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PM Modi Graces 2550th Bhagwan Mahaveer 
Nirvan Mahotsav

On the auspicious occasion of Mahaveer Jayan-
ti, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 
2550th Bhagwan Mahaveer Nirvan Mahotsav at 
Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. The event paid 
tribute to the 24th Tirthankar, Bhagwan Mahaveer, 
whose teachings of Ahimsa (Non-Violence), Satya 
(Truthfulness), Asteya (Non-Stealing), Brahmach-
arya (Chastity), and Aparigraha (Non-attachment) 
have illuminated the path of peaceful coexistence 
and universal brotherhood.

New Archaeological Discoveries Unveil 
Telangana’s Ancient Heritage

Archaeologists in Telangana have unearthed three 
remarkable sites, each offering distinct insights into 
the region’s ancient history. Among these discover-
ies are over 200 megalithic monuments nestled with-
in dense forests, an exceptional Iron Age megalithic 
site displaying unique architectural styles, and two 
rock art sites revealing ancient artistic expressions. 
These findings not only illuminate Telangana’s past 

but also emphasize the necessity for continued ex-
ploration and preservation endeavors.

Lakshmana Tirtha River Dries Up Amidst 
Drought and Heat

The Lakshmana Tirtha River, renowned for its sce-
nic beauty in the Kodagu District of Karnataka, has 
succumbed to severe drought and intense heat. Orig-
inating from the forests in Kutta, it extends about 
180 km before merging into the Cauvery River. 
However, this year, the river has dried up entirely, 
exacerbating the water crisis in the region.

Satellite Insights: Expansion of Glacial 
Lakes in the Indian Himalayas

The Himalayan Mountains, known as the “Third 
Pole” for their vast glaciers, are experiencing signif-
icant changes due to global climate shifts. Glacial 
retreat leads to the formation and enlargement of 
lakes, posing risks like Glacial Lake Outburst Floods 
(GLOFs). Monitoring these changes is challenging 
but essential for understanding environmental im-
pacts and managing risks.

National News
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India’s Largest Climate Clock Unveiled at 
CSIR HQ for Earth Day Celebration

In celebration of Earth Day, the Council of Scientif-
ic & Industrial Research (CSIR) recently unveiled 
India’s largest Climate Clock at its headquarters in 
New Delhi. This initiative underscores CSIR’s com-
mitment to raising awareness about climate change 
and its adverse impacts.

North Korea Tests New Missiles: Increasing 
Tensions

In a recent announcement on April 20, 2024, North 
Korea revealed the testing of a new anti-aircraft 
Pyoljji-1-2 missile and a super large strategic cruise 
missile Hwasal-1 Ra-3 warhead in the West Sea of 
Korea. These tests, conducted on April 19, 2024, 
mark a significant escalation in tensions between 
North Korea, South Korea, and the United States.

India-Kuwait Relations Strengthened with 
Inaugural Hindi Radio Broadcast

The Indian Embassy in Kuwait announced the launch 
of the first-ever Hindi radio broadcast in Kuwait, a 
significant step to deepen ties between the two na-
tions. Initiated by Kuwait’s Ministry of Information, 
the program will air every Sunday on FM 93.3 and 
AM 96.3, highlighting the bond between India and 
Kuwait.

International News
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Nepal Hosts Inaugural Rainbow Tourism 
Conference

Mayako Pahichan Nepal, in collaboration with the 
Nepal Tourism Board, orchestrated the groundbreak-
ing first International Rainbow Tourism Conference. 
This one-day event marks a significant leap forward 
in fostering diversity and inclusivity within Nepal’s 
tourism industry, positioning the country as a wel-
coming destination for the sexual minority commu-
nity in South Asia.

Sustainable Finance for Tiger Landscapes 
Conference: Bhutan’s Earth Day Initiative 

On Earth Day 2024, Bhutan is spearheading the Sus-
tainable Finance for Tiger Landscapes Conference. 
With a goal of mobilizing $1 billion over a decade, 
the conference aims to preserve tiger habitats critical 
for biodiversity and supporting millions of people.

