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Mohammad Mokhber, Iran’s Acting 
President and His Journey

Mohammad Mokhber, born on June 26, 1955, in 
Dezful, Iran, is a prominent figure in Iranian politics. 
He holds two doctoral degrees, one in international 
law and another in management, along with a mas-
ter’s degree in management.

Iran President’s Death: A Spark in Tinderbox 
– Geopolitical Impact Explained

Iran mourns its President Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, and other offi-
cials who were killed in a helicopter crash in north-
west Iran. This incident occurs amidst heightened 
tensions in West Asia, notably the ongoing conflict 
between Israel and Gaza and the broader geopoliti-
cal confrontations involving Iran, Israel, and the US.

Lai Ching-te Sworn in as New Taiwan 
President, Urges China to Halt Military 
Intimidation

Lai Ching-te was sworn in as Taiwan’s new President 
in a ceremony on Monday after winning the elec-
tion earlier this year. He succeeds Tsai Ing-wen, who 
led Taiwan through eight years marked by economic 
and social progress despite the COVID-19 pandemic 
and China’s increasing military threats. Lai, a rela-
tive moderate, aims to maintain Taiwan’s policy of 
de facto independence while bolstering its defense 
capabilities against China.

World’s Highest Observatory Inaugurated 
in Chile by University of Tokyo

The University of Tokyo has inaugurated the Ataca-
ma Observatory (TAO), which has been awarded a 
Guinness World Record for being the highest obser-
vatory in the world. Situated at a staggering 5,640 
meters above sea level on the summit of Cerro 
Chajnantor in the Antofagasta Region of Chile, TAO 
stands as a testament to human ingenuity and de-

International News 
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termination.

World Economic Forum Founder Klaus 
Schwab To Step Back From Executive Role

Klaus Schwab, founder and executive chairman of 
the World Economic Forum (WEF), will transition 
from his current role to become chairman of the 
board of trustees by January next year, according to 
an emailed statement from the Geneva-based insti-
tution. This move is part of a planned “governance 
evolution” from a founder-managed organization to 
one where the president and the managing board 
assume full executive responsibility.

European Countries Recognize Palestine, 
Israel Recalls Envoys

Amid the ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict, Ireland, 
Norway, and Spain have formally recognized Pales-
tine as a state. In response, Israel has recalled its 
ambassadors to Ireland and Norway, with warnings 
directed at Spain. This move adds to the diplomatic 
tensions amidst the escalating violence in Gaza.

World Bank Report: ‘Water For Shared 
Prosperity’

The World Bank’s report, ‘Water For Shared Prosper-
ity,’ unveiled at the 10th World Water Forum, delin-
eates the critical role of water in fostering equitable 
societies amidst global water access disparities ex-
acerbated by population growth, urbanization, and 
climate change. It highlights the urgency of compre-
hensive strategies to ensure inclusive water security 
worldwide.
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National News
Gopi Thotakura Makes History as First 
Indian Space Tourist

In a groundbreaking moment for space tourism, 
Indian expatriate Gopi Thotakura joined the ranks 
of space explorers as the first Indian to embark on 
a journey beyond Earth’s atmosphere. The NS-25 
mission, part of Jeff Bezos’s Blue Origin program, 
saw Thotakura and five other crew members lift off 
aboard the New Shepard spacecraft from a private 
ranch in West Texas.

Student Enrollment Under SC Category 
Grows By 44%

The National Commission for Backward Classes 
(NCBC) has reported significant increases in student 
enrollment under various categories from 2014-15 
to 2021-22. According to data released on Satur-
day, enrollment of Scheduled Caste (SC) students 
rose by 44%, from 4.61 million to 6.62 million. SC 
female student enrollment increased by 51%. Ad-
ditionally, Scheduled Tribe (ST) student enrollment 
grew by 65.2%, from 1.641 million to 2.71 million, 

with female ST enrollment surging by 80%. Minority 
female student enrollment also saw a notable rise 
of 42.3%, growing from 1.07 million to 1.52 million.

