
National News

1.India Opens Space Sector To 100% Foreign Investment

India has taken a significant step by opening its space sector to 100% foreign direct
investment (FDI) through an amendment in the FDI policy.
Under the amended FDI policy, various sub-sectors and activities within the space
sector now have liberalized FDI thresholds

The liberalized entry routes are expected to enhance the ease of doing business in
India, leading to increased FDI inflows and contributing to overall economic growth,
investment, income, and employment opportunities.

2.Govt Launches Rs 100 Cr Projects For People With Disabilities
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Spanning an area of 4563 square meters, this facility will offer comprehensive
vocational training to disabled individuals, including courses in LED repair, beauty
therapy, mobile hardware repair, and soft skills.

3.Prime Minister Inaugurates IIT Hyderabad Campus

The Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad (IITH) witnessed the dedication of its
transformative Campus Development Project to the nation by the Honorable Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi via Video Conference.

The dedication ceremony included buildings such as the International Guest House,
Convention Centre, Technology Incubation Park, Knowledge Centre, Sports and
Cultural Complex, Students’ Hostels, and various academic and administrative
buildings, collectively valued at Rs 1089 Cr.

International News

4.Turkey’s First Fifth-Generation Aircraft, KAAN, Completes Maiden
Flight

On February 21, 2024, Dr. Virendra Kumar, the Union Minister of Social Justice and
Empowerment, virtually launched several projects valued at over Rs 100 crore.
The inauguration ceremony featured the introduction of crucial facilities across various
regions. One key facility was Vocational Training Centre at SVNIRTAR, Cuttack
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Turkey celebrates a milestone achievement as its first fifth-generation aircraft, KAAN,
successfully completes its inaugural flight, marking a significant advancement in the
country’s military capabilities.
On February 21, KAAN embarked on its first flight, soaring through the skies for 13
minutes and reaching an altitude of 8,000 feet, highlighting Turkish engineering and
aviation expertise.

Produced by Turkish Aerospace Industries with collaboration from BAE Systems, KAAN
embodies synergy between Turkish and international defense industries, leveraging
technologies to deliver an air superiority fighter.

5.India-Greece Bilateral Cooperation: Strengthening Ties Across
Multiple Fronts

During a 2 day visit to India, Greek PM Kyriakos Mitsotakis engaged in extensive
discussions with PM Modi to bolster cooperation between the two nations. The visit
marks the first by a Greek head of state to India in 15 years.
The talks primarily focused on expanding strategic collaboration in various sectors,
including trade, defense, and counter-terrorism efforts, with an emphasis on doubling
bilateral trade by 2030.

State News

6.1st Ever Skill India Centre Inaugurated In Sambalpur, Odisha
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Union Minister of Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan, spearheaded the inauguration of the first Skill India Centre (SIC)
in Sambalpur, Odisha.
The centre boasts best-in-class infrastructure, cutting-edge technologies, and modern
facilities to facilitate effective learning
The aim is to empower over 1200 students through this centre and equip them with the
necessary skills for the 21st-century job market.

7.Madhya Pradesh Introduces ‘Bag-Less School’ Initiative

In a bold move aimed at revolutionizing the educational landscape, the Madhya
Pradesh government has announced a groundbreaking initiative – the introduction of a
‘bag-less school’ policy.

This policy is set to be implemented once a week from the upcoming academic session
of 2024-25. It marks a significant departure from traditional educational norms.
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Central to this initiative is the establishment of clear weight limits for students’ school
bags, as outlined in a notice issued by the state government.
The weight limits vary according to students’ respective classes, ranging from 1.6 to 2.2
kg for classes 1 and 2, to 2.5 to 4.5 kg for classes 9 and 10.

8.Uttar Pradesh To Set Up First Turtle Conservation Reserve

The Forest Department in Uttar Pradesh’s Gonda district, in collaboration with the Turtle
Survival Alliance Foundation India, is initiating a conservation effort.
This endeavor aims to establish a turtle conservation reserve along the Sarju river, a
tributary of the Ghaghra river. Gonda district is known for its turtle diversity, making it an
ideal location for such a conservation effort.

The proposed reserve will encompass a 2-kilometer stretch of the Sarju river, teeming
with a diverse array of plant species, avifauna, fishes, and water snakes.

9.Tribal Festival ‘Sammakka Saralamma Jatara’ Kicks Off In Telangana
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The Medaram Jatara, known as Sammakka Saralamma Jatara’, began this year on
February 21 in Medaram, Mulugu district, showcasing Telangana’s rich tribal heritage.
This four-day event, considered the world’s largest tribal gathering, attracts pilgrims to
the remote village of Medaram once every two years.
The Medaram Jatara holds historical significance as it commemorates the struggle of a
mother and daughter duo, Sammakka and Saralamma, against unjust rulers.

10.Education Minister Inaugurates 211 PM SHRI Schools In
Chhattisgarh

Union Minister of Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, Dharmendra
Pradhan, alongside Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh, Vishnu Deo Sai, marked the
inauguration of 211 PM SHRI schools in Raipur.
In addition to inaugurating PM SHRI schools, Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan introduced a Digital Library for Kendriya Vidyalaya and Virtual Reality labs for
Navodaya Vidyalaya within the state.

These initiatives signify a progressive step towards integrating technology into the
educational framework, enriching the learning experiences of students and preparing
them for the digital age.

Defence News

11.DRDO To Test Indigenous Laser Weapon DURGA-2
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In a notable stride towards advanced military technology, the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) is reportedly gearing up to test a real prototype of
its indigenous laser weapon system, DURGA-2.
Directed energy weapons, commonly known as laser weapons, operate by focusing
energy through laser, microwave, or particle beams. If successfully developed and
deployed, such weapons have the capability to safeguard vital defense infrastructure
from missile or air attacks.

Economy News

12.Morgan Stanley Projects India’s GDP Growth For FY25 To 6.5%

In its latest analysis, Morgan Stanley Research projects India’s GDP growth for FY25 to
moderate to 6.5%, down from the 6.9% projected for FY24.
Despite this moderation, the report maintains a constructive outlook on the Indian
economy, citing improvements in domestic demand and macro stability.
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GDP growth for Q3 FY24 is expected at 6.5%, a slight slowdown from the first half of
the financial year. The analysis is supported by robust services exports and declining
global commodity prices, especially oil, the current account deficit is expected to remain
benign...
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