States News
The 34th Seng Khihlang Festival Concludes 
in Wahiajer, Meghalaya

The 34th Seng Khihlang festival, a revered event for 
adherents of the Khasi Indigenous Faith, recently 
concluded in Wahiajer, Meghalaya. Spanning from 
April 19, 2024, the festival celebrated the unity and 
traditions of the indigenous community. At the heart 
of this annual gathering lies the symbolic exchange 
of the Monolith, a cherished ritual that represents the 
enduring spirit of unity among believers. This year, 
the esteemed Monolith was received in Wahiajer 
from Seng Khasi Shaid Shaid, located in the West 
Khasi Hills.

Largest Temple Festival Thrissur Pooram 
2024 Celebrated

The southern Indian state of Kerala is renowned for 
its rich cultural tapestry, encompassing a diverse ar-
ray of religions, landscapes, rituals, and histories. 
Amidst this vibrant melting pot, one festival stands 
out as a true embodiment of Kerala’s profound cul-
tural heritage – the Thrissur Pooram.
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Citroen India Ropes in MS Dhoni as Brand 
Ambassador

In a strategic move to enhance its brand presence 
and awareness in the Indian market, French carmak-
er Citroen has engaged cricketing legend Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni as its brand ambassador. The Stellantis 
Group company, which is a relatively new entrant 
in the competitive Indian passenger vehicle market, 
aims to find a firm footing and strengthen its brand 
identity through this association.

India’s Gita Sabharwal Appointed as UN 
Resident Coordinator in Indonesia

The United Nations Secretary-General, António Gu-
terres, has appointed Gita Sabharwal of India as the 
new UN Resident Coordinator in Indonesia. Sabhar-

wal assumed her post on Monday, bringing with her 
nearly three decades of experience in development, 
supporting climate transition, sustainable peace, 
governance, and social policy, while leveraging dig-
ital technology and data to accelerate the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

Naima Khatoon Breaks Glass Ceiling, 
Becomes First Woman Vice-Chancellor of 
AMU

In a historic move, President Droupadi Murmu has 
appointed Professor Naima Khatoon as the first 
woman Vice-Chancellor of the Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity (AMU), breaking a century-old glass ceiling. 
The appointment, seen as part of the BJP govern-
ment’s outreach to Muslim women, comes days 
ahead of the second phase of the Lok Sabha election.

Appointments News
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ISKCON and NSDC Collaborate for Tribal 
Skill Development

In a bid to empower tribal and underprivileged youth 
across India, the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) and the National Skill De-
velopment Corporation (NSDC) have joined forces. 
The partnership aims to provide vocational training 
to marginalized communities, initially focusing on 
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Gujarat, and 
Madhya Pradesh.

Banking News
HDFC Life Leadership Transition: Keki Mistry 
Appointed Chairman

In a significant move, banker Deepak S Parekh has 
resigned from his positions as chairman and non-ex-
ecutive director of HDFC Life Insurance, effective 
April 18, 2024.

Following this, Keki Mistry, who has been associ-
ated with the company since December 2000, has 
been unanimously appointed as the new Chairman 
of HDFC Life Insurance.

Mistry’s extensive experience and leadership within 
the organization make him a natural choice for this 
pivotal role.

Razorpay and Airtel Payments Bank 
Introduce UPI Switch: Revolutionizing 
Payment Infrastructure

In a groundbreaking collaboration, Razorpay and 
Airtel Payments Bank have unveiled the UPI Switch, 
a cutting-edge cloud-based infrastructure designed 
to revolutionize the landscape of digital payments. 
This innovative product promises to enhance suc-
cess rates by 4-5% and handle an impressive 10,000 
transactions per second (TPS), offering businesses 
unprecedented efficiency and scalability.

Agreements News
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BharatPe Introduces BharatPe One: 
Revolutionizing Payment Solutions

In a significant move, BharatPe has unveiled 
BharatPe One, an innovative all-in-one payment 
device set to redefine digital transactions. This cut-
ting-edge product integrates POS, QR, and speaker 
functionalities into a single device, promising un-
paralleled convenience for merchants and customers 
alike.

