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29th October 2025, Current Affairs

1. Ministry of Culture Signed MoUs with 17 Institutions to Expand Work under
‘Gyan Bharatam’

In October 2025, the Ministry of Culture signed MoUs with 17 institutions across
India under the ‘Gyan Bharatam Mission (GBM)’ to promote the conservation and
digitisation of India’s manuscript heritage. The signing ceremony, attended by
Union Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, took place at the National Gallery of
Modern Art (NGMA), New Delhi. Under this initiative, 12 institutions joined as
‘Cluster Centres’, including the University of Kashmir and Asiatic Society, while 5
institutions, including Nagari Pracharni Sabha (Varanasi), joined as ‘Independent
Centres’ to manage their own manuscript projects.
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2. Gol Approved Rs 5,532 Crore Investment for 7 Electronics Component Plant
under ECMS



In October 2025, Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw (MeitY) announced the approval
of the 1st tranche of 7 projects worth ¥5,532 crore under the Electronics
Components Manufacturing Scheme (ECMS) to boost domestic electronics
manufacturing. These projects cover key components like PCBs, Camera Modules,
Copper Clad Laminates (CCL), and Polypropylene Films. As of September 2025,
249 applications worth ¥1.15 lakh crore were received—nearly double the initial
target. Tamil Nadu leads with 5 of 7 projects (¥4,271 crore), followed by Madhya
Pradesh (SRF Ltd) and Andhra Pradesh (Syrma Strategic Electronics Pvt. Ltd.).
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3. MoAFW Approves Procurement of Pulses and Oilseeds worth Rs.15,095.83
crore for Kharif 2025-26 Season
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On October 27, 2025, Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan (MoAFW) approved a
¥15,095.83 crore plan to procure pulses and oilseeds from farmers in Telangana,
Odisha, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh (MP) for the Kharif 2025-26 season
under PM-AASHA and other MoAFW schemes. Under the Price Support Scheme
(PSS) and Price Deficiency Payment Scheme (PDPS), procurement includes moong,
urad, arhar, and soyabean. Maharashtra leads with major purchases worth ¥12,690.17
crore, followed by MP (%1,775.53 crore), Odisha (¥147.76 crore), and Telangana
(¥38.44 crore), ensuring fair prices and farmer income protection..
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4. HAL and PISC-UAC Signed MoU for Production of Civil Aircraft SJ-100 in
India

In October 2025, Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) signed an MoU with Russia’s
United Aircraft Corporation (PJSC-UAC) in Moscow to manufacture the Superjet
100 (SJ-100) civil commuter aircraft in India. This marks India’s first complete
passenger aircraft production since the Avro HS-748 project. The SJ-100, a
twin-engine, narrow-body, short-haul jet with 103-passenger capacity and a range
of 3,530 km, will boost regional connectivity under the UDAN scheme and promote
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’. The agreement grants HAL exclusive rights to produce
SJ-100s for India, reinforcing India’s presence in global civil aviation manufacturing.
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5. UN convention Against Cybercrime held in Hanoi, Vietham
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In October 2025, the United Nations (UN) held the Convention Against
Cybercrime in Hanoi, Vietham, marking a historic step toward the world’s first
global legal framework to prevent, investigate, and combat cybercrime. The
convention, adopted by the UN General Assembly in December 2024, was
hosted by Vietham with UNODC and has been signed by over 60 countries. It
criminalises ransomware, financial fraud, and notably, the non-consensual
sharing of intimate images—a global first. The treaty will enter into force 90
days after the 40th ratification, ensuring international cooperation, digital
rights protection, and capacity building for developing nations..
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6. 1UCN Adopted 1st Ever Global Soil Security Law Framework




In October 2025, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
adopted “Motion 007 on Security Law” during the IUCN World Conservation
Congress in Abu Dhabi, UAE, marking the first-ever global framework on soil
security. The motion, co-sponsored by Save Soil (Isha Outreach) and Pace
University (USA), recognises soil security as vital to food systems,
biodiversity, water supply, and climate resilience. It aims to ensure the legal
protection, sustainable management, and restoration of soil. The framework
defines five dimensions—capacity, condition, capital, connectivity, and
codification—to guide over 90 member nations in integrating soil protection into
climate and agricultural policies.
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7. RBI released its Payment System Report for June 2025: 2nd edition




In October 2025, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the 2nd edition of
the half-yearly Payment Systems Report (June 2025), highlighting the rapid
growth of India’s digital payment ecosystem. Over the past 10 years, digital
transactions surged 38 times in volume and 3 times in value. In H1 2025, total
transactions reached 12,549 crore (31,572 lakh crore), with digital payments
forming 99.8% of volume. The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) led with 85%
of total transactions. India also retained its top spot in global remittances,
receiving USD 137.7 billion in 2024.
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8. Citigroup CEO Jane Fraser Appointed as New Chair of the Board

In October 2025, Citigroup Inc. announced the appointment of its Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) Jane Fraser as the new Chair of the Board of
Directors (BoD), effective October 22, 2025. She succeeds John Dugan, who
served since 2019. With this, Jane Fraser, already the first woman to lead a
major U.S. bank (since 2021), now holds both top leadership roles. Having
begun her career at Goldman Sachs (London) and McKinsey & Company,



she joined Citigroup in 2004, serving in key roles such as Global Head of
Strategy, CEO of Citi Private Bank, and Citi Latin America.
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9. India Hosts 4th SAAF Championships 2025 in Ranchi; India tops with 20
Golds
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The 4th South Asian Athletics (SAAF) Championships 2025 was held from
October 24-26, 2025, at the Birsa Munda Athletics Stadium, Ranchi,
Jharkhand (India), organised by the South Asian Athletics Federation (SAAF)
and hosted by the Athletics Federation of India (AFI). Around 300 athletes from
six nations — India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Maldives —
participated. India topped the medals tally with 58 medals (20 Gold, 20 Silver,
18 Bronze), followed by Sri Lanka (40 medals) and Nepal (6 medals). The
mascot ‘Dalma’ symbolised strength and unity, while the anthem ‘Johar —
Jharkhand Bharthey Hunkaar’ celebrated regional pride.
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