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16th October 2025, Current Affairs

1. Highlights of 9th India Mobile Congress Held in New Delhi, Delhi
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The 9th India Mobile Congress (IMC 2025), Asia’s largest telecom, media, and
technology event, took place from October 8-11, 2025, at Yashobhoomi IICC, New
Delhi, under the theme “Innovate to Transform.” Organized by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) and COAI, it was inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, emphasizing India’s growth in electronics and mobile
manufacturing. The Bharat6G Symposium 2025 saw MoUs with NASSCOM and the
European Space Agency (ESA) to boost global tech ties. Major highlights included
the Al Summit, Cyber Security Summit, OpenAl APl Hackathon, and IMC Awards
for industry innovation.
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2. Union Minister Piyush Goyal Launches Series of Transformative
Initiatives To Mark 4th Anniversary of PM GatiShakti NMP
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On October 13, 2025, Union Minister Piyush Goyal (MoC&l) launched major initiatives
by the Logistics Division, DPIIT to mark the 4th anniversary of Pradhan Mantri
GatiShakti — National Master Plan (PMGS-NMP) at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi.
Introduced in 2021 with a ¥100 crore outlay, PMGS-NMP aims to reshape India’s
infrastructure through a “Whole-of-Government” approach. Key launches included
PM GatiShakti-Offshore for Blue Economy, Knowledge Management System (KMS),
Decentralized Data Uploading and Management System (DUMS), PMGS
Dashboard, Compendium Volume-3, PM GatiShakti Public, and LEAPS 2025,
promoting data-driven governance, sustainability, and logistics excellence.
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3. Union Minister Nitin Gadkari Inaugurated & Laid Foundation Stones for 3
NH Projects in Puducherry over Rs 2,000 Crore
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In October 2025, Union Minister Nitin Gadkari (MoRTH) inaugurated and laid the
foundation for 3 major National Highway (NH) projects worth over ¥2,000 crore in
Puducherry. The event was attended by CM N. Rangaswamy, Lt. Governor K.
Kailashnathan, and MoS L. Murugan. Key projects included a 38 km 4-lane
Puducherry—Poondiyankuppam section (¥1,588 crore), a 3.88 km elevated corridor
on NH-32 (X436 crore), and ECR upgrade on NH-332A (%25 crore). Gadkari also
announced 5 new NH projects, including NH-32 strengthening and ¥100 crore under
the Setu Bandhan Scheme for small bridge construction.
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4. India-Australia Joint Military Exercise ‘AUSTRAHIND 2025’ Commenced in
Australia




In October 2025, the 4th edition of India—Australia Joint Military Exercise
‘AUSTRAHIND 2025’ began at Irwin Barracks, Perth, Australia (October 13-26,
2025). The exercise aims to enhance interoperability, joint operational capability, and
defence cooperation between the Indian Army (IA) and the Australian Army. A
120-member Indian contingent led by the Gorkha Rifles Battalion and a matching
Australian contingent are participating. The exercise has two phases — Training and
Validation, focusing on urban warfare, mission planning, and tactical manoeuvres.
The first edition was held in 2022 (Rajasthan) and the previous one in
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5. NSO: Retail Inflation Eases to 99-month Low at 1.54% in September 2025

In September 2025, the National Statistics Office (NSO) under MoSPI released
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for rural, urban, and combined areas. India’s
retail inflation fell to an 8-year (99-month) low of 1.54%, down from 2.07% in
August 2025 and 5.5% in September 2024, staying below the RBI's 4% target.
Food inflation recorded —2.28%, the lowest since December 2018, with
declines in vegetables, oils, pulses, and fruits. The fall was due to a favourable
base effect. Kerala (9.05%) reported the highest inflation, while Uttar Pradesh
(-0.61%) and Assam (—0.56%) showed negative inflation.
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6. AIBI Re-elects Mahavir Lunawat as Chairman




In October 2025, the Association of Investment Bankers in India (AIBI)
re-elected Mahavir Lunawat as its Chairman for a second consecutive
two-year term, effective October 2025. He is also the Chairman of Pantomath
Capital Advisors and an industry expert with 25 years of experience in
investment banking and capital markets. AIBI also appointed Abhijit Vaidya
(Kotak Investment Banking) and Lakha Nair (Axis Capital) as
Vice-Chairpersons. Lunawat serves on key committees such as SEBI’'s PMAC,
Ease of Doing Business Committee, and GIFT IFSCA Expert Committee,
contributing to India’s financial ecosystem.

3ferce 2025 H THITAURIE 3Tt Sea¥cHe dd 37 53T (AIBI) o HETAR ofeirad i
SR GERT SR 3748 (Chairman) & &9 # &) 9 & hrdehlel & folw go: eI
| aﬂaﬁa%ﬁw@awaxwmaﬂtawﬁg*aﬂusaﬁwmmwﬁ
g1 AIBI ¥ T1 €Y 31fHSIT 35T (P Savcaic dfhdn) 3R a@r AR (E%GRT
hftcer) Y 3UTEAET (Vice-Chairpersons) faged faar| of-ATad SEBI %1 PMAC,
Ease of Doing Business Committee, 31X GIFT IFSCA TaIvs affa & geea &
3R R & e IR & 7 Agcaqot Aergret & @ &

7. India Beats West Indies in the 2nd Test by 7 Wickets: Win series 2-0
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In October 2025, the second and final Test of the India—West Indies series at
Arun Jaitley Stadium, Delhi saw India win by 7 wickets, clinching the series
2-0. This was India’s first home Test series win under captain Shubman Gill
and part of the 2025-2027 ICC World Test Championship. India extended their
unbeaten streak to 27 Tests and achieved 10 consecutive series wins against
West Indies, equaling South Africa’s record. Ravindra Jadeja was Player of the
Series with 104 runs and 8 wickets, while Shubman Gill became India’s
highest WTC run-scorer (2,757 runs).
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8. World Standards Day 2025 - October 14

World
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Day

2025 - October 14

World Standards Day (WSD) is observed annually on October 14 to celebrate
the importance of standardization and honor contributors to voluntary
standards. The 2025 theme is “A Shared Vision for a Better World: Standards
for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”, highlighting international
standards in promoting global cooperation and sustainable progress. The day
was first celebrated in 1970 following the formation of ISO in 1947. In 2025, BIS
organized WSD at NITS, Noida, presided over by Union Minister Pralhad
Joshi, launching the National Lighting Code 2025, Learning Management
System (LMS), and Online Standards Development (OSD) Module.
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9. uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami Inaugurates Newly Developed Pulse
Varieties at GBPUAT

On October 12, 2025, Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami inaugurated
newly developed pulse and crop varieties — Pant Urd-13, Pant Urd-14, Pant
Matar 554, and Pant Jau 1106 — created by GBPUAT students. The event was
held during the 118th All India Farmers Fair and Agricultural Industry
Exhibition at GB Pant University of Agriculture and Technology (GBPUAT),
Uttarakhand. Pant Urd-13 & Pant Urd-14 are improved urdbean varieties with
higher yield and disease resistance. Pant Matar 554 is a high-yielding pea,
while Pant Jau 1106 is a new barley variety, aimed at enhancing farmer income
and crop diversity.
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