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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

UN Appoints Saudi Arabia To Lead 
Women’s Rights Forum Despite Criticism

Saudi Arabia has been chosen to chair the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), de-
spite widespread criticism due to its poor record 
on women’s rights. The appointment of Saudi 
Ambassador Abdulaziz Alwasil has sparked out-
rage from human rights groups, given the stark 
disparity between the kingdom’s actions and the 
commission’s mandate to promote gender equal-
ity.

Romania And Bulgaria Partially Join 
Schengen Travel Zone 

Romania and Bulgaria have taken a significant 
step in their integration with the European Union 
by partially joining the Schengen travel zone. 
While travelers arriving by air or sea now enjoy 
ID-check-free access, land border checks persist 
due to opposition from Austria.

International Year Of Millets 2023: A 
Recap

The International Year of Millets (IYM) 2023, 
concluded with a closing ceremony held at the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) head-
quarters in Rome, Italy, on March 29th, 2024. The 
event served as a platform to assess the accom-
plishments and insights gained from the year-
long celebration.

Korean Fusion Reactor ‘Artificial Sun’ 
Sets New Record 

Scientists in South Korea have set a new world re-
cord using the Korea Superconducting Tokamak 
Advanced Research (KSTAR) device, an “artificial 
sun” nuclear fusion reactor. During tests conduct-
ed between December 2023 and February 2024, 
they generated plasma temperatures of 100 mil-
lion degrees Celsius for a duration of 48 seconds.
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Germany Legalizes Recreational Cannabis

On April 1, 2024, Germany became the largest Eu-
ropean Union (EU) nation to legalize recreational 
cannabis use, despite facing opposition from pol-
iticians and medical associations. Under the new 
law, adults over 18 are now permitted to carry up 
to 25 grams of dried cannabis and cultivate up to 
three marijuana plants at home.

Peter Pellegrini Wins Slovakia 
Presidential Elections: Pro-Russia Stance 
Solidified

In Slovakia’s recent presidential election, Peter 
Pellegrini emerged victorious, reinforcing the 
pro-Russian stance of Prime Minister Robert Fi-
co’s government. Pellegrini’s win signals a conti-
nuity in Fico’s policies, characterized by a tilt to-
wards Russia, controversial reforms, and strained 
relations with the West.

U.S. and Britain Forge Alliance to 
Enhance AI Safety

The United States and Britain have joined forc-
es to bolster the safety measures surrounding 
artificial intelligence (AI) amidst concerns over 
upcoming advanced AI iterations. This collab-
oration, formalized through a memorandum of 
understanding, aims to collectively develop ad-
vanced AI model testing procedures, aligning 
with commitments made during the AI Safety 
Summit held at Bletchley Park.

111-Year-Old John Alfred Tinniswood 
Becomes World’s New Oldest Man

Guinness World Records (GWR) has shared a vid-
eo of the world’s oldest living man, 111-year-old 
John Alfred Tinniswood, from England. In the vid-
eo, Tinniswood reveals what he believes is the se-
cret to his exceptional longevity and also offers a 
piece of advice for others.
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China Surpasses India as Largest Importer 
of Russian Crude

China has surpassed India as the primary import-
er of Russian crude oil via sea routes, with China 
importing 1.82 million barrels per day (bpd) in 
March compared to India’s 1.36 million bpd. This 
shift is attributed to India’s slowdown in imports 
due to sanctions and rising prices.

The Deep State Struggle: Forces Behind 
the Israel-Iran Conflict

The current war between Israel and Iran is not 
merely a conflict between two nation-states, but 
rather a complex interplay of power dynamics 
and ideological differences that stem from a deep-
er, more intricate struggle, the clash between the 
“Deep State” and the Islamist forces in the Mid-
dle East. This conflict, which has its roots in the 
early 20th century, has been shaped by a series 
of pivotal events, power dynamics, and ideologi-
cal differences that have profoundly impacted the 
course of history in the Middle East.

Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong to Step Down, Hands Over Power 
to Deputy Lawrence Wong

Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, af-
ter two decades in office, will step down on May 
15, passing the baton to his deputy, Lawrence 
Wong. The transition marks a significant moment 
for Singapore as it prepares for new leadership 
amidst the challenges posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Nigeria Becomes First Country to Roll 
Out New Meningitis Vaccine

In a groundbreaking move, Nigeria has become 
the inaugural nation to introduce the innovative 
Men5CV vaccine, recommended by the WHO, 
targeting five strains of meningococcal bacteria. 
This historic milestone holds immense promise 
in combating meningitis, a severe threat in Africa, 
particularly in Nigeria. The vaccine rollout, fund-
ed by Gavi, is a crucial step towards achieving the 
WHO’s goal of eliminating meningitis by 2030.
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Government Forms 14th Task Force 
To Explore Use Of Biochar In Steel 
Production

The Indian government has taken proactive 
steps to address carbon emissions in the steel 
industry by establishing a task force to investi-
gate the potential use of biochar. With the steel 
sector contributing significantly to greenhouse 
gas emissions, this initiative aims to reduce car-
bon intensity and promote sustainability in steel 
manufacturing processes.

Indian Government’s Stake Sale In State-
Run Companies Falls Short In 2023/24

The Indian government aimed to raise funds 
through the sale of stakes in state-run companies 
in the fiscal year 2023/24. However, the achieved 
amount of 165 billion rupees fell short of the in-
ternal target by about 9%, reaching $1.98 billion. 
This setback is attributed to the forthcoming gen-
eral elections, causing a shift in focus away from 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s privatization 
agenda.

Governor R.N. Ravi Inaugurates Param 
Vir Chakra Garden

Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi inaugurated the 
Param Vir Chakra garden and Aikyam exhibition 
at the Kanchi Mahaswami Vidya Mandir in Tam-
baram. Ravi was accompanied by Lt. Gen. Karan-
bir Singh Brar, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal (AVSM), 
General Officer Commanding (Dakshin Bharat 
area), and V.Shankar, chairman of the Sri Kanchi 
Mahaswami trust. 

India Lifts Export Restrictions on 
Essential Goods for Maldives Amid 
Diplomatic Strain

India has removed export restrictions on essen-
tial commodities for the Maldives, including items 
like eggs, potatoes, onions, rice, wheat flour, sug-
ar, and dal, for the fiscal year 2024-25. This move 
comes despite strained diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries since November last 
year.

NATIONAL NEWS
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Pune Celebrates Yoga Mahotsav Ahead 
of International Yoga Day 

The ‘Yoga Mahotsav’ was held in Pune, Maharash-
tra, to mark the 75-day countdown to the Interna-
tional Day of Yoga. Organized by the Morarji Desai 
National Institute of Yoga and the National Insti-
tute of Naturopathy, Ministry of Ayush, the event 
witnessed the overwhelming participation of 
thousands of people. The participants engaged in 
the practice of the Common Yoga Protocol (CYP) 
starting at 6.00 AM on April 7th, showcasing the 
growing popularity of Yoga.

India Secures Second Overseas Port: 
Sittwe Agreement Approved by MEA

In a strategic move to bolster its maritime pres-
ence and enhance regional connectivity, India has 
gained operational control over the Sittwe Port in 
Myanmar, following approval from the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA). The agreement allows 
India Ports Global (IPGL), a company fully owned 

by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, 
to manage the entire port on the Kaladan River, 
marking India’s second overseas port acquisition 
after Chabahar in Iran.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Historic 
Feature on Newsweek Cover

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is poised to make 
history as the first Indian Prime Minister since 
Indira Gandhi to grace the cover of Newsweek. In 
a comprehensive interview, PM Modi discussed 
a spectrum of topics, including China, economic 
reforms, the upcoming Lok Sabha polls, the Quad 
alliance, and the role of democracy in India.

India Donates Ambulances and School 
Buses to Nepal

In a gesture of solidarity and support, India has 
donated 35 ambulances and 66 school buses to 
various organizations in Nepal, bolstering in-
frastructure in the crucial sectors of health and 
education. Indian Ambassador to Nepal, Naveen 
Srivastava, officiated the handover ceremony 
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alongside Finance Minister Barshaman Pun.

J&K High Court Upholds Rule of Law, 
Quashes Detention under Public Safety 
Act

In a significant ruling, the Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court has quashed the detention of Jaffar 
Ahmad Parray under the Public Safety Act. Justice 
Rahul Bharti emphasized that India operates un-
der the rule of law, asserting that citizens cannot 
be detained without proper legal grounds. Parray 
had been held since May based on allegations of 
being associated with terrorist groups, but the 
court found the detention illegal and ordered his 
immediate release.
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Utkal Diwas 2024, A Celebration of 
Odisha’s Rich Culture and Heritage

Utkal Diwas, also known as Odisha Day or Utkala 
Dibasa, is a significant annual celebration held in 
the Indian state of Odisha. It is observed on 1st 
April every year to commemorate the formation 
of the state of Odisha on April 1, 1936. This day 
holds immense cultural and historical impor-
tance for the people of Odisha, as it represents 
the culmination of a long-standing struggle for a 
separate state, distinct from the combined Bihar 
and Orissa provinces during the British colonial 
era.

