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12th November 2025, Current Affairs

1. Union Minister Amit Shah Inaugurates Co-Op Kumbh 2025, Launches
Sahakar Digi Pay, Sahakar Digi Loan in New Delhl, Delhi
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On November 10, 2025, Union Minister Amit Shah inaugurated “Co-op
Kumbh 2025”, an International Conference on the Urban Cooperative
Credit Sector in New Delhi. Organized by NAFCUB under the Ministry of
Cooperation, it was themed “Digitalising Dreams—Empowering
Communities”, aligning with the International Year of Cooperatives 2025.
The event adopted the “Delhi Declaration 2025”, outlining a five-year
roadmap to 2030. Key launches included Sahakar Digi Pay (digital payment
system) and Sahakar Digi Loan (online lending platform), jointly developed
by NAFCUB, NCDC, and the Ministry of Cooperation.
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2. IN-SPACe Signs Contribution Agreement with SVCL to Boost India’s

Space Startup Ecosystem
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On November 10, 2025, IN-SPACe (Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre), under the Department of Space (DoS), signed an
agreement with SIDBI Venture Capital Limited (SVCL) in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat, to launch the IN-SPACe-SIDBI Space Venture Fund, a
¥1000-crore Venture Capital Fund for India’s spacetech startups. Approved
by the Union Cabinet led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the fund will be
managed by SVCL and deployed from 2025 to 2030, supporting around 40

startups with investments of ¥10-60 crores each, beginning with ¥150
crores in FY 2025-26.
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3. 11th Edition of Indo-Sri Lanka “Exercise Mitra Sakthi” Begins in
Belagavi, Karnataka
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In November 2025, the 11th edition of the India—Sri Lanka Joint Military
Exercise ‘Mitra Shakti 2025’ began at the Foreign Training Node,
Belagavi, Karnataka, and will continue till 23 November 2025. Launched in
2013, this annual exercise aims to enhance bilateral military cooperation,
interoperability, and counter-terrorism capabilities under the UN
mandate. Around 170 Indian Army personnel (Rajput Regiment) and 135
Sri Lankan troops (Gajaba Regiment), along with IAF and SLAF teams, are
participating. Training includes raids, heliborne ops, drone use,
Counter-UAS, casualty evacuation, and combat drills, aligning with India’s
Neighborhood First and SAGAR initiatives.
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4. India Hosts First Biennial BIMReN Conference in Kochi, Kerala

In November 2025, India hosted the 1st BIMSTEC-India Marine Research
Network (BIMReN) Biennial Conference in Kochi, Kerala (Nov 4-6),
showcasing its dedication to the Blue Economy. The conference focused on
marine ecosystem health, sustainable fisheries, ocean observation, and
youth engagement. During its pilot phase, BIMReN connected 25



institutions and 50+ researchers from BIMSTEC nations to advance marine
research. It aligns with India’s Neighbourhood First, Act East, Indo-Pacific,
and MAHASAGAR strategies, enhancing regional marine cooperation and
promoting data sharing and maritime governance.
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5. Time Out's City Life Index 2025 : Mumbai ranked as Asia’s happiest city;
Abu Dhabi as world’s happiest city

In November 2025, Time Out (UK) released the City Life Index 2025,
ranking the happiest cities in Asia. Mumbai (India) topped the list with 94%
residents saying their city makes them happy, followed by Beijing (93%) and
Shanghai (92%). The survey involved 18,000 participants rating aspects like
culture, nightlife, food, affordability, and quality of life. Chiang Mai
(Thailand) and Hanoi (Vietnam) ranked 4th and 5th, praised for green
spaces and peaceful lifestyle. Globally, Abu Dhabi (UAE) was ranked the
world’s happiest city, followed by Medellin (Colombia) and Cape Town
(South Africa).
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6. UNESCO Adopts World’s First Global Ethical Framework for
Neurotechnology

In November 2025, UNESCO adopted the “Recommendation on the Ethics
of Neurotechnology”, the world’s first global ethical framework for
neurotechnology, during its 43rd General Conference in Paris, France.
The framework, effective from 12 November 2025, aims to safeguard human
rights while promoting responsible neurotechnology use for societal
benefit. It recognizes neural data as a protected category and provides 100+
ethical guidelines on privacy, medical use, and misuse prevention. With the
neurotechnology market expected to exceed USD 30 billion by 2030,
UNESCO seeks to prevent exploitation and ensure ethical innovation in
Brain-Computer Interfaces and Al tools.
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7. NIPL Partnered with BENEFIT for Faster Remittances Between India
and Bahrain




In November 2025, NPCI International Payments Limited (NIPL), the global
arm of NPCI, signed a strategic partnership with BENEFIT (Bahrain) to
enable real-time cross-border remittances between India and Bahrain.
The collaboration links India’s UPI with Bahrain’s Fawri+ service (EFTS),
guided by the RBI and Central Bank of Bahrain (CBB). This initiative
promotes instant, secure, and cost-effective money transfers, boosting
digital financial inclusion and benefiting Bahrain’s large Indian community
(=30%). Meanwhile, NPCI Bharat BillPay Limited (NBBL) and Clearcorp
launched Forex services on Bharat Connect, enhancing access to foreign
currency transactions through banking and payment apps.
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8. Wworld Science Day for Peace and Development 2025 - November 10




The United Nations (UN) observes World Science Day for Peace and
Development every year on 10th November to emphasize the role of
science in society and promote public engagement with scientific
issues. 10 November 2025 marked the 24th observance, held under the
International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development
(2024-2033). The 2025 Theme was “Trust, Transformation, and
Tomorrow: The Science We Need for 2050.” Declared by UNESCO in
2001, the first celebration was in 2002. Additionally, the International
Week of Science and Peace (IWOSP) 2025 was observed from 9-15
November globally.
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