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18th October 2025, Current Affairs

1. Overview of PM Narendra Modi’s Visit to AP on October 16,
2025

Hon'ble Prime Minister b

On October 16, 2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Kurnool,
Andhra Pradesh, to inaugurate and lay foundation stones for projects
worth around ¥13,430 crore. Key highlights include: Power sector —
Transmission system at' Kurnool-lll Pooling Station (32,880 crore); Industry
— New industrial areas at Orvakal and Kopparthy (34,920 crore); Railways
— Projects worth 1,200 crore; Energy — 422 km Srikakulam-Angul Natural
Gas Pipeline by GAIL (%1,730 crore); and Defence manufacturing —
Advanced Night Vision Product Factory at Nimmaluru.
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2. Overview of Mongolian President Uknaagiin Khurelsukh’s
Visit to India from 13 to 16 October 2025



From October 13-16, 2025, Mongolian President'Uknaagiin Khurelsukh
visited India at the invitation of President Droupadi Murmu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, marking 70 years of diplomatic relations and 10
years of strategic partnership between the two nations. He met President
Murmu, PM Modi, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh. Key outcomes included Mongolia joining the
International Solar Alliance (ISA), signing of multiple MoUs in areas like
heritage preservation, minerals, and digital cooperation, participation in
the India-Mongolia Business Forum, and the release of a commemorative
stamp celebrating the partnership.
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3. MoD Signed Rs 659.47 Crore Contract for Advanced Night
Sight for SIG716 Assault Rifle




In October 2025, the Ministry of Defence (MoD) signed a ¥659.47 crore
contract with MKU Limited and Medbit Technologies.to procure Advanced
Night Sight (Image Intensifier) systems for the Indian Army’s SIG 716
Assault Rifles. These systems enable accurate targeting up to 500 metres
even under starlit conditions, improving upon existing Passive Night Sights
(PNS). Additionally, the Indian Army’s Air Defence Corps signed a €350
million (USD 468 million) deal with Thales UK for the Light Weight Modular
Missile (LMM) System, enhancing air defence capabilities against drones,
aircraft, and UAVs, boosting India—UK defence ties.
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4. Indian Navy Signs MoU With IIT Delhi to Strengthen
Shipboard QoL

In October 2025, the Directorate of Naval Architecture (DNA) of the Indian
Navy (IN) signed an MoU with the Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) Delhi
to establish a Research and Design Centre aimed at enhancing the Quality
of Life (QoL) onboard Indian Naval Ships (INS). The MoU was signed in



New Delhi by Rear Admiral Arvind Rawal and Professor Rangan
Banerjee. The collaboration will focus on improving crew comfort, safety,
and efficiency through ergonomic and design innovations, with IIT Delhi
assessing and benchmarking ship designs against international standards.
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5. 391 million hectares of world’s tropical forest at high risk of
loss: UN report

In October 2025, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
released a report titled “High-risk forests, high-value returns: A co-benefit
assessments for decision-makers”, revealing that about 391 million
hectares of tropical forests are at high risk of deforestation. These
forests, rich in carbon stocks and ecosystem services, represent
one-fourth of the world’s 1.6 billion hectares of tropical forest area. The
report’s aim is to help policymakers and investors identify regions where
forest protection offers the greatest climate and ecological benefits, using
data-driven insights for effective conservation strateg--
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6. LIC Launched Jan Suraksha (880) and Bima Lakshmi (881)
Plans

LIC Launches New Plans -
" - Jan Suraksha (880) &
Bima Lakshmi (881)

In October 2025, the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) launched
two new insurance plans = ‘LIC Jan Suraksha Plan (880)’ and ‘LIC Bima
Lakshmi Plan (881)’. The Jan-Suraksha Plan is a life micro insurance
scheme targeting the lower-income group, offering a sum assured of ¥1-2
lakh for individuals aged 18-55 years. The Bima Lakshmi Plan, designed
exclusively for women, provides life cover and periodic money-back
benefits after 2—4 years, with a minimum sum assured of ¥2 lakh and no
upper limit, available for individuals aged 18-50 years.
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7. Allianz Appointed Ritu Arora as Country Head for India
Effective Immediately




In October 2025, the Allianz Group, a leading global insurer and asset
manager, appointed Ritu Arora as the Country Head for India, with
immediate effect. She will oversee Allianz’s operations, strategic
partnerships, and business growth in India. Previously, she served as CEO
& CIO of Allianz Investment Management Asia Pacific and Advisor to the
Allianz SE Board. With 20+ years of experience in insurance and
investment, she managed an AUM of nearly USD 50 billion. She also
co-founded PNB MetLife and Canara HSBC Life Insurance, and has
received awards like “Leading Women in Finance.”
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8. Khelo India University Games 2025 To be Held in Rajasthan

In October 2025, Union Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, Ministry of Youth
Affairs & Sports (MYAS), announced that the 5th Khelo India University
Games (KIUG 2025) will be held in Rajasthan from November 24 to
December 5, 2025, across seven cities — Jaipur, Ajmer, Udaipur,
Jodhpur; Bikaner, Kota, and Bharatpur. Poornima University and
University of Rajasthan will host major events. Organized by MYAS and the
Rajasthan State Sports Council, KIUG 2025 will feature 23 medal sports
and one demonstration sport (Kho-Kho). Cycling, beach volleyball,
canoeing, and kayaking are being introduced for the first time in the KIUG
programme.
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9. World Food Day 2025 - October 16

World Food Day (WFD) is observed annually on:October 16 to raise
awareness about healthy diets, food security, and nutrition. The 2025
celebration marks the 80th anniversary. of the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), founded in 1945, with the theme “Hand in hand for
better food and a better future!”. Established in 1979 by the FAO
Conference and recognized by.the UNGA in 1980, the first WFD was
observed in 1981. In 2025, events included the World Food Forum (Oct
10-17) at FAO Headquarters, Rome, and the World Food Day Summit in
Tempe, USA.
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