Artara’24 Celebrates Indian Cultural 
Diversity in Dubai

The Artara’24 Fine Arts Exhibition and Competition 
has made its mark in Dubai as a prestigious platform 
for discovering and nurturing emerging artistic tal-
ents from India. The event aimed to uncover hidden 
artistic gems, with a particular focus on the Indian 
talent residing in Dubai.

DAHD & UNDP MoU on Digitalisation of 
Animal Vaccine Cold Chain Management

The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairy-
ing (DAHD) under the Union Ministry of Fisheries, 
Animal Husbandry & Dairying has signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding (MoU) with the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) India to 
digitalize vaccine cold chain management, enhance 
communication planning, and build capacity.
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Cabinet Approves Over Rs 10,372 Crore for 
IndiaAI Mission

The Cabinet has greenlit an ambitious financial al-
location of over Rs 10,372 crore for the IndiaAI Mis-
sion, aimed at fortifying India’s AI innovation ecosys-
tem. Spearheaded by a public-private partnership 
model, this significant investment over the next five 
years is poised to catalyze various strategic initia-
tives, including compute infrastructure expansion, 
startup empowerment, and ethical AI deployment.

Jyoti Ratre Becomes India’s Oldest Woman 
to Conquer Mount Everest

Jyoti Ratre, an entrepreneur and fitness enthusiast 
from Madhya Pradesh, has etched her name in his-
tory by becoming the oldest Indian woman to con-
quer Mount Everest. Ratre’s triumphant ascent to 
the summit of the world’s highest peak comes pre-
cisely six years after Sangeeta Bahl, at the age of 53, 
earned the title of ‘India’s oldest woman to climb 
Mount Everest’ on May 19, 2018.

State News
Uttar Pradesh Leads Transmission Line 
Additions in 2023-24

According to the Central Electricity Authority’s lat-
est data, Uttar Pradesh has emerged as the top state 
in terms of adding transmission lines by state trans-
mission companies in 2023-24. This achievement 
follows its leading position in the previous fiscal 
year, 2022-23.

Jaisalmer’s Desert Park Sanctuary for the 
Majestic Great Indian Bustard

In a heartening development, the annual water-
hole census conducted in the National Desert Park, 
Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, has revealed a significant 
presence of the critically endangered Great Indian 
Bustard. The survey, which employs the waterhole 
technique during the scorching summer months, 
counted a staggering 64 Great Indian Bustards 
within the park’s boundaries. This marks a notable 
increase from the previous year’s census in 2022, 
which recorded 42 birds using the same waterhole 
technique.
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Sanjiv Puri Elected CII President for 2024-
25: A Leadership Transition

In a significant leadership transition, Sanjiv Puri, the 
Chairman and Managing Director of ITC Ltd., has 
been elected as the President of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) for the term 2024-25. Puri 
succeeds R Dinesh, Chairman of TVS Supply Chain 
Solutions, in this prestigious role. Alongside Puri, Ra-
jiv Memani assumes the position of President-Des-
ignate, while R Mukundan takes on the role of Vice 
President for the same term.

BARC India Appoints Dr. Bikramjit Chaudhuri 
as New Chief of Measurement Science & 
Analytics

The Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC) 
India, the world’s largest television audience mea-
surement organization, has appointed Dr. Bikramjit 
Chaudhuri as its new Chief of Measurement Science 
& Analytics. He will succeed Dr. Derrick Gray, a vet-
eran in the field of audience measurement and ad-
vanced analytics, who has been an esteemed mem-
ber of the BARC India team for six years.

John Slaven Appointed Vice-Chairman of 
the International Aluminium Institute

Vedanta Aluminium has announced the appoint-
ment of its Chief Executive Officer (CEO), John 
Slaven, as the Vice-Chairman of the International 
Aluminium Institute (IAI). In this prominent role, 
Slaven will spearhead global initiatives aimed at 
promoting sustainable transformation within the al-
uminium industry and highlighting aluminium’s cru-
cial role in advancing the energy transition towards 
a Zero Carbon future.

