
National News

1.Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat) Portal Surpasses 1.45 Crore Youth
Registrations In Three Months

The Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat) portal has garnered over 1.45 crore youth
registrations within a remarkable three-month period, attesting to its widespread
popularity.
Launched by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on October 31, 2023, the platform has
swiftly become a crucial driver of youth development and engagement.
The portal’s success can be attributed to its highly accessible and user-friendly
interface, enabling seamless registrations within minutes.

MY Bharat innovatively blends physical activities with digital connectivity, reflecting the
modern, dynamic nature of the platform. This unique ‘Phygital’ approach distinguishes it
as a pioneering initiative.

2.FM Sitharaman Declares Free Cervical Cancer Vaccine For Girls
Aged 9-14
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Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, in her interim budget speech for 2024-25,
indicated that the government would actively “promote” vaccination to combat cervical
cancer.
Sitharaman stated, “Our government will encourage vaccination for girls aged 9 to 14
years as a preventive measure against cervical cancer” during her budget speech.
Despite this commitment, the finance minister did not provide specific details regarding
the government’s plan, leaving uncertainties about its inclusion in the national
immunization program.

In India, cervical cancer ranks as the second most common cancer among women,
posing a significant health challenge.

3.PM Narendra Modi To Inaugurate Bharat Mobility Global Expo,
Showcasing India’s Rise In Global Mobility

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is all set to inaugurate the Bharat Mobility Global Expo, a
groundbreaking event in India’s automotive landscape.
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Taking place from February 1-3 in the national capital, this expo aims to highlight India’s
emergence as a global hub for mobility. With over 800 exhibitors and 50 overseas
participants, the event covers the entire mobility value chain.

The expo will feature not only an auto show but also a large-scale tyre exhibition, the
latest electric vehicles, and cutting-edge technologies.

The event aims to facilitate strategic networking through buyer-seller meets, providing a
platform for businesses to establish valuable connections and partnerships.

State News

4.Surat Airport Attains International Airport Status

Surat Airport, situated in Gujarat, has officially received recognition as an International
Airport from the Indian government, a significant development overseen by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation and the Union Cabinet.

This strategic decision underscores Surat’s increasing economic potential and aims to
enhance global connectivity, aligning with the city’s status as a thriving hub for the
diamond and textile industries.
By elevating Surat Airport to international status, the government aims to boost
economic growth, attract foreign investment, and strengthen diplomatic ties with other
nations.

The designation as an International Airport is expected to significantly increase both
passenger traffic and cargo operations, driving regional development and globalization
efforts.

5.Tamil Nadu Launches ‘Kalaignar Sports Kit’ Initiative

PLU
TUS ACADEMY



Tamil Nadu Youth Welfare and Sports Development Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin recently
announced a pioneering scheme aimed at nurturing sports talent at the grassroots level.
Named after the late Kalaignar Karunanidhi, the ‘Kalaignar Sports Kit’ initiative is set to
provide sporting kits to 12,000 village panchayats across the state.

The inaugural distribution of the sports kits under the Kalaignar Sports Kit scheme is
scheduled to take place on February 7 in Trichy. This event marks the beginning of a
concerted effort to equip village-level athletes with the necessary resources to pursue
their sporting aspirations.

6.Karnataka’s Digital Detox Initiative For A Responsible Gaming
Environment

Recognizing the need to mitigate the adverse effects of excessive online gaming, the
Government of Karnataka has announced a groundbreaking digital detox initiative to
create a responsible gaming environment.
The core objective of Karnataka’s digital detox initiative is to promote moderation and
responsible behaviour within the digital and gaming spheres.
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By advocating for scheduled breaks and encouraging offline activities, the government
aims to: Reduce the risk of digital addiction, Enhance physical health and mental
wellbeing and Foster meaningful social interactions and real-world connections.

Defence News

7.Indian Navy Declares 2024 As ‘Year Of Naval Civilians’

In a strategic move to bolster efficiency and bolster the well-being of its civilian
workforce, the Indian Navy has declared 2024 as the ‘Year of Naval Civilians.’
This initiative targets comprehensive Civilian HR Management, with a focus on
enhancing administrative efficiency, embracing digital transformation, implementing
targeted training programs, and fostering employee welfare activities
The declaration of 2024 as the ‘Year of Naval Civilians’ underscores the Indian Navy’s
commitment to recognizing and empowering its civilian workforce.
Through targeted interventions and strategic initiatives, the Navy seeks to create an
environment where every member, military and civilian alike, can thrive and contribute
to the nation’s maritime security objectives.

Economy News

8.Budget 2024: Bhutan Leads As Top Indian Aid RecipientPLU
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The Interim Budget 2024, unveiled by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, sheds light
on India’s foreign aid allocation, with Bhutan emerging as a significant recipient.
In the Financial Year 2024-25, India allocated a substantial portion of its budget to
foreign aid, with a notable emphasis on Bhutan.

The Indian government provided ₹6,541.79 crore to foreign governments with ₹4,927.43
crore as a grant and ₹1,614.36 crore as a loan, as per the revised estimates for
2023-24. It crossed the budget estimates of ₹5,848.58 crore for 2023-24.

9.Three New Economic Railway Corridors Announced In Budget 2024

In the Interim Budget for 2024-25, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman unveiled
a transformative plan to strengthen the Indian Railways.
Under the PM Gati Shakti framework, the government aims to establish three distinct
economic corridors:
Energy, Mineral, and Cement Corridors: Focused on efficient transportation of critical
resources.
Port Connectivity Corridors: Aimed at enhancing connectivity to major ports for
streamlined logistics.
High Traffic Density Corridors: Geared towards reducing congestion and improving
operational efficiency.

Additionally, a significant upgrade is proposed for 40,000 coaches to meet Vande Bharat
standards, ensuring enhanced safety, convenience, and comfort for passengers
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