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NationalNews
1. Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw inaugurates Badi Sadri-Mavli

gauge converted rail section

• Union Rail Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw inaugurated the Badi Sadri-Mavli gauge
converted rail section yesterday.
• He lagged off Badi Sadri-Udaipur City daily special and Rewa-Udaipur
City weekly special and Siuri-Sealdah MEMU train virtually in the program
organized at Badi Sadri in Chittorgarh Rajasthan.
• On the occasion, Rail Minister said that Indian Railways is moving towards a
new direction under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
• He said the stations are being built with a plan for the next 50 years. He said
that the work of making Udaipur City Railway world class would be started
soon.
• Shri Ashwini Vaishnav announced to make Chittorgarh station a world class
station.
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2. Indo-Oman joint military exercise commences in Rajasthan

• The joint military Exercise AL NAJAH -IV between contingents of Indian Army
and the Royal Army of Oman is starting from today at the Foreign Training
Node of Mahajan Field Firing Range in Bikaner, Rajasthan. It would conclude
on August 13.
• The Royal Army of Oman contingent comprising 60 personnel from the Sultan
of Oman Parachute Regiment have allready arrived at the exercise location.
• The Indian Army is represented by troops from the 18 Mechanised Infantry
Battalion.
• The previous edition of Ex AL NAJAH IV was organised at Muscat from 12 to
25 March 2019.
• The joint exercise would focus on Counter Terrorism Operations, Regional Security Operations and Peace
• Keeping Operations under United Nations charter apart from organising joint
physical training schedules, tactical drills, techniques and procedures.
• Joint military exercise aims to enhance the level of defence co-operation between Indian Army and Royal Army of Oman and will further manifest in enhancing the bilateral relations between the two nations.
3. 3rd edition of Vietnam-India Bilateral Army exercise to begin tomorrow at
Chandimandir
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• The 3rd Edition of Vietnam-India Bilateral Army Exercise “Ex VINBAX 2022”
will begin tomorrow at Chandimandir. It will continue till 20th August.
• The exercise is a sequel to a previously conducted bilateral exercise in Vietnam
in 2019 and a major milestone in strengthening the bilateral relations between
India and Vietnam. India and Vietnam share a Comprehensive
• Strategic Partnership and defence cooperation is a key pillar of this partnership.
• Vietnam is an important partner in India’s Act East policy and the Indo-Paci ic
vision.
• The theme of Ex VINBAX - 2022 is the employment and deployment of an
Engineer Company and a Medical Team as part of the United Nations Contingent
for Peace Keeping Operations.
• India has a rich legacy of deployment of troops in United Nations missions
and has some of the best capacities to impart United Nations peace operations
training
• incorporating best practices and hands-on training to prospective United
Nations peacekeepers at tactical, operational and strategic levels.
• The conduct of Ex VINBAX - 2022 as a ield training exercise with enhanced
scope from previous editions of bilateral exercises will strengthen mutual
con idence, and inter-operability and enable sharing of best practices between
the Indian Army and Vietnam People’s Army.
4. Vice President Venkaiah Naidu presents President’s colour to Tamil
Nadu Police

• Vice President Venkaiah Naidu today presented the
• President’s colour to the Tamil Nadu Police and released a Special Cover to
honour the occasion.
• The President’s Colour is the highest honour given to the military, paramilitary
and police forces of States and Union Territories. Delivering his speech on the
4
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Occasion, Mr.
• Naidu appreciated the Tamil Nadu state Police for receiving the prestigious
colour as the irst in Southern India.
• He said that the State ranks second in the list of more women in the police
force and observed that the State was the irst to create a women commando
force.
• He said, the police force needs to be updated and ready to handle modern
crimes in cyberspace.
• The Vice President appreciated the formation of the State Marine Police Force
to prevent crimes and protect the 1076 km long coastline of Tamil Nadu.
• Mr. Naidu said that Tamil Nadu is the only State to have a police unit to
investigate smuggling of idols and statues
5. Chahabar Day conference begins in Mumbai

● Union Shipping Minister Sarban and Sonowal and Minister of State for Shipping Shripad Naik inaugurated the Chabahar Day conference in Mumbai today.
● Dignitaries from Iran,Kazakhstan,Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Afghanistan were present on the occasion.
● The Chabahar port is a key pillar of India’s Indo-Paci ic vision to connect with
Eurasia with Indian Ocean Region.
● The port will also be part of the International North South Transport Corridor network connecting India.
● Deputy Head of Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization ,Jalil Eslami said that
Chabahar port play sanim port an trole in economic development of India
and Iran.
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● This trade route will open new a venues for India and Eurasi an countries.
● He said that Iran has given special incentives to increase trade cooperation
activities between India and Iran through Chabahar port.
6. Common wealth Games: Mirabai Chanu strikes irst gold for India; Bindyarani Devi bags silver in Weight lifting