PayU Receives RBI’s In-Principle Approval as 
Payment Aggregator

In a significant development, PayU, the digital fi-
nancial services provider, has obtained the coveted 
in-principle authorization from the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) to function as a Payments Aggregator 
(PA) under the Payment Settlements Act, 2007. This 
approval, after a year-long process, marks a pivotal 
moment for PayU’s operations in India.

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen Claims Maiden 
Chinese Grand Prix Victory

In a display of sheer dominance, Max Verstappen of 
Red Bull Racing claimed a resounding victory at the 
long-awaited Chinese Grand Prix, extending his lead 
in the 2024 World Championship. The Dutchman’s 
triumph marked the first Formula One race in China 
in five years, and he left no room for doubt, leading 
from start to finish.

Economy News
Record Direct Tax Collections Exceed Budget 
Estimates in FY 2023-24

In a significant development, provisional figures 
released by the Ministry of Finance reveal that net 
direct tax collections for the Financial Year (FY) 
2023-24 have surpassed Union Budget Estimates by 
a substantial margin of Rs. 1.35 lakh crore, mark-
ing a remarkable increase of 7.40%. The provisional 
direct tax collections stand at Rs. 19.58 lakh crore, 
showcasing a robust growth of 17.70% compared to 
the preceding FY 2022-23.

Sports News
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Defence News
Rashtriya Raksha University’s Strategic 
Partnership with Starburst Aerospace

Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU) in Gandhi-
nagar, India, and Starburst Aerospace of France have 
signed a significant memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) aimed at advancing innovation in aerospace, 
defence, and homeland security. This collaboration, 
aligned with the India-France Strategic Partnership, 
includes the creation of a 100 million euros venture 
capital fund and export promotion support for Indian 
startups.

Honouring the Valiant: Brighton’s Tribute 
to Indian Soldiers

In a move to honour the courageous Indian soldiers 
who fought valiantly in the First and Second World 
Wars, the Brighton and Hove City Council in En-
gland has taken a commendable step. They have 
decided to hold an annual multi-faith event at the 
town’s India Gate memorial this October, recogniz-
ing the pivotal role played by these warriors from the 
undivided Indian subcontinent.

Gukesh Etches Name in Chess History as 
Youngest Challenger

In a remarkable achievement, Indian chess prodigy 
Dommaraju Gukesh, aged just 17, has made history 
by winning the FIDE Candidates tournament, be-
coming the youngest-ever challenger in the history 
of the World Chess Championship. Not only that, 
but Gukesh is also the first teenager to win the pres-
tigious tournament...
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Mohammed Salem’s Award-Winning 
Photograph at World Press Photo 2024

Mohammed Salem is a Palestinian photographer 
who works for the news agency Reuters. In 2024, he 
won a very important award called the World Press 
Photo of the Year award. The World Press Photo 
award is a prestigious international competition for 
photojournalists (photographers who capture news 
events).

Ratan Tata Receives Prestigious KISS 
Humanitarian Award 2021 

Renowned industrialist and philanthropist Ratan 
Tata, Chairman Emeritus of the Tata Group, was hon-
ored with the esteemed KISS Humanitarian Award 
2021 at a ceremony held at his Mumbai residence. 
The award, initiated in 2008 by Achyuta Samanta, 
recognizes individuals and organizations epitomiz-
ing humanitarian efforts globally....

Awards News

Ranks and Reports News
UNFPA Report Highlights on India’s 
Population

In its recent report titled “Interwoven Lives, Threads 
of Hope,” the United Nations  Population Fund (UN-
FPA) sheds light on India’s demographic landscape. 
With a current estimated population of 1.44 billion, 
India maintains its status as the most populous coun-
try globally. Notably, 24% of this vast populace falls 
within the age bracket of 0-14 years, indicating a sig-
nificant youth demographic.

Gems & Jewellery Export Trends in FY23-24: 
A Detailed Overview

In the fiscal year 2023-24, India experienced a sig-
nificant decline in its gems and jewellery exports by 
14.94%, amounting to US$32.02 billion compared 
to US$37.6 billion in the previous year. The Gem 
and Jewellery Export Promotion Council (GJEPC) 
released provisional data highlighting this down-
turn...
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