs 1.29 lakh crore in Dec, 2021
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•

•
•

The gross GST revenue collected in the month of December 2021 is Rs 1,29,780 crore, of which CGST
is Rs 22,578 crore, SGST is Rs 28,658 crore, IGST is Rs 69,155 crore (including Rs 37,527 crore collected
on import of goods) and cess is Rs 9,389 crore (including Rs 614 crore collected on import of goods),”
the Finance Ministry said in a statement.
Though the collection was lower than Rs 1.31 lakh crore mopped up in November, December is the
sixth month in a row when revenue from goods sold and services rendered stood at over Rs 1 lakh crore.
The average monthly gross GST collection for the third quarter (October-December) of the current year
has been Rs 1.30 lakh crore against the average monthly collection Plutus Academy of Rs 1.10 lakh crore
and Rs 1.15 lakh crore in the first and second quarter, respectively.

2. Tech Mahindra to acquire 100 percent stake in Allyis India, Green
Investments

•
•

•
•
•
•

Tech Mahindra on Friday said it has approved a proposal for the acquisition of a 100 per cent stake in
Allyis India and Green Investments, for a total consideration of up to USD 125 million.
The acquisition will bolster Tech Mahindra’s capabilities in Digital Experience Solutions, Learning &
Development, Marketing, Instructional Design; Engineering: Cloud & Automation, BI & Analytics,
Technical support services.
Tech Mahindra will pay total consideration of up to $125 million, including employment-related and
performance-related earnouts, as per a regulatory update filed with the exchanges.
Allyis India Pvt Ltd and Green Investments LLC offer technology consulting and managed services for
organizations to help reduce costs, improve performance, and meet their objectives.
Tech Mahindra CEO: C. P. Gurnani
Tech Mahindra Headquarters: Pune
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3. Nirmala Sitharaman chairs 46th GST council meet in Delhi

•
•
•
•
•

The GST Council’s 46th meeting was held in New Delhi under the chairmanship of Union Finance &
Corporate Affairs Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman.
The GST Council has recommended deferring the decision to change the rates in textiles recommended
in the 45th GST Council meeting.
Consequently, the existing GST rates of 5 % instead of 12% in textile sector would continue.
The 2022-23 Union Budget of India will be presented by finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
February 1, 2022.
This will be the fourth budget of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led NDA government in its second
tenure.

4. First electric boat built for Kochi Water Metro Project handed over to
KMRL
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•
•
•
•

In Kerala, the first battery powered electric boat built for the Kochi Water Metro Project was handed
over to the Kochi Metro Rail Limited at a function held at the Cochin Shipyard today.
The fully air-conditioned boat is among the 23 boats being built by the Cochin Shipyard for the 747-crore
rupee Kochi Water Metro project.
The boat has been christened Muziris after the prominent BC-era port, located about 25 kilometres
away from Kochi city. The 50 seater boat can carry 100 passengers at a time.
Kochi Water Metro system will have 78 ferries, linking 38 terminals spread over 76 route kilometres.

5. Dharmendra Pradhan launches reading campaign ‘Padhe Bharat’

•
•

•
•
•

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has launched a 100-day reading campaign ‘Padhe
Bharat.
The launch of the 100 Days Reading Campaign is in alignment with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 which lays emphasis on the promotion of joyful reading culture for children by ensuring
the availability of age-appropriate reading books for children in local/mother tongue/regional/tribal
language.
Padhe Bharat campaign will focus on children studying in Balvatika to Grade 8.
The reading campaign will be organized for 100 days (14 weeks) starting from January 1, 2022, to April
10, 2022.
The reading campaign aims to have the participation of all stakeholders at the national and state level
including children, teachers, parents, community, educational administrators etc.

Important Days
6. World Braille Day Observed on 04 January 2022
•
•

World Braille Day is observed globally on 4th January since 2019.
The day aims to recognize the right of access to braille by blind people and raise awareness of the
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•
•

importance of braille as a means of communication in the full realization of the human rights for blind
and partially sighted people.
The day is marked remembering the birth anniversary of Louis Braille, the inventor of Braille – for
people with visual disabilities.
Louis Braille was born on 4th January 1809 in the town of Coupvray in northern France.

