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26, 27th October 2025, Current Affairs

1. Gor Approves Extension of LC75 & BLC Investment Schemes to Central
Government Employees

On October 24, 2025, the Government of India (Gol) approved the
extension of Life Cycle 75 (LC75) and Balanced Life Cycle (BLC)
investment options'for central government employees under the National
Pension System (NPS) and Unified Pension Scheme (UPS). Announced by
the Ministry.of Finance (MoF), this move enhances flexibility for employees
in retirement planning and savings management. Under the expanded
options, employees can choose from Scheme G, LC-25, LC-50, LC-75, and
BLC, offering varying equity exposure and risk levels as per their
preferences.
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2. MoWCD Launches New Helpline ‘1515’ for POSHAN and PMMVY From
November 1, 2025

On October 24, 2025, the Ministry of Women and Child Development
(MoWCD) announced a new toll-free helpline number ‘“1515’, effective from
November 1, 2025. This new number will replace 14408 for beneficiaries of
POSHAN Abhiyaan and Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY).
The helpline will act as a central point for queries, information, and
support under both schemes. This initiative aims to make assistance simpler,
easier to recall, and more accessible for women, children;pregnant and
lactating mothers across all States and Union Territories (UTs) of India..
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3. MoM Recognized IISc and C-MET as new CoEs under NCMM

In October 2025, the Ministry of Mines (MoM) recognized two new institutes
— Indian Institute of Science (lISc), Bengaluru (Karnataka) and Centre for
Materials for Electronics Technology (C-MET), Hyderabad (Telangana) —
as Centres of Excellence (CoEs) under the National Critical Minerals



Mission (NCMM). Approved by the Project Approval and Advisory
Committee (PAC) on October 24, 2025, this brings the total CoEs to nine.
These CoEs aim to develop, demonstrate, and deploy advanced
technologies (TRL 7/8) for pilot and pre-commercial plants, operating under a
Hub & Spoke model connecting over 90 R&D and industry partners.
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4. UNCTAD-16 Held in Geneva, Switzerland from October 20 to 23, 2025

The 16th session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD-16) was held from October 20-23, 2025, at the
Palais des Nations, Geneva (Switzerland). The theme was “Shaping the
Future: Driving Economic Transformation for Equitable, Inclusive and
Sustainable Development.” Guy Parmelin (Switzerland) was elected
President of UNCTAD-16, and Piyush Goyal led the Indian delegation. The
‘Sevilla Forum on Debt’ was launched to address global debt challenges.
Switzerland pledged CHF 4 million to UNCTAD’s E-commerce and Digital
Economy Programme (2025-2029). Future events include the Global
Supply Chain Forum (Saudi Arabia, 2026) and World Investment Forum
(Qatar, 2026).
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5. ath FATF Plenary Meeting Held from October 22 to 24, 2025 in Paris,
France

The 4th Financial Action Task Force (FATF) Plenary Meeting was held in
Paris, France, from October 22-24, 2025, under the Mexican Presidency of
Elisa de Anda Madrazo. Jamaica and Nigeria participated for the first time
under the Guest Initiative, along with Kenya. The Plenary approved mutual
evaluation reports for Belgium and Malaysia under the new system
addressing money.laundering and terrorism financing. DPRK, Iran, and
Myanmar remained.on the Blacklist, while Burkina Faso, Mozambique,
Nigeria, and South Africa were removed from the Grey List. The current
Grey List includes Algeria, Nepal, Vietham, Syria, and others.

ISR el UeRleT TEeh BI (FATF) T Tl qut Saeh 22—24 3erce 2025 &1
AR, W 2 ORI 3 37T Ao (ATFA) ST 3reeTar & 3o g1 S
3R AT F Tl IR e AR & dgd, FeaT F Ty AT TorT| S
#mmmﬁmﬁﬂ—qﬁmﬁqﬁﬁw@r?@ S HeY dAffegar i
3TdehaTe; FaaiNoT oY i | 3% AIRAT (DPRK), &1 3R #=4iaR
solehioee H TWT I, STafeh ichell BIHT, HISTTEsh, ATSH AT 3R &fEToT 7hrenr
1 3 Foree & geT T 91| adETe I foree & 3reshRa, svurer, ferdeTa, SR
gfgd 31T &2 Qi g |

6. IUCN World Conservation Congress 2025: New Leadership & Regional
Council Elected; Tuvalu Joins IUCN




In October 2025, Vivek Menon, an Indian wildlife conservationist, author,
and photographer, was elected Chair of the IUCN Species Survival
Commission (SSC) for 2025-2029, becoming the first Asian to lead the
SSC in its 75-year history. He is the Founder and Executive Director of the
Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) and has served with IUCN for over 25 years.
The election took place during the IUCN World Conservation Congress
(October 9-15, 2025) in Abu Dhabi, UAE. Razan Khalifa Al Mubarak was
re-elected IUCN President, and Tuvalu joined as the 90th State member.
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7. India-Bhutan Border Management & Security Meeting Held in Thimpu,

Bhutan

The 14th India—Bhutan Meeting on Border Management and Security was
held in Thimphu, Bhutan, from October 16-17, 2025, to strengthen bilateral
security cooperation and border coordination. The Indian delegation was
led by Rajendra Kumar, Secretary, Department of Border Management
(MHA), and the Bhutanese delegation by Sonam Wangyel, Secretary,
Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs. Key issues discussed included



mobile signal spillover, integrated check posts, boundary pillar
maintenance, cross-border movement, and capacity building for
Bhutanese police. Indian representatives included officials from SSB, LPAI,
DoT, NCB, and states Assam, West Bengal, Sikkim, and Arunachal
Pradesh.
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8. RBI Launched Global Hackathon ‘HaRBInger 2025’ to Boost Secure,

Inclusive Banking Solutions

Innovation for Transformation

In October 2025, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) launched the 4th edition
of its global hackathon;.‘HaRBInger 2025: Innovation for Transformation’,
focused.on “Secure Banking: Powered by Identity, Integrity, and
Inclusivity.” The event invites innovators to develop solutions for tokenised
KYC, offline CBDC, and enhancing trust in financial systems. Additionally,
the RBI granted SWAMIH Investment Fund-l a special exemption under the
RBI (Investment in AIF) Directions, 2025, encouraging banks and NBFCs
to invest in affordable and mid-income housing.