Appointments News
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Business News
Tata Motors Partners with Bajaj Finance to 
Enhance Dealer Financing Options

Tata Motors’ subsidiaries, Tata Motors Passenger 
Vehicles (TMPV) and Tata Passenger Electric Mobil-
ity (TPEM), have teamed up with Bajaj Finance to 
offer an innovative financing programme for their 
authorised passenger and electric vehicle dealers. 
This partnership aims to streamline financing op-
tions and support the business operations of these 
dealers.

Mahindra Finance Expands Services with 
IRDAI Approval

Mahindra & Mahindra Financial Services, a promi-
nent player in India’s non-banking finance sector, 
has secured a corporate agency license from the 
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority 
of India (IRDAI). This license empowers Mahindra 
Finance to act as a ‘corporate agent (composite)’ 
under the Insurance Act, 1938, facilitating the distri-
bution of insurance products.

Maldives Plans Launch of RuPay to Enhance 
Bilateral Ties with India

In a move that reflects the strengthening ties be-
tween India and the Maldives, the island nation 
has announced its intention to launch India’s RuPay 
service. This decision underscores the growing eco-
nomic and financial cooperation between the two 
countries. While the specific launch date for the 
RuPay service has not yet been disclosed, the up-
coming integration holds promise for enhanced fi-
nancial inclusivity and cost-saving measures.

RBI Imposes Rs 3.1 Lakh Penalty on Hero 
FinCorp for Fair Practices Code Violation

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a pen-
alty of Rs 3.1 lakh on Hero FinCorp Limited due to 
non-compliance with certain provisions of the fair 
practices code. This penalty is based on deficiencies 
in regulatory compliance and does not affect the va-
lidity of any transactions or agreements the compa-
ny has with its customers.
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Smartphones Become India’s Fourth Largest 
Export Item with 42% Growth

Smartphones have become a major export success 
story for India, now ranking as the fourth largest ex-
port item with a 42% growth, reaching $15.6 billion 
in FY24. This marks an improvement by one notch 
in the ranking from the preceding year. Data collec-
tion for smartphones as a separate category began 
in April 2022, highlighting the sector’s rapid growth.

Microsoft Unveils AI-Enhanced ‘Copilot+’ 
PCs with Unique ‘Recall’ Functionality

Microsoft has introduced a new category of person-
al computers, ‘Copilot+ PCs,’ featuring advanced AI 
capabilities to compete with Alphabet and Apple. 
These devices, developed in collaboration with Acer 
and ASUSTeK Computer, aim to perform AI tasks 
locally without relying on cloud data centers. The 
launch event took place at Microsoft’s Redmond, 
Washington campus on May 20, with sales starting 
on June 18 at a base price of $1,000.

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar Receives First Stamp 
Commemorating 200 Years of Indian Origin 
Tamils in Sri Lanka

Indian spiritual guru Sri Sri Ravi Shankar received the 
first stamp released to commemorate the comple-
tion of 200 years of Indian Origin Tamils (IOT) in Sri 
Lanka. The stamp was presented by the Governor of 
the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka, Senthil Thonda-
man. The event aimed to recognize and honor the 
IOT community, which has faced decades of neglect. 

Thondaman expressed gratitude to both the Indian 
and Sri Lankan governments for their support to the 
IOT community.

Scientist Srinivas R. Kulkarni Honoured 
with Prestigious Shaw Prize in Astronomy 

Srinivas R. Kulkarni, an Indian-origin U.S. scientist 
and brother of renowned author Sudha Murty, has 
been awarded the prestigious Shaw Prize in Astron-
omy for 2024. This prestigious recognition cele-

Awards News
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brates Kulkarni’s groundbreaking discoveries in the 
field of astronomy, including his pioneering work on 
millisecond pulsars, gamma-ray bursts, supernovae, 
and other transient astronomical phenomena.