Banking News
7. LIC inaugurates Digi Zone to sell policies online
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India has inaugurated “Digi Zone”, at Bandra Kurla Complex,
Mumbai, as part of its effort to enhance its digital footprint.
LIC’s Digi Zone can be used by the customers to purchase policies online, pay the premium and avail
of other services.
As a part of its efforts to become a tech-driven life insurer, LIC will offer information related to its
products and services through kiosks installed on the Digi Zone premises.
LIC Chairperson: M R Kumar
LIC Headquarters: Mumbai
LIC Founded: 1 September 1956

Appointment News
8. V.S Pathania takes over as Director-General of Indian Coast Guard

•

•
•

•

V.S. Pathania took over as the 24th Director General (DG) of the Indian Coast Guard from Krishnaswamy
Natarajan who retired from service. He is an alumnus of Defense Services Staff College, Wellington and
National Defense College, New Delhi.
He was elevated to the rank of Additional Director General in Nov 2019 and took over the reins as Coast
Guard Commander (Eastern Seaboard) at Visakhapatnam.
In a career of over 36 years, Pathania has held several key appointments afloat and ashore and has also
commanded all classes of Coast Guard ships namely Inshore Patrol Vessel ‘Rani Jindan’, Offshore Patrol
Vessel (OPV) ‘Vigraha’ and advanced OPV ‘Sarang’, it said.
He was elevated to the rank of Additional Director General in November 2019 and took over as Coast
Guard Commander (Eastern Seaboard) at Visakhapatnam.
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Sports News
9. Pakistan all-rounder Mohammad Hafeez announces retirement from
cricket

•
•
•

Pakistani all-rounder, Mohammad Hafeez has announced his retirement from international cricket on
January 03, 2022, to end his career spanning more than 18 years.
The 41-year-old Hafeez retired from Test cricket in December 2018.
He has played 55 Tests, 218 ODIs and 119 T20Is for Pakistan, scoring 12,780 runs across formats. He is
nicknamed “The Professor”.
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Education Minister and Skill Development Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
launches NEAT 3.0
•

•

Education Minister and Skill Development Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched NEAT 3.0, which
is a single platform to provide the best-developed ed-tech solutions and courses to students of the
country.
The Minister also launched AICTE prescribed technical books in regional languages.
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•

•

Speaking on the occasion, Mr Pradhan said that NEAT will be a game-changer in bridging the digital
divide, especially among the economically disadvantaged students and also in fulfilling the knowledgebased requirement of India and the world.
The Minister informed that 58 global and Indian start-up ed-tech companies are onboard NEAT and
are offering 100 courses and e-resources for bettering learning outcomes, developing employable skills
and overcoming learning loss.

2. PM Modi to inaugurate 25th National Youth Festival in Puducherry on
Jan 12

•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 25th National Youth Festival in the Union Territory
of Puducherry on January 12 at the Pondicherry Central University campus.
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•
•
•
•

As a part of the National Youth Festival Union Minister for Youth Affairs and sports Anurag Thakur and
Puducherry Lieutenant Governor Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan will jointly release the logo today.
The Union Minister will oversee the preparations and logistics of the festival also.
Around 7000 youth from across the country and 500 youth from Puducherry aged between 18 and 22
are expected to participate in the 5-day youth festival to be held from January 12 to 16.
Lieutenant Governor Dr Soundararajan said that the Prime Minister will reach Pondicherry by 9.30 am
and visit the Aurobindo Ashram.

3. Telangana tops in highest number of ODF villages

•
•
•
•
•
•

Telangana stood first in the country in the list of the highest number of open defecation free (ODF Plus)
villages under the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase-II programme till December 31, 2021.
As many as 13,737 out of 14,200 villages in the State are on the ODF Plus list, which is 96.74%.
This was followed by Tamil Nadu with 4,432 villages (35.39%) and Karnataka with 1,511 villages (5.59%).
Gujarat took the 17th position with only 83 villages (0.45%).
The State government has enacted a new Telangana Panchayat Raj Act to ensure the holistic development
of villages.
A secretary has been posted in every panchayat for smooth execution of welfare programmes, close
monitoring, digital reporting and to ensure the prevalence of good governance in villages.

4. Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw launched “India Semiconductor Mission”
•
•
•
•

Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has launched the India Semiconductor Mission
(ISM) to attract large investments for setting up semiconductor wafer fabrication facilities in India.
The companies that are interested are invited by the Center for the development of the semiconductors
and display manufacturing ecosystem in India.
ISM is a specialized and independent business division within the Digital India Corporation.
The financial support of up to 50 per cent of the project cost (ceiling of Rs 12,000 crore per fab) will be
provided for the scheme for setting up display fabs.
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Defense News
5. DG NCC formally inaugurates NCC Republic Day Camp 2022

•
•
•

•

Director-General of National Cadet Corps, Lt General Gurbirpal Singh formally inaugurated NCC
Republic Day Camp - 2022 at Delhi Cantt today.
The Republic Day Camp is held at the culmination of one complete year of training of NCC cadets and
is conducted at Parade Ground, Delhi Cantonment from 1st to 29th January every year.
The Camp is attended by around 2,200 cadets, specially selected from all over India. Inter Directorate
competitions in training, cultural competitions and National Integration awareness programmes are
conducted during the month-long camp.
Two NCC marching contingents participate in the Republic Day Parade on Rajpath on 26th January
every year.
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Appointments
6. Indian-origin Ashok Elluswamy was first employee to be hired for Tesla’s

•

•
•

Tesla founder and CEO Elon Musk, who has been using social media to recruit people, has disclosed
that Indian-origin Ashok Elluswamy was the first employee to be hired for his electric vehicle company’s
Autopilot team.
Before joining Tesla, Mr Elluswamy was associated with Volkswagen Electronic Research Lab and
WABCO Vehicle Control System.
Ashok Elluswamy holds a bachelor’s degree in Electronics and Communication Engineering from the
College of Engineering Guindy, Chennai and a Master’s degree in Robotics System Development from
Carnegie Mellon University.

7. Alka Mittal becomes 1st women head of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
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•
•
•
•

Alka Mittal has been appointed as the interim chairman and managing director of Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC), making her the first woman to head the country’s largest oil and gas producer.
She is the first woman to head the top post at the Maharatna company. She replaces Subhash Kumar
who superannuated on December 31. He was also serving as an interim head.
ONGC Headquarters: Vasant Kunj, New Delhi;
ONGC Founded: 14 August 1956.

Obituary News
8. Legendary Kenyan Conservationist and Fossil-hunter Richard Leaky
passes away

•
•
•
•
•

World-renowned Kenyan politician, conservationist and fossil hunter Richard Leakey has passed away.
The legendary paleoanthropologist is credited for the discovery of ‘Turkana Boy’ in 1984 which led to
groundbreaking discoveries proving that humankind evolved in Africa.
Turkana boy is the most complete fossil Skeleton of a human ancestor ever found.
Paleoanthropology is the study of human evolution through fossil and archaeological records.
Leakey is also known to spearhead campaigns against the ivory trade to save the population of African
elephants.
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Banking News
9. RBI Retains SBI, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank as D-SIBs 2022

•
•
•
•
•

Reserve Bank of India has retained State Bank of India, ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank as Domestic
Systemically Important Banks (D-SIBs).
These three banks have continued to be on the D-SIBs list published by RBI, since Sep 04, 2017.
Domestic Systemically Important Banks are those banks which if fail would have a significant impact
on the economy.
The D-SIBs banks are classified into 5 buckets. Bucket 1, Bucket 2, Bucket 3, Bucket 4 and Bucket 5.
With Bucket 5 being the most important followed by rest in decreasing order. State Bank of India is in
Bucket 3, while ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank are in Bucket 1.
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Various development projects launched by Union Ministers Rajnath Singh,
Nitin Gadkari in UP
•

