
National News

1.Tableau On Theme ‘India: Mother Of Democracy’ Clinches First Spot
At Republic Day Parade 2024

The Republic Day Parade 2024 witnessed a remarkable tableau that captured the
essence of India as the ‘Mother of Democracy.’

This stunning representation not only enthralled the audience but also clinched the first
spot in the parade, symbolizing India’s rich democratic heritage.
The winning tableau was based on the theme ‘India: Mother of Democracy,’ showcasing
the country’s long-standing tradition of democratic values and practices.
The tableau highlighted India’s journey through the ages as a cradle of democratic
principles, reflecting the diverse and inclusive nature of its political system.

2.THDCIL Inaugurates India’s Largest Green Hydrogen Pilot Project On
75th Republic Day
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On the 75th Republic Day, THDC India Limited (THDCIL), a prominent Power Sector
PSU, proudly unveiled India’s Largest Electrolyser End Fuel Cell-based Green
Hydrogen Pilot Project at its office complex in Rishikesh.
The initiative aligns with the “National Green Hydrogen Mission,” showcasing THDCIL’s
commitment to sustainable energy practices. The pilot project, utilizing a 1MW Rooftop
Solar Plant, will produce 50KG of Green Hydrogen daily.

The hydrogen will be stored in two tanks and used during night hours to illuminate the
THDCIL office complex through a 70 Kw PEM Fuel Cell.
As India’s Largest Electrolyser End Fuel Cell based Pilot Project, THDCIL’s
achievement demonstrates key technologies in Green Hydrogen Production, H2
storage, and features a PEM Hydrogen fuel cell-based microgrid system.

International News

3.Comoros President Azali Assoumani Secures Controversial Fourth
Term Amid Opposition Dispute

PLU
TUS ACADEMY



In a disputed electoral process, Comoros President Azali Assoumani has claimed
victory for a fourth term with 63% of the vote, as announced by the electoral body Ceni.
The opposition alleges instances of ballot stuffing and premature closure of polls in
favor of Assoumani, while international observers maintain the overall fairness of the
election despite reported irregularities.

Azali Assoumani, a former military officer who first seized power in 1999, secured his
fourth term after a contentious 2018 referendum abolished term limits. Accusations of
imprisoning and exiling opponents have marred his rule, with critics raising concerns
about democratic principles.

4.Bhutan’s Tshering Tobgay Embarks On Second Term As Prime
Minister After Fourth Free Election

Bhutan’s liberal leader, Tshering Tobgay, from the People’s Democratic Party (PDP),
has commenced his second term as prime minister, following recent elections in the
nation.
Bhutan, with a population of less than 800,000, has embraced democracy for 15 years
and is renowned for its unique Gross National Happiness (GNH) index, measuring
factors like recreation and emotional well-being.

Tobgay, 58, now serving his second non-consecutive term, was previously prime
minister from 2013 to 2018 and led the opposition in the first free vote in 2008. A former
bureaucrat and advocate for Bhutan’s Buddhist culture, he faces the task of revitalizing
the $3 billion economy post-COVID-19 and addressing youth migration abroad.

State News

5.Odisha Hosts Fourth National Chilika Birds Festival
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The National Chilika Birds Festival, a hallmark event in Odisha’s calendar, commenced
with grandeur on January 26. The festival was inaugurated by Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik
Hosted against the breathtaking backdrop of Chilika Lake, this festival brings together
birders and enthusiasts from across India to celebrate the State of India’s Birds.
Participants embarked on birding excursions to Mangalajodi and Nalabana, sanctuaries
nestled within Chilika’s pristine environs. Mangalajodi, dubbed the “Birds Paradise of
Asia,” offered a glimpse into the diverse avian species that call this region home.

6.Odisha Launches LABHA: A 100% State-Funded MSP Scheme For
Tribal Empowerment

In a significant move towards the development and empowerment of approximately one
crore tribals in Odisha, the state government, led by Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, has
approved the launch of the ‘LABHA’ scheme.
LABHA, an acronym for Laghu Bana Jatya Drabya Kraya, is a 100% state-funded
Minimum Support Price (MSP) for Minor Forest Produce (MFP).

The state government will annually determine the Minimum Support Price for the minor
forest produce. Tribal primary collectors will sell minor forest produce at MSP through
procurement centers managed by TDCCOL (Tribal Development Cooperative
Corporation of Odisha Limited).
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7.India Nominates ‘Maratha Military Landscapes’ For UNESCO World
Heritage List 2024-25

India has nominated the ‘Maratha Military Landscapes’ for inclusion in the UNESCO
World Heritage List for the 2024-25 cycle.

The ‘Maratha Military Landscapes of India’ comprise twelve components, including
Salher Fort, Shivneri Fort, Lohgad, Khanderi Fort, Raigad, Rajgad, Pratapgad,
Suvarnadurg, Panhala Fort, Vijay Durg, Sindhudurg, and Gingee Fort.
These structures, dating back to the 17th and 19th centuries, span across Maharashtra
and Tamil Nadu, showcasing the strategic military prowess of the Maratha rule.

Defence News

8.Indian Army Implements New Fitness Policy

In response to concerns over declining physical standards and the increasing
prevalence of lifestyle diseases within the Indian Army, a comprehensive new policy has
been implemented.
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The new policy introduces stringent measures for addressing physical health concerns
among personnel, particularly overweight individuals. It mandates prompt action if no
improvement is observed within 30 days.

Additionally, it introduces the Army Physical Fitness Assessment card (APAC), a
standardized tool for monitoring and maintaining physical fitness levels.
The primary objective of this policy is to address concerns regarding physical health
within the Indian Army. It emphasizes the importance of maintaining physical standards
during courses, foreign postings, and in combating lifestyle diseases.

Economy News

9.Union Budget 2024

Mrs. Nirmala Sitharaman, the Finance Minister, is set to present her 6th budget on this
occasion. The upcoming Union Budget on 1st February 2024 marks the 15th interim
budget.

Given the imminent Lok Sabha elections in early 2024, this interim budget will serve to
meet expenditures until the new government assumes power.
The infrastructure sector in India is anticipated to achieve a Compound Annual Growth
Rate (CAGR) of 9.57 percent from 2024 to 2029.

For the fiscal year 2023-24, the government had allocated INR 1.75 trillion for fertilizer
subsidies in the 2023 budget, with 55 percent of the amount expended within the initial
five months..
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