● At the on going Common wealth Games, Tokyo Olympic silver medallist
weightlifter Saikhom Mirabai Chanuclaimed India’s irst gold medal in the
Women’s 49kilogrameventatBirminghamyesterday.
● The 2017 World champion lifted a total of 201 kilogram in snatch and clean
and jerk category to give India their third medal at the games.
● Another weightlifter Bindyarani Devi Sorokhaibam wonsecondSilvermedalforIndiaintheprestigiousgamesinWomen’s55Kgcategory.
● Bidyaraniliftedatotalof202Kginsnatchandcleanandjerkcategory.
● Earlier,Indian weightlifter Sanket Sargar clincheda silver medal in the Men’s
55 kilogram category while Guru raja Poojary bagged bronze medal in the
Men’s 61 kilogram inals.
● President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated winners at the Common wealth Games.
● Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur has also congratulated winners So far,
India has won four medals in the prestigious sporting event. All these medals
are in weightlifting.
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7. National Flag designer Pingali Venkayya birth centenary celebrations in Delhi
on Aug2

● Union Minister for Culture and Tourism G Kishan Reddy has said that on the
occasion of the birth centenary celebrations of the designer of the national lag, Pingali Venkaiah, alarge-scale program will be organized in Delhi on
Tuesday.
● Speaking to media in Vijayawada yesterday, Kishan Reddy said the original
lag designed by Pingali will be displayed on that day.
● He said he will visit the hometown of Pingali Venkaiah and invite family members on behalf of the Prime Minister for the centenary celebrations to beheld
in New Delhi.
● He said a postage stamp will also be released in the name of Pingali andPrime Minister Narendra Modi and Amit Shah will honour the members of
Pingali’s family.
8. Actor Rasik Dave passes away after prolonged illness

● Actor Rasik Dave, known for appearing in Hindi and Gujarati ilms and shows,
7
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passed away following a prolonged illness.
● He was 65. His mother-in-law and veteran actor Sarita Joshi informed that
Dave, who had been suffering from kidney ailments for the past four years,
breathed his last on Friday evening.
● Dave’s last rites were held yesterday in presence of family members and close
friends.
● Rasik Dave began his career in 1982 with a Gujarat ilm, titled Putra Vadhu.
● In Hindi ilms and TV shows, the actor is best known for his work in Hrishikesh Mukherjee - directed movie ’Jhoothi’, TV shows like ’EkMahal Ho Sapno
Ka’, ’Maha bharat’ and ’Sanskaar- Dharohar Apnon Ki’.
● The actor along with his wife- popular artist Ketki Dave had also formed a
theater company.

By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Asia Has New Richest Woman - India’s Savitri Jindal

● Savitri Jindal, the Chairperson Emeritus of OP Jindal Group, has surpassed
China’s Yang Huiyan to become Asia’s richest woman, as per the real-time
Bloomberg Billionaires Index.
● The 72-year-old Savitri Jindal who also holds the positionof the richest woman
in India has a total fortune of $11.3 billion.
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● Jindal’s net worth has luctuated wildly in recent years. It fell to $3.2 billion in
April 2020 at the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, then to $15.6 billion in April
2022 due to a rise incommodity prices following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
● The fortune of Yang Huiyan, owner of China’s largest real estate developer
‘Country Garden Holdings’, dropped by more than half in 2022, from $ 24 billion to $11 billion. Shehad been Asia’s richest woman for the past ive years.
● Jindal, 72, is India’s richest woman and the 10th-richestperson in the country.
● She became the chairwoman of the Jindal Group shortlyafter her husband died
in a helicopter crash in 2005.
● Savitri also boasts of a career in politics. In 2009, she was re-elected and was
appointed as the cabinet minister in theHaryana government.

2. Director General of SSB takes additional charge of ITBP

● Director General of Sashastra Seema Bal, SSB Dr. SujoyLal Thaosen today took
over the additional charge of Director General of Indo-Tibetan Border Police
in NewDelhi.
● Dr. Thaosen is an IPS Of icer of the 1988 batch, Madhya Pradesh Cadre. IPS
Sanjay Arora handed over the chargeand customary baton to Dr. Thaosen.
● Raised in 1962, the ITBP guards Indo-China borders. It is also deployed in various internal security duties includinganti-Naxal operations in Chhattisgarh.
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3. World Wide Web Day: 1st August 2022