•

Defense Minister and MP from Lucknow, Rajnath Singh and Union Minister for Road Transport and
Highways, Nitin Gadkari today laid the foundation stone of Lucknow Kanpur expressway in a function
in Lucknow.
This 4,200 crore rupees project will reduce travel time between the two cities to barely 40 minutes.
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•
•

The Defence Minister also launched many development projects worth more than rupees 10 thousand
crores for his constituency Lucknow today.
Speaking on the occasion, Rajnath Singh said that these projects will not only give impetus to
development of Lucknow but the whole Uttar Pradesh state.
He said that a new era of development has begun in the country in the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

2. Khelo India Games 2023

•
•
•
•
•

The Khelo India Games were introduced to revive the sports culture in India. The 2021 Khelo India
Games were postponed due to COVID crisis.
It is now to be conducted in Haryana in January 2022. The Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports
Anurag Singh Thakur is to attend the games.
The Khelo India Youth Games 2022-23 is to be held in Madhya Pradesh. The Madhya Pradesh Cabinet
recently approved to host the games from Bhopal.
The Government of Madhya Pradesh allocated Rs 176.59 crores for the first phase. Rs 15.56 crores is to
be spent on operation and maintenance of International Sports Complex.
Separate Funds are to be allocated for second and third phases.
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3. Himachal Pradesh became 1st LPG enabled & smoke free state

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Himachal Pradesh became the first LPG enables, also, smoke-free state.
This milestone was achieved due to the Ujjwala Scheme and Grahini Suvidha Yojana by Centre.
The Ujjwala scheme was introduced by the government to get rid of the smoke.
The Grahini Suvidha Scheme was introduced to assist the women of rural areas.
Ujjwalla Yojna was started by the Centre government with the view to free the women of the country
from indoor pollution.
Himachal government also started the Grihini Suvidha Yojana to benefit as many women as possible
Himachal Pradesh Capital: Shimla (Summer), Dharamshala (Winter)
Himachal Pradesh Governor: Rajendra Arlekar

4. Ayush Minister lays foundation stone of International Yoga Academy
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•
•
•
•
•

Union Ayush Minister, Sarbananda Sonowal has laid the foundation stone of the Heartfulness
International Yoga Academy in Hyderabad, Telangana.
He also launched 75 crores suryanamaskar initiative as part of the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav”.
The 75 crore Surya Namaskar project is a tribute to 75 years of India’s independence.
Surya Namaskar’s practice of sun salutation’ literally means the sun salutation and the project will
continue until February 20.
The programme is supported by some central ministries and is led by five international organizations
– Patanjali Yogpeeth, Heartfulness Institute, NYSF-National Yogasana Sports Federation, Geeta Parivar
and Kreeda Bharati.

International News
5. North Korea says hypersonic missile tested to modernise weaponry

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

It was North Korea’s second such test, as the country pursues new military capabilities because of stalled
denuclearisation talks.
The launch by North Korea was the first since October 2021.
It was detected by several militaries in the region.
However, this test drew criticism from governments in the United States, Japan and South Korea.
Hypersonic weapons usually fly towards targets at lower altitudes as compared to ballistic missiles.
Such weapons can achieve more than five times the speed of sound, that is around 6,200 km per hour.
However, main feature of the hypersonic weapon is not speed but their manoeuvrability.
Hypersonic weapons are the next generation of arms, which aim to rob adversaries of traditional defeat
mechanisms and reaction time.
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6. Google acquires Israeli cybersecurity startup Siemplify for $500 million

•
•
•
•

Alphabet Inc-owned, Google has acquired Israeli cybersecurity startup Siemplify, in a deal worth $500
million.
This acquisition will expand the U.S. tech giant’s security offerings in the country amid rising cyberattacks.
Siemplify will be integrated into Google Cloud’s Chronicle operation.
As a part of Google Cloud’s security team, Siemplify will help companies better manage their threat
response.

