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31st October 2025, Current Affairs

1. India and Nepal Signs Agreements to Boost Cross-Border Energy
Transmission

On October 29, 2025, India and Nepal signed agreements to build two 400
kV high-voltage cross-border power transmission lines, strengthening
electricity trade and regional energy cooperation. The Joint Venture &
Shareholders’ Agreements (JV&SHA) were signed between POWERGRID
(India) and Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) in the presence of Union
Minister Manohar Lal and Nepal’s Minister Kulman Ghising. The two
projects—Inaruwa—New Purnea and Lamki (Dodo Dhara)-Bareilly—will be
built under an 80% debt—20% equity model, with completion targeted by
2030, forming two JV entities in both nations..
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2. Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy Launches '‘KOYLA SHAKTI' Dashboard
and CLAMP Portal
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On October 29, 2025, Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy (Ministry of Coal &
Mines) virtually launched ‘KOYLA SHAKT/I’, a Smart Coal Analytics
Dashboard (SCAD), and the Coal Land Acquisition, Management and
Payment (CLAMP) Portal in New Delhi to promote transparency,
efficiency, and data-driven governance in India’s coal sector.

KOYLA SHAKTI, developed by NICDC under the Ministry of Coal, enables
real-time monitoring of coal production, transport, and consumption
using ULIP under the National Logistics Policy (2022).

CLAMP Portal ensures digital, transparent, and time-bound
compensation for land acquisition and resettlement in coal projects..
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3. TCoE India Signed Pacts to Roll Out Samriddh Gram Phygital Services
Pilot Project in 3 States

In October 2025, Telecom Centres of Excellence (TCoE) India, under the
Department of Telecommunications (DoT), signed agreements with Digital
Empowerment Foundation (DEF), I-Novate Infotech Pvt. Ltd., and Corpus
Enterprises Pvt. Ltd. to launch the Samriddh Gram Phygital Services Pilot
Project in Ari & Umri (MP), Chaurawala (UP), and Narakoduru (AP) for a
2-year period. The project aims to digitally transform rural India through
Samriddhi Kendras (SKs)—integrated hubs offering education, agriculture,
healthcare, e-governance, and e-commerce services using BharatNet
infrastructure, lIoT, AR/VR, and ONDC to boost digital inclusion.
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4. India Commenced Tri-Services Exercise ‘Ex Trishul’ in Coordination with
IAF & IN



On October 30, 2025, India began its large-scale tri-services military
exercise ‘Ex Trishul’ along the western border with Pakistan, running till
November 10, 2025. Conducted jointly by the Indian Army (lA), Indian Navy
(IN), and Indian Air Force (IAF) under Lt. General Dhiraj Seth, Southern
Command, the drill spans the Thar Desert (Jaisalmer, Rajasthan) to Sir
Creek (Gujarat). The exercise focuses on joint operations, amphibious
landings, and multi-domain warfare—including ISR, Electronic Warfare,
and Cyber Warfare—emphasizing indigenous systems. Over 20,000
troops, tanks, aircraft, and warships have been deployed, with a NOTAM
restricting airspace over Rajasthan and Guijarat...
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5. U.S.A, Singapore accounted for one-third of FDI during FY25: RBI census

In October 2025, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the provisional
results of the 2024-25 Foreign Liabilities and Assets (FLA) Census. The
data showed that the United States (20%) and Singapore (14.3%) together
accounted for over one-third of India’s Foreign Direct Investment (FDI),
followed by Mauritius (13.3%), the United Kingdom (11.2%), and the
Netherlands (9%). The total FDI stood at Rs 68.75 lakh crore. For Outward



Direct Investment (ODI) worth Rs 11.66 lakh crore, Singapore (22.2%), US
(15.4%), and UK (12.8%) emerged as the top destinations.
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6. IA Fintech Received IFSCA In-Principle Approval to Operate as PSP at
GIFT-IFSC

In October 2025, IA Fintech IFSC Pvt. Ltd., a subsidiary of Infibeam
Avenues Ltd. (IAL), received in-principle approval from the International
Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) to operate as a Payment
Service Provider (PSP) at GIFT-IFSC, Gandhinagar (Gujarat). The approval
allows IA Fintech to offer Escrow Services, Cross-Border Money Transfers,
and Merchant Acquisition. This move aims to provide faster, cost-effective,
and transparent digital payment solutions, reducing settlement time from
36—-48 hours. The initiative strengthens India’s vision to make GIFT-IFSC a
global financial hub, while creating a new revenue stream for Infibeam
Avenues.
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7. BPCL and OIL Signs MoU to Build Greenfield Refinery in AP




On October 28, 2025, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) and
Oil India Limited (OIL) signed an MoU to collaborate on BPCL’s upcoming
Greenfield Refinery and Petrochemical Complex near Ramayapatnam
Port, Nellore district, Andhra Pradesh (AP). The proposed 9-12 MTPA
facility, with an investment of 1 lakh crore (USD 11 billion), will feature a
1.5 MTPA Ethylene Cracker Unit — the first in southern India with 35%
petrochemical intensity. The project, expected to be operational by FY
2029-30, aims to enhance industrial growth, create employment, and
strengthen regional energy security through a potential joint venture model.
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8. South Korea Confers ‘Grand Order of Mugunghwa’ on USA President
Donald Trump

In October 2025, during his visit to South Korea, Donald Trump,
President of the United States of America (USA), was conferred with
South Korea’s highest civilian honour — the ‘Grand Order of
Mugunghwa’, and presented with a replica of a Silla Dynasty gold crown
by President Lee Jae Myung. The ceremony took place at the Gyeongju
National Museum on the sidelines of the APEC Leaders’ Summit. Trump
became the first U.S. President to receive this honour. The
1,000-year-old crown symbolizes divine authority and leadership, while



the award recognizes his role as a ‘Peacemaker’ on the Korean
Peninsula.
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