● World Wide Web Day is observed on 1st of August every year. The day is marked
in honor of the ability of people tobrowse information freely using the Web.
● The Web is the tool that billions across the globe use everymoment to interact
with the global system of interconnected computer systems that is the Internet.
● The WWW was created by English computer scientist TimBerners-Lee in 1989,
while he was working for the European Organization for Nuclear Research
(CERN) inSwitzerland.
● Berners-Lee developed the essentials of the web - HTTP,HTML, the WorldWideWeb browser, a server, and the irstwebsite - while working at the organization.
● The day aims to highlight the importance of the web in improving people’s
lives by facilitating communication,access to information and resources, education and empowerment.
● The signi icance of the world wide web is huge in everydaylife. Not a day goes
by when people across the world don’tuse the world wide web in some way or
the other.
4. World Lung Cancer Day 2022

● Every year, World Lung Cancer Day is observed on 01st August to raise aware10
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ness about the causes and treatmentof lung cancer and highlight the issues of
lack of suf icientresearch funding for the ailment.
● Lung cancer is one of the leading causes of cancer deathsamong men and women.
● The campaign was irst organised in 2012 by the Forum ofInternational Respiratory Societies (FIRS), in collaborationwith the International Association
for the Study of Lung Cancer (IASLC) and also the American College of Chest
Physicians.
● The IASLC is the largest organisation in the world of itskind that only deals
with lung cancer.
5. Monkeypox | Center forms task force to monitor virus situation

● The Central Government has constituted a task force in thewake of monkeypox
cases in India to monitor and provide guidance on the expansion of diagnostic
facilities and to explore vaccination for the infection in the country.
● The decision was taken during a meeting attended bysenior of icials recently.
● The team will be headed by Dr. V.K. Paul, member (Health),NITI Aayog. Until
Monday, India con irmed four monkeypoxcases — three in Kerala and one in
Delhi.
● Last week, a youth in Kerala presenting monkeypox-likesymptoms died, following which State Health Minister Veena George had initiated a high-level inquiry.
● Dr. Paul earlier reassured the general public, saying there is no need for any
panic about the monkeypox virus as thegovernment has taken signi icant measures to keep the disease in check.
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6. Zimbabwe debuts gold coin as legal tender to stem in lation,boost currency

● Zimbabwe has launched gold coins to be sold to the publicin a bid to tame runaway in lation that has further eroded the country’s unstable currency.
● The unprecedented move was announced on Monday by the country’s central
bank, the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe,to boost con idence in the local currency.
● Trust in Zimbabwe’s currency is low after people saw theirsavings wiped out
by hyperin lation in 2008 which reached5 billion, according to the IMF.
● With strong memories of that disastrous in lation, manyZimbabweans today
prefer to scramble on the illegal market for scarce US dollars to keep at home
as savings orfor daily transactions.

7. Muslim Women Rights Day on August 1

● Muslim Women’s Rights Day is observed every year on the01st of August to celebrate the enforcement of the law against the ‘Triple Talaq’ rule among Muslims.
● According to the Shariat or Muslim Personal Law, Muslim men were given the
privilege to end their marriage anytimeby uttering the word Talaq three times
in a row.
● But the law was repealed by the Indian Government in2019.
12
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● The Central Government of India on 01 August 2019, enacted a law against the
Triple Talaq according to whichInstant or Triple Talaq was declared a criminal
offence.
● The new law was welcomed by all the women in India, especially the Muslim
women and since then 01 August isobserved as Muslim Women’s Rights Day.
● This year marks the second anniversary of MuslimWomen’s Rights Day in India.

By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Lok Sabha passes Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021

● The Lok Sabha today passed the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021,
seeking to increase the species protected under the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972, andimplement the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, CITES.
● Replying to the discussion in Lok Sabha, Environment andForests Minister Bhupender Yadav said that the unique ecosystem in the country must be preserved.
● He said, the Government has given equal importance to thedevelopment and
environment.
● The Minister said, in the last eight years protected areas in the country have
increased from 693 to 987, which includes ifty two tiger reserves.
● Noting that, the government works on the principle of Vasudhaiva Kutum13
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bakam, he said, the center is working towards the betterment of all wildlife
species alongsidehumans.
● Mr Yadav said a special chapter has been added to conform to the international treaty Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Faunaand Flora.
2. Khulna-Mongla railway line to open by December: BangladeshRailway Minister

● Bangladesh Railway Minister Md. Nurul Islam Sujan has said that the Khulna-Mongla railway line will become operational by the end of this year.
● Minister Sujan said most of the work of around 45kilometres railway line has
been completed.
● The Mongla-Khulna railway line is funded by the government of India Line of
Credit (LOC). The project isscheduled to be over by the end of this year.
● The Khulna-Mongla railway project is part of the irst Lineof Credit extended
by India to Bangladesh in 2010.
● According to the IRCON International Ltd, a total 31 bridges and 108 culverts
have been built for the train link.
● The Rupsha bridge was completed on 25 June this year.
● The Minister said that the main challenge in the project wasthe construction
of the Rupsha bridge which has been completed now. Railway track will be laid
over it, said theMinister.
● Outlining the bene it of the Khulna-Mongla line, Nurul IslamSujan said that it
will lead to enhanced trade throug the Mongla port to foreign destinations.
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3. India scripts history at Commonwealth Games as Women’s teamsecures irst
ever Gold medal in Lawn Bowls