7. Apple becomes world’s first company to hit $3 trillion M-Cap
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The stock market value of Apple Inc. hit $3 trillion and became the world’s first company to do so.
The market cap of Apple hit $182.86 per share, which made it the world’s first company to touch the $3
trillion mark.
However shortly after hitting the mark, the share value dipped below it and did not rise again until the
market closed.
The iPhone maker passed $2 trillion in 2020 and over $1 trillion in 2018.
Apple Inc. CEO: Tim Cook
Apple Inc. Founded: 1 April 1976, California, United States
Apple Inc. Headquarters: Cupertino, California, United States

Obituary
8. Sindhutai Sapkal popular as ‘Mother of Orphans’ passes away

•
•
•
•

Social worker Sindhutai Sapkal, who was called as ‘Mother of Orphans’ passed away at the age of 73
years.
She was also referred to just as ‘Sindhutai’ or ‘Mai’. She was awarded the Padma Shri in 2021 in the Social
Work category.
Apart from this, she had received more than 750 awards and honours in her lifetime.
She adopted close to 2,000 orphans and is grandmother to even more. She was from Maharashtra.
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Important Days
9. World Day of War Orphans 2022

•
•
•
•

World Day of War Orphans is marked on 6 January to create awareness about the plight of children who
have lost their parents due to conflict.
In any conflict, children are one of the most disadvantaged and vulnerable groups present.
World Day of War Orphans was started by the French organization SOS Enfants en Detresse, which
aimed to help children affected by conflict.
According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), an orphan is defined as a “child under 18
years of age who has lost one or both parents to any cause of death”.
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. PM Modi to inaugurate second campus of Chittaranjan National Cancer
Institute in Kolkata

•
•
•
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the second campus of Chittaranjan National Cancer
Institute (CNCI) in Kolkata tomorrow via video conferencing.
The second campus of CNCI has been built in line with the Prime Minister’s vision to expand and
upgrade the health facilities in all parts of the country.
CNCI was facing a heavy load of cancer patients and a need for expansion was being felt for some time.
This need will be fulfilled through the second campus.
The second campus of CNCI has been built at a cost of 530 crore rupees, out of which around 400 crore
rupees have been provided by the Union government and rest by the West Bengal government.
The campus is a 460 bedded comprehensive cancer centre unit with cutting edge infrastructure for
cancer diagnosis, staging, treatment and care.

2. Indian-Origin Captain Harpreet Chandi reaches South Pole
•

•

•

Captain Harpreet Chandi, Indian-origin British Sikh Army officer and physiotherapist, also known as
Polar Preet, has created history by becoming the first woman of colour to complete a solo unsupported
trek to the South Pole.
Capt. Chandi announced her history-making feat at the end of Day 40 after travelling 700 miles (1,127
kilometres) while pulling a pulk or sledge with all of her kit and battling temperatures of minus 50
degrees Celsius and wind speeds of around 60mph.
As part of a Medical Regiment in the northwest of England, Capt. Chandi’s primary role is to organise
and validate training for medics in the Army as Clinical Training Officer.
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3. Kerala’s High Court: India’s First paperless court

•
•
•
•

The Kerala High Court is all set to become India’s first paperless court. Supreme Court judge Justice DY
Chandrachud inaugurated the smart courtrooms on 1 January 2022.
In the 1st phase six courtrooms, including the Chief Justice’s room, will be converted into smart courts.
Also, case files will be made available to the lawyers on the computer screen.
Cases e-filed will be processed, verified and cured through e-mode, stakeholders can avail the option of
hearing of cases in hybrid mode involving physical hearing as well as through videoconferencing, and
orders and judgments will also be delivered through e-mode.
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4. Raj Kumar Singh dedicates Automatic Generation Control to nation

•
•
•
•
•
•

Power and new and renewable energy minister, Raj Kumar Singh has dedicated Automatic Generation
Control (AGC) to the nation.
The AGC sends signals to power plants every four seconds to maintain the frequency and thereby
reliability of India’s power system.
It will help in achieving the government’s target of 500 GW non-fossil fuel-based generation capacity
by 2030.
Automatic Generation Control will be operated by Power System Operation Corporation (POSOCO)
through National Load Despatch Centre.
POSOCO will send signals to every power plant through AGC every 4 seconds to maintain the frequency
and reliability of the Power System.
R.K. Singh has also released a report titled “Assessment of Inertia in Indian Power System”. It has been
prepared by POSOCO with the help of IIT Bombay.