UP Leads with Most GI-Tagged Products

The northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh has 
taken the lead in having the highest number of 
Geographical Indication (GI) certified products in 
the country. With the recent addition of 15 new 
products, Uttar Pradesh now boasts a total of 69 
GI-tagged products, surpassing Tamil Nadu’s 58.

The holy city of Varanasi has emerged as a leader 

in GI-tagged goods production, with a remarkable 
30 certified products – the highest from a single 
geographical area. GI certification ensures that 
these products are unique representations of a 
specific culture, society, or craft.

Uttarakhand’s Response to GLOF Risks in 
Himalayas

The state government of Uttarakhand has initi-
ated proactive measures to assess and mitigate 
the risks associated with Glacial Lake Outburst 
Floods (GLOFs). Two expert panels have been es-
tablished to conduct risk assessments and moni-
tor five high-risk glacial lakes in the region. These 
lakes have been identified as prone to immediate 
danger, necessitating urgent attention and inter-
vention.

Innovative Election Initiative: Punjab 
Launches ‘Booth Raabta’ Website

In an innovative move aimed at enhancing voter 
engagement and accessibility to election-related 
information, Punjab’s Malerkotla district has in-

STATE NEWS
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troduced the ‘Booth Raabta’ website. Spearhead-
ed by District Election Officer and Deputy Com-
missioner, Dr. Pallavi, this platform, accessible via 
boothraabta.com, serves as a comprehensive re-
source hub for voters and polling personnel alike. 
The initiative has garnered praise from key offi-
cials, including Deputy Election Commissioner of 
India, Hirdesh Kumar, and Punjab Chief Electoral 
Officer, Sibin C.

Chitrakoot’s Stunning Glass Skywalk 
Bridge in Uttar Pradesh

In a remarkable feat of engineering and tourism 
development, the state of Uttar Pradesh has un-
veiled its first-ever glass skywalk bridge, locat-
ed at the enchanting Tulsi (Shabari) Waterfall in 
Chitrakoot. This innovative and visually stunning 
structure, shaped like Lord Ram’s bow and arrow, 
is poised to become a premier eco-tourism desti-
nation for visitors to the region.

Longte Festival Celebrated by Arunachal 
Pradesh’s Nyishi Tribe

The Nyishi tribe in Arunachal Pradesh enthu-
siastically celebrates the Longte festival, one of 
their biggest cultural events. Unlike many other 
tribal festivals, Longte prohibits the sacrifice of 
animals, instead adorning altars with decorative 
white feathers and bamboo decorations.

Madhya Pradesh Leads Implementation 
of Centre’s Green Credit Programme 
(GCP)

In the realm of environmental conservation, Mad-
hya Pradesh emerges as a frontrunner in the ef-
fective execution of the Green Credit Programme 
(GCP) initiated by the central government. Over 
the past two months, the GCP has greenlit tree 
plantation initiatives spanning across 500 land 
parcels, encompassing 4,980 hectares spread 
over 10 states.
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RBI Celebrates 90 Years of Service on 
Foundation Day 2024

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the nation’s cen-
tral banking institution, is entering its 90th year 
on April 1st, 2024. To mark this significant occa-
sion, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is attending 
the event at Mumbai’s National Centre for the 
Performing Arts.

HDFC Bank To Divest 100% Stake In 
Education Arm: Shares In Focus

HDFC Bank, a leading private sector lender in In-
dia, is pursuing the sale of its entire stake in HDFC 
Education and Development Services. This move 
comes as the bank seeks to maintain transparen-
cy and regulatory compliance while selecting a 
buyer through the Swiss challenge method. HDFC 
Bank disclosed its intention to divest its stake in 
HDFC Education and Development Services in a 
regulatory filing on March 30.

