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24th October 2025, Current Affairs

1. pPsa Ajay Kumar Sood released three publications under the AI for India
2030 initiative

In October 2025, Principal Scientific Adviser Ajay Kumar Sood released
three key publications under the “Al for India 2030” initiative by C4IR India
and the World Economic Forum (WEF). These focus on agriculture,
MSMEs, and Al innovation ecosystems. The “Future Farming in India” Al
Playbook outlines Al use in farming through three pillars—Enable, Create,
Deliver. The “Transforming Small Businesses” Playbook supports MSMEs
in adopting Al, while the “Al Sandbox White Paper” promotes a responsible
innovation ecosystem aligned with initiatives like IndiaAl Mission and Agri
Stack..
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2. Indian Army Signed Rs 2,700 Crore Deal to Procure 4.25 Lakh
Indigenous Carbines

In October 2025, the Indian Army (lA) signed a ¥2,700 crore contract to
procure 4.25 lakh Close-Quarter Battle (CQB) carbines, advancing infantry
modernization and indigenous defence production. Of these, 2.5 lakh will
be supplied by Bharat Forge and 1.75 lakh by Adani PLR Systems. The
CQB carbines, using 5.56x45 mm NATO rounds, are designed for urban
and indoor combat. The IA also signed an MoU with Delhi Technological
University (DTU) to boost research, innovation, and skill development in
fields like Al, Robotics, Cybersecurity, and Defence Technology. COAS -
General Upendra Dwivedi...
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3. MOHFW Launches Training Modules on Chemical Emergency Management
in New Delhi, Delhi




On October 23, 2025, Punya Salila Srivastava, Secretary, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW), launched three training modules on
Public Health Management of Chemical Emergencies at Nirman Bhawan,
New Delhi. Developed by the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC)
in collaboration with NDMA and WHO India, the modules aim to strengthen
national capacities under the International Health Regulations (IHR) 2005.
They train health professionals, emergency responders, and
policymakers in preparedness, pre-hospital, and medical management of
chemical emergencies, enhancing India’s public health readiness...
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4. 1ndia and UK Launch Ramanujan Junior Researchers Programme

In October 2025, India and the United Kingdom (UK) launched the
‘Ramanujan Junior Researchers Programme’ at the London Institute for
Mathematical Sciences (LIMS), honoring mathematician Srinivasa
Ramanujan. Supported by India’s Department of Science and Technology
(DST) and Ministry of Science & Technology (MoS&T), the fellowship
promotes young Indian talent in theoretical physics and mathematics.
Inspired by Ramanujan’s 1913 collaboration with G.H. Hardy, the
programme has two phases — Ramanujan Junior Visitors (for PhD students
from JNCASR) and Ramanujan Junior Fellows (three-year fellowships at
LIMS for early-career researchers from top institutes like ICTS).
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5. Global Forest Resource Assessment Report 2025: India Ranks 9th
Globally in Total Forest Area; Russia Tops

On October 21, 2025, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
released the “Global Forest Resource Assessment (GFRA) 2025” report.
India ranked 9th globally with 72.74 million hectares (Mha) of forest cover,
accounting for 2% of the world’s forests, improving from 10th position
earlier. Russia ranked 1st (832.6 Mha), followed by Brazil and Canada.
Globally, forests cover 4.06 billion hectares (31% of land). The
deforestation rate has declined from 17.6 Mhalyear (1990-2000) to 10.9
Mhalyear (2015-2025), while Asia recorded the highest forest gain due to
major restoration efforts in recent decades.
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6. Indian-origin historian Sunil Amrith wins British Academy Book Prize




In October 2025, Indian-origin historian Sunil Amrith won the 2025 British
Academy Book Prize for his book “The Burning Earth: An Environmental
History of the Last 500 Years”, receiving GBP 25,000. The prize honours
exceptional non-fiction works published in the UK. Amrith, a History
Professor at Yale University (USA), is also a recipient of the MacArthur
Fellowship, 2024 Fukuoka Academic Prize, and 2025 Toynbee Prize. His
book explores the link between human history and environmental change
over five centuries. Other shortlisted authors include William Dalrymple,
Lucy Ash, Bronwen Everill, Sophie Harman, and Graeme Lawson.
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7. Padma Bhushan Awardee, Veteran Space Scientist Eknath Vasanth
Chitnis Passed Away




On October 22, 2025, Dr. Eknath Vasant Chitnis (1925-2025), a pioneering
Indian space scientist and a key architect of India’s early space
programme, passed away at the age of 100 in Pune, Maharashtra. A close
associate of Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, he helped establish INCOSPAR (now
ISRO), selected Thumba for India’s first rocket launch, and led the Satellite
Instructional Television Experiment (SITE). He laid the foundation for
INSAT and guided Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam for the SLV project. A Padma
Bhushan awardee (1985), he also served twice as Chairman of PTI and
contributed immensely to India’s space and education sectors...
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8. Defense Minister Rajnath Singh Released Lt Gen Raj Shukla’s Book on
“Civil-Military fusion”

In October 2025, Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh released the book
“Civil-Military Fusion as a Metric of National Power and Comprehensive



Security”, authored by Lt Gen Raj Shukla (Retd), at the United Service
Institution of India (USI), New Delhi. Published by Notion Press, the book
highlights the need for Civil-Military Fusion (CMF)—a deeper integration
of civilian industry, academia, and defence technology to strengthen
national power and comprehensive security. It urges a shift from
deficit-based to asset-based thinking, promoting strategic collaboration
for India’s long-term defence preparedness.
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9. National Cybersecurity Awareness Month 2025 - October

National Cybersecurity Awareness Month (NCSAM) 2025 is observed in
October globally, including India and the United States, to promote cyber
safety and awareness. The theme in India is “Cyber Jagrit Bharat” (Cyber
Safe India), while the global theme is “Stay Safe Online.” The campaign
emphasizes cybersecurity as a national priority and aims to encourage
citizens, businesses, and government entities to adopt best cybersecurity
practices. In India, CERT-In (MeitY) leads awareness efforts through national
campaigns. The Ministry of MSME (MoMSME) also organized a knowledge
session titled “Building Cyber Resilience Towards a Cyber Jagrit Bharat”,
chaired by S.C.L. Das.
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