5. JC Chaudhry gets first ever Guinness World Record in Numerology
•

•
•

India’s one of the top numerologists, JC Chaudhry has achieved the first-ever Guinness World Record
in Numerology and the first world record of 2022 by educating about ancient science to around 6000
participants, enthusiasts of numerology joined from the United States, the United Kingdom, Middle
East, and India.
The Guinness World Record London office has opened a new category, “Numerology” for this
achievement.
The initiative was organised by CNPL (Chaudhry Nummero Pvt Ltd) and the Indian Institute of
Numerology to create awareness regarding numerology, which is prevalent across ancient cultures like
Greece, Egypt, China, Chaldea and India.
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International News
6. Antigua and Barbuda joined ISA as the 102nd member

•
•

•
•
•

Antigua and Barbuda became the 102nd member of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) by signing
the ISA Framework Agreement in St. John’s, Antigua
The Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda, Gaston Browne signed the framework agreement in the
presence of Indian High Commissioner Dr K. J. Srinivasa to catalyze global energy transition through
a solar-led approach.
ISA was jointly launched by India and France in 2015 during the 21st session of the United Nations
Climate Change COP-21 in Paris, France to promote solar energy.
Antigua and Barbuda Capital: Saint John’s
Antigua and Barbuda Currency: East Caribbean Dollar
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7. Kazakhstan declares state of emergency after protests over fuel price
rises turned violent

•

•
•
•
•

The President of Kazakhstan has declared a two-week state of emergency in parts of the country after
protests over fuel price rises turned violent. Big demonstrations were reported in several areas across
the country.
Police in Almaty, the country’s biggest city, used tear gas to contain crowds after vehicles were set on fire.
A decree issued by President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev on Wednesday said that he had accepted the
government’s resignation amid the unrest.
It also appointed the nation’s deputy prime minister, Alikhan Smailov, as the new prime minister on an
interim basis.
In a video address on Tuesday, the president said that attacks on government offices by protesters were
absolutely illegal.

Appointments
8. TS Tirumurti assumes Chair of UNSC Counter-Terrorism Committee
•
•
•

•

India’s Permanent Representative to the UN, T S Tirumurti has been appointed as the Chair of the UN
Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee for 2022.
India has assumed the chairmanship of the United Nations Security Council’s Counter-Terrorism
Committee (UNSC-CTC) for one year, beginning from January 01, 2022.
Being the Chair of Counter-Terrorism Committee 2022, India will work to further enhance the role of
the Counter-Terrorism Committee in strengthening the multilateral response to counter-terrorism, and
ensure that global response to the threat of terrorism remains unambiguous, undivided and effective.
India is currently a non-permanent member of the 15-nation UNSC. Its two-year term will end on
December 31, 2022.

31

www.plutusacademy.com

9. Shafali Verma appointed as Brand Endorser of Bank of Baroda

•
•

•
•

State-owned Bank of Baroda has signed cricketer Shafali Verma as its brand endorser.
The Bank continuously supports the youth of the country through its various banking and non-banking
initiatives and this announcement reflects the bank’s ethos of adding value to its customer experience by
choosing youth-icons like Shafali to inspire them.”
In 2019, at the age of 15, Shafali became the youngest cricketer to play in a Women’s Twenty20
International match for India.
Previously in 2021, Shafali Verma became the 1st Women Cricketer to Hit 3 Sixes in Test Match.
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON E-GOVERNANCE TO BE INAUGURATED BY
UNION MINISTER Dr. JITENDRA SINGH IN HYDERABAD

•

•
•
•

Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG) and Ministry of Electronics &
Information Technology (MeitY), Government of India, in association with the State Government of
Telangana will organize the 24th Conference on e-Governance (NCeG) 2020-21 on 7th – 8th January
2022 in Hyderabad, Telangana.
The theme of this Conference is ‘India’s Techade: Digital Governance in a Post Pandemic World’.
Digital innovation will play an important part in the next decade for governance and this will necessitate
conversations around topics and technologies which would shape Digital Governance in the future.
The conference would provide considerable momentum to the e-governance initiatives across the
country, providing opportunities for civil servants and industry captains to showcase their successful
interventions in e-governance in improving end to end service delivery.