● In the Commonwealth Games, in a major irst for India, thewomen’s fours lawn
bowls team of Nayanmoni Saikia, Pinki, Lovely Choubey and Rupa Rani Tirkey,
scripted history as they won a gold medal by defeating South Africa17-10 in
the inals. This is India’s irst medal in the sport.
● Lawn Bowls Association President Madhukant Pathak expressed his happiness over the irst ever win in the LawnBowl sport.
● The Men’s Table Tennis team defeated Singapore 3-1 in thegold medal match
to give the country its ifth gold medal.
● Weightlifter Vikas Thakur won the silver medal in men’s96-kilogram category.
Thakur lifted a total weight of 346kilograms.
● In Athletics, Murali Sreeshankar and Muhammed AneesYahiya have quali ied
for the men’s long jump inal.
● Star shot-putter Manpreet Kaur has quali ied for the inal too. Swimmers
Kushagra Rawat and Advait Page qualifyfor men’s 1500 meter freestyle inal.
4. Lion of the Skies:by Stephen Barker
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● Hardit was a courageous Sikh, Westernised in thought butdeep-rooted in Indian philosophy, a proud patriot who fought constantly for the dignity of Indian.
● Lion of the Skies: Hardit Singh Malik, the Royal Air Force and the First World
War is not just another book – it is a powerful story of an “Indian ighter pilot”
who claimed “two kills” long before the Indian Air Force was born, if thatcan
raise some curiosity.
● A book titled “Lion of the Skies: Hardit Singh Malik, theRoyal Air Force and the
First World War” is all about an“India’s irst ighter pilot” who participated in
the WorldWar, long before the Indian Air Force was born.
● The book has been written by author Stephen Barker, whodescribes in great
detail, how challenging it was for an Indian to serve in the British armed forces, ighting racialdiscrimination – both institutional and interpersonal.
● Author Stephen Barker describes in great detail, howchallenging it was for
an Indian to serve in the Britisharmed forces, ighting racial discrimination –
both institutional and interpersonal.
5. Veteran singer Nirmala Mishra passes away

● Renowned Bengali singer Nirmala Mishra has passed away. She was 81. She
was born in 1938 in West Bengal’sSouth 24 Parganas district.
● She sang various songs in Bengali, Odia, and Assamese ilms. Her melodies in
the Bengali language include ‘Eamon Ekta Jhinuk’, ‘Bolo to Arshi’ and ‘Eai Banglar MatiTe’.
● The West Bengal government has also awarded her‘Sangeet Samman’, ‘Sangeet
Mahasamman’ and ‘Bangabhibhushan’ awards.
● She has been conferred with the Sangeet Sudhakar Balakrushna Das Award
for her lifetime contribution to Odia music.
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6. Zee Entertainment’s Merger with Sony Pictures Networks GetsNSE, BSE Approval

● Zee Entertainment on Friday said it has received approvalfrom stock exchanges BSE and NSE for its proposed merger with Sony Pictures Networks India.
● The proposed merger with Culver Max Entertainment Private Limited (formerly Sony Pictures Networks India) has been approved by Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) andNational Stock Exchange (NSE), said a statement from ZeeEntertainment Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL) “The approval from the stock exchanges
marks a irm and positive step in the overall merger approval process.
● The clearances allow ZEEL to move forward with the general merger process’
upcoming steps, it was said.
● The composite plan of organisation must still receive allnecessary governmental and other approvals, nevertheless.
● Following the conclusion of an exclusive negotiation period during which both
parties engaged in reciprocal due diligence, the two media organisations had
signed inal agreements for the merger of ZEEL with SPNI in Decemberof the
previous year.
● According to the announcement, the acquisition is subjectto a number of standard closing conditions, including shareholder, regulatory, and third-party
clearances.
7. Satyendra Prakash assumes charge as Principal DG of PIB
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● Senior Indian Information Service of icer, Satyendra Prakash has been appointed as the Principal Director General of the Press Information Bureau
(PIB).
● A 1988 batch Indian Information Service (IIS) of icer, Prakash, the Principal
Director General of the CentralBureau of Communication, will succeed Jaideep
Bhatnagar, who superannuated.
● The Press Information Bureau was established in June1919.
● In 1941, J. Natrajan became the irst Indian to be head theBureau as Principal
Information Of icer.
● The organization’s name was changed to the PressInformation Bureau in 1946.
The Bureau has been reconstituted many times since the independence of Indiain 1947.
● The Press Information Bureau (PIB) is the nodal agency ofthe Government of
India to disseminate information to the print and electronic media on government policies,programmes, initiatives and achievements.

