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25th October 2025, Current Affairs

1. DAY-NRLM: A Blueprint for Empowering Rural Communities

As of June 2025, the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana — National Rural
Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM) has mobilized 10.05 crore rural women
households into over 90.90 lakh Self Help Groups (SHGs) across 28
States and 6 UTs. Launched in 2010 and renamed in 2016, it is a flagship
poverty alleviation program of the Ministry of Rural Development
(MoRD). Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Andhra Pradesh lead in SHG formation.
UP and Bihar top in capitalisation support, while Andhra Pradesh excels in
bank loans. In farm-based activities, Maharashtra leads; in non-farm
enterprises, Assam, Kerala, and West Bengal perform strongly..
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2. Kerala signs MoU with Education Ministry to join PM SHRI Schools
scheme

In October 2025, the Kerala Government signed an MoU with the Central
Government for the Prime Minister’s Schools for Rising India (PM SHRI)
Scheme, a national initiative to enhance the quality of education in
government schools. The State aims to receive Rs. 1,446 crore for school
modernization. Launched on 7th September 2022, the PM SHRI Scheme
seeks to strengthen existing schools and implement the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS)
targeting the establishment of over 14,500 PM SHRI Schools across India...
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3. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh Released DPM 2025 in New Delhi




In October 2025, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh released the Defence
Procurement Manual (DPM) 2025 in New Delhi, aimed at simplifying and
rationalizing revenue procurement for the armed forces. Effective from
November 1, 2025, DPM 2025 replaces DPM 2009, with RFPs issued before
October 31 governed by the old rules. The new DPM relaxes Liquidated
Damages (LD) norms while retaining the 10% cap for prolonged delays.
Additionally, the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by Rajnath
Singh, approved capital acquisitions worth ¥79,000 crore for the Army,
Navy, and Air Force, including Nag Mk-Il, LPDs, and Advanced
Torpedoes...
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4. 1ndia Re-elected as Vice-Chairperson of COP10 Bureau at UNESCO in
Paris, France




In October 2025, India was re-elected as Vice-Chairperson of the Bureau
for the Asia-Pacific (Group IV) for 2025-2027 during the 10th Session of
the Conference of Parties (COP10) to the International Convention
against Doping in Sport (ICADS), held at UNESCO Headquarters, Paris,
France. The event, marking 20 years of ICADS, focused on global
anti-doping governance and ethics in sports. The Indian delegation was
led by Hari Ranjan Rao (Secretary, MYAS) and Anant Kumar (DG, NADA).
Azerbaijan was elected Chair, while Brazil, Zambia, and Saudi Arabia were
chosen as other Vice-Chairs under the WADA framework..
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5. GOI Partners with Nigeria to Establish First IIT Campus in Nigeria

In October 2025, the Government of India (GOIl) partnered with the
Government of Nigeria to establish the first Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) campus in Nigeria, marking a major milestone in India—Nigeria
educational collaboration. The campus will be set up at the Federal
Government Academy (FGA), Suleja, Niger State, which will be upgraded
into a Centre of Excellence (CoE). This is the second IIT campus in Africa,



after IT Madras—Zanzibar (Tanzania, 2023). The initiative aims to promote
science, technology, and innovation in Nigeria, modeled on the IIT
Madras—Zanzibar partnership framework.
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6. Dr. Ashokkumar, Nilgiris Scientist Named Among Top 2% Scientists
Worldwide for 3rd Consecutive Year
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In October 2025, Dr. Ashokkumar Veeramuthu from Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu,
was featured among the World’s Top 2% Scientists list by Stanford
University (USA) and Elsevier Publishers for the third consecutive year
(2023-2025). The ranking, based on a composite c-score using six citation
metrics, includes about 236,000 researchers worldwide across 22 fields
and 174 subfields. From India, 6,239 faculty were listed under the
single-year category and 3,372 under career-long. Among Indian
institutions, llTs (755 researchers) topped the list, followed by NITs (330+)
and lISc Bengaluru (117), showcasing India’s strong global research
presence..
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7. Blackstone to Acquire Minority Stake in Federal Bank for Rs 6,196.51
crore

In October 2025, Blackstone Inc. (USA), the world’s largest alternative
asset manager, announced plans to acquire a 9.99% stake in Federal Bank
Limited for ¥6,196.51 crore through a preferential allotment of 27.29 crore
warrants priced at ¥227 per warrant. The investment will be made via Asia ll
Topco Xlll Pte. Ltd., a Blackstone affiliate. 25% of the payment will be made
upfront and the rest upon conversion within 18 months, giving Blackstone
board representation after acquiring 5% stake. The deal awaits approvals
from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the Competition Commission of
India (CCI)...
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8. csL Delivers First of Eight ASW SWC ‘Mahe’ to Indian Navy




On October 23, 2025, Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL), under the Ministry
of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW), delivered INS Mahe, the
first of eight Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Crafts (ASW SWCs),
to the Indian Navy in Kochi, Kerala. INS Mahe, named after the coastal
town Mahe (Puducherry), is a 78-metre, 900-tonne vessel built with over
90% indigenous content under Atmanirbhar Bharat. It features Diesel
Engine—Waterjet propulsion, a speed of 25 knots, and 1,800 NM
endurance. Equipped with advanced sonar, torpedo launchers, and
30mm guns, it enhances India’s coastal defence and anti-submarine
capabilities.
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9. United Nations Day 2025 - October 24
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United Nations (UN) Day is observed globally on 24 October to
commemorate the UN Charter’s entry into force in 1945. The 2025 Theme
is “Education Shapes the Future”, and 24 October 2025 marks the 80th
anniversary of the UN, celebrated under the theme “United Nations at 80:
Building Our Future Together.” The UNGA, through Resolution



A/RES/168(1l) on 31 October 1947, officially designated the date as UN Day.
To mark the milestone, Union Minister S. Jaishankar released a
commemorative postage stamp at an event organized by the MEA and
India Post in New Delhi.
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