SBI Mutual Fund Acquires 3% Stake In 
Savita Oil Technologies

On March 26, 2024, Savita Oil Technologies an-
nounced a significant equity transaction via a 
block deal, wherein the company’s promoter, Mr. 
Gautam N. Mehra, sold a 3% stake to SBI Mutual 
Fund. This resulted in a reduction of the promot-
er group’s stake to 59.78%.

RBI’s DIGITA Initiative: Curbing Illegal 
Lending Apps

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is contemplating 
the establishment of the Digital India Trust Agen-
cy (DIGITA) to combat the proliferation of illegal 
lending apps. This initiative aims to bolster cy-
bersecurity measures and clamp down on fraud-
ulent activities in the digital lending sector.

BANKING NEWS
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Merger Announcement: AU Small 
Finance Bank and Fincare Small Finance 
Bank

AU Small Finance Bank has merged with Fincare 
Small Finance Bank, marking a significant consol-
idation in the banking sector. The merger, final-
ized on April 1, 2024, through an all-stock deal, 
strengthens AU SFB’s presence in South India and 
enhances its customer base and distribution net-
work.

Mudra Loans Surge Past ₹5 Lakh Crore 
Mark in FY24

In FY24, small business loans under the Pradhan 
Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) witnessed a record 
surge, crossing the ₹5 lakh crore milestone, as 
per recent government data. Disbursements to-
taled ₹5.20 lakh crore, a significant increase from 
₹4.40 lakh crore in the previous fiscal year. Nota-
bly, nearly 70% of the beneficiaries of these loans 
are women.

RBI Survey: Consumer Confidence on the 
Rise

The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) recent survey 
conducted in March 2024 indicates a significant 
improvement in consumer confidence for the 
year ahead. The Future Expectations Index (FEI) 
rose by 2.1 points to reach 125.2, the highest 
level since mid-2019. This surge in optimism is 
attributed to households’ positive sentiments re-
garding the general economic situation, employ-
ment prospects, and discretionary spending.

RBI Takes Regulatory Actions Regarding 
NBFCs’ Registration 

In a recent announcement, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has made significant regulatory deci-
sions regarding the registration of non-banking 
finance companies (NBFCs). The RBI has can-
celled the registration certificates of four NBFCs 
and has received.
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voluntary surrender of licenses from 11 other en-
tities for various reasons, including business exit, 
amalgamation, and non-requirement for registra-
tion as per specific criteria.

India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) 
Introduces AePS Service Charges

India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has implement-
ed service charges for Aadhaar Enabled Payment 
System (AePS) transactions, effective from June 
15, 2022. AePS is a bank-led model allowing on-
line financial transactions at Point of Sale (PoS) 
terminals through Aadhaar authentication, en-
abling various banking services.

SBI Life Launches IdeationX: Pioneering 
Life Insurance Innovation

SBI Life Insurance has inaugurated IdeationX, a 
groundbreaking initiative aimed at fostering life 
insurance innovation. This initiative encourages 
future leaders from top B-Schools to devise un-
conventional solutions that cater to evolving con-
sumer needs in the insurance sector.

RBI Expands Gold Hedging Options for 
Residents Amidst Price Surge

In response to the soaring gold prices, expected 
to surpass $2700 per ounce this year amidst es-
calating geopolitical tensions in the Middle East, 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced a sig-
nificant policy amendment. This move allows res-
ident entities to diversify their hedging strategies 
against gold price volatility in overseas markets.

IMGC and Bank of India Partner to Offer 
Mortgage Guarantee-Backed Home 
Loans

India Mortgage Guarantee Corporation (IMGC) 
has entered into a strategic partnership with 
Bank of India (BOI) to introduce mortgage guar-
antee-backed home loan products. This collabo-
ration targets salaried and self-employed individ-
uals in the affordable housing sector, aiming to 
enhance accessibility to homeownership.
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Paradip Port Emerges as India’s Top 
Cargo-Handling Port in 2023-24

Paradip Port Authority, Odisha, surpasses Deen-
dayal Port Authority, Kandla, to become India’s 
leading cargo-handling major port in the fiscal 
year 2023-24, handling 145.38 Million Metric 
Tons (MMT) of cargo, marking a 7.4% growth 
from the previous year.

Government Sets Coal Production 
Target at 170 Million Tonnes for FY25

The government aims to produce 170 million 
tonnes of coal from captive and commercial coal 
blocks in the upcoming financial year, as per the 
review conducted by M Nagaraju, the additional 
secretary of coal. Representatives from 74 coal 
mines participated in the review meeting, ex-
pressing confidence in achieving the set target.

