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23rd October 2025, Current Affairs

1. MoCA Marks 9th UDAN Anniversary, Highlights Growth in Regional
Connectivity Scheme

On 21st October 2025, the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) celebrated the
9th anniversary of the Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) — UDAN in
New Delhi. The event was chaired by Samir Kumar Sinha, Secretary of Civil
Aviation, and attended by Vipin Kumar, Chairman of AAI, along with senior
officials. Launched on 21st October 2016 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the UDAN scheme aims to make air travel affordable and accessible,
connecting Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities through improved airports, new routes,
and capped airfares..
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2. Chennai Becomes First Indian City to Implement Real-Time Flood
Forecasting System




In October 2025, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, became India’s first city to fully
operationalize the Real-Time Flood Forecasting and Spatial Decision
Support System (RTFF & SDSS), enhancing its flood preparedness and
response. Covering 4,974 sq km, the project integrates data from ARGs,
AWS, AWLRs, and Gate Sensors. It was funded by the World Bank
(PDGF) and implemented by TNUIFSL, with support from SECON Pvt. Ltd.,
JBA Consulting (UK), and supervision from lIT Madras. Operations are
managed through Hydro Modelling Control Room (HMCR) and Regional
Control Centres using CCTV and flood sensors..
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3. Naval Group Signs MoU with MDL to Foster Submarine Export
Cooperation

In October 2025, France-based Naval Group renewed its Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) to
jointly export advanced Scorpene-class submarines to a friendly nation.
The MoU, originally signed in 2023, strengthens cooperation in submarine
building, Technology Transfer (TT), and integration of advanced systems.
It combines Naval Group’s expertise in design and combat systems with
MDL’s industrial capabilities under the “Make in India” initiative. This
collaboration aligns with the Indo-French Horizon 2047 roadmap, marking
25 years of the India—France Strategic Partnership..
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4. India Develops First Indigenously Discovered Antibiotic ‘Nafithromycin

In October 2025, Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Science and Technology, announced the development of
‘Nafithromycin’, India’s first indigenously discovered antibiotic.
Developed by the Department of Biotechnology (DoB) under MoS&T in
collaboration with Wockhardt, the antibiotic effectively treats drug-resistant
respiratory infections, especially in cancer and diabetic patients. Clinical
trials conducted at Christian Medical College (CMC), Vellore (TN) showed a
60-70% success rate, with results published in the New England Journal of
Medicine. This is the first antibiotic fully conceptualized, developed, and
clinically validated in India, marking a major step in self-reliance.
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5. ADB, World Bank Signed USD 3 Billion EEA to Boost Lending for
Developing Nations



In October 2025, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed a USD 3
billion Sovereign Exposure Exchange Agreement (EEA) with the World
Bank (WB) to increase ADB’s lending capacity for developing member
nations. This marks ADB’s first EEA with WB and sixth overall with
Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) since 2020, bringing the total
exchanged amount to USD 9 billion. The EEA acts as a risk management
tool, reducing portfolio concentration risks and freeing capital for additional
lending. This partnership enhances financing for strategic infrastructure
and clean energy projects, benefiting countries like India.
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6. Ola Electric Launches Its First Residential BESS 'Ola Shakti’

In October 2025, Ola Electric Mobility Limited launched ‘Ola Shakti’, its
first residential Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), marking entry into



India’s ¥1 lakh crore BESS market. Powered by the indigenous 4680
“Bharat Cell” lithium-ion technology, Ola Shakti ensures high energy
density, efficiency, and thermal stability. The product is available in four
variants — Shakti S (1.5 kWh), Shakti M (3 kWh), Shakti L (5.2 kWh), and
Shakti XL (9.1 kWh), with deliveries expected by January 2026. This launch
signifies Ola’s expansion beyond EVs into the clean energy storage
sector.
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7. MowcCD Awarded for Outstanding Contribution to Implementation of
PMJANMAN

In October 2025, the Ministry of Women and Child Development (MoWCD)
received an award for its exceptional contribution to the implementation of
the Pradhan Mantri — Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN)
scheme. The award was presented by President Droupadi Murmu to Anil
Malik, Secretary, MoOWCD, during the National Conclave on ‘Adi
Karmayogi Abhiyan’ held at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, organized by the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA). Launched in 2023 with a budget of
24,104 crore, PM-JANMAN focuses on improving the socio-economic
conditions of 75 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) across 18
states and 1 UT..
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8. Justice Prathiba M. Singh Appointed as Chair of WIPO Advisory Board of
Judges

On October 21, 2025, Justice Prathiba Maninder Singh of the Delhi High
Court was appointed as Chair of the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) Advisory Board of Judges for the 2025-2027 term,
becoming the first Indian to head this global body. The Board, under the
WIPO Judicial Institute, includes judges from Panama, China,
Kazakhstan, Egypt, France, Canada, Tanzania, Luxembourg, and South
Korea. Under her leadership, the Board will promote Al and Digital IP
Law, women'’s participation in IP, global judicial collaboration, and
expand the WIPO Lex-Judgements Database, enhancing international IP
governance.
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9. Goa CM Pramod Sawant Unveils Official Logo & Anthem for FIDE World
Cup 2025

On October 21, 2025, Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant unveiled the
official logo and anthem for the FIDE Chess World Cup 2025 at a grand
ceremony in Panaji, Goa. The event marks the return of the Chess World
Cup to India after 23 years, scheduled in North Goa from October 31 to
November 27, 2025, featuring 206 players from 82 countries with a USD 2
million prize fund. The logo, with Green, Red, and Yellow panels,
symbolizes Goa’s spirit, while the anthem “It’s Your Move” by Daler Mehndi
celebrates India’s rising chess talent.

21 3SR 2025 T M7 & HEIHAT YAIE AT o s (FIDE) AR faRd
2025 T TR o9l 31 T2 qorsh, IiaT & 377 GARNE 3 S | R
ZeTHe 23 Nt d1g HRA & AT B1aT, St 3o aitar # 31 7erge’ & 27 FAdel
2025 de T3 | ST 82 20T & 206 TWATST H19T ot 3R 2 fAfere 3RS sTer
hY GIEHR RN g1 | Sl o &Y, ATel 3R dlel YoTor 3T T ggilet el g, STeifeh
WWWWUW“QWWHH”W@NWWH#W%I




