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National News

Pune Celebrates Yoga Mahotsav Ahead of International Yoga Day

The ‘Yoga Mahotsav’ was held in Pune, Maharashtra, to mark the 75-day countdown to
the International Day of Yoga. Organized by the Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga
and the National Institute of Naturopathy, Ministry of Ayush, the event witnessed the
overwhelming participation of thousands of people. The participants engaged in the
practice of the Common Yoga Protocol (CYP) starting at 6.00 AM on April 7th,
showcasing the growing popularity of Yoga.

India Secures Second Overseas Port: Sittwe Agreement Approved by
MEA

Plut
us

 Aca
de

my

Argasia Education Pvt Ltd
Stamp



In a strategic move to bolster its maritime presence and enhance regional connectivity,
India has gained operational control over the Sittwe Port in Myanmar, following approval
from the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). The agreement allows India Ports Global
(IPGL), a company fully owned by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, to
manage the entire port on the Kaladan River, marking India’s second overseas port
acquisition after Chabahar in Iran.

International News

111-Year-Old John Alfred Tinniswood Becomes World’s New Oldest
Man

Guinness World Records (GWR) has shared a video of the world’s oldest living man,
111-year-old John Alfred Tinniswood, from England. In the video, Tinniswood reveals
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what he believes is the secret to his exceptional longevity and also offers a piece of
advice for others.

China Surpasses India as Largest Importer of Russian Crude

China has surpassed India as the primary importer of Russian crude oil via sea routes,
with China importing 1.82 million barrels per day (bpd) in March compared to India’s
1.36 million bpd. This shift is attributed to India’s slowdown in imports due to sanctions
and rising prices.

Appoinments News

Centre Appoints Manoj Panda as New Finance Commission Member
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The appointment of Manoj Panda fills a vacancy in the Sixteenth Finance Commission,
allowing it to commence its duties. Panda, an esteemed economist and former director
of the Institute of Economic Growth, joins as a full-time member.

Banking News
Mudra Loans Surge Past ₹5 Lakh Crore Mark in FY24

In FY24, small business loans under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY)
witnessed a record surge, crossing the ₹5 lakh crore milestone, as per recent
government data. Disbursements totaled ₹5.20 lakh crore, a significant increase from
₹4.40 lakh crore in the previous fiscal year. Notably, nearly 70% of the beneficiaries of
these loans are women.

RBI Survey: Consumer Confidence on the Rise

The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) recent survey conducted in March 2024 indicates a
significant improvement in consumer confidence for the year ahead. The Future
Expectations Index (FEI) rose by 2.1 points to reach 125.2, the highest level since

Plut
us

 Aca
de

my



mid-2019. This surge in optimism is attributed to households’ positive sentiments
regarding the general economic situation, employment prospects, and discretionary
spending.

RBI Takes Regulatory Actions Regarding NBFCs’ Registration

In a recent announcement, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has made significant
regulatory decisions regarding the registration of non-banking finance companies
(NBFCs). The RBI has cancelled the registration certificates of four NBFCs and has
received voluntary surrender of licenses from 11 other entities for various reasons,
including business exit, amalgamation, and non-requirement for registration as per
specific criteria.

Appointments News

Centre Appoints Manoj Panda as New Finance Commission Member
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The appointment of Manoj Panda fills a vacancy in the Sixteenth Finance Commission,
allowing it to commence its duties. Panda, an esteemed economist and former director
of the Institute of Economic Growth, joins as a full-time member.

Defence News
Tri-Service Planning Conference: Parivartan Chintan

The inaugural Tri-Service Planning Conference, dubbed ‘Parivartan Chintan,’ convened
in New Delhi on April 8, 2024, orchestrated by the Ministry of Defence. This landmark
event aimed to foster jointness and integration among the Indian Armed Forces,
especially in light of ongoing efforts to establish unified theatre commands.

Indian Army Enhances Air Defence with Igla-S MANPADS
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The Indian Army has bolstered its Very Short Range Air Defence (VSHORAD)
capabilities with the acquisition of Igla-S Man Portable Air Defence Systems
(MANPADS) from Russia. This procurement, part of a larger deal for 120 launchers and
400 missiles, signifies a significant upgrade over outdated systems.

Awards News

Aleksei Navalny and Yulia Navalnaya Honoured with Freedom Prize

The late Russian dissident Aleksei Navalny and his wife, Yulia Navalnaya, will receive
the Freedom Prize of the Media from a leading German forum, the Ludwig Erhard
Summit. The award is presented annually to public figures who have made significant
contributions to freedom of expression, dialogue, and democracy
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