Jenny Erpenbeck’s ‘Kairos’ Wins 
International Booker Prize

German author Jenny Erpenbeck and translator 
Michael Hofmann have won the prestigious Inter-
national Booker Prize for their novel “Kairos.” The 
book, which tells the story of a tangled love affair 
during the final years of East Germany’s existence, 
beat out five other finalists from a pool of 149 sub-
mitted novels.

NHPC Honoured with ‘The Economic Times 
HR World Future Ready Organization 
Award 2024-25’

NHPC, India’s premier hydropower company, has 
been bestowed with the prestigious ‘The Eco-
nomic Times HR World Future Ready Organization 
Award 2024-25’. This coveted recognition highlights 
NHPC’s unwavering commitment to fostering a fu-
ture-ready workforce and its strategic approach to 
human resource management. 

Cannes: Payal Kapadia Wins Grand Prix 
Award for ‘All We Imagine as Light

The 77th Cannes Film Festival witnessed a remark-
able achievement for Indian cinema as Payal Kapa-
dia’s film ‘All We Imagine as Light’ won the presti-
gious Grand Prix award, the second-highest honour 
at the festival. This triumph marks a historic mo-
ment, as Kapadia becomes the first Indian filmmak-
er to receive this prestigious accolade.
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Noise Acquires Women’s Wellness Platform 
SocialBoat to Bolster Smart Ring Innovation

Leading smartwatch and connected lifestyle brand, 
Noise, has announced the acquisition of the AI-pow-
ered women’s wellness platform SocialBoat. This 
strategic move is part of Noise’s broader strategy to 
advance innovation in smart rings, particularly its 
flagship wearable, the Luna Ring.

Science and Technology News

Sports News
Indian Para Athlete Deepthi Jeevanji Wins 
Gold and Sets New World Record

Indian para-athlete Deepthi Jeevanji etched her 
name in history by winning the gold medal in the 
women’s T20 400m event at the World Para Athletics 
Championships 2024. Her stunning performance on 
Monday not only secured India’s first gold medal 
at the prestigious event but also set a new world 
record time of 55.07 seconds.

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty 
Triumph at Thailand Open 2024

The world’s third-ranked Indian badminton pair of 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty etched 
their names in glory by winning the coveted Thailand 
Open 2024 men’s doubles title. In a thrilling final 
clash on May 19, 2024, the dynamic duo defeated 
the Chinese pair of Chen Bo Yang and Liu Yi with a 
scoreline of 21-15, 21-15, in a match that lasted 46 
minutes.
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Alexander Zverev and Iga Swiatek Reign 
Supreme at Italian Open 2024

German tennis star Alexander Zverev etched his 
name in history by winning the Italian Open singles 
title for the second time. The 25-year-old defeated 
the first-time Masters finalist, Nicolas Jarry of Chile, 
in straight sets, 6-4, 7-5, to claim his eighth overall 
Masters title

Australia to Host AFC Women’s Asian Cup 
2026

The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) has confirmed 
Australia as the hosts for the AFC Women’s Asian 
Cup 2026. The continental football governing body 
made this announcement after the AFC Executive 
Committee ratified the recommendations of the 
AFC Women’s Football Committee at its meeting in 
Bangkok, Thailand.

IPL 2024 Award Winners, Check the Complete 
list

Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) won the IPL 2024 title, 
defeating Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) in the final. 
KKR’s Sunil Narine was named the Most Valuable 
Player and Ultimate Fantasy Player of the Season. 
SRH’s Nitish Kumar Reddy was the Emerging Player 
of the Season. Virat Kohli (RCB) won the Orange Cap 
for most runs, while Harshal Patel (PBKS) took the 
Purple Cap for most wickets. Other award winners 
included Abhishek Sharma (SRH) for Most Sixes, 
Travis Head (SRH) for Most Fours, and Jake Fraser-
McGurk (DC) for Best Strike Rate. SRH received the 
Fair Play Award, while the Rajiv Gandhi International 
Stadium in Hyderabad.


