
National News

1.Union Culture Minister Lays Foundation Stone For India’s Digital
National Museum Of Epigraphy

Union Culture Minister G. Kishan Reddy recently laid the foundation stone for the
country’s digital National Museum of Epigraphy at the Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad.
Spearheaded by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), this museum aims to house
approximately one lakh ancient writings spanning various times and languages,
preserving them for future generations.

This initiative builds upon the announcement made last year by Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman regarding the establishment of the Bharat Shared Repository of
Inscriptions (BharatSHRI). The goal of this project is to digitize one lakh ancient
inscriptions, ensuring their accessibility to a wider audience and facilitating scholarly
research.
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In an endeavor to bolster border security measures, India has embarked on a significant
project to fence the entire 1643-kilometer-long Indo-Myanmar border.
With the surge of anti-Junta rebels and tribal militants crossing over since the 2021
Myanmar military coup, the fencing initiative aims to curb unauthorized border crossings
and enhance security measures.

Apart from fencing, the plan includes paving a patrol track along the border to facilitate
better surveillance capabilities, ensuring comprehensive monitoring of border activities.

3.The Public Examinations (Prevention Of Unfair Means) Bill, 2024

The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Bill, 2024, represents a
comprehensive legal framework aimed at safeguarding the integrity and fairness of
public examinations across India. The bill is introduced to address and prevent the use
of unfair means in public examinations.
It encompasses a wide range of definitions and stipulations that clarify the roles,
responsibilities, and penalties associated with the conduct of public examinations.
The bill’s enactment underscores the government’s commitment to ensuring a
transparent, equitable, and merit-based assessment system.

4.Prime Minister Narendra Modi Inaugurates ONGC Sea Survival
Centre In Goa

2.India To Fence Indo-Myanmar Border For Enhanced Security
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During a day-long visit to Goa, Prime Minister Modi inaugurated the integrated Sea
Survival Training Centre developed by ONGC in Goa.
This state-of-the-art facility is expected to train thousands of personnel annually,
enhancing their sea survival skills and ensuring their preparedness to face real-life
disasters.

Prime Minister Modi also inaugurated India Energy Week 2024, a pivotal event aimed at
catalyzing India’s energy transition goals. The event underscores India’s commitment to
achieving energy self-sufficiency and sustainability.

5.DoNER Hosts ‘North-East Sammelan’

A North-East Sammelan convened at the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre in New
Delhi drawing attention to the region’s progress and collaborative efforts.
The event boasted the presence of distinguished ministers, MPs, MLAs, officers, and
students, accentuating the significance of the occasion.

Additionally, the ministers inaugurated significant projects virtually, including the North
Eastern Cultural and Social Institute in Dwarka and the Barak Hostel at JNU, New Delhi.
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The institute, with a substantial budget allocation, promises to be a hub of cultural
exchange and social engagement, while the hostel addresses the accommodation
needs of Northeast students, enhancing their academic experience.

6.PM Narendra Modi Unveils Projects Worth ₹1330 Crore In Goa

Prime Minister Narendra Modi marked a historic moment in Goa’s educational
landscape as he inaugurated the permanent campus of the National Institute of
Technology Goa.

The campus, built at a cost of over ₹1330 crore, is equipped with state-of-the-art
facilities tailored to meet the diverse needs of students, faculty, and staff.
These facilities include tutorial complexes, departmental buildings, seminar halls,
administrative structures, hostels, healthcare centers, staff quarters, amenity centers,
sports grounds, and other utilities, elevating the academic environment in Goa.

7.White Paper On Economy: NDA Govt To Table On Alleged UPA
Govt’s Economic Mis-Management

India’s Budget session has been extended by a day to allow for the tabling of a “white
paper” on alleged economic mismanagement under the previous Congress-led UPA
government.
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present the white paper in both houses of
Parliament on Feb 10, highlighting the economic challenges faced before 2014 and the
subsequent turnaround under the current government.

The white paper serves as a tool for the government to communicate its analysis of past
economic policies and present its vision for the future. It aims to educate the public on
economic issues and gather feedback on proposed strategies.

International News

8.Sri Lanka Pursues Free Trade Agreements With India To Boost
Economic Growth

Sri Lanka, facing economic challenges and seeking to spur growth, plans to establish
free trade agreements (FTAs) with several countries including India by the end of 2024.
Sri Lanka aims to finalize an FTA with India by the end of 2024, alongside similar
agreements with Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, and China.

These agreements are intended to open new markets for Sri Lankan businesses,
contributing directly to economic growth.

9.Iran Abolishes Visa Requirements For Indian Tourists From Feb 4,
2024
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Iran eliminates visa requirements for Indian tourists from February 4, 2024, aiming to
boost tourism and global engagement. Indian ordinary passport holders can visit every
six months for up to 15 days.

Iran has expanded its visa waiver program to include 33 countries, alongside India, to
encourage overseas travelers, showcasing its commitment to global interaction.
The countries approved for Iran’s new visa waiver program include India, Russia, UAE,
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, and others....
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