India’s Trade Deficit Narrows to 
11-Month Low 

India’s merchandise trade deficit reached a low of 
$15.60 billion annually in March, marking a sig-
nificant reduction in the yearly deficit to $240.2 
billion in FY24. This decline comes as India stra-
tegically curtails its overseas purchases. Econo-
mists had initially estimated March’s deficit to be 
$18.55 billion, making this reduction even more 
noteworthy.

LIC Increases Equity Stake in Hindustan 
Unilever by Over 5%

In a recent move, Life Insurance Corporation of In-
dia (LIC) announced that its stake in FMCG major 
Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL) has surpassed 
5%. The Corporation augmented its shareholding 
in HUL from 4.99% to 5.01% of the company’s 
paid-up capital by acquiring additional shares 
from the open market. This increase amounted 

BUSINESS NEWS
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to a purchase of 3,05,000 equity shares, bringing 
LIC’s total shares in HUL to 11,77,18,555.

Sany India Launch of its Fully Electric 
Dump Truck

In a groundbreaking move, Sany India, a leading 
manufacturer of mining and construction equip-
ment, has launched the SKT105E Electric Dump 
Truck. This remarkable feat marks a significant 
milestone in the Indian mining industry, as the 
SKT105E becomes the first locally manufactured 
electric off-highway dump truck, paving the 
way for a more environmentally conscious and 
cost-effective future.

Adani Family’s Investment in Ambuja 
Cements: Strengthening Stake and 
Cementing Growth

The Adani family, led by Gautam Adani, has in-
fused ₹8,339 crore into Ambuja Cements Ltd., 
increasing their stake to 70.3%. This investment, 
part of a larger strategy, aims to bolster Ambuja’s 
growth trajectory and cement its position in the 
market
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SEBI Unveils SCORES 2.0: Enhancing 
Investor Complaint Redress System

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 
has launched SCORES 2.0, an upgraded version 
of its Complaint Redress System (SCORES), to 
strengthen mechanisms for addressing investor 
complaints. This enhanced system features auto-
mated routing, oversight by designated authori-
ties, and streamlined processes. Understanding 
SEBI SCORES: SEBI Complaint Redress System 
(SCORES) is an online platform launched in June 
2011, allowing investors to lodge complaints in 
the securities market via web URL and an app.

World Bank Raises India’s Growth 
Projection: FY24 GDP at 7.5%

The World Bank has revised India’s GDP growth 
projection for FY25 to 6.6%, indicating a moder-
ate yet steady growth trajectory. Despite the an-
ticipated slowdown, robust economic activity in 
India is expected to drive growth in South Asia, 
outpacing other emerging market and developing 
economies.

India Wholesale Price Index (WPI) Report: 
March 2024

March 2024 witnessed a positive inflation rate 
of 0.53% in India’s Wholesale Price Index (WPI) 
compared to March 2023. This inflation was pri-
marily attributed to increased prices in food ar-
ticles, electricity, crude petroleum & natural gas, 
machinery & equipment, and other manufactur-
ing sectors.

India’s Trade Performance in March 
2024: A Comprehensive Analysis

In March 2024, India’s goods exports surged to a 
12-month high at $41.68 billion, marking a sig-
nificant achievement despite a slight decrease of 
0.67% compared to the previous year. Notably, 
the goods trade deficit narrowed to $15.6 billion, 
the lowest in 11 months. This boost was largely 
propelled by a substantial decline in gold imports 
by 53.6%, offset by a remarkable 1059% increase 
in silver imports.

ECONOMY NEWS
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Moushumi Basu Takes Over as New 
President of JNU Teachers Association

The Jawaharlal Nehru University Teachers Asso-
ciation (JNUTA) has appointed a new team of of-
fice-bearers for the term of 2024-2025, according 
to a statement released. Moushumi Basu, a pro-
fessor at the School of International Studies, has 
been appointed as the next JNUTA president.

Joyshree Das Verma Becomes New 
President of FICCI Ladies Organisation

Joyshree Das Verma has taken over as the 41st 
National President of the FICCI Ladies Organisa-
tion (FLO) for the year 2024-25. FLO is the oldest 
women-led and women-centric business cham-
ber of South East Asia.