Governor: Sanjay Malhotra | Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra |
Established: 1935
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9. world Bank Approves USD 280 million Loan to Kerala under KHSIP

In October 2025, the World Bank (WB).approved a USD 280 million (= Rs.
2,424 crores) loan to Kerala under the Kerala Health System
Improvement Programme (KHSIP) to strengthen the state’s healthcare
system. The loan, provided.by the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (IBRD), has a 25-year maturity and 5-year grace period.
The Programme for Results (PforR) model ensures accountability by
linking disbursement to results. Covering 14 districts, KHSIP aims to
improve chronic disease management, home-based care, preventive
screenings, and digital health infrastructure for 11 million elderly and
vulnerable people in Kerala.
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10. City Union Bank unveils new digital payment solutions at Global
FinTech Fest 2025
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At the Global FinTech Fest (GFF) 2025, held in Mumbai from-October 7-9,
City Union Bank (CUB) — one of India’s oldest private sector banks —
showcased major innovations in digital banking. Organized by PCI,
NPCI, and FCC, the event featured CUB’s launch of loT<based UPI
payments, Al-driven customer support, and biometric authentication in
collaboration with NPCI and fintech partners. The key innovation, “UPI
Circle — My Devices”, enables secure UPI transactions through loT
devices like Smart TVs, allowing a primary user to grant controlled
access to five secondary users such as family members.

Tolleel fWhafeeh the (GFF) 2025 #, it 7-9 3ferca &l Has & Aol g3, f&dr
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11. 1CG Launched Two Advanced FPVs ‘ICGS Ajit’ and ‘ICGS Aparajit’ at
Goa Shipyard



12.

On October 24, 2025, the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) launched two
advanced Fast Patrol Vessels (FPVs) — ICGS Ajit (Yard 1276) and ICGS
Aparajit (Yard 1277) — at Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL) in_Panaji, Goa.
These are the 7th and 8th vessels in a series of eight indigenously built
FPVs, marking the 42nd and 43rd ICGS constructed by GSL. The vessels
were launched by Manju Sharma, in the presence of Dr. Mayank Sharma,
Financial Advisor (Defence Services). Each vessel has a displacement of
320 tonnes, length of 52 metres, and CPP propulsion, designed for
coastal patrol, anti-smuggling, and rescue operations..
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BWF World Junior Championships 2025 Held in Guwahati, Assam
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IThe BWF World Junior Championships 2025 took place at the National
Centre of Excellence (NCE), Guwahati, Assam, from October 6-19, 2025.
This was India’s second time hosting the event after 2008. India achieved
its first-ever bronze medal in the Suhandinata Cup (Mixed Team Event)
and Tanvi Sharma won a silver medal in Girls’ Singles, ending a 17-year
medal drought since Saina Nehwal (2008). China won gold and Indonesia
silver in the team event. The championship introduced a new scoring
format (best of 3 sets to 45 points). Overall, India has won 11 individual
medals in BWF Junior history.

dsfHce des Bheere (BWF) SIfaaX AUT=1iIT 2025 &7 31T 6.8 19 3reca
2025 T I[ATEIC], m%ﬁem@amw@aﬂmcaﬁgmlww
mmmmﬁa%mwmm(qﬁﬁmzoosﬁnwﬁw
SR GETieaATcT Y (ﬁ‘q’?’%’aﬂsdq H €T Yeah Siidl, oTdieh dedl AT of ITed
RiaTew 3 ToTd Geeh Sde 17 TTel 971G qeeh ol F@I st €A gde & Hie o
FaoT 3 SR o Tofe S| Tofiaie 3F oFar 45 31t arer Tfar fveeat
379N ITT| 379 cTeh $TRl o I el 11 FFITATeH ¢ |

13. Thailand’s Queen Mother Sirikit Kitiyakara Passed Away

On October 24, 2025, Thailand’s Queen Mother Sirikit Kitiyakara passed
away at the age of 93 in Bangkok. Born on August 12, 1932, she was
affectionately known as the “Green Queen” and “Asia’s Jackie Kennedy”
for her elegance and environmental work. Married to King Bhumibol
Adulyadej in 1950, she advanced rural development, traditional crafts,
and wildlife.conservation through initiatives like the SUPPORT
Foundation. Her birthday, 12 August, is celebrated as Mother’s Day in
Thailand, honouring her lifelong service to society, culture, and
environmental preservation.
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14. Global Media and Information Literacy Week 2025 - October 24-31

NGlobal MILW ek

The United Nations’ Global Media and Information Literacy (MIL) Week
2025 is observed from 24th to 31st October worldwide to promote media
and information literacy for all. The 2025 theme, “Minds Over Artificial
Intelligence (Al) — MIL in Digital Spaces,” highlights the importance of
responsible digital engagement in the Al'era. Organized by UNESCO, the
main conference was held in Cartagena, Colombia, alongside the Global
Youth Hackathon 2025 on Al misuse and misinformation. Initiated in
2012 and officially proclaimed in 2019, MIL Week encourages critical
thinking, digital ethics, and inclusive participation online.
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