Current Affairs: January 18, 2025

National News

India’s Digital Leap: NBM 2.0 & Sanchar Saathi App

extension of NBM 1.0, aiming to connect r r high-speed broadband. The
initiative targets reaching 1.7 lakh villagesfand p ing broadband at 100 Mbps.

e On January 17, 2025, the Department of Telec% ions launched NBM 2.0, an

3harat Ranbhoomi Darshan" app, launched on January 15, 2025, allows civilians to
istoric battlefield sites, including those from the 1962, 1971, and 1999 wars,
ing public engagement with India’s military history.

Lokpal of India Celebrates First Foundation Day



LOKPAL Of INDIA B3

|CELEBRATES 1ST FOUNDATION DAY

e The Lokpal celebrated its first Foundation Day on January 16, 2025, mar its
establishment under the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013.

International News @
China Launches Pakistan’s Satellite b

of its kind, into

Economy

e On January 173,202 launched Pakistan’s Electro-Optical (EO-1) satellite, the first



e The IMF revised India’s growth forecast for FY25 to 6.5%, citing global economic
uncertainties, inflation, and investment slowdowns.

Banking News

RBI Allows Overseas Banks to Open INR Accounts

e The RBI authorized overseas branches to open e (INR) accounts for
non-residents to enhance the rupee's global us
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Science & Technology News

Blue Origin Launches New Glenn Rocket
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BLUE ORIGIN

NEW GLENN-1

FIRST LAUNCH!

e Blue Origin successfully launched the New Glenn rocket on its maiden fli king a
significant achievement for space exploration.

ISRO Germinates First Black-eyed Pea in Space

ISRO achieved a milestone in space agriculture by germinating black-eyed pea seeds

aboard the Compact Res@wodule for Orbital Plant Studies (CROPS).
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