2. EC hikes expenditure limits for candidates ahead of Assembly polls
•

•
•
•

The Election Commission on Thursday announced a hike in expenditure limit for candidates to Rs 95
lakh (up from Rs 70 lakh) for Lok Sabha elections, and Rs 40 lakh (up from Rs 28 lakh) for Assembly
polls.
The ceiling on parliamentary poll expenditure has been raised from 70 lakh to 95 lakh rupees in bigger
states and 54 lakh to 75 lakhs in smaller states.
For Assembly constituencies, expenditure limits have been enhanced from 28 lakh rupees to 40 lakh
rupees in bigger states and from 20 lakhs to 28 lakhs in smaller states.
The government’s decision is based on the poll panel’s recommendation.
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•
•

The EC had formed a committee to study cost factors and other related issues, and subsequently make
suitable recommendations.
The committee invited suggestions from political parties, chief electoral officers and election observers,
and found that there has been a substantial increase in the number of electors and Cost Inflation Index
since 2014.

3. Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel launched Student Start-ups and Innovation
Policy 2.0

•
•

Gujarat Chief Minister, Bhupendra Patel has launched “Student Start-ups and Innovation Policy 2.0
(SSIP-2.0)” for the next five years.
The policy contains provisions for the establishment of active innovation and incubation centers in all
universities in the state.
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•
•
•

The policy aims to cover 50 lakh students across 1,000 higher education institutes and 10,000 schools of
innovation and entrepreneurship.
Gujarat Capital: Gandhinagar
Gujarat Governor: Acharya Devvrat

Defense News
4. India joins Quad partners, Japan and South Korea for Sea Dragon exercise

•
•
•

•
•

India and its partners in the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue or Quad along with Canada and South
Korea are participating in the multinational exercise Sea Dragon at Guam in the Western Pacific.
The six nations that are participating in the exercise are the United States, Australia, Canada, India,
Japan and South Korea.
The exercise, primarily focused on anti-submarine warfare (ASW) training, will involve more than 270
hours of in-flight training and activities ranging from tracking simulated targets to tracking a US Navy
submarine.
Each event will be graded and the country scoring the highest points will receive the Dragon Belt award.
Sea Dragon 22 focuses on anti-submarine warfare (ASW) training and excellence, which includes
everything from tracking simulated targets to tracking a genuine US Navy submarine.

35

www.plutusacademy.com

Banking News
5. South Indian Bank won UiPath Automation Excellence awards 2021

•
•

Kerala-based lender South Indian Bank (SIB) has won the UiPath Automation Excellence Awards 2021
for best automation under crisis for business continuity.
The company said that the award was bestowed upon the bank for its exceptional use of robotic process
automation capabilities under difficult times for solving severe operational constraints, thereby ensuring
business continuity.

6. SBI General Insurance launched ‘#BahaneChhodoTaxBachao’ campaign
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

State Bank of India General Insurance Company Ltd has launched a campaign titled
‘#BahaneChhodoTaxBachao’ to increase awareness around the need to buy health insurance to save tax.
It will also highlight the other benefits of opting for health insurance.
The campaign aims to increase the awareness of how buying health insurance can help people save tax
which is crucial and seasonal in the last quarter of the financial year for all Indians.
The campaign will also underline the other benefits of opting for health insurance.
SBI General Insurance Founded: 24 February 2009
SBI General Insurance Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra
SBI General Insurance Tagline: Suraksha Aur Bharosa Dono

Appointment News
7. Govt re-appoints Vijay Paul Sharma as CACP Chairman

•

•
•
•
•

The Center has re-appointed Vijay Paul Sharma as the chairman of the Commission for Agricultural
Costs & Prices (CACP) after he relinquished the post in May last year following completion of the fiveyear tenure.
The role of the CACP chairman will be crucial in the proposed committee on the minimum support
price (MSP) and other reforms.
Sharma, a professor at the Center for Management in Agriculture at the Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad, was appointed CACP Chairman for the first time in June 2016.
The Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices, established in 1965, is an apex advisory body under
the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India.
It’s an expert body that recommends the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) by taking into consideration
various factors.
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8. Senior Chinese diplomat Zhang Ming takes charge of Secretary-General
of SCO