IIT-Kanpur Alumnus Sandeep Jain Steps 
Into FISME Presidency

Sandeep Jain, an auto-component manufacturer 
and alumnus of IIT-Kanpur, has been unanimous-
ly elected as the President of the Federation of 
Indian Micro and Small & Medium Enterprises 
(FISME) for the year 2024-25. In line with FISME’s 
tradition of holding annual elections, Jain’s name 
was approved in a meeting of the Central Execu-
tive Committee held in New Delhi. FISME elects 
one-third of its CEC members annually, and the 
newly constituted body elects the President for 
the year.

Lt Gen JS Sidana is New Director General 
of EME

Lieutenant General JS Sidana has taken over as 
the 33rd Director General of the Department of 
Electronics and Mechanical Engineers (DGEME) 
and Senior Colonel Commandant of the EME 
Corps on April 1, 2024.

APPOINTMENTS NEWS
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Sanjay Nayar Appointed as New 
ASSOCHAM President

The Associated Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry of India (ASSOCHAM), a prominent indus-
try chamber, has appointed Sanjay Nayar as its 
new President. Nayar has replaced Ajay Singh, 
the Co-Founder of SpiceJet airline, whose tenure 
has ended.

Santosh Kumar Jha Appointed as New 
CMD of Konkan Railway Corporation

Santosh Kumar Jha, an Indian Railway Traffic Ser-
vices (IRTS) officer of the 1992 batch, will assume 
the role of Chairman and Managing Director 
(CMD) of the Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd. 
(KRCL) on April 1, 2024.

Wipro Appoints New CEO: Srinivas Pallia

Wipro, the IT giant, has announced the resigna-
tion of its CEO, Thierry Delaporte. In his place, the 
company’s Board of Directors has appointed Sri-
nivas Pallia as the new Chief Executive Officer and 
Managing Director, effective April 7, 2024.

IPS Officer Love Kumar Appointed as IG in 
Special Protection Group

Indian Police Service (IPS) officer Love Kumar 
has been appointed as the Inspector General (IG) 
in the Special Protection Group (SPG) for a period 
of two years, according to an official notification 
issued by 

the Department of Personnel and Training 
(DoPT). The Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet (ACC) has approved this proposal from 
the Office of the Secretary (Security), Cabinet Sec-
retariat.
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Olympic Champion Valerie Adams 
Named Ambassador for TCS World 10K 
Bengaluru 2024 

Iconic shot putter and two-time Olympic medal-
ist, Valerie Adams, has been named the Interna-
tional 

Event Ambassador for the 16th edition of the Tata 
Consultancy Services World 10K Bengaluru, to be 
held on April 28, 2024.

Centre Appoints Manoj Panda as New 
Finance Commission Member

The appointment of Manoj Panda fills a vacancy 
in the Sixteenth Finance Commission, allowing 
it to commence its duties. Panda, an esteemed 
economist and former director of the Institute of 
Economic Growth, joins as a full-time member.

Senior IPS Officer Anurag Kumar 
Appointed as Joint Director of CBI

In  a significant development in India’s law en-
forcement landscape, the Appointments Commit-
tee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment 
of senior IPS officer Anurag Kumar as the Joint 
Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI). This move, which comes into effect imme-
diately, underscores the government’s confidence 
in Kumar’s leadership and expertise to serve in 
this crucial role.

Senior Bureaucrat Vandita Kaul 
Appointed as Secretary, Department of 
Posts

In a significant development, Senior Bureau-
crat Vandita Kaul, a seasoned professional with 
a wealth of experience in financial services and 
banking, has been appointed as the Secretary of 
the Department of Posts. Kaul, a 1989-batch In-
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dian Postal Service officer, currently serves as 
Member (Banking & Direct Benefit Transfer) of 
the Postal Services Board. She will succeed Vineet 
Pandey upon his superannuation.

Justice Aniruddha Bose Appointed 
Director of National Judicial Academy

Supreme Court Justice Aniruddha Bose has been 
named the new director of the National Judicial 
Academy (NJA) in Bhopal, as announced by Su-
preme Court Chief Justice DY Chandrachud during 
a ceremonial bench held on April 10. The NJA, es-
tablished in 1993, operates under the guidance of 
the Supreme Court and aims to enhance the skills 
of judges and facilitate court administration.

Kristalina Georgieva Re-appointed as IMF 
Managing Director

Kristalina Georgieva has been re-appointed as 
the Managing Director (MD) of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for a new 5-year term start-
ing on 1 October 2024. She was the sole candidate 

nominated for the position this year, and her ap-
pointment was made by the IMF executive board.

