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30th October 2025, Current Affairs

1. National Blockchain Framework: Strengthening Governance through
Blockchain Technology

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) launched the
National Blockchain Framework (NBF) on 4th September 2024 with a budget of
¥64.76 crore. The framework aims to create a unified architecture for blockchain
deployment across sectors. It addresses issues of centralized data systems, such
as data manipulation, inefficiency, and low transparency. Through tamper-resistant
distributed ledgers, blockchain ensures secure and transparent records. Key
components include Vishvasya Blockchain Stack for governance-based
applications and NBFLite, enabling startups and researchers to prototype
blockchain solutions easily.
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2. NITI Aayog Released Two Inaugural Reports on India’s Services Sector in
New Delhi
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In October 2025, B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, CEO of NITI Aayog, released two reports
under the Services Thematic Series in New Delhi. The first report, “India’s Services
Sector: Insights from GVA Trends and State-Level Dynamics”, highlighted that the
services sector contributed 55% to India’s Gross Value Added (GVA) in 2024-25, up
from 51% in 2013-14. The second report, “Insights from Employment Trends”,
analysed employment patterns across sub-sectors, gender, and education. It
proposed a four-part roadmap—worker formalisation, skill development, green
economy investment, and regional balance. The sector employed 188 million
workers, adding 40 million jobs in six years.
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3. cabinet Approves ToR for 8th Central Pay Commission; Report Due in 18
Months




In October 2025, the Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
approved the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the 8th Central Pay Commission (CPC) to
review the salaries of 50 lakh central employees and 69 lakh pensioners, including
defence personnel. The 8th CPC will submit its recommendations within 18 months
and its decisions are expected to be effective from January 1, 2026. It comprises three
members — Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai (Chairperson), Professor Pulak Ghosh
(Part-time Member), and Pankaj Jain (Member-Secretary). The commission aims to
ensure fair pay revision and benefits for government employees.
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4. 1ndian Army S|gned Contract to Procure Indigenously Developed SDRs

In October 2025, the Indian Army (lA) signed a contract to procure its first
indigenously designed and developed Software Defined Radios (SDRs), created by
the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and produced by
Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) under the Ministry of Defence (MoD). The SDRs,
compliant with IRSA Standard 1.0, feature Mobile Ad hoc Network (MANET)
technology for secure, real-time communication and high-speed data transmission.
This development strengthens India’s defence communication network, enhances
operational readiness, and promotes Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-Reliant India) by
advancing indigenous defence technology.
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5. Go1I sets Up Panel to Review Export Rebate Rates Under RODTEP & RoSCTL
Schemes

Y YT
\/

In October 2025, the Government of India (GOI) formed a committee to review
and rationalize the ceiling rates under the Remission of Duties and Taxes on
Exported Products (RoODTEP) and Rebate of State and Central Taxes and
Levies (RoSCTL) schemes using data from FY 2024-25. The Directorate
General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), under the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (MoCl), issued the notification. The panel will assess non-refundable
taxes, rising input costs, and global market changes, and recommend
updated rebate rates for products and sectors. Union Minister — Piyush Goyal,;
MoS - Jitin Prasada.
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6. Overview of 47th ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia




In October 2025, the 47th ASEAN Summit was held at the Kuala Lumpur
Convention Centre (KLCC), Malaysia, under Malaysia’s chairmanship from
October 26-28, 2025, with the theme “Inclusivity and Sustainability.” It was
chaired by Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, Prime Minister of Malaysia, and attended
by 10 ASEAN nations, with Timor-Leste formally joining as the 11th member.
The 20th East Asia Summit (EAS) was also held, where Dr. S. Jaishankar
represented India. During the 22nd ASEAN-India Summit, PM Narendra Modi
announced 2026 as the ASEAN-India Year of Maritime Cooperation, promoting
maritime security, trade, and blue economy.
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7. Elon Musk Launches AI-Powered Encyclopaedia ‘Grokipedia’

In October 2025, Elon Musk’s Al company xAl launched Grokipedia (v 0.1), an
open-source Al-powered online encyclopedia featuring over 8 lakh articles.
Designed to provide truthful, independent, and unbiased information, it uses
Al-generated content verified by xAl's Grok chatbot. Unlike Wikipedia, which
depends on crowdsourced editing, Grokipedia relies on Al to create, check,
and update articles, while users can suggest corrections via a reporting
system. The initiative aims to promote transparency, accuracy, and Al-driven
knowledge sharing, marking a new step in Al-based information platforms.
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8. PayPal partners with OpenAlI to create In -Chat-Payments in ChatGPT

On October 28, 2025, PayPal and OpenAl announced a partnership to
integrate Digital Wallet payments within ChatGPT, making PayPal the first
digital wallet embedded in an Al chatbot. Through this collaboration, users
can make instant purchases via the Agentic Commerce Protocol (ACP)
using PayPal wallets. The integration supports Instant Checkout, allowing
seamless transactions without external merchant setups. PayPal will
manage payment routing, validation, and processing, offering features like
buyer-seller protection, dispute resolution, order tracking, and merchant
analytics tools. This marks a major step toward Al-driven agentic commerce
and digital payment innovation.
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9. World Food Prize Honors Padma Shri awardee Chef Sanjeev Kapoor as ‘Top
Agri-Food Pioneer’
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In October 2025, Chef Sanjeev Kapoor, Padma Shri awardee, was named
among the 2025 “Top Agri-Food Pioneers (TAP)” by the World Food Prize
Foundation (WFPF) during the Norman E. Borlaug International Dialogue in
Des Moines, USA. The honour recognizes his efforts in promoting healthy,
sustainable, and local Indian foods globally. The TAP 2025 list featured 39
changemakers from 27 countries, including four other Indians. In the same
month, Sir James Michael Anderson, former England fast bowler, received the
Knighthood Award from Princess Anne at Windsor Castle (UK) for his
exceptional services to cricket, joining legends like Sir lan Botham and Sir
Alastair Cook.
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