•
•
•
•

•
•

China’s senior diplomat Zhang Ming has taken charge as the new Secretary-General of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) in which India is a member.
He has taken charge from Vladimir Norov, former Foreign Minister of Uzbekistan for a three-year term.
He was until recently China’s ambassador to the European Union.
The SCO comprises eight member states: India, Kazakhstan, China, the Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan,
Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. It also comprises four countries with “observer” status and six more
as “dialogue partners”.
India joined SCO at the Astana summit in 2017.
2022 will be an important year for India at SCO as, for the first time, it will assume the presidency of
SCO, after Uzbekistan, for the period 2022-2023 which will culminate with the SCO Summit to be
hosted by the Indian side in 2023.

Awards and Honors
9. 3rd National Water Awards for 2020 announced
•
•
•
•

Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat has declared the winners of the third National
Water Awards for the year 2020.
Uttar Pradesh has been adjudged as the Best State in water conservation efforts in the National Water
Awards 2020.
It is followed by Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu respectively.
The award comes with a citation, trophy and cash prize. Muzaffarnagar in Uttar Pradesh received the
best district award in the northern zone followed by Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar in Punjab.
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•
•
•

The National Water Award was launched by the Jal Shakti Ministry in 2018 to recognise and motivate
individuals and organizations doing exemplary work in the field of water resources management.
“Best State”- Uttar Pradesh
Rest awards are listed Below:
“Best State”

Uttar Pradesh

“Best District” – North Zone

Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh

“Best District”– South Zone

Thiruvanathapuram, Kerala

“Best District”– East Zone

East Champaran, Bihar and Godda,
Jharkhand

“Best District”– West Zone

Indore, Madhya Pradesh

“Best District”– North-East Zone

Goalpara, Assam

Books and Authors
10. A new book titled “Mamata Beyond 2021” authored by Jayanta Ghosal
•
•

In the West Bengal election of 2021, the longest state election in the history of India, Mamata Banerjee
won the khela, and the BJP lost the plot.
The author, Jayanta Ghosal, traveled to all the districts of West Bengal and unearthed certain key factors
that helped the Trinamool win the state.
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•
•
•
•

For instance, there was a massive gap in the BJP’s understanding of Bengali identity, which Mamata was
able to exploit.
An ‘overdose’ of central intervention, ranging from paramilitary forces to intelligence agencies to target
key TMC leaders, added to the BJP’s disconnect with voters.
Increasingly, the state felt the divide between New Delhi and Bengal grow.
The book details how Mamata was successfully able to portray herself as the ‘daughter of Bengal’ who
worked tirelessly for the state’s poor and disadvantaged.

11. France hits Google, Facebook with 210 million euros in fines over cookies
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•
•

•

•

French regulators have hit Google and Facebook with 210 million euros (237 million dollars) in fines
over their use of cookies, the data used to track users online, authorities said Thursday.
US tech giants, including the likes of Apple and Amazon, have come under growing pressure over
their businesses practices across Europe, where they have faced massive fines and plans to impose farreaching EU rules on how they operate.
The 150-million-euro fine imposed on Google was a record by France’s National Commission for
Information Technology and Freedom (CNIL), beating a previous cookie-related fine of 100 million
euros against the company in December 2020.
Facebook was handed a 60-million-euro fine.

Obituary
12. Legendary Hollywood actor Sidney Poitier passes away

•

•
•

Sidney Poitier, who broke through racial barriers as the first Black winner of the best actor Oscar for his
role in Lilies of the Field, and inspired a generation during the civil rights movement, has died at age 94,
an official from the Bahamian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Poitier had won his history-making best actor Oscar for Lilies of the Field in 1963, playing a handyman
who helps German nuns build a chapel in the desert.
Five years before that Poitier had been the first Black man nominated for a lead actor Oscar for his role
in The Defiant Ones.
By Sameer Singhal
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