By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. Center announces free entry for visitors at all protectedmonuments from 5th
to 15th August

● Government has made free entry for the visitors and tourists to all its protected monuments and sites acrossthe country from 5th to 15th August.
● In a tweet, Tourism Minister G. Kishan Reddy said, the decision has been taken
under the aegis of Azadi ka AmritMahotsav and 75th Independence Day cele18
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brations.
● The Director General of Archeological Survey of India has said that no fee will
be charged at all the ticketed centrally protected monuments and Archaeological sites from 5th to15th August this year.

2. Lok Sabha passes Central Universities (Amendment) Bill 2022

● The Lok Sabha today passed the Central Universities (Amendment) Bill 2022,
which provides for establishingcentral universities in various states by amending the Central Universities Act of 2009.
● The Bill, introduced by Education Minister DharmendraPradhan in the Lower
House, seeks to convert the Vadodara-based National Rail and Transportation
Institute,a deemed university to Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya whichwill be a
central university.
● The Vishwavidyalaya will be sponsored and funded by thecentral government
through the Ministry of Railways.
● Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya will take measures to providequality teaching, research, and skill development in disciplines related to transportation, technology, and management.
● It will address the need for trained talent in thetransportation sector.
● Opposition parties including the AITC, Congress, and theDMK boycotted the
discussion on the Bill in protest against the raid by central agencies, which
they termed were targeted at opposition leaders.
● Persistent sloganeering by the opposition members forcedthe chair to adjourn
the House for about an hour till 4 pm.
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3. Suresh N Patel sworn in as Central Vigilance Commissioner

● Suresh N. Patel was today sworn in as the Central Vigilance Commissioner. He
made and subscribed the oathof his of ice before President Droupadi Murmu
at a ceremony held at Rashtrapati Bhavan.
● Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu, Prime Minister NarendraModi, Law Minister Kiren Rijiju, Leader of Opposition in theRajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
and other dignitaries werepresent on the occasion.
● Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) is an apex Indiangovernmental body created in 1964 to address governmental corruption.
● In 2003, the Parliament enacted a law conferring statutorystatus on the CVC.
4. Commonwealth Games: Indian Judoka Tulika Maan claims Silver; Tejaswin
Shankar bags bronze in Men’s high jump

● Indian Judoka Tulika Maan claimed Silver medal in women’s 78 kg category
after suffering a defeat against Scotland’s Sarah Adlington at the ongoing CommonwealthGames 2022 in Birmingham.
● Indian weightlifter Gurdeep Singh bagged the bronzemedal in the men’s 109plus kg inal with a combinedweight of 390kg.
● India’s Saurav Ghosal clinched the bronze medal in squash men’s singles by
beating James Willstrop of England 11-6, 11-1, 11-4.
20
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● Ghosal, who had won the silver medal in the mixed doubles event in Gold Coast
in 2018, gave the Englishmanno chance whatsoever in one of the most one-sided medalmatches of CWG.
● This was Ghosal’s irst medal at the Commonwealth Gamesin men’s singles.
● India’s Tejaswin Shankar won India’s irst medal in athleticsat the Commonwealth games 2022, by clinching a historic bronze in the men’s high jump inal.
● Tejaswin, competing for India for the irst time in four years, nailed a landing
of 2.22m to secure a podium inish.
● Lovepreet Singh bagged a bronze medal in men’s 109kgweightliftling while
setting a national record in the cleanand jerk round.
● Indian Women beat Canada 3-2 to qualify for the Hockeysemi- inal.

5. Andhra Pradesh tops in Utilization of Agriculture Infrastructurefunds

● When it comes to using cash for agricultural infrastructure,Andhra Pradesh
comes out on top (Agri Infra Fund).
● By placing a strong emphasis on infrastructure development at the farm gate,
it has become the best state.
● At a ceremony in New Delhi, Union Minister of Agricultureand Family Welfare
Narendra Singh Tomar presented B.
● Srinivasa Rao, CEO of State Rythu Bazars, with the awardfor the best state in
the nation in terms of utilising Agri Funds in the iscal year 2021–22.
● Many states are falling behind in using agri-infra funding,according to Union
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar, but Andhra Pradesh has surpassed all others
by doing so andbuilding extensive infrastructure at the rural level.
● The state government is building extensive infrastructureat the farm through
multi-sponsored centres with the goalof tripling farmers’ revenue.
21
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● PACS has installed 4,277 godowns, including 2,977 dryers,101 yellow polishers, 60 buffer godowns for the AP Civil Supplies Corporation, 830 cleaners for
primary processing,and 4,277 drying platforms at RBK level.
● In addition to RBKs for horticulture goods, the governmenthas supplied infrastructure to 945 collection centres, 344 cool rooms, 10,678 assaying devices,
and 10,678 procurement centres.