Saurabh Garg Appointed as Secretary of 
the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation

In a significant move, the Central Government 
has entrusted IAS officer Saurabh Garg with the 
additional charge of Secretary of the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation (Mo-
SPI). This decision, communicated through an 
order issued by the Department of Personnel & 
Training (DoPT), underscores Garg’s extensive 
experience and expertise in the realm of public 
administration.
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Amendment to India-Mauritius Double 
Taxation Avoidance Agreement

India and Mauritius recently signed an amend-
ment to their Double Taxation Avoidance Agree-
ment (DTAA) on March 7, 2024. The amendment 
includes a principal purpose test (PPT) aimed at 
combating tax avoidance by ensuring that treaty 
benefits are granted only for transactions with 
a genuine purpose. This move raises concerns 
about increased scrutiny on foreign portfolio in-
vestments via Mauritius and potential implica-
tions for past investments

AGREEMENTS NEWS

DEFENCE NEWS

Tri-Service Planning Conference: 
Parivartan Chintan 

The inaugural Tri-Service Planning Conference, 
dubbed ‘Parivartan Chintan,’ convened in New 
Delhi on April 8, 2024, orchestrated by the Min-
istry of Defence. This landmark event aimed to 
foster jointness and integration among the Indian 
Armed Forces, especially in light of ongoing ef-
forts to establish unified theatre commands.

Indian Army Enhances Air Defence with 
Igla-S MANPADS

The Indian Army has bolstered its Very Short 
Range Air Defence (VSHORAD) capabilities with 
the acquisition of Igla-S Man Portable Air Defence 
Systems (MANPADS) from Russia. This procure-
ment, part of a larger deal for 120 launchers and 
400 missiles, signifies a significant upgrade over 
outdated systems.
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Indigenous Man Portable Anti-tank 
Guided Missile System: A Milestone in 
India’s Self-Reliance

In a significant milestone for India’s defense ca-
pability, the Defence Research & Development 
Organisation (DRDO) and the Indian Army have 
successfully conducted trials of the indigenously 
designed and developed Man Portable Anti-tank 
Guided Missile (MPATGM) Weapon System. This 
indigenous development marks a crucial step to-
wards achieving self-reliance in advanced tech-
nology-based defense systems, as underscored 
by Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh

AWARDS NEWS

GAIL Wins 15th CIDC Vishwakarma Award 
for Barauni – Guwahati Pipeline

GAIL (India) Limited has been honored with the 
prestigious 15th CIDC Vishwakarma Award in the 
‘Achievement Award for Best Construction Proj-
ects’ category for its remarkable accomplishment 
in the Barauni – Guwahati Natural Gas Pipeline 
project (BGPL). The project, an integral compo-
nent of the Jagdishpur – Haldia & Bokaro – Dham-
ra Pipeline project, marks a significant milestone 
by connecting North-East India to the National 
Gas Grid for the first time.

Aleksei Navalny and Yulia Navalnaya 
Honoured with Freedom Prize

The late Russian dissident Aleksei Navalny and 
his wife, Yulia Navalnaya, will receive the Free-
dom Prize of the Media from a leading German 
forum, the Ludwig Erhard Summit. The award 
is presented annually to public figures who have 
made significant contributions to freedom of ex-
pression, dialogue, and democracy
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Salman Rushdie’s Memoir “Knife”: A 
Harrowing Tale of Resilience and the 
Fight for Free Speech

Celebrated British-American author Salman 
Rushdie is set to release his memoir “Knife”, re-
counting the chilling experience of being stabbed 
at a public event in 2022 and his journey to over-
come the near-fatal ordeal. The book serves as 
a powerful testament to Rushdie’s unwavering 
commitment to free speech, a core value that has 
defined his life and literary career.

The Book Titled “The Law and Spirituality: 
Reconnecting the Bond” Released

In the ever-evolving landscape of legal discourse, 
the book “Law and Spirituality: Reconnecting 
the Bond,” edited by Professor Raman Mittal and 
Professor Seema Singh, stands as a remarkable 
exploration of the intricate relationship between 
two seemingly disparate realms – the domain of 

law and the realm of spirituality. This ground-
breaking work delves deep into the complex in-
terplay between these two fundamental pillars of 
human society, offering a refreshing and enlight-
ening perspective

BOOKS AND AUTHORS NEWS
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