6. Indian and French Navies Exercise in The Atlantic

● The Indian Navy guided-missile frigate INS Tarkash, while on herlong-range
overseas deployment, conducted a Maritime Partnership Exercise (MPX) with
French naval ships in the NorthAtlantic Ocean on July 29 and 30.
● INS Tarkash and French Fleet Tanker FNS Somme carried out areplenishment
at sea, followed by cooperative air operations with the maritime surveillance
aircraft Falcon 50, taking part inseveral mock missile engagements and air defence drills.
● The successful conduct of these surface and aerial exercisessymbolise the high
degree of professionalism and interoperability that exists between the two navies.
● India and France are maritime nations with dynamic maritime economy sectors like marine technology and scienti ic research, isheries, port and shipping, to name a few.
● Possessing vast exclusive economic zones, their fate is closelylinked to the sea
and the ocean.
By Sameer Singhal
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National News
1. Indian Navy’s all-women crew creates history by completing irstindependent
maritime surveillance mission over Arabian Sea

● Indian Navy’s women of icers have created history afterthey completed the
irst-ever all-women independent maritime reconnaissance and surveillance
mission in theNorth Arabian Sea onboard a Dornier 228 aircraft.
● The mission was carried out by ive of icers of the IndianNavy Air Squadron
(INAS) 314 based at Naval Air Enclaveat Gujarat’s Porbandar.
● The aircraft was captained by the Mission Commander, LtCdr Aanchal Sharma,
who had pilots, Lt Shivangi and Lt Apurva Gite, and Tactical and Sensor Of icers, Lt Pooja Panda and SLt Pooja Shekhawat in her team.
● For this, the women of icers received months of ground training and comprehensive mission brie ings in the run-upto this historical sortie, the Ministry of
Defence said in a statement.
● The INAS 314 is a frontline Naval Air Squadron based atPorbandar, Gujarat.

2. Polling to elect new Vice President will be held tomorrow

● The polling to elect the new Vice President will be heldtomorrow.
23
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● The polling will take place at the Parliament House between10 am and 5 pm.
● Mr Jagdeep Dhankar is the NDA candidate, while Ms Margaret Alva is the Opposition candidate for the VicePresiden of the country.
● The Vice-President is elected by the members of theElectoral College consisting of the members of both Houses of Parliament in accordance with the system ofproportional representation by means of the single transferable vote.
● The total number of electors are 788 Members ofParliament.
● It includes 543 elected Members of the Lok Sabha and 233elected Members of
the Rajya Sabha as well as 12 nominated members of the Rajya Sabha.
● The counting will take place at the Parliament House afterthe voting tomorrow.

3. Sudhir wins gold in men’s heavyweight para powerlifting, setsrecord at Commonwealth Games 2022

● India bagged a sixth gold medal at the Commonwealth Games 2022 as para-powerlifter Sudhir inished on top inthe men’s heavyweight category inal.
● Sudhir, an Asian Para Games bronze medallist in 2018, lifted 208kg in his irst
attempt before increasing it to 212kgin his second effort to gather 134.5 points
and break the Games record. In his third lift, Sudhir attempted to lift 217kg, a
personal best, but was not successful, but it did not matter.
● Sudhir is currently working as a Senior Coach(Weightlifting) for the Government of Haryana.
● He was also named “Strong Man of India” at the 17thSenior and 12th Junior
National Para Powerlifting Championships in 2018.
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4. Fintech platform BharatPe appoints Nalin Negi as new CFO amidIPO plans

● Nalin Negi has been appointed as the new chief inancialof icer (CFO) of Fintech startup BharatPe.
● Earlier he was the CFO of credit card issuer SBI Card.
● In his new role, Negi will be working towards making the company’s EBITDA
positive by March 2023 and leading the inancial readiness for the company,
which is getting readyfor an initial public offering (IPO).
● Ebitda stands for earnings before interest, taxes,depreciation, and amortization.
● He will report to Suhail Sameer, CEO, BharatPe and workclosely with the Board
of BharatPe.
● “BharatPe is a truly ‘Indian’ payments company servingof line retailers and
businesses.
● We empower the merchants to accept UPI payments for ‘FREE’ through the
BharatPe QR. Merchants can sign up instantly and start receiving the funds
immediately in theirbank account.

5. Former boxing world champion Johnny Famechon dies at theage of 77
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● Former Australian featherweight boxing world champion Johnny Famechon
has passed away. He was 77.
● He was associated with professional boxing for more than 20 years and had
a record of 56 wins, which includes 20 byknockout, six draws and ive losses.
● The Australian boxer’s most memorable world title victorywas his WBC points
decision win against Cuban Jose Legra at London’s Albert Hall in 1969.
● Famechon boxed professionally for more than 20 years and had a record of 56
wins, 20 by knockout, six draws and ive losses.
● Johnny Famechon was one of the most popular Australianboxers of all time.
● Johnny was our humble, skilful world champion, showingthe essence of how
we see our heroes. He was describedas poetry in motion, a master craftsman.

6. Milk, eggs twice a week for all anganwadi children

● Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan will inaugurate on Monday a project of the
Women and Child Development (WCD) department to provide milk and eggs
two days a week to preschool children in all anganwadis in the State toimprove
their nutrition levels.
● As of now, only a few local bodies provide milk and eggs toanganwadi children
in the 3-6 age group using their own funds.
● Under this scheme, which is considered as a irst in the country, each child will
be given 125 ml of milk two days aweek for 44 weeks (10 months) and an egg
twice a week.
● Under this project, four lakh children in the age group of3-6 from the 33,115
anganwadis of the state will receive eggs and milk twice a week.
● The introduction of milk and eggs for Anganwadi childrenis intended to im26
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prove their nutritional parameters and assumes signi icance as ending hunger
is one of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established by theUnited
Nations.
7. IFS Of icer Shweta Singh Appointed Director In PMO

● According to a Personnel Ministry, 2008 batch Indian Foreign Service (IFS) oficer, Shweta Singh was appointedas a director in the Prime Minister’s Of ice
(PMO).
● The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) approved Singh’s appointment for a period of three yearsfrom the date of her joining.
● The ACC has cancelled the appointment of Aniket Govind Mandavgane, a
2009-batch IFS of icer, as the Deputy Secretary in the PMO. Mandavgane was
on July 18appointed as the Deputy Secretary.
By Sameer Singhal

National News
1. ‘Badhe Chalo’ Movement under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav begins
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● ‘Badhe Chalo’ Movement under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsavhas begun from today.
● With an objective to instill a deeper sense of patriotism among the youth, the
Ministry of Culture, has decided tocreate a youth centric activation for greater
outreach of Amrit Mahotsav named ‘Badhe Chalo’.
● It is being held across 10 cities every day from today to the11th of this month.
● ‘Badhe Chalo’ have begun at national level and these tenlocations include Lal
Chowk in Srinagar, Ashtley Hall in Dehra Dun, Akashdeep Market in Itanagar,
Central Mall inPatna, Telibandha Talab in Raipur, CMR Mall in Vishakhapatnam, Gaurav Tower in Jaipur, the Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Alpha One Mall inAhmedabad and Keshav Vatika in Kanpur.
● To connect and to bring the youth and people of the country at one platform,
Badhe Chalo movement will feature Flash Dances across 75 cities, where dancers willperform on a specially created ‘Youth Anthem’.
● Through these Flash Dances the Ministry of Culture aims atspreading the message and spirit of the Amrit Mahotsav in an entertaining and enthusiastic manner.
● The energetic foot-tapping anthem has been specially written and composed
on the theme of ‘Badhe Chalo’ and itencourages everyone to come forward and
hoist a Tiranga in their homes.
2. DRDO successfully test ires indigenously developedlaser-guided ATGMs.

● The indigenously developed Laser-Guided Anti-Tank Guided Missiles ATGM
were successfully test- ired fromMain Battle Tank MBT Arjun by Defence Research and Development Organisation DRDO and Indian Army at KKRanges
with support of Armoured Corps Centre and School Ahmednagar in Maharashtra today.
● The missiles hit with precision and successfully destroyedthe targets at two
different ranges. Telemetry systems have recorded the satisfactory light per28
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formance of themissiles.
● The all-indigenous Laser Guided ATGM employs a tandemHigh Explosive Anti-Tank HEAT warhead to defeat Explosive Reactive Armour ERA protected armouredvehicles.
● The ATGM has been developed with multi-platform launch capability and is
currently undergoing technical evaluationtrials from the 120 mm ri led gun of
MBT Arjun.
● Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has complimented DRDO and the Indian Army
for the successful performance of theLaser Guided ATGMs.
3. DRDO successfully test- ires indigenously developed laser-guided Anti-Tank
Guided Missiles from Main Battle TankArjun

● The indigenously developed Laser-Guided Anti-Tank Guided Missiles ATGM
were successfully test- ired fromMain Battle Tank MBT Arjun by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and Indian Army at KKRanges
with support of Armoured Corps Centre and School Ahmednagar in Maharashtra yesterday.
● The missiles hit with precision and successfully destroyedthe targets at two
different ranges.
● Telemetry systems have recorded the satisfactory light performance of the
missiles.
● The all-indigenous Laser Guided ATGM employs a tandemHigh Explosive Anti-Tank HEAT warhead to defeat Explosive Reactive Armour ERA protected armouredvehicles.
● The ATGM has been developed with multi-platform launch capability and is
currently undergoing technical evaluationtrials from 120 mm ri led gun of
MBT Arjun.
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4. CWG: Wrestlers Bajrang Punia, Deepak Punia and Sakshi Malik clinch Gold
medals

● In the Commonwealth Games, Bajrang Punia, Deepak Punia and Sakshi Malik
clinched gold medals for India.
● In men’s freestyle wrestling, Bajrang Punia won gold bydefeating Canadian
Lachlan Mcneil 9-2 in 65kg categorywhile Deepak Punia clinched the gold by
defeating Pakistan’s Muhammad Inam 3-0 in 86kg category.
● Mohit Grewal won bronze by defeating Jamacian AaronJohnson in 125kg category.
● In Women’s Freestyle wrestling, Sakshi Malik bagged goldbeating Canadian
Godinez Gonzalez by fall in 62kg category while Anshu Malik settled for a silver after losing3-7 to Nigeria’s Folasade Adekuoroye in 57 kg category.
● Divya Kakran won bronze medal by defeating Tiger LilyCocker Lemalie of Tonga by fall in 68 kg category.
5. Lumpy Skin Disease, the viral infection killing cattle in Gujarat,Rajasthan

● Over the last few weeks, nearly 3,000 cattle have died inRajasthan and Gujarat
due to a viral infection called theLumpy Skin Disease (LSD) that has spread
across the states.
● Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel visited the affectedareas in Kutch to
review the situation on Tuesday (August 3).
30
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● According to a report by GAVI, the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation, the Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD)disease is caused by a virus called the
Capripoxvirus and is “an emerging threat to livestock worldwide”.
● It is genetically related to the goatpox and sheeppox virusfamily.
● LSD infects cattle and water buffalo mainly through vectorssuch as blood-feeding insects.
● Signs of infection include the appearance of circular, irmnodes on the animal’s
hide or skin that look similar to lumps.
6. NRIs can now pay utility bills through Bharat Bill PaymentSystem

● The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) proposed to allow non-resident Indians (NRIs)
to make utility, education and other bill payments on behalf of their family
members living in India.
● The payments will be processed through Bharat BillPayment System’s (BBPS)
cross-border inward bill payments facility.
● BBPS is a payments system conceptualized by RBI and runby National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) to help customers make bill payments both
digitally and physically, say, through bank branches and business correspondents.
● Experts said the move will be convenient for NRIs whomake regular payments
in India.
● The move was announced by RBI governor ShaktikantaDas in his monetary
policy statement.
● The central bank will soon be issuing instructions to putthis into effect.

31

www.plutusacademy.com

7. Ranjit Rath takes over as Oil India chairman

● Ranjit Rath has taken over as the Chairman and ManagingDirector (CMD) of
state-run Oil India Ltd (OIL). He replacesSushil Chandra Mishra who retired
on 30 June.
● The newly appointed OIL CMD has so far been associated with diverse roles
spanning from strategy formulation, business development and upstream asset management tothe application of geosciences and exploration geology in
several important projects including the creation of strategic petroleum reserves (SPR).
● An alumnus of IIT Bombay and IIT Kharagpur and with an experience of more
than 25 years in the ield of geosciences, Rath, prior to his appointment as the
Oil IndiaCMD, Rath was the CMD Mineral Exploration & Consultancy Ltd.
● He has also held the positions of the CEO of Khanij BideshIndia Limited, Managing Director of Bharat Gold Mines Ltd and also held additional charge of the
Director General of Geological Survey of India.
● The appointment of the new CMD comes at a crucial timeas the company is diversifying into renewable energy businesses along with other energy majors.
8. IOCL signs MoU with Bangladesh for emergency supply ofpetroleum goods

● A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the emergencydelivery of petro32
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leum products via Bangladeshi territory toIndia was signed by the Indian Oil
Corporation Limited (IOCL) and the Bangladesh Roads and Highways department in Dhaka.
● The Indian High Commission stated in a tweet that this is an interim setup to
help with the urgent supply of petroleum products due to damage caused by
the lood inAssam this year.
● Oil tankers will enter from Meghalaya and travel intoBangladeshi territory on
their way to Tripura.
● For use of Bangladeshi land, the IOCL shall be responsiblefor paying all administrative costs, fees, and local taxes, including the road usage fee.
● The MoU was signed to permit Indian cars to transfer petroleum from Assam to
Tripura by road, which has been badly affected as a result of the recent loods
in Assam andTripura, according to a statement from Bangladesh’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MoFA).